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Corvettes Shine at Caffeine & Octane 
By Ed Clark 

I picked up the Points North Atlanta magazine from the free rack at the 
grocery store as I often do to see if there is something interesting coming up.  

Near the front there was 
an article titled “The 
Magic of Motoring-
Mornings with Caffeine 
and Octane”.  As the 
C&O event is something 
that many of us have 
attended, some quite 
frequently, I read 

through it to see if it had any 
interesting information about the 
whole activity.  Several of us 
frequent attenders have been 
aware of ongoing changes which 
most think are not adding much to 
the events.  This article gave a bit 
of insight as to why. 

The whole idea of having a car 
focused get together started in 
2006 by a small group in the Cobb County shopping center called The Avenue 
East Cobb to meet and discuss cars.  The meeting was on Sundays as that was 
the best day for the group to get away from other obligations.  By word of 
mouth, the number attending began to grow and by 2009 was getting fairly 
large even without organization or sponsorship.  When I first went in early 

2010, the mall parking lot was rapidly 
filling up and a web site called 
caffeineandoctane.com had been set 
up with basic information.  Apparently 
police presence was just beginning and 
driving antics by some attendees 
resulted in various driving recognitions 
by Cobb County’s traffic enforcers.   

Continued on Page 4 

http://www.buyavette.net/
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Distractions  ....... Huh? 

It's time to tackle distracted driving, bust some myths, uncover some surprising 
facts and learn what you can do about it to protect you, your Corvette and any 
others you may affect. 

Dictionaries define Distraction as "a thing that prevents someone from 
concentrating on something else." They include eating, drinking, grooming, falling 
asleep, daydreaming, talking to passengers, attending to pets on our laps, reading 
GPS maps, audio and infotainment systems. Lately, it seems the biggest danger 
involves newfangled electronic distractions, including hands free phone systems. 
Oh for the day when the single distraction in your old Corvette was listening to 
the sounds from the dual exhausts! 

These days, many of us enter the danger zone with a false sense of security; "I 
can do this. Just once more. I got it, no problem. Look at the other idiot who's on 
the phone---but I can handle myself." 

But there is a problem. Few of us know how situationally-aware we need to be 
when operating a vehicle because we have never been taught proper hazard 
perception, scanning techniques, risk management or consequences. Those who 
compete with our Corvettes on the track probably have had this training and 
therefore have the advantage over the typical Corvette Cruisers among us. I still 
remember my 15 year old self reacting to my Driver Training instructors saying 
"the most dangerous place to drive is the mile ahead of you." 

But with cell phone distraction, there's no room for compromise. Many argue 
that if phones are so dangerous, why not ban reaching for a radio knob, too? The 
key difference lies in the cognitive load on our brains; we think that we can 
multitask and do two things at once, but we cannot...our brains are simply 
switching back and forth very quickly. Ever notice how people suddenly stop 
moving when they are deep in a conversation? Their brains cannot handle the 
two tasks at once. Same reasons many slow down, unaware that the 
conversation made them forget that their speed has dropped, much to the 
annoyance of others around them. Even with the hands free devices we now 
have, the cognitive load is there...distracting our driving and putting us in danger. 

The National Safety Council says that distracted driving leads to 1,600,000 
American crashes annually, or about one in four. What makes this technology so 
dangerous is our desire to engage with it so compulsively; we are biologically 
wired to crave social connection and information, which signals atavistic threats 
or rewards. An incoming call is a virtual tap on our shoulder. 

Ours is a looping reward system; answer that siren call and our brains release 
dopamine, a neurotransmitter that activates our pleasure center. Answer again, 
and we get another squirt of dopamine. The brain craves more, getting restless 
when deprived of stimulation for too long before its next fix. 

So, cell phone distractions are not just behavioral; it is also about overcoming a 
chemical addition of sorts. We may not be recognizing the entire problem for 
what it really is. 

So, what's the solution?  Hard as it may be, the best tactic is to put the cell phone 
where you cannot reach it. That may be in the trunk of a Corvette convertible, or 
under some stuff in the rear of a coupe. With a Bluetooth system that connects 
your phone through the car's audio system, reaching or responding makes this 
tactic rather unlikely...until you realize the risks of what connecting might be. No 
matter what, resist the urge to engage with it until you have safely stopped. I am 
all for making the use of a cell phone while driving as socially unacceptable as 
drunk driving, and don't allow yourself or others to perpetuate this dangerous 
activity. Maybe easier said than done, but please give it some thought. It all starts 
with you. 

President’s Notes 
By Dave Brownell 

 

LAKE PARTY 2017 
Morgan Lake House 

July 22, 11:00 am until … 
Come one come all! 

Bring your side dish and bathing suit! 
Main Dish:  Bar B-Que from Jim & Nick’s 

Food List 
Appetizer Morgan’s 
Appetizer Morgan’s 
Appetizer Morgan’s 
Appetizer  
 
Baked Beans Brownell 
Bean Salad Amy & Mike 
Cole Slaw Rio’s 
Cucumber Salad Rio’s 
Deviled Eggs Lisa & Larry 
Deviled Eggs  
Hash brown Cass Payne’s 
Mac & Cheese Greer’s 
Potato Salad Rotondi’s 
Potato Salad Rio’s 
Salad  
Salad  
Scalloped Potatoes Todd’s 
Veg Dish Merrifield’s 
Veg Dish Adcock’s 
 
Cake Baize’s 
Cake Morgan’s 
Cappuccino Bars Joel & Susan 
Dessert Nugent’s 
Fruit Dish Hutchinson’s 
Fruit Dish Baize’s 
Green Fluff Larry & Lisa 
Lemon Pie Costolanski 
Lime Jello Salad Key’s 
Watermelon Lisa & Larry 

 
Please let Nancy know if you will be attending 
and be sure to sign-up to bring an appetizer, side 
dish or dessert. 
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          NCM Report 
        Ed Clark, NCM Ambassador 

NCM Motorsports Park 
The NCM Motorsports Park continues to provide 
additional ways for you to learn high performance driving 
at their facility.   

A new option which will be available several times each 
year is the High Performance Corvette Experience.  This 
provides you the chance to drive their C7 Stingray with 
the Z51 suspension option around the 3.15 mile road 
course.   

Three twenty minute driving sessions are alternated with 
three classroom training sessions to give you a full 
learning opportunity without wearing out your car’s tires.  

There are three opportunities in August 2017 if you would 
like to do this. Contact Justin at 1-270-777-4509 or email 
him at Justin@motorsportspark.org if you are interested. 

The National Corvette Museum also offers High 
Performance Driving Experience (HPDE) events both at 
the MSP and at other tracks each year. These events offer 
both classroom and on track learning opportunities and 
are offered several times each year.  Additional details are 
on the NCM web site including how to sign up and where 
the training takes place. 

Other organizations also offer driver training at the 
Motorsports Park.  Two are offered this month, one by 
10/10ths Motorsports and one by Lucas Oil School of 
Racing. These schools offer classroom training and on 
course driving training with professional instructors and 
you can choose the level of training based on your past 
experience.   

Go to the NCM web site or www.motorsportspark.org for 
additional information. 

The Motorsports Park and NCM continue to expand the 
opportunities to experience track driving and classroom 
learning which will help you become a better driver.   

 
 
 

 

Club Points 
Don Parks, VP-Competition 

The chart shows total points and the number of activities 
participated in through the June CAMEO (at Greenwood's), 
and also including the High Tea event from May:  

Standings Club Member Points Events 
1 Nancy Morgan 67 10 
2 Mike Heaphy 53 12 
3 Lisa DeKalb 48 11 
  Stephanie Strauss 48 12 
4 Frank Merrifield 45 11 
5 Donna Greer 43 11 
  Michael Greer 43 11 
  Larry Vaitkus 43 11 

Please remember, if you’re interested in hosting an activity, 
please work with Amy Parker, VP of Activities, to ensure that 
we can get it coordinated on the club’s calendar and 
approved by the Board. 

 

Look at the NCM and 
MSP web sites 
periodically to see what 
is being offered as there 
is probably a program 
which fills your interest 
and experience. 
 

mailto:Justin@motorsportspark.org
http://www.motorsportspark.org/
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Competition Report  
Don Parks, VP-Competition 

 
Past Events:  

Indianapolis, IN: We traveled to Indy July 7-9th to participate 
in fourteen low speed events.  

Friday's travel was the longest trip we've ever made there!! 
The interstate was shut down just north of Chattanooga.  It 
took us over an hour to go three miles to get off of I24 and 
then another hour and a half on side roads to get back on 
interstate. Once there the weather was perfect, the course 
was fun and challenging, and fellowship was great. The host 
club provided dinner for the group on Saturday night The 
trip home was luckily uneventful and only nine hours!! 

 
Upcoming Events - Southeast Region 

 Jul 22-23 14 Low Speed Shelbyville, TN* 
 Sep 2-4 21 Low Speed Shelbyville, TN* 
 Oct 28-29 14 Low Speed Decatur, AL* 
 Nov 4-5 14 Low Speed Shelbyville, TN* 
 Nov 25-26   4 High (+6 HS FL) Roebling Road Raceway* 

Other Events in the South (aka Florida) 
 Jun 10 6 Low Speed Jacksonville, FL 

 NCCC 58th Annual National Convention 
 Aug 21-25 week of fun!! Bowling Green, KY * 

* represent SER/NCCC events 
 (Participation in those events earns club points) 

 

Caffeine and Octane, continued from page 1 

There were various rumors as to why the group was 
asked to leave the shopping center and that started 
what was a number of relocations as sites were 
outgrown on Roswell Road, a high school in Johns 
Creek, North Point Mall, Windward Parkway ending 
up at Perimeter Mall. The original founding group 
started looking for a way to make some money of 
what they started and by 2012 had a deal with 
Autotrader.  In 2014 the rights to the C&O event 
was purchased by Bruce Piefke and put under an 
organization called High Octane Events, LLC.  Piefke 
had years of experience in putting on events and 
intends to keep it open to anyone and keep the 
“you never know what might show up” factor 
going.  

Piefke was the individual who now has the Velocity 
TV channel doing shows and giving people the 
possibility of being a TV star.  He also plans to get 
more social media involved and expanding the 
Caffeine and Octane web site.  There was no 
mention of the various vendors (sponsors?) that are 
regularly there and increasing in numbers or the 
parking areas set aside for them. There also was no 
indication of plans to charge people to attend in the 
article.  The portable toilets have been at the 
Perimeter Mall location since its start in January of 
2015 and are a nice addition for attendees.  The 
estimated number of individuals who attended in 
March was 20,000 and based on how many of the 
7,700 parking places were full this month, it 
probably matched that number. 

If you haven’t been there in a while, you might 
want to give it a try.  The crowds are a bit younger 
and a lesser percentage of really old cars appear to 
be showing up but lots of modern exotics are 
regularly there. On nice Sunday mornings, the lot is 
already quite full at 6:30 am but cars remain there 
till about 10:00 am or later. 

 

Editorial Reflections 
Lisa DeKalb, Editor 

Content deadlines for upcoming 2017 editions: 
 
Newsletter Month Content Due Date 

August August 10th 
September September 10th  
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Refreshing Old Memories 
By Ed Clark  

About a year ago I decided to start tossing out old “stuff” 
from the basement.  For a while things went well:  lots of 
trips to the curb with trash cans started to make a 
difference.  I soon ran out of easy decision things to toss 
and started in on old car magazines which I had been saving 
since the mid-1960s.   

As lots of them were magazines with Corvette articles I 
began a process of scanning through them to see what 
might be worth reading and possibly saving.  I called the 
NCM and asked the lady who operates the archives if the 
Museum would be interested in the magazines and/or 
articles and she indicated yes with a few qualifications.  
Apparently the NCM has been given, by numerous people, 
lots of Corvette magazines like Corvette News, Vette Vues, 
Vette and similar publications and she didn’t need more of 
them or articles from them.  She was interested in general 
car magazine covers showing Corvettes and articles from 
them about Corvettes.  This started a long a laborious 
process for me which I am finally finishing. 

A good thing about doing this was a refresher course about 
Corvettes of all years and models.  Despite the space 
magazines devoted to discussing upcoming models, 
including sketches indicating what they would look like, 
showed that their many guesses were generally not much 

better than what you and I could have done.  Mid-engine 
rumors showed up about every two years, as far back as the 
1960s.  Maybe the magazines will be correct this time as 
pictures and guestimates of mid-engine design are all the 
rage again since mid-2015.   

Things that have changed over the years include ads by 
Goodyear showing Corvettes being replaced by ads from 
Michelin doing the same thing.   The numbers of ads by GM 
featuring Corvettes were fairly common during C2 thru C5 
years and have steadily gotten fewer since then. The prices 
for used C2 Corvettes in the 70’s were so low that a person 
with good future vision could have purchased a few to set 
aside for a nice retirement income now. 

A surprise I came across were two articles in a 1977 
publication featuring cars that were modified as show and 
race versions by a prior Corvette Atlanta member Butch 
Luther and one of those was a ’64 owned by prior member 
Collier Ayres.   

I plan to deliver several boxes of these clipped covers and 
articles to the NCM sometime this year and maybe they will 
find a place in the archives rather than the local landfill.  It 
would be a good to know that these documents may provide 
some useful information to someone in the future. Let me 
know if you are interested in looking through any of this info 
before it goes to the museum.       
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Upcoming Club Events 
  

 Jul 22 Morgan’s Lake Party 

All Cars Welcome! 
The Varsity Gwinnett Cruise-In 

Every 3rd Sunday  
4:00 pm to 7:00 pm 

6045 Dawson Blvd, Norcross, GA 30093 
I-85 Exit 99 - Jimmy Carter Blvd 

Cool Cars at Coolray Field 
Saturday, September 23rd 

10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
Coolray Field (Gwinnett Braves Stadium) 

2500 Buford Dr., Lawrenceville, GA 30043 

"Cars & Costumes" 
Saturday, October 28th 

Noon - 4:00 pm 
The Pink Pony 

1837 Corporate Blvd, Brookhaven, GA 30329 
Open Car Show and Halloween Co$tume Contest 

Toys for Tots Cruise-In 
Saturday, December 2nd 

11:00 am - 3:00 pm 
The Greater Good BBQ 

4431 Hugh Howell Rd, Tucker, GA 30084 
www.georgiacoolcruisers.org/ 

Car Shows & Cruise-Ins 

http://www.georgiacoolcruisers.org/
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2017 Corvette Atlanta  
Board of Directors 

Elected Board Members 
President Dave Brownell 

president@corvetteatlanta.org 

VP-Activities Amy Parker 
activities@corvetteatlanta.org 

VP-Membership Tom Wright 
membership@corvetteatlanta.org 

VP-Competition Don Parks 
competition@corvetteatlanta.org 

Secretary Anne Costolanski 
secretary@corvetteatlanta.org 

Treasurer Betty Parks 
treasurer@corvetteatlanta.org 

Member-at-Large  Lea Ann English 
member_at_large1@corvetteatlanta.org 

Member-at-Large  Bob Rio 
member_at_large2@corvetteatlanta.org 

Appointed Board Members 
Governor Betty Parks 

governor@corvetteatlanta.org 

NCM Ambassador  Ed Clark 
ambassador@corvetteatlanta.org 

Webmaster Mike Heaphy 
webmaster@corvetteatlanta.org 

Editor Lisa DeKalb 
editor@corvetteatlanta.org 

Parliamentarian Sondra Wright 
parliamentarian@corvetteatlanta.org 

Sponsor Liaison Dan Nugent 
sponsorliaison@corvetteatlanta.org 

 

Visit our Websites: 
Corvette Atlanta:  www.corvetteatlanta.org 

 www.facebook.com/groups/CorvetteAtlanta 
NCCC:   www.corvettesnccc.org 

Southeast Region NCCC:   www.ncccsouth.com 
NCM:   www.corvettemuseum.com 

 

http://www.cgcorvetteclub.com/events.htm 

http://www.peachstatecorvette.com/2017_Calendar_of_Events.php  
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