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Corvette Atlanta attends Classic Glass 
Corvette Club Car Show 

By Ed Clark 

CGCC held their annual car show at Day 
Chevrolet on Saturday, May 6, 2017.  
The show was attended by over 160 
Corvettes with all seven generations 
represented.   

Corvette Atlanta was represented by 
members Bob Rio, Tracy Phillips, Joel 
Forman and Ed Clark.  The weather 
started a bit cool but turned out to be great for most of the show. 

There were lots of door prizes to the point 
that nearly every entrant got one.  The 50/50 
program went over $1000 but unfortunately 
none of us had the winning ticket.  We also 
didn’t win 
any of the 
awards for 
our cars as 
the huge 

attendance resulted in significant 
competition. 

The NCM and several other vendors 
offered plenty of places to spend 
money on Corvette “stuff”.  The 
club had a food operation set up 
with BBQ and hot dog options along 
with lots of home cooked sweet desserts. 

The dealership had a Corvette for sale that I 
had not seen before.  It was a YENKO 
modified C7 with 800 horsepower in the 
Grand Sport body.  Someone must have 
obtained the rights to use the name and 
did quite well with this example. 

The CGCC has a well-organized event 
each year and you might want to 
consider attending. 

 

New CA member 
Tracy Phillips 

Ed Clark’s Corvette 

The YENKO Corvette 

Joel and Bob with their cars 

1954 
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No matter how old I have grown, I have always tried to stay well 
informed.  I subscribe and read four on-line (the newsprint people 
hate me) newspapers almost every day.  I also subscribe to paper 
copies of five or six (depending on how you count Popular Science) 
car magazines.  My Road and Track subscription dates back to an 
uninterrupted 1959 date and I once had every copy saved until 
sometime in 1970 when my mother cleaned house while I was 
overseas in the Navy. 

But now, as I realized last month, lots of my car magazine's parade 
seems to have passed me by and what remains is largely irrelevant 
to my current state of being.  Last month, three of four of the car 
magazines did road tests of cars most of us could no longer afford 
without applying for a mortgage sized loan exceeding a hundred 
thousand dollars.  Many cars had in excess of five hundred 
horsepower, required premium fuels and used up their tires in a 
few thousand miles of fun-filled driving.  Some tests even bragged 
about burn-outs that made tires trash in a few hundred miles of 
smoke and smell.  Not one of those cars tested would be my 
choice for a run to Publix or church.  A quick read of the Letters to 
the Editors makes me think that there are few souls who are able 
to buy the featured cars when they refer to "breaks" and "petals" 
as parts of their cars.  To me, that indicates folks who have not yet 
completed an accredited high school or currently having a tough 
time with Autocorrect and spelling features of their chosen 
computers.  Facebook and Snapchat is not a guaranteed form of 
education for many. 

Without trying to sound like the grump that I may be coming, the 
magazines that I most look forward to are those almost exclusively 
focused on older cars, Corvettes included.  Those are the pages 
that I can honestly say that I read every word.  The Autoweek, Car 
and Driver, Motor Trend magazines have turned into subscriptions 
where I mostly look at the pictures, read some Letters, and close 
them quickly when I see what the car prices have become.  When 
it comes to modern cars like Corvettes and BMWs, I do read about 
the new cars with some interest, but mostly to keep pace with 
how high the horsepower and sticker prices have gotten in 2017.  I 
do that so that I can carry on a conversation with my high school 
grandson who drinks the Kool Aid that comes with his subscription 
to Road and Track.  Guess who gave him the subscription?  I 
wonder if I could correct that mistake by changing it to Hemming's 
Classic Car, just so that he can amaze his school mates with stories 
about Packards, Oldsmobiles and Pontiacs someday.  I also wonder 
if he'll be content to spend his housing budget on a new 700 
horsepower Challenger or Bentley, just because it's what he has to 
have to keep up with the Automotive Joneses.  Nah, he's too smart 
to do that, I hope. Continued on Page 4 

President’s Notes 
By Dave Brownell 

 

All Cars Welcome! 
The Varsity Gwinnett Cruise-In 

Every 3rd Sunday  
4:00 pm to 7:00 pm 

6045 Dawson Blvd, Norcross, GA 30093 
I-85 Exit 99 - Jimmy Carter Blvd 

 “Hot Rods at Hayes” Car Show 
Saturday, May 20th 
10:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Hayes Dealerships of Baldwin 
3660 Georgia Hwy 365, Alto, GA 30510 

Memorial Weekend Car Show 
Saturday, May 27th 
11:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Home Depot - Doraville 
2500 Buford Dr., Lawrenceville, GA 30043 

Cool Cars at Coolray Field 
Saturday, September 23rd 

10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
Coolray Field (Gwinnett Braves Stadium) 

2500 Buford Dr., Lawrenceville, GA 30043 

"Cool Cars & Rescues" 
Sunday, June 11th 

1:00 - 4:00 pm 
Decatur Estate Antique Mall 

2272 Lawrenceville Hwy, Decatur, GA 30033 
Animal Rescue Fundraiser 

"Cars & Costumes" 
Saturday, October 28th 

Noon - 4:00 pm 
The Pink Pony 

1837 Corporate Blvd, Brookhaven, GA 30329 
Open Car Show and Halloween Co$tume Contest 

Toys for Tots Cruise-In 
Saturday, December 2nd 

11:00 am - 3:00 pm 
The Greater Good BBQ 

4431 Hugh Howell Rd, Tucker, GA 30084 

 
   

 
 
 

Car Shows & Cruise-Ins 

http://www.georgiacoolcruisers.org/
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     NCM Report 
        Ed Clark, NCM Ambassador 

NCM Bash 
 As I am writing this (April 30) the Bash event at the Museum is 
winding down.  Information about what was presented/ 
announced there is getting distribution through the internet’s 
many venues, including the NCM web sites.  The items I am 
presenting here involve the upcoming 2018 models and the 
Assembly Plants schedule. 
There was about a two hour presentation/Q&A session by 
Harlan Charles and Tadge Juechter in the NCM Theater where 
the 2018 models were discussed.  You may have seen that GM 
released the detailed ordering information for 2018 models to 
dealers about mid-April which gave a good bit of information on 
the 2018 C7s.  What was presented in this session followed that 
document closely.   Many people were interested in the ZR1 and 
C8 rumors and pictures floating around in magazines and 
internet sites over the last several months.  The answer was no 
information on any future models would be provided or 
discussed which ended that quickly. 

What was provided was a summary overview of the 2017 model 
year to date which was made up of Stingrays (41%), Grand 
Sports (38%) and Z06 (21%).  More than 75% of total 
production has automatic transmissions and over 950 of 1000 
Grand Sport Collector Editions have been built. 

For the 2018 models there are a several noteworthy 
announcements. The biggest news was the Limited Edition 
Carbon 65 package (code Z30) that will be limited to 650 cars 
worldwide (~450 for the USA).  The package is only available on 
the Grand Sport 3LT or the Z06 3LZ and is available on both 
coupes and convertibles.  The exterior color is Ceramic Matrix 
Gray which is described as off-white with a tinge of blue.  
Outside in the sun it has a metallic effect while inside it has a 
near matte appearance.  

The center hood bulge, roof and aero features including the 
spoiler are visible carbon fiber, it has blue graphics including the 
term Carbon 65 on the front fenders and lower door panels, and 
it has a special blue brake calipers. The interior has black 
competition seats with blue stitching, a carbon fiber steering 
wheel and a special emblem with the Carbon 65 graphics and 
the build number.  The $15,000 Z30 option cost includes many 
other options as well. 

The Grand Sport will be able to be ordered with the Ceramic 
Brakes (J57) without the Z07 package, the Performance Data 
Recorder will have additional monitoring features, and the 
Stingray will all have the 19”/20” wheel size of the Z51 option 
with several new wheel styles available.  All this sounds like the 
‘18s will be a bit complicated to order but will provide some 
options buyers have expressed interest in. 

The Assembly Plant News was that June 16 will be the last tour 
date and no tours will be available for about 18 months.  This is 
due to integrating the new paint line into the assembly process 
and then designing a new tour route considering safety. Also, if 
you want to get a 2018 C7 in the near future you will need to 
order it by June 12 as no cars will be assembled during the 
August-October time period.  After October, cars will be 
produced using the new paint facility which should improve 
quality.  
 
 

 

May Club Points 
Don Parks, VP-Competition 

This report reflects 11 activities (5 meetings, Award 
Banquet, Super Bowl party, Gibbs Garden, Old 4th 
Ward tour, & 2 CAMEOs) - and 69% of our membership 
has participated in at least one of the events!!  

The chart shows total points and the number of 
activities participated in through the May meeting 

Standings Club Member Points Events 
1 Nancy Morgan 47 8 
2 Mike Heaphy 40 9 
 Frank Merrifield 40 10 
3 Donna Greer 35 9 
 Michael Greer 35 9 
 Stephanie Strauss 35 9 
4 David Morgan 32 8 
5 Lisa Dekalb 30 8 
 Larry Vaitkus 30 8 
 Bob Zrolka 30 8 
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Editorial Reflections 
Lisa DeKalb, Editor 

Content deadlines for upcoming 2017 editions: 
 
Newsletter Month Content Due Date 

June  June 10th 

July June 8th  

 

Competition Report  
Don Parks, VP-Competition 

 
Past Events:  

Jacksonville: Betty and I returned to Jacksonville in April to compete 
in NFCA's one-day events. Betty's new car (2016) made to trip again 
since it's easier to drive (not trailer) a vehicle for a single day of 
competition. We were definitely more comfortable driving the car 
this time. I was able to win 6 of the 7 events in class while Betty 
took 4-1st overall, 2-2nd overall and 1-3rd overall ladies fastest time 
of day FTD) for all the events. She loves the car!!  
We both were told not to return with the new car... by our 
competitors! We may have to consider that since, on our way out of 
Jacksonville, the car was rear-ended by a young man whose brakes 
failed while he was lusting after the car! Luckily, we were stopped in 
traffic and he was not traveling too fast. Jim Ellis Collision Center is 
currently repairing it to its former glory! Thanks to Mark Frost for 
getting us in touch with the right folks!  
Bowling Green: The first Southeast Region events were held in 
Bowling Green during the Bash at NCM. There were about 50 
competitors from the Southeast as well as Carolina, East Ohio, 
Florida, Michigan, Midwest, Southwest, and West Ohio regions. The 
courses both days were fun and challenging. The weather wasn't a 
factor for the weekend - as the rain held off until everyone had left 
the facility! 
Jack Filippone's '96 Grand Sport made its debut again after several 
months of downtime while the clutch was being repaired. It 
performed quite well as I was able to win my class (and a few group 
FTDs) while Betty earned class wins and numerous FTDs!  
Saturday night we celebrated the 2016 season with the Regional 
Banquet. There were 21 men (I was 4th) and 9 ladies (Betty was 
2nd) that earned at least 200 points. The top 3 workers were 
recognized (it’s still strange that Jack and Steph aren't able to travel 
and retain their 1st place position). Corvette Atlanta was awarded 
3rd place in the Region.  

Upcoming Events - Southeast Region 

The 2017 Southeast Region Calendar* is taking shape with 
some new additions:  

 Jul 22-23 14 Low Speed Shelbyville, TN* 
 Sep 2-4 21 Low Speed Shelbyville, TN* 
 Oct 28-29 14 Low Speed Decatur, AL* 
 Nov 4-5 14 Low Speed Shelbyville, TN* 
 Nov 25-26   4 High (+6 HS FL) Roebling Road Raceway* 

Other Events in the South (aka Florida) 
 May 20 6 Low Speed Lakeland, FL 
 Jun 10 6 Low Speed Jacksonville, FL 

 NCCC 58th Annual National Convention 
 Aug 21-25 week of fun!! Bowling Green, KY * 

* represent SER/NCCC events 
        

President’s Notes  Continued from Page 2 

So, the Grump that I have become now goes to 
the monthly Caffeine and Octane shows and 
smiles approvingly at all those people who 
chrome plate and carbon fiber everything 
under their hoods and are so proud of it.  It is 
their money, not mine.  I do spend most of my 
time with the old guys in the pre-1970 corner 
who play with their cars, largely on a 
manageable diet of saved money that did not 
have to be mortgaged or involved with 
pawning a wedding ring.   

This past weekend I spent with my BMW 
friends who are mostly older than sixty: a 
pretty smart and accomplished group.  One car 
and its owner who impressed me told the story 
of his 1994 twelve cylinder coupe (an 850 that 
was a beautiful example that eventually won 
first prize) that cost $96,000 when new.  He 
bought it with 38,000 carefully driven and 
maintained miles a few years ago for $15,000.  
He has it up to 74,000 miles now, and he has 
no intention of selling it.  Buying and enjoying a 
car, smartly, makes it cool in my grumpy 
viewpoint.   

Since my 1987 BMW was electrically 
indisposed for this gathering, I drove two of my 
older Corvettes instead.  With these 
broadminded older people, they were both 
welcoming and understanding about my 
German car plight.  Two of them even asked for 
a ride.  Nice older people can be both smart 
and kind.  Someday, my grandson might even 
live long enough to see Porsche people act that 
way. 
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From the k itchen of Valerie McCurley 

Ingredients 
½ tsp McCormick Lemon Pepper 
½ tsp dill weed 
½ tsp garlic powder 
½ tsp paprika 
1 packet Ranch dressing mix 
¾ cup oil 
18-24 ounces oyster crackers  

Directions 
Mix all the dry seasonings and set aside.  

Put crackers in a “Tupperware” bowl that has a lid you 
can find (ha ha!).  

Pour in the oil, put the lid on, and roll the bowl around 
to coat the crackers. Then pour in the seasonings and 
roll the bowl around again to mix well. 
 

Upcoming Club Events 
 May 13 High Tea: NCWNM 
 May 20 Dinner: Top Spice, Toco Hills  

 Jun 17 Dinner: Greenwood 
Restaurant, Roswell 

 Jul 22 Morgan’s Lake Party 

SEASONED OYSTER 
CRACKERS 
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 http://www.cgcorvetteclub.com/events.htm 

 
http://www.peachstatecorvette.com/2017_Calendar_of_Events.php  

 

 

  
Carbon Fiber Reinforced Plastic (CFRP) 

By Ed Clark  

Many of us grew up hearing and have used the 
phrase “Wrap your a— in Fiberglass” referring to 
Corvettes and the fun of owning one.  As the first 
several generations of Corvettes were built using 
glass fiber reinforced resin (plastics) body parts this 
phrase was true and only a very few other cars used 
any.  I suppose it could have referred to your new 
fishing boat also but I never heard it used in that way. 

Fiberglass went through several changes in the resins 
used and the mechanisms for forming the panels.  
This helped the production time and improved the 
body panel’s surface smoothness and fit on 
Corvettes, as well as made them stronger and lighter.   

While some body panels are still being made with the 
improved fiberglass, Corvettes are well along in the 
process of having body panels made of Carbon Fiber 
Reinforced Plastic (CFRP).  This material was used on 
some panels of Z06 and ZR1 models in the C6 
generations but it was quite expensive and took a 
long time to make.   

Plason Carbon Composites developed a new 
manufacturing process which requires about 25% of 
the previous molding time required in an autoclave (a 
high temperature and pressure device) to form the 
panels.  This new process also produces a smoother 
surface requiring less post-molding finishing.  

You can see the results in hoods, roofs and various 
aero spoilers on the C7 models with more CFRP to 
come.  The material is lighter than sheet molding 
compound which is used for many other panels today 
and is also lighter than aluminum and magnesium 
alloys.  Some new manufacturing process had to be 
developed for attaching CFRP with high strength glues 
being one alternative. 

There are other methods being developed now which 
may shorten the time of manufacturer of CFRP as well 
and don’t require the autoclave’s use.  All this CFRP 
will provide higher strength, lighter weight and better 
performance and gas mileage for our favorite car. 

What will we need to use as our replacement 
“phrase”?  How about “Have you enjoyed your daily 
carbon fiber?”  This may make sense to some of us 
older Corvette fans, if you get my drift 

http://www.cgcorvetteclub.com/events.htm
http://www.peachstatecorvette.com/2017_Calendar_of_Events.php
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2017 Corvette Atlanta  
Board of Directors 

Elected Board Members 
President Dave Brownell 

president@corvetteatlanta.org 

VP-Activities Amy Parker 
activities@corvetteatlanta.org 

VP-Membership Tom Wright 
membership@corvetteatlanta.org 

VP-Competition Don Parks 
competition@corvetteatlanta.org 

Secretary Anne Costolanski 
secretary@corvetteatlanta.org 

Treasurer Betty Parks 
treasurer@corvetteatlanta.org 

Member-at-Large  Lea Ann English 
member_at_large1@corvetteatlanta.org 

Member-at-Large  Bob Rio 
member_at_large2@corvetteatlanta.org 

Appointed Board Members 
Governor Betty Parks 

governor@corvetteatlanta.org 

NCM Ambassador  Ed Clark 
ambassador@corvetteatlanta.org 

Webmaster Mike Heaphy 
webmaster@corvetteatlanta.org 

Editor Lisa DeKalb 
editor@corvetteatlanta.org 

Parliamentarian Sondra Wright 
parliamentarian@corvetteatlanta.org 

Sponsor Liaison Dan Nugent 
sponsorliaison@corvetteatlanta.org 

 

Family Helping Family 
By Betty Parks, Governor 

A benefit of NCCC is participating in the Family Helping 
Family program which allows our members to have 
access to fellow Corvetters while traveling should 
something happen to them, their car or if they just 
want to stop and have a cup of coffee with a fellow 
member! We’ve discussed this program at previous 
club meetings but thought it might be good to remind 
everyone that the program is still active.  

The intent of this program is to provide assistance for 
members as they travel across the country. Wouldn’t it 
be better to have a fellow NCCC member to help you 
instead of a stranger? Volunteers have been requested 
to sign up if they’re willing to be contacted by fellow 
NCCC members traveling through their area. The 
contact may be to provide mechanical expertise, 
provide a car trailer to haul your ride, knowledge of a 
good mechanic or dealership to take your ride to, have 
a spare bed for you to spend the night, or welcome you 
to stop for refreshments and conversation. The latest 
issue of the “Family Helping Family Directory” is 
published, secured and available from our NCCC 
National website. The directory is sorted by State, City 
and then in alphabetic order by the volunteer’s name. 
Contact me for the user name and password if you’re 
interested in downloading this directory. NOTE: THIS 
LIST IS NOT TO BE USED FOR OUTSIDE SOLICITATIONS 
OR DISTRIBUTION. IT’S INTENDED SOLELY FOR NCCC 
MEMBER ASSISTANCE.  

On the flip side - if you’re interested in volunteering to 
provide support in the Atlanta area, there is a form to 
complete on the NCCC website. When you sign up, you 
have agreed to provide assistance for free and as soon 
as you can or to find someone else who can. 
 

 

  , 

Visit our Websites: 
Corvette Atlanta:  www.corvetteatlanta.org 

 www.facebook.com/groups/CorvetteAtlanta 
NCCC:   www.corvettesnccc.org 

Southeast Region NCCC:   www.ncccsouth.com 
NCM:   www.corvettemuseum.com 

 

Find a group of people who 
challenge and inspire you; 

spend a lot of time with them, 
and it will change your life. 

— Amy Poehler 
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