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Corvette’s needed for St Patty’s Day Parade 

We've been asked to provide five cars for the St Patrick’s Day 
Parade on Saturday, March 11th.  Please give Tom Wright a call if 
you would like to attend.  Everyone is meeting-up at 17th St and 
Peachtree at 11am (same place as last year).    

Who doesn’t 
love a chance 
to parade a 
Corvette? 
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By Dave Brownell 

I read this morning, on the National Corvette Museum website, that one 
of my favorite Corvette influences has died at age 82.  Noland Adams 
was the guy that ultimately told me that I have a thin skin when it comes 
to car criticism. 

Nolan Adams was the author of one of my favorite Corvette library 
books, The Total Corvette Restoration Guide, Volume Two, 1963-
1967.  He was also the author and authority on dozens of other 
Corvette restoration books that preached the gospel of making your 
Corvette "correct" by returning to the condition it was when it left the 
factory, no matter how imperfect that might have been.  Nolan was one 
of the founding members of the National Corvette Restorer's Society, 
lovingly referred to as NCRS by both fans and detractors.  For about 
five years, I was a dues-paying NCRS member in the 1980s. 

During that time my only Corvette was the 1967 coupe that I still own.  
Somehow, probably because of the monthly NCRS newsletters I 
received, I got the urge to begin correcting my car to the way it left the 
factory:  with matching part and serial numbers for all the critical places 
NCRS wanted me to care about.  But I was also the fifth or sixth owner 
of the then twenty year old car, and the other guys had already done 
their personalizing of it to some extent.  One had even painted the car 
something resembling Candy Apple Red - which I discovered when I 
had the car stripped to bare fiberglass in Minnesota, before the factory 
colors were reapplied.  Another had added the usual Hurst shifter and 
not bothered to retain and store the sloppy factory unit that came on the 
car, a mortal sin according to NCRS.  Since the Hurst unit was doing 
fine, I elected to keep it and suffer the points loss if I ever had the car 
judged.  Somewhere along the line, the windshield had also been 
replaced with a non-date coded version, a venial sin at least. 

With fresh paint in the original color and new Michelin radial tires, my 
car looked good and drove well.  So, I decided to take it to the annual 
NCRS Bloomington Gold event in Illinois to see how it would measure 
up.  A swarm of judges began the process of really nit picking my car:   
wrong grease in the front suspension; the new paint did not have the 
factory imperfections; the seats look like they might have an Armor All 
shine on them.  All of this was supposed to make me try harder and 
bring it back in a year or two to see how perfectly imperfect I could 
make it.  Instead, my thin skin and my Corvette never came back.   

I watched other people take off factory original tires that were decades 
old and store the wheels/tires before putting their car back into the car 
trailer for the ride home.  These cars would not roll again until the next 
show when the ancient tires would be mounted again.  The owners 
would not think of enjoying the car by actually driving it, just by getting 
approving check marks by the NCRS judges.  Not my style, but to each 
his own. 

Today, the 1967 is pretty much the same as it was after its judging.  It 
does have a new (but correct) fuel tank and the radio has been restored 
to a nice functionality.  The Hurst shifter is still there at 84,000 miles.  
But the car has also been driven to Canada, Detroit and the complete 
length of the Blue Ridge Parkway in autumn.  I have enjoyed all the 
sweetness the factory built into it.  Much the same with the other three 
Corvettes I own. 

You have already heard the story of my C6 and how it survived a recent 
accident, not of my making.  I declare it almost completely healed (two 
parts remaining to be replaced) and it is now driving as good as it ever 
did.  But if I were to take it to a judging, the critics would discover my 
thin skin again.  At my advanced age, I now know it's the journey much 
more than the destination that counts.  I'd still like to have the late Nolan 
Adams agree with me on that. 

President’s Notes

All Cars Welcome! 
Dave & Buster's Car Show 

Sat, Feb 18th, 1pm - 4:30pm 
Dave & Buster’s Marietta 

2202 D&B Drive 
Marietta, GA 30076 

The Varsity Gwinnett Cruise-In 
Sunday, February 19th 

4:00 pm to 7:00 pm 
(Every 3rd Sunday) 
6045 Dawson Blvd  

Norcross, GA 30093 
I-85 Exit 99 - Jimmy Carter Blvd 

Atlanta International Auto Show 
Wednesday, March 22nd to 

Sunday, March 26th 
Georgia World Congress Center 
285 Northside Drive, Atlanta, GA 

"Holy Rollers" Car Show 
Saturday, April 29, 2017 

11:00 am - 3:00 pm 
St. David’s Episcopal Church 

1015 Old Roswell Road 
Roswell, GA 30076 

“Hot Rods at Hayes” Car Show 
Saturday, May 20th 
10:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Hayes Dealerships of Baldwin 
3660 Georgia Hwy 365 

Alto, GA 30510 

Memorial Weekend Car Show 
Saturday, May 27th 
11:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Home Depot - Doraville 
2500 Buford Drive 

Car Shows & Cruise-Ins 



CA Newsletter  February 2017  | 3 

  
 

    NCM Report 
        Ed Clark, NCM Ambassador 
Corvette Assembly Plant Changes and Motor Sports Park 

Do you need another reason to attend the NCCC convention in
Bowling Green, KY from August 21 to August 25, 2017? The
information presented below may help you decide to go.  Of course
the National Corvette Museum is going to be open and has some
new displays to see. 

There is apparently strong indication that the Corvette Assembly
Plant will be closed down for possibly three months or longer
starting at the end of the 2017 model year production run, which
generally occurs in mid-June.  The plant manager at the assembly
plant has said no to any August plant tour dates, which adds to the
speculation about what is going on. Stay tuned. 

In mid-2016 GM announced a $290 Million improvement program
for the Corvette assembly plant.  This followed an announcement
in May 2015 of a $439 Million for construction of the new paint
shop. The paint shop was to include about 450,000 square feet of
space. During construction of the paint shop area aerial
photographs showed a large basement area which was said to be
the location of the air quality system for the paint shop.  

A more recent photograph by the local newspaper, at the
installation of the final roof beam, showed what appears to be a
second story.  The article indicated the size was now 870,000
square feet (close to 20 acres of floor space).  When you compare
the cost of the C5 to C6 upgrade of $19 Million and the $131
Million for the C6 to C7 upgrade, this is a huge amount of money
and a huge space. 

Someone did an evaluation of the size of the new buildings using
Google earth.  They calculated the estimated size of the building
and found it could be even bigger than the 870,000 sq. ft. most
recently announced.  So what does all this mean?  The NCCC
convention may offer some real insight to the inner workings of our
favorite car’s assembly plant and give the attendees a bit of inside
information about the possibility of C7/C8 co-production. 

Attending the Convention and visiting the Museum could make you
an early “information insider” of the future of the Corvette.
GM/Chevrolet often uses the NCM and other large gathering
places like the NCCC convention to make announcements about
new things going on.   

In breaking news, the litigation going on between the MSP/NCM
and the homeowners in the Clark Circle Subdivision has reached a
tentative agreement.  This is to be presented at a Bowling Green
City Commission meeting in March.  If all goes well, the reduced
noise level the MSP has demonstrated and many of the
homeowners have said is satisfactory may result in a final
settlement.  Details are not yet available on what the impact on
MSP users will be and what new rules will be in place.  

. 
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Today is Valentine's Day, or, 

as men like to call it,  

Extortion Day! 

 ~~Jay Leno 

	

In Memory of William E. (Bill) Cowan  

- submitted by Betty Parks 

We have just been notified that former CA member, Bill 
Cowan, died on February 1, 2017. Bill and his wife Phyllis 
joined Corvette Atlanta in 2004 and maintained their 
membership through 2015. 

Bill worked long hours as a software developer but found 
time to attend occasional meetings as well as a road trip to 
the National Corvette Museum. He was always showing off 
his latest treasures from Unclaimed Baggage (from 
airlines). Bill had a passion for collecting pocket knives - 
and even gave one of them - a Corvette knife - to Donnie. 

Below is his obituary: 

William "Bill" Emerson Cowan (age 71) of Conyers, GA passed away on 
February 1, 2017 due to complications resulting from treatment of 
Myelodysplastic Syndrome. William was born June 4, 1945 in Locust 
Grove, GA to Harold Franklin and Julia Frances Cowan. In 1953, William 
welcomed younger brother, Darrell Franklin, to the family. William was a 
proud graduate of Henry County High School (Class of 1963).  

William was introduced to his wife, Phyllis Cook Cowan, while they both 
worked at Atlanta Gas Light in 1965. Four short months after their first 
date, William and Phyllis embarked on a more than 51 year journey as a 
devoted, married couple. Shortly after their wedding, William left to 
proudly serve his country in the U.S. Army including an assignment in 
Korea. 

William and Phyllis welcomed their son, Benjamin Harold, in 1970 and 
their daughter, Kimberly Elizabeth, in 1975. William's proudest legacy is 
his family which grew to include daughter-in-law, Joan, and 
grandchildren, Kathryn Elizabeth (14), Madelyn Marie (13), and Charles 
William (11), as well as son-in-law, Paul. Also enriching his life are his 
extended family including sisters-in-law and many nieces and nephews. 

William was grateful to God for the blessings and honors bestowed upon 
him in his life, including the opportunity to co-found his own software 
development firm, Confident Software, Inc. in 1985. One of William's 
greatest treasures collected throughout his professional and personal 
lives were the friendships he made. It was difficult for anyone to remain a 
stranger in William's proximity – to meet William was to want to know him. 
He appreciated everyone who wanted to know him.  

When William was not working, he was traveling. He and Phyllis loved to 
sail the oceans, and visit new places. William was enamored with the 
beauty and expanse of God's creations. 

Bill's funeral was Sunday, February 5, 2017.   

Cards	would	be	appreciated	and	can	be	sent	to	his	wife:		Phyllis	
Cowan,	2742	Hwy	212	SW,	Conyers,	GA	30094	

Membership Report
Tom Wright, VP-Membership 
Holding steady at 80 members!. 

NCCC Scholarship Program 
Submitted by Betty Parks, CA Governor 

The NCCC Scholarship Program is funded through 
donations from Clubs, individuals and corporate 
friends such as Mid America Motorworks. The 
NCCC Scholarship Committee awards $1,000 
scholarships to worthy young people who have 
some connection with NCCC - through a Father, 
Mother, Grandmother, Grandfather, etc. that has 
been a member of NCCC for at least three years. 
“Some Connection” implies that the Applicants 
relatives should have knowledge of the various 
requirements of the Scholarship Program. 

Starting in 2017, there is a new, paperless 
application process which is completely online and 
driven by the applicant's updates. All completed 
electronic applications must be received by June 
15, 2017. The deadline may change from year to 
year depending upon the date of the Annual NCCC 
Convention. 

Please note that the complete application 
information is available online from the NCCC 
website--click on Charity and you will find 
everything you need to apply. Scholarships are 
announced at the NCCC Convention in August. 
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Editorial Reflections 
Lisa DeKalb, Editor 

Many thanks go to Ed, Don and Betty for supplying articles for 
this newsletter. 

Content deadlines for 2017: 
Newsletter Month Content Due Date 
March  Mar 10th   
April  Mar 8th   

                                                           
    

Prep 15 min  Bake 20 min per batch 
   
1 cup butter, softened  1 pkg (8 oz) cream cheese 
1½ C sugar (Turbinado sugar)   1½ tsp vanilla   
4 eggs  2 C all‐purpose flour   
1½ tsp baking powder  ½ C chopped pecans 
½ tsp salt   
2 C fresh or frozen cranberries   

In a large mixing bowl, cream the butter, cream cheese, sugar 
and vanilla.  Add eggs, one at a time, beating well after each 
addition.    Combine  the  flour,  baking  powder  and  salt.    Stir 
into cream mixture  just until moistened. Fold  in cranberries 
and pecans. 

Fill greased or paper‐lined muffin cups ¾ full.  Bake at 350 for 
20‐25 minutes or until a toothpick comes out clean.  Cool the 
muffins  for  5 minutes  before  removing  from  pans  to wire 
racks.  Serve warm. 

Yield 2 dozen.          GrandKid Approved!!!              Yum! Yum! 

Cream Cheese  
Cranberry  
Muffins 

Mecum Auctions – Corvettes  
By Edward Clark 

Like many of our club members, I have had and still have a 
great interest in cars/trucks.  Seeing many of those vehicles I 
like crossing the auction block provides a refresher to my 
memories and a better understanding of their value.  I have 
thus tried to set aside time to watch the Barret-Jackson and 
Mecum auctions as they are generally selling the vehicles I 
have the most interest in. 

Corvettes often represent a fairly good percentage of the cars 
presented, though usually much less than the Mustangs and 
Camaros.  The Corvettes being auctioned range in quality 
from daily drivers to full restorations with NCRS, Bloomington 
and other awards of authenticity as well as RestoMods 
(which look fairly stock but have modern internals).  

I have put together a partial list of the Corvettes that made 
the top 10 selling cars at the Mecum auctions in 2016 plus 
the recently completed Kissimmee auction in 2017.  The # 
number represents where the car was in the top ten sold and 
included is a bit of information about the car and the sale 
price.  The buyer has to provide an additional 10% to the 
auction company. 

Kissimmee 2017 
 #2 67 Conv., 435hp, 427ci $775,000 
 #5 57 Big Brake Airbox $450,000 
 #10 63 RestoMod Coupe $300,000 
Kansas City 2016 
 #1  67 Big Block Coupe $130,000 
 #2 67 Conv., 435hp, 427   $92,500 
 #3 63 Coupe   $85,000 
 #4 63 Coupe   $80,000 
 #6 67 Conv., 327ci   $75,000 
 #7 62 340hp, 4 sp   $75,000 
 #10 64 RestoMod, LS3   $65,000 
Anaheim 2016 
 #6 54 RestoMod $110,000 
Chicago 2016 
 #3 67 Conv., 435hp, 427ci $123,000 
Louisville 2016 
 #4 62  RestoMod, LS3 $200,000 
 #9 61 Big Brake, Fuelie   $90,000 
Harrisburg 2016 
 #2 67 Conv., 400hp, 427ci $160,000 
 #3  67 Coupe, 435hp, 427ci $125,000 
 #4 63 Coupe, 340hp $120,000 
 #9 54  Bloomington Gold $102,500 
 #10 73 Motion Manta Ray $100,000 
Denver 2016 
 #2  63 Coupe, 360hp $140,000 
 #3 57 RestoMod $135,000 
 #4 67 Conv., 400hp, 427ci $125,000 
 #6 66 Coupe, 427ci $115,000 
 #9 65 Conv., Bloomington Gold   $72,000 

There were more in the top ten in Portland, Houston and 
Kansas City.  But in Dallas, Monterey and Indy no Corvettes 
made the top 10.  Lots of Corvettes outside the top 10 were 
sold as well at all the auction sites.   

A clear trend in all these is the most expensive sales of 
Corvette C1 and C2 models are award winners or well-done 
RestoMods.  Specialty and limited-edition models like L88s 
and well known Corvette race cars always sell well in these 
auctions.   

I continue to be amazed at the number of 435hp, 427ci 
engine 67s offered for sale at these auctions which makes 
me wonder how many are authentic. 
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Competition Report 
Don Parks, VP-Competition 

 

Upcoming Events - Southeast Region  

The 2017 Southeast Region Calendar* is taking shape with 
some new additions:   

 Apr 29-30 14 Low Speed Bowling Green, KY*   
 Jul 22-23 14 Low Speed Shelbyville, TN* 
 Sep 2-4 21 Low Speed Shelbyville, TN* 
 Oct 28-29 14 Low Speed Decatur, AL* 
 Nov 4-5 14 Low Speed Shelbyville, TN* 
 Nov 25-26 4 High (+6 HS FL) Roebling Road Raceway* 

          Other Events in the South (aka Florida) 
 Mar 18 6 Low Speed Jacksonville, FL  
 Apr 22 6 Low Speed Jacksonville, FL 
 Apr 29-30 14 Low Speed Melbourne, FL 
 May 20 6 Low Speed Lakeland, FL 

           NCCC 58th Annual National Convention 
 Aug 21-25 week of fun!! Bowling Green, KY * 

* represent SER/NCCC events 
 (Participation in those events earns club points) 

Club Points System 
Don Parks, VP-Competition 

 
This is a  reprint from previous year’s newsletter 
regarding the points system. No changes have been 
requested; therefore, we will continue the current 
tracking for 2017. 

 The purpose of the points system is to establish a 
method by which the members of CA will be recognized 
for participating in events related to club activities. 

 Elected officers of CA are exempt from participating in 
the points system for the duration of their term. To 
encourage regular members to hold an office, each 
elected board member shall receive a plaque showing 
the office held and the term year; multiple term officers 
shall receive a plaque each year.  

 The VP of Competition shall be responsible for 
maintaining the points’ standings. Members that 
participate in or attend events other than those attended 
or hosted by CA shall be responsible to notify the VP of 
Competition of their participation / attendance.  

 Club points may only be earned for attending events 
within the Southeast Region of NCCC and the annual 
NCCC Convention.  

 The calendar year for the points system shall be from 
January 1 to December 31.  

 Points shall be earned as follows: 

o  3 - Attendance at regularly scheduled business 
meeting 

o  5 - Attend/Participate/Work in club hosted event 

o 10 - Chair/Co-Chair club event (no limit) 

o  5 - Participate in event within Southeast Region (per 
day) 

o 10 - Attend annual NCCC Convention (full package)1

o  5 - Attend annual NCCC Convention (day pass) 
1Total points – not per day attended 

2017 Update - As this report goes to print, there have 
been four activities:  two meetings, the Awards
Banquet and the Super Bowl party.  We’ve had 65% 
of our membership participate in at least one of the 
events!! Fifteen members have attended ALL four. 

At the February meeting, there was discussion about 
what activities needed to be added to our club 
calendar to encourage more participation - day &/or 
overnight road trips, rallyes, cruise-ins, etc.  

Please voice your ideas and opinions to Amy Parker 
or other members of the Board. What will it take to
get the remaining 35% of the membership involved??

Celebrating Tenure 
Submitted by Betty Parks, CA Governor 

As we turn our calendar ahead for 2017, it seems appropriate to 
mention our tenured members who have supported the club - 
through good time as well as some not-so-good times - and have 
made a contribution to the club! These folks have maintained their 
membership, uninterrupted, since joining. 

 43 Years - Ed Clark (1974) 
 42 Years - Ron Michael, David Morgan (1975) 
 41 Years - Dan Nugent (1976) 
 40 Years - Doug McSwain, Amy Parker, Don and Betty Parks (1977) 
 39 Years - Bob Zrolka, Carolyn Nugent (1979) 
 34 Years - Mike Heaphy (1983) 
 32 Years - Liz Baxter, Frank Merrifield (1985) 
 30 Years - Jim Hutchinson (1987) 

Most of these folks have remained quite active in the club over all 
their years. Their continued commitment and guidance have made 
a difference in the club. Remember you get out of the club (and life) 
what you're willing to give. Will your name appear on this list in the 
future? 
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– Rewind –  
Easy Charity Efforts Continue in 2017!! 

Submitted by Betty Parks, CA Governor 

It is said that charity starts at home. . . so I’m asking you to 
continue to support these easy charity efforts from your home!  

 Ronald McDonald House!  The first effort began a couple of 
years ago while tail-gating in Defiance, OH. Bernyce Molenda, 
one of the ladies there, was from Fort Worth, TX and asked if 
she could have the pull tabs off the drink cans. When 
questioned further, she stated that the tabs were collected for 
the Ronald McDonald House in Fort Worth. The collected tabs 
are recycled to generate funds to help offset the House’s 
expenses.  

 A Bench for Caps:  The second effort is new this year but is 
the same as we did a couple of years ago for a school in 

Indiana. The new request is for a school in Ohio that is trying 
to collect plastic caps from various plastic bottles and jugs to 
then be turned into benches. The caps come from water 
bottles, soft drinks, mike jugs as well as lids from butter, cream 
cheese, peanut butter jars, detergent caps, etc. -- anything 
plastic!!  
o The project, called “A Bench for Caps”, takes 400 

pounds of caps to make one bench.  

 Support our Veterans!  The third effort continues collecting 
travel size toiletries that will be provided to Veterans groups in 
Indiana. This includes shampoo, conditioner, lotions, etc. that 
you do not use from your hotel room when traveling. I also add 
toothpaste and tooth brushes that we get from our dentist. 

These little things can make a BIG difference! Please consider 
collecting these pull tabs, plastic caps, and toiletries for these 
three charity efforts. I’ll gladly take all donations at the meetings.  

Can I count on your support??
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http://www.cgcorvetteclub.com/events.htm 

 
 
 

http://www.peachstatecorvette.com/2017_Calendar_of_Events.php  


