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President’s Notes
Dave Brownell
It’s two whole days after the 2016 Corvette Atlanta Car Show, so I 
know that I am not dreaming and I’ve survived another one of them.  
The thanks has to go to lots of our members, our sponsor and all 
the Corvette owners and fans who participated.  Without that effort 
and enthusiasm, we’d have a hard time helping the families who 
are working with Shepherd to regain some ability and normalcy in 
their upturned lives.  That alone should make all of us feel good 
about what has just happened at Chamblee Plaza in mid April 2016.
There were lots of moving parts in this year’s show.  This year, 
instead of dealing with an airport and the FAA, we persisted in 
dealing with a shopping center management who often seemed 
reluctant to collaborate.  We made some friends with the merchants 
(the rug dealer and several restaurants were very cooperative) and 
coupons came from every direction to make us feel welcome.  Our 
sponsor brought at least eight new Corvettes to tempt and educate 
us.  Plus, the use of a new Chevy box truck to move all those 
orange barrels and cones to keep us on the straight and narrow 
really helped with the organization.  We’re fortunate to have access 
to this dealer sponsorship, so give them a real chance to sell you 
your next car.
Finally, thanks to all of you who chipped in with door prizes, 
brownies, cold drinks and FiftyFifty tickets.  It all helped to make 
this a successful show.  Blue skies and very stiff breezes kept us on 
our toes.  No matter how appealing those new and older Corvettes 
were, it was as much the people behind them that made the day 
what it was.  So, thank you for the parts you played.  Once we all 
recover, we might just do it again next year.

2016 Corvette Atlanta, Inc. 
Board of Directors
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Consistently ranked among the top National Council of Corvette 
Clubs (NCCC) affiliated clubs, we are active in a variety of 
Corvette enthusiast endeavors – such as club social activities, 
road rallyes, car shows, displays & amateur competitive solo 
driving – we try to have a good time in everything we do!
If you think owning & driving a Corvette is something special 
& you like being around others who feel the same way, please 
consider joining our club.
Club meetings are held the 1st Tuesday of each month. For 
more information about Corvette Atlanta, please contact the 
VP-Membership or any other officer listed above.
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Charles tells me he was born and raised in Atlanta (another 
Atlanta native, yay!).  That’s an elite, but dwindling local club, 
as more of us natives move around the country spreading our 
special brand of being.
A widower for 12 years, Charles and his late wife Betty 
have three daughters, four grandchildren and five great 
grandchildren.  He also has a “wild” three year old Maltese, 
who was a shelter rescue (good for you, Charles!).
Charles has been a member of Corvette Atlanta for seven 
years (total).  His wife Betty enjoyed the club very much.  
In all, Charles has had ten Corvettes.  His first one was a 
1957, which he purchased for $1500.00 in 1959.  According 
to Charles it should have been a parts car since it was in 
his father’s garage almost every week!  He said he always 
prayed it would start and then that it was get him back home.  
Lots of us probably have that same memory of a car we had 
(or have).  Currently Charles has a 2002 C5 black convertible 
with 17,980 actual miles on it.  This is his only car.  Wow, a 
Corvette owner who drives it as a primary vehicle!  Don’t think 
I know anyone else in this category.  Way to go, Charles, way 
to go.
Having retired from the Finance Section of the Georgia 
Department of Revenue, Charles says he is enjoying 
retirement.  He sings in the choir at Tucker First United 
Methodist Church.  He paints with oil and he sketches.  He 
also enjoys short trips in his ‘vette.  He is best known among 
his friends and family as someone who has a good time and 
enjoys life.  -- We welcome you back to CA, Charles.

Member Spotlight:
Charles Hawkins     S. Wright



Editorial Reflections          Betty Parks, Editor
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Competition Report   
Don Parks, VP-Competition
The official start of the Southeast Region’s Competition season 
began in Shelbyville, TN April 9-10. There were 43 participants 
from Carolina, Indiana, Michigan, Midwest, Southeast & West 
Regions. Saturday evening we honored our 2015 competition 
winners, including CA as 3rd place, Betty 1st place Ladies and me 
as 2nd place Worker.  

Saturday “Lunch” Out
Nancy Morgan
Our next Saturday Day Out will be May 14th.  This month we will 
be doing something different, we will be having lunch at The Blue 
Willow Inn in Social in Circle, Ga.  294 N Cherokee Road, Social 
Circle, Ga. 30025.  770-464-2131  The menu is a Southern Food 
Buffet & Seafood.  After lunch we will be driving over to Madison for 
site seeing and shopping.  If that doesn’t interest you, you can drive 
back home. 
We will be meeting 11:00 to 11:30 at Rehoboth Baptist Church 
parking lot.  2997 Lawrenceville Hwy, Tucker, Ga 30084. We will 
be leaving at 11:30 sharp.  If you miss the caravan,  the address is 
above.  We will see you there.
If you would like to join in the fun and eat some good food, please 
e-mail me back.  I will be happy to put you on the list.

March Cameo - Taziki’s Cafe               Photos by Jim Lecki

April is shaping up to be a very busy month. . .so many things to do with your Corvette!! In this issue, you’ll see some of those 
activities - from the CA Ladies’ trip to Gibbs Garden, GA Tech Car Show, Autocrosses in Shelbyville, TN and most important the 
club’s Charity car show with Jim Ellis Chevrolet. We recapped some March events with photos from the CAMEO and articles/photos 
from the Hendrick trip.
Special thanks to everyone who submitted articles or photos to help document what the club is doing. I’ve been trying to get some 
artistic help in laying out the car show story but my niece has been extremely busy with no time to spare. I had over 100 photos to 
select from for the  story line - hope it reflects our memories properly!
Stay tune - May will be another busy month!!

Membership Report 
Welcome our newest member - George Shemaka, who is a proud 
owner of a 2002 Corvette.The club now grows to 90 members.
Remember, if you have any potential leads or address changes, 
please let us know.
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Calendar of Events
April 2016
   2 Gibbs Garden, Ball Ground, GA*
   2 GA Tech Auto Show, Atlanta
   2 Saturday Night Out, Southbound, Chamblee*
   3 Caffeine & Octane Gathering, Perimeter Mall, Atlanta
   5 CA General Meeting - O’Charley’s Restaurant, Tucker*
   9 All Chevy Charity Show - Lanier Corvettes, Buyavette  
 9-10 14 Low Speed Autocrosses, Shelbyville, TN*
  16 CA / Jim Ellis Car Show - Chamblee Plaza*  
  19 CA Board Meeting - Amy Parker’s home, Decatur
 22-23 NCCC Governors’ Meeting - St. Louis, MO
 28-30 NCM Bash, Bowling Green, KY
 29-30 12 Low Speed Autocrosses - TX Motor Speedway, 
 Ft. Worth, TX
May 2016
   1 Caffeine & Octane Gathering, Perimeter Mall, Atlanta
   3 CA General Meeting - O’Charley’s Restaurant, Tucker*
   7 SuperVette Saturday, Classic Glass Show, Acworth
   7 6 Low Speed Autocrosses, St. Augustine, FL
  14 Good Neighbor Day Open House, PDK Airport
  14 Saturday Lunch Out, Blue Willow Inn, Social Circle*
  14 Tucker Days Cruise-In, Tucker
  17 CA Board Meeting - Amy Parker’s home, Decatur
  21 Shop Day, Jim Ellis Chevrolet, Chamblee*
 28-30 21 Low Speed Autocrosses, Bowling Green, KY*
June 2016
   5  Caffeine & Octane Gathering, Perimeter Mall, Atlanta
   7 CA General Meeting - O’Charley’s Restaurant, Tucker*
  11 Saturday Night Out, Greenwood’s, Roswell*
 18-19 24 Hours of LeMans
 18-20 Club’s Road Trip to NCM*
  21 CA Board Meeting - Amy Parker’s home, Decatur
 23-25 Bloomington Gold, Indianapolis, IN
  
  * denotes events that are sanctioned for Club points

Hummingbird Cake
Sondra Wright
This 1950’s-style cake  has got it all. Hummingbird Cake is nutty, 
cinnamon-y, and loaded with fruit! Grab your Bundt pans, and get in 
the kitchen! Company’s coming over, and this cake is sure to woo 
every last one of them. 
Oven 350° for 55 minutes
Ingredients::
• 1 (18.25-ounce) package yellow cake mix
• 1 (4-serving-size) package vanilla instant pudding and pie filling
• 1/2 cup vegetable oil
• 1 (8-ounce) can crushed pineapple, well drained with juice reserved
• 4 eggs
• 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
• 1 ripe banana, cut up
• 1/2 cup finely chopped pecans
• 1/4 cup chopped maraschino cherries, well drained
• 1/3 cup prepared cream cheese frosting
Directions:
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Coat a 10-inch Bundt pan with 
cooking spray. 
2. In a large bowl, combine cake and pudding mixes, the oil, pineapple, 
eggs, and cinnamon. Add enough water to reserved pineapple juice 
to make 1 cup; add it to the bowl then beat with an electric mixer until 
mixture is thoroughly combined. 
3. Stir in banana, pecans, and cherries; mix well then pour into 
prepared pan. 
4. Bake 55 to 60 minutes, or until a toothpick inserted in center comes 
out clean. Let cake cool in pan 20 to 25 minutes, then invert onto a 
serving plate. Let cool completely.
5. In a microwave-safe bowl, heat cream cheese frosting 10 to 15 
seconds. Stir until smooth and pourable then drizzle over cooled 
cake before slicing.
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                        Upcoming Events
             The month of April starts the busy time for the Museum.  The “BASH” is April 28-30 and the “C4 GATHERING” which 
also includes the Grand Sport and ZR-1 meetings is May 12-14. A new event this year is at the Museum is the live viewing of the “24 
HRS OF Le MANS” in their movie auditorium in June.  The NCM is one of only 3 places worldwide that has access to the live broadcast 
for the full race.  The Museum plans to have several food functions, an available bar, snacks and other activities and will be open all 
24 hrs of the race for event participants.  It might be the only time you will get to see the race on a big screen with live feeds from the 
C7-R crews.
The Museum in Motion events this year includes the Tail of the Dragon with a stay in Ashville.  Another is a visit to the GM Milford 
Proving Ground where last year’s participants saw some interesting vehicles but no pictures were allowed. 
These are some of the Museum functions involving Corvettes and there are a whole bunch also at the Motor Sports Park.  There is 
much more information on the new NCM web site if you have interest in any of these activities.
At this time, our Club volunteer visit to the Museum and Assembly Plant is scheduled for June 18-20, 2016.  More information to come 
on this trip.

NCM Report                        Ed Clark, NCM Ambassador    
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Corvette Atlanta members Ron and Barbara Rotondi, Frank Merrifield, Bob Zrolka, Tom Wright, Dan Nugent, Michael Greer and Ed Clark joined 
about 70 more people on a visit to the Rick Hendrick Corvette Collection in Charlotte.  The trip was put together by Steve Bracken with the Amazing 
Corvette Club.  People in the group came from Birmingham, AL, Columbus, GA, metro Atlanta plus some from NC and other places.  After lunch 
at a Marlow’s Tavern, the 45 or so Corvettes headed out to Charlotte in groups of about 10 and drove up I-85 through SC into NC then through 
Charlotte to Concord where most stayed at a Hampton Inn.  As often happens on longer trips, a construction project on the interstate near the 
Commerce, GA  exit got us all mixed up with semis and other traffic that took a while to sort out.
Lots of the discussions at the Hampton Inn’s welcoming “drinks and wings” surrounded questions about the visit to the collection as well as where 
people were from, what Corvettes they had, where were they going to eat dinner (CAMEO activities seems consistent among Corvette owners) 
and who they were cheering for in the NCAA tournament. The Corvette Atlanta group with a couple of exceptions went across the street to a Long 
Horn Steak House and most behaved rather well by not eating a whole cow. 
The next morning we headed out as a large group to the Hendrick NASCAR racing complex where he keeps his collection.  There are four Hendrick 
car dealerships around the entrance to the complex giving you the first impressions that this is going to be a nice place and it is.  The 150 acre site 
includes several large buildings including two with NASCAR teams, an administration building, a NASCAR Museum and store, a building for racing 
team practice and other activities and the Corvette Collection building up on a hill.  A big area of construction is to be a paint shop by Axalta which 
works on Hendricks cars and other vehicles.
The Collection building is quite large and on this trip held approximately 197 cars according to one of the guides.  There were maybe 10 non-GM 
vehicles in the building and the preponderance of the others were Corvettes with a much smaller collection of Camaros and personal and race 
cars from the Hendrick family.  You are immediately overwhelmed by the rows of ’67 big block cars, both coups and convertibles which were said 
to include all the exterior and interior color combinations available that year.  Rows of solid axle Corvettes, the Duntov Million Dollar Circle where 
each of the cars has a value of more than that amount, a drive in with speaker posts and a movie going on are also in the display area.  All the cars 
have a printed document on the windshield telling you about the special features it has and the number of very rare features is impressive. A special 
feature on quite a few of the Corvettes was S/N #001 from the 50’s through new ones. There are also several 1 of 1 cars (many were COPOs) 
there which were made for Rick Hendrick by GM including Corvettes and Camaros.  Michael Greer noticed a mistake on one of the documents and 
mentioned it to a staff person who gave him a hat in appreciation.
There are apparently at least one more huge building holding cars plus several barns and outbuildings holding another 200+/- cars.  Rick’s home 
was reported to have a multi-car garage which he uses to keep some of his favorites as well.  The walls in the building include replicas of some of 
the family store fronts from the past plus paintings/photos/racing equipment and other mementos of Rick’s.  A Corvette enthusiast, as most of these 
visitors are, can have a great time seeing things that they have heard or read about or maybe saw on an auction show displayed here in real life.
Short of my Bride winning a huge lottery I will have to be happy with my Corvette car collection which may be close to Rick’s in total number but 
mine, with the exception of a few, have “Hot Wheels” stamped on the bottom!

Hendrick Corvette Collection • March 17-18          Ed Clark 



While the parking spaces were taking shape, registration and snack areas were being set up for business. Soon the show would begin!!

Registration ran smoothly with Nancy Morgan and her team - Lisa Dekalb had prepared the dashcards and trained Nancy to run her 
program prior to “show time” since she had a scheduling conflict with the show start time. Cars rolled in and quickly out of holding area...

In total, 82 cars were ready to show off their pride & joy....Let the show begin!!
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April 16th Charity Car Show                    Betty Parks
Hats off to the club for another successful car show!! 
Due to space limitations at the Jim Ellis Chevy dealership, we were forced to think outside the box 
on where to have the show. With the help from Mark Frost, we were able to secure the Chamblee 
Plaza parking lot that was the meet-up point for last year’s show at PDK airport. The lot no longer 
was the temporary parking for Jim Ellis Audi vehicles so there were a host of options for our use:

With those options came the opportunity to find ways to block the flow of cars that normally cut 
through that space on a daily basis. Luckily, Dave Brownell had access to barrels & barricades 
used in road construction that were perfect for our situation. On Friday before the show, he got the 
“Show Billboard” truck and headed north to load up those items. With the truck filled to the bream, 
he returned it to the dealership in anticipation of Saturday morning’s show.

Saturday greeted us with “Chamber of Commerce” weather and a host of club volunteers to make 
the magic work - securing the parking lot space for the show. Dave B, Dan N, Larry V, & Mike H 
took the lead with their team to set up the area quickly and ready for car placement. 
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Live Music entertainment was provided by the rock cover band, UnderCurrent, which has a tie to Corvette Atlanta with performers 
Trent Brown and Bob Warren. Great music while looking at multi-generation Corvettes - what could be better!!
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 Class Winners:

  C-1 - Tom Fuller - 1957 Convertible
  C-2 - Tom Fuller - 1963 Split Window
  C-3 - Ed Clark - 1970 Convertible - Corvette Atlanta
  C-4 - Bret & Carol Looker - 1993 Coupe - Amazing Corvettes
  C-5 - Angie Guettner - 2003 - Amazing Corvettes
  C-6 - Ken Sponsler - 2006 ZR6X
  C-7 - Steve Bracken - 2015 Coupe - Amazing Corvettes

 Dealer Awards:
  Best Mod - Ken Sponsler - 2006 ZR6X
  Best Paint - Joe Keith - 1967 Coupe
  Best in Show - Mark Repanshek - 1963 Split Window

 Overall Best of Show:
  Tom Fuller - 1957 Convertible

And the Winners were:
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The Prize Inside                         Submitted by Dave Brownell
While most of you are not old enough to remember when your box of Wheaties or Rice Krispies contained a prize inside, taking up precious 
little space from the cereal, you probably have heard of the excitement it caused when it was found.  Now, at our advanced age and even more 
advanced social development, something similar is about to happen to Corvette Atlanta, once more.  Shop Day is coming back for its first 2016 
appearance.  I have been told to circle May 21st, a Saturday, on my Important Events calendar.
For the men and women of the club, if you have yet to sign up for and attend a Shop Day, you have a virtual treat inside your box of Corvettes 
ahead of you.  Before I forget it, it’s not just for the boys and their toys; it is an equal opportunity even for everyone to understand the inner workings 
of their Corvette a bit better, women included. 
We gather in the service department of Jim Ellis Chevrolet around opening time, having previously stated to Dan Nugent what needs doing.  
Sometimes, especially for newer models, it’s something simple like a springtime oil change and lube service.  For those of us with older cars, it may 
be a brake fluid flush or spark plug swap.  Sometimes it may involve finding out what’s probably wrong when the Corvette doesn’t feel exactly right 
and you’d rather not spend the more than hundred dollar diagnostic bill most other places would charge you.  You and fellow members do most of 
the work and buy or bring the essential stuff to do it.  All of this is to be done under the expert guidance of trained and friendly Corvette specialist 
mechanics.  If you’re unsure if you’re up to playing this game, then other club members and dealer staff are there to answer those questions, too.  
Some people run the risk of getting a little bit dirty, but the opportunity is there for the taking.  Knowing your Corvette better, even if it’s from the 
underside, is likely to make you love it even more.
Also know that this opportunity is desired but rarely experienced by other clubs, so feeling grateful to our sponsor is appropriate.  Years ago I 
claimed that this was my biggest reason at the time for joining Corvette Atlanta.  Years later, and many Shop Days having proven it worthwhile, it 
is still easily in my top five reasons for staying in our club.  So, get out the pen and circle the date.  At our May meeting make it a point to talk to 
Dan Nugent about what might need doing.  Or you can just come and watch what other members are up to.  I’ll hasten to mention that there are 
usually a bevy of brand new Corvettes just steps away for your inspection, but that is a entirely different topic.  Come join in the fun and you might 
be thrilled by the prize hidden inside.

The annual Georgia Tech car show had much better weather this year than some of the recent prior events and had a good 
turnout of various vehicles.  The 1932 Ford “Ramblin Wreck” was there as usual and joined a number of other Model A’s with 
one having a Tiger painted on the side from some other school that will remain nameless!  A large number of Tech students 
have vehicles in the show many of which are modified with electronic systems, solar panels, battery packs and other things 
you don’t see every day.
Larry Vaitkus and I were the only two Corvette Atlanta members there.  GM had a display of 8 cars including two Corvettes 
with several Ga Tech graduates, who now work for GM, there to answer questions about them.  One of the recent graduates 
talked to Larry and I about the proving grounds where he spends most of his time but was very non-committal about what he 
was seeing other than saying that GM has lots of things in the pipeline car enthusiasts will really like.
Jim Ellis Porsche also had several cars there with several 911 models on display.  Most of the students I spoke with were 
in mechanical engineering or some type of computer engineering programs and were impressed that my ancient ’70 LT-1 
actually had an electronic ignition system with old time fat transistors in it. 
Next year you may want to attend this show with one of your vehicles as it is a low key event with students who like to talk to 
you about your car.

GA Tech Car Show • April 2, 2016             Submitted by Ed Clark



April & May Birthdays
 Paul Barros .........................Apr 1
 Carolyn Nugent ..................Apr 1
 David Adcock .....................Apr 3
 Rob McLean ........................Apr 4
 Chris Gowin ........................Apr 6
 Mark Repanshek .................Apr 12
 Sondra Wright ....................Apr 19
 Paul Moriarity .....................Apr 21
 Amy Frost ............................Apr 24
 Don Parks ...........................Apr 25
 Dan Todd ............................Apr 30
 Bonnie Lass .........................May 4
 Jan Warren .........................May 9
 Nancy Morgan ...................May 16
 Ann Baize ...........................May 17
 Dee Gowin..........................May 24
 Jim Hudson .........................May 31
   FCOA Members:
 Travis Delp ..........................May 23

HAPPY BIRTHDAY Y’ALL!!

April & May 
Anniversaries

 Jim & Dee Gowin (42) ............................Apr 28
 Millard & Charlotte Davis (34) ................May 2
 Paul & Angela Barros (17) ......................May 17
 Frank & Dorothy Merrifield (44) ..............May 23
 Dan & Rosie Todd (41) ...........................May 25
 Mark & Amy Frost (17) ...........................May 30
 Michael & Donna Greer (12) ..................May 31

CONGRATULATION!!

Web Sites:
Corvette Atlanta – www.corvetteatlanta.org
               - www.facebook.com/groups/CorvetteAtlanta/
     NCCC – www.corvettesnccc.org
          Southeast Region NCCC – www.ncccsouth.com
               NCM – www.corvettemuseum.com

www.ngacorvette.com
Alpharetta, Georgia

•  Full & Partial Restorations
•  Resto-Mod Cars
•  LS Conversion
•  Custom Body Work
•  Fiberglass Repair
•  Re Chrome Shop
•  Upholstery
•  Brakes and Rotors
•  Complete Electrical Work
•  Standard or Custom Paint
•  Base Coat-Clear Coat or
   Lacquer Paint
•  Multi-Color Paint Blending
•  Engine & Trans Rebuilding
•  Rear End Building

Y� dream it
we build it

Y� break it
we f� it 770-475-2277

In Business Since 1979

Corvette and Muscle Car Restoration
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In-stock C7s with new inventory
arriving daily
A wide selection of pre-owned
certi�ed Corvettes
Special pricing (with membership 
card) on Corvettes, parts, accessories 
and service
Home of Georgia’s renowned Corvette 
Sales Specialist, Reggie Stagmaier and 
Corvette Technician, Jerod McLaughlin

Jim Ellis Chevy is a Chevrolet Certi�ed
Corvette Service Dealer, and one of 
the Southeast’s leading Corvette 
Dealers

•

•

•

•

•

Proud Sponsor Of Corvette Atlanta


