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President’s Notes
Dave Brownell
As I write this, it’s the day after Easter and the pine pollen 
is turning everything in Atlanta a dull yellow.  The car show 
season is now officially open and many of us are having fun 
with that while wondering if the old car can get to the show and 
back without a serious issue.  On Easter Sunday, I took the 
Packard to its first Avondale Estates Easter Parade.  A handful 
of Packard club members joined me, and a whole bunch of 
Cadillacs showed, too.  A Cadillac friend brought his red 1953 
convertible when his Packard started having vapor lock with 
ethanol gas.  He said that the only reason he had selected 
the Cadillac was the fact that underneath all that old sheet 
metal beat the heart of a more modern Corvette fuel injected 
LT-1 engine and Turbo Hydramatic transmission.  Plus more 
modern GM disc brakes, so the old car stopped as reliably as 
it ran, while looking ready for Marilyn Monroe to pose for a 
picture.  All is not what it seems, sometimes.
But it does attest to the quality of modern Corvette engineering, 
even to the threat he made that if his 1940 Packard acted up 
one more time, he was thinking that a small block Chevy would 
ensure that his Packard might make the next Easter parade.  
Another friend from yet another car club had driven his beautiful 
1961 Crown Imperial sedan, only to have a power steering 
leak develop just as the parade was to start.  He’s spent a 
year getting everything shipshape for this car, and something 
this crippling was a disappointment.  So he ended up riding 
with me in the 1956 Packard as the parade wound through 
the Avondale Estates neighborhood with cheering crowds of 
adults and children.  He did the waving and I did the driving, all 
the time hoping that all the 59 year old systems would behave.  
They did.  The Packard was a real hit and you could tell it from 
the comments people made as we drove along.  But I have 
had the same experience in some of my older Corvettes.  Had 
I brought the 67 Corvette, I would have been in good company 
with the only other Corvette (a beautiful red 65 Coupe) in the 
parade.  That’s a shame.  Next year, I’ll drive a Corvette if some 
other Corvette Atlanta members join me in theirs.  It’s a fun 
event and costs nothing to enter.  Any parade that has more 
Rolls Royces in it than Corvettes needs our attention to correct 
the participation.
Looking forward to our own car and air show on May 30th.  
I hope to have your help and assistance in making it a very 
memorable situation…possibly a once in a lifetime experience 
for you and your Corvette.  Paraphrasing the current Chevy 
slogan: Find new roads and possibly a new runway.
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Consistently ranked among the top National Council of Corvette 
Clubs (NCCC) affiliated clubs, we are active in a variety of 
Corvette enthusiast endeavors – such as club social activities, 
road rallyes, car shows, displays & amateur competitive solo 
driving – we try to have a good time in everything we do!
If you think owning & driving a Corvette is something special 
& you like being around others who feel the same way, please 
consider joining our club.
Club meetings are held the 1st Tuesday of each month. For 
more information about Corvette Atlanta, please contact the 
VP-Membership or any other officer listed above.
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Corvette Atlanta Club 
Merchandise   Martha Murphy
To new club members:  I have a few club shirts for sale. They are 
white with a black and white checked collar and the club logo on 
the left chest.  They are all men sizes and the cost is $20 per shirt.  
I have 1 –size large, 3-size exlarge and 1 –size 2xl.  I also have 2 
black baseball hats with the club logo and for the women—2 pink 
baseball hats and 3 pink visors. Hats and visors are $10 each.  
This is all I have, it will be first come with money in hand will get a 
shirt.    Contact me if you would like to purchase anything.  Martha 
Murphy—mgmsmark@gmail.com



Editorial Reflections
Betty Parks, Editor
Thanks to everyone who submitted articles for this month’s 
newsletter. Note to ALL the photographer wannabes -- I need 
some pictures for the newsletter. Please send some pictures that 
folks would want to see...and a supporting article would be ideal!
As noted in last month’s editorial, I’ve changed the deadline to 
submit articles and pictures to me to the first week of each month.I 
had hoped that it would help me get the newsletter out in a more 
timely manner. However, due to demands of the many things on 
my plate, I failed the mid-month release. I commit to work even 
harder next month to publish whatever is submitted to me mid-
month.

Membership Report 
Larry Vaitkus, VP-Membership

Corvette Atlanta now has 90 members.  Please welcome our 
2 newest members into the Corvette Atlanta family. Our new 
members are Tom and Helen Little, who purchased a 2015 Laguna 
Blue Z06 convertible at Jim Ellis.

Competition Report  
Don Parks, VP-Competition
Past Competition Events:
Southeast Region: The first regional events were held on March 
28-29 in Nashville, TN (14 Low Speed Autocrosses). The club was 
represented by Jack, Steph & me working and Betty driving. We were 
joined by Scott & Ann Baize, along with Kat, Harrison & Ashley (GF). 
Weather was perfect - competition was great - wonderful time was 
had by all. Saturday night was the 2014 Regional Awards banquet. 
Jack & Steph earned top honors as #1 workers; Betty earned #1 
Lady competitor and I earned #4 in the Men’s competition. Corvette 
Atlanta earned #2 in the Club competition.
Upcoming Competition Events:
The next Regional events are May 23 - 25 in Bowling Green, KY 
(14 Low /7 High Speed). Remember - participating in the Southeast 
Region events helps the club earn points towards the National 
competition as well as you earn points towards the Club’s points 
standings. 
National: Other events in the South (other than in the Southeast 
Region) have been posted on the calendar on Page 3 or consult the 
NCCC website for the complete list of National events.
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Our registration numbers for the show continue to grow with 
42 cars!! Remember - there is a limit of 100 cars so get your 
registration form in to me. 
We talked briefly about the volunteer registration positions at 
the pre-staging area at Chamblee Plaza last month. Inside the 
airport will be a group of folks that will be preparing the show 
site area by marking the spaces so that the show cars will be 
easily parked once they caravan over. The show central will be 
set up with the door prizes, coolers of water, awards, and all 
the rest of the show items. Please attend the May meeting to 
volunteer or call me and I’ll put you on the list.

Show Entrants Wanted • Volunteers Needed

Show Site: PDK •200 Airport Road • Atlanta •
All show vehicles MUST be in place at airport until 4:30pm

7TH ANNUAL SPRING CORVETTE SHOW NOW
AT THE DEKALB-PEACHTREE AIRPORT’S (PDK)
2015 ANNUAL GOOD NEIGHBOR DAY AIRSHOW
MAY 30, 2015 • 9:30AM - 4:30PM
Registration Open: 8am - 9:30am at Pre-Staging Site:

Chamblee Plaza • 5450 Peachtree Industrial
• MUST BE CHECKED IN BEFORE 9:30AM TO PARTICIPATE IN SHOW •
~NOTE: POLICE ESCORT INTO AIRPORT AT 9:30AM~

Limited to 100 Cars

Car Show Update
Betty Parks, Car Show Chairman



	
Calendar of Events
April 2015
   4 Galaxy Diner Cruise-In, Chamblee  
   5 Road Runner Cruise-In, Roswell (Woodstock Rd)
   7 CA General Meeting - O’Charley’s Restaurant, Tucker*
  18 Saturday Night Out - Chuy’s, Perimeter-Atlanta*
  21 CA Board Meeting - Amy Parker’s home, Decatur
23-25 NCM Bash, Bowling Green, KY
24-26 Mitty Vintage Racing - Road Atlanta
  25 Corvettes for a Cause, Lawrenceville

May 2015
   2 Super Vette Saturday - Day’s Chevrolet, Acworth 
   2 Galaxy Diner Cruise-In, Chamblee
   2 Saturday Night Out - Kobe Steak House, Northlake*
   3 Caffeine & Octane Gathering, Perimeter Mall, Atlanta
   3 Road Runner Cruise-In, Roswell (Woodstock Rd)
   5 CA General Meeting - O’Charley’s Restaurant, Tucker*
   9 Lanier Corvettes Unlimited Show, Atlanta
   9 Tucker Cruise-In, Tucker
16-17 14 Low Speed Autocrosses - Greenville, SC
  19 CA Board Meeting - Amy Parker’s home, Decatur
23-25 14 Low/7 High Speed Autocrosses - Bowling Green, KY*
  30 Jim Ellis/Corvette Atlanta Show, PDK Airport*

June 2015
   2 CA General Meeting - O’Charley’s Restaurant, Tucker*
   6 Galaxy Diner Cruise-In, Chamblee
   7 Caffeine & Octane Gathering, Perimeter Mall, Atlanta
   7 Road Runner Cruise-In, Roswell (Woodstock Rd)
  13 Tucker Cruise-In, Tucker
  16 CA Board Meeting - Amy Parker’s home, Decatur
  20 Saturday Night Out - Greenwood, Roswell*

 * denotes events that are sanctioned for Club points
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Quick Fettuccini Alfredo 
 Sondra Wright
Here is a healthy meatless version of an old favorite.
Ingredients:
• 8 ounces whole-wheat fettuccine
• 1 tablespoon butter
• 1 clove garlic
• 3/4 cup nonfat plain Greek yogurt
• 3/4 cup shredded Parmesan cheese
• 1 tablespoon chopped fresh parsley
• 1/4 teaspoon salt
• 1/4 teaspoon freshly ground pepper
• 1/8 teaspoon ground nutmeg
Instructions:
Step 1 - Cook pasta in a pot of boiling water according to package 
directions. Drain, reserving 1/2 cup of the cooking water.
Step 2 - Melt butter in a large saucepan over medium heat. Add 
garlic and cook for 1 minute. Stir in the reserved pasta water and 
remove from heat. Whisk in yogurt, 1/2 cup Parmesan, parsley, 
salt, pepper and nutmeg. Add the fettuccine and combine well. 
Serve topped with the remaining 1/4 cup Parmesan.

Instead of the usual opening banter, I thought I would share with you 
some wonderful words from Scott about our club.
“I always keep in touch with what is going on in the club.  As a former 
club president, I feel the club needs to find a way to draw in younger 
members, for without them, the club is destined to become the “old folks 
club.”  Prune juice tasting is not much fun, I hear.  With youth comes new 
ideas and energy that will help the club grow and pass that on to the 
next generation...  A big thank you to all the older members for keeping 
the club together when it could easily have folded.  I’m a very proud club 
member and wish to see the club continue to grow and prosper.”
Now that Scott has declared his intention to run for president, we can dig 
into his past looking for muck to rake!  (Just kidding, Scott.)
The club has been a significant part of Scott’s life.  He said many 
members were present when both his children were born (a girl and a 
boy – the best of both worlds) and there for him when his mom, also a 
club member, passed away.
Scott was club president for two years and recalls that he really enjoyed 
writing the president’s article each month.  He said he may have actually 
started that tradition, but he’s not sure.  He and his wife have been 
members of the club since 1989 (he thinks).
Some of Scott’s best stories came from his racing days.  His friend John 
Boyd was a great storyteller, and one of the most memorable events 
took place in mid-Ohio.  They would race all day, then go out to eat.  One 
night they started throwing water on each other and before they knew 
it, everyone in the hotel was in on it.  People they didn’t know wanted 
them to come to their rooms and get water from the bath tub.  Scott was 
so wet himself, he had to get into the tub just to take off his wet clothes!  
Scott grew up in southeast Atlanta (those were different days for sure).  
He is married and has two children.  He also has a small menagerie 
of pets:  three cats, two dogs (one which has only two legs!), and an 
African gray.
Scott’s hobbies were working at ball fields (his daughter was on a 
traveling softball team).  He really enjoyed being close to the crew while 
the kids were playing ball.  He says his current hobbies include yard 
work and hanging out with his lovely wife.  Now, about that softball team 
– Scott says he was given the nickname of Scottie the Hottie (the team 
said it rhymed and they thought it was cute).  Scott, you’ll never live that 
down!
Clowning around gives Scott a lot of joy because he loves to see people 
laugh, although he says he can be serious when the occasion requires 
it.  He likes to think of himself as competitive and dependable.  Placing 
second is fine as long as he knows he gave his best effort (sometimes 
that was a bit costly).
Over the years, Scott has enjoyed being part of his children’s lives.  That 
time was very important to them and to him.  Now they are scattering 
from the nest; his daughter is living in Nashville and his son is finishing 
up college.   He hopes this will give him time to get back into more club 
activities.
And now, what we’ve all been waiting for:  What cars have caught Scott’s 
interest?  Well, his stable of cars has a C2, C3, C4, C6 and C7.  Plus, he 
has a 1969 Camaro and a 2001 Viper.  Pretty impressive, Scott!
So, everyone, when you see Scott, remember his nickname and call him 
by it (I dare you!).  You might also want to ask to see pictures of his cars.

Member Spotlight - Scott 
Baize     Submitted by Sondra Wright



                      NCM Dome Update          
                        The American Society of Civil Engineers had their monthly meeting in Atlanta on Friday, April 3, 2015.  This month the featured 
speaker was Michael J. Marasa, Senior Engineer for Hayward Baker Inc. the engineers overseeing the repairs of the sinkhole at the NCM.  
I decided to attend the talk which was about the Museum and how the project has progressed to its current status.  It proved to be very 
interesting to better understand some of the decision making progress the total team has gone through since the floor’s collapse which tied 
together much of what the media and NCM web site have described plus a good bit of additional information.
Apparently there were up to 25 people sitting at the decision table early on which made reaching a decision on many things a good bit 
difficult and long.  The insurance company apparently had to be convinced of their responsibility initially which took a good bit of time and 
then they were involved in the decisions about what fixes were proposed to be able to maintain coverage in the future.  The NCM had 
numerous decisions to make as the 20th Anniversary event was coming soon with lots of attendees. What was going to be done and when 
to accommodate them as well as decisions on what the repaired facility would be like were all in the discussions.  Apparently the subsurface 
studies done before the Museum was initially built were only partially available and didn’t provide much insight of the conditions then or 
what might be the options to consider in the repair.
There were numerous options that were looked at and priced out that you may have read about including the “leave the hole open” and 
“leave a rectangular viewing shaft to the bottom” but both were eliminated due to cost and other factors.  There is going to be a remaining 
item to remind visitors of what the hole was like. A camera has been installed in the part of the cave that was not filled to allow visitors to 
view conditions inside the cave while in the dome. The cave remains on both sides of the dome but is deep enough to not be an issue.  The 
dome and its new floor are all supported now by micro piles so they should be safe from future issues. 
The issue of stabilizing the dome and tower were of high concern early on and the piles supporting them were installed without ground 
analysis but based on the experience of the contractor and local geologists at the University in town.  Subsequent subsurface evaluations 
were done before the floor support system was designed which also concluded the same micro piling system used for the building was 
correct.  It was noted that the rock under the dome was cracked and full of voids as much as 190 feet below the ground surface.  The 
University staff and volunteer students mapped the whole cave area as part of the evaluations for the decisions on corrective actions.
The new floor will be installed soon and other final touches needed to reopen the dome to the public will be accomplished.  Other areas of 
the Museum are also being modified to allow places for display of the crushed and restored vehicles.  A bit of information I had not heard 
was use of a local privately owned ’62 Corvette when studying how to connect the cables and straps used to get the damaged ‘62 out of 
the hole. Several GM automotive structural engineers were also involved in those decisions as well for all of the cars.  The lifting of several 
cars by straps through the wheels was approved by the GM engineers. 
The presenter had pictures of one of the owners of the destroyed cars which was on loan to the Museum taking a video of his car while it 
was being removed but looking away at the same time as he couldn’t stand watching it.  This owner has recently taken Museum delivery 
of a new C7 in a similar color combination to his lost car.
The presenter was very complimentary of the Museum staff and how they have handled all the stress, been supportive of the construction 
process, handled the still unrelenting pressure from the news media and have helped the Museum with its perception by the public. All this 
has resulted in very favorable improvements in membership, attendance, and even car raffle participation.  As an engineer, he said this was 
one of the most interesting projects he has worked on.

NCM Report                Ed Clark, NCM Ambassador    
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So far our Saturday Night Out dinner’s have gone well.  We met March 14th at The 57th Fighter Group Restaurant at The Peachtree DeKalb 
Airport.  We had a great turn out of 24 members.  Everyone seemed  to have had a good time.  I hope that many of you that have not come 
to any of the dinners will give it a try.  I think you will be pleasantly surprised at how much fun we are all having.
Our future line up for 2015 is as follows: 
• April 18th - Chuy’s- Mexican-  118 Perimeter Center W, Atl, Ga. 30346  770-351-7777.  
 • May 2nd - Kobe Steak House- 2080 Henderson Mill Road NE, Suite C, Atl, Ga 30345-  770-559-5266
• June 20th - Greenwoods Restaurant -Farm to table - 1087 Green Street, Roswell, Ga 30075- 770-992-5383.
• July 11th - Mandarin Palace- Chinese - 4073 LaVista Road, Tucker, Ga 30084 - 770-939-9600
• Aug 15 - Mary Mac’s Tea Room - Country Cooking -224 Ponce de Leon Ave, Atl, Ga 30308 - 404-876-1800  
• Sept 19th - Benihan’s - 2143 Peachtree Road, Atl, Ga 30309 - 404-355-8565
• Oct 17th - Pig N Chick - BarBQ - 4920 Roswell Road NE, Atl, Ga 30342 - 404-255-6368
• Nov 14th - La Thai - Thai - 4880 Lawrenceville Hwy 15, Tucker, Ga 30084 - 770-491-9948
• December - NO DINNER
If you would like to attend any of the dinners, please e-mail me ncmorgan1@att.net to let me know.  I do have to make reservations and I 
need to know as soon as possible how many will be in attendance.   If you do sign up and find you can not be there, let me know ASAP so 
I can adjust the count with the restaurant.
It is possible that some restaurants may change.  If this is the case I will send out an e-mail to everyone.
Hope to see lots of you at our dinners.

Saturday Night Out        Submitted by Nancy Morgan
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REMEMBER: May 30th Car Show with 
Jim Ellis Chevrolet at PDK Airport!!!

Jim Ellis Chevrolet Wins 2014 Dealer of the Year 

	  

After a narrow miss in 2013, Jim Ellis Chevrolet is proud to announce 
that they are once again among the top two percent of Chevrolet 
dealers nationwide. Jim Ellis Chevy is among 62 dealers in the U.S. 
to win the 2014 Dealer of the Year award. The award recognizes 
remarkable customer service and sales performance.
This is not a new award for Jim Ellis Chevrolet, having won this award 
in 2011 and 2012. With about 3,100 Chevrolet dealers nationwide, 
this award puts Jim Ellis Chevrolet in the top two percent of Chevrolet 
dealers in the U.S. and top 10 in the Southeast. This award is 
given based on many parameters that include sales, service, parts, 
accounting, IT, human resources, marketing, F&I, customer service 
and more. It is truly a team effort to achieve this “best of the best” 
ranking.
This accolade gives Jim Ellis Chevrolet a lot to be proud of and only 
adds to the long list of awards and accomplishments already achieved 
by Jim Ellis Chevrolet.

Reprinted from Chevy Happenings

Recycling 101           Submitted by Sondra Wright
Most of us recycle some.  Some of us recycle a lot.  Then there are those (such my hubby and me) who probably go to extremes.
We all have heard how the landfills are overflowing and creating a detriment to the area where they are located (remember the Super 
Fund sites?).  We all have heard that one person can, indeed, make a difference.  But some of us need to hear exactly how we can 
make a difference.  What can we do as individuals?
Well, here are some ideas you might not have thought about and we hope you’ll read them and take them to heart.  After all, if we 
mess up earth irredeemably, where will we live?
• Bring aluminum pop tops to our meetings.  We’re still doing that, but there is no longer a need to bring bottle caps and such.
• During mid-winter, collect your dryer lint and put it out in the bushes for birds to use as nesting material.
• Rinse out your empty egg shells and quick dry in the microwave (10-12 seconds).  Then crush and distribute in the yard near your 
bird feeders.  Some birds actually eat the crushed shells to get calcium, and any shells left over enrich the soil.
• Save your coffee grounds and put around your flower and vegetable gardens to help keep out deer.  Or, put the grounds under 
acid-loving plants to enrich their soil.
• Recycle all your junk mail, empty envelopes, flyers, boxes, wrapping paper (DeKalb takes wrapping paper), newspapers, and other 
paper waste via your county’s recycling plan or your waste management company’s plan.
• Recycle Styrofoam at Publix (DeKalb picks it up in the blue bags along with other containers).  The have a bin outside the store 
entrance.
• Recycle plastic bags (again, Publix has a bin)
• Recycle aluminum and mixed metal cans, glass jars (they won’t take tempered glass such as make up comes in), plastic bottles, 
and metal.  DeKalb picks this up in the blue bags.
• If you don’t mind separating out your aluminum cans, a lot of fire stations collect them for their burn charities.  Check with your local 
station.
These are just a few suggestions, and we’re sure you can think of more.  
Happy Recycling!  And don’t forget Earth Day on April 22.



How to Stop Procastinating
Ways to avoid putting things off and to be more productive
Procrastination happens to the best of us. Whether it’s postponing the reorganization of your closet, an assignment at work, or 
refinancing your home, we’ve all delayed projects that we didn’t want to do at a certain point in time. But procrastination only 
temporarily makes you feel better. 
“Putting off the dreaded item on your list saps your strength,” explains Eva Wisnik, who provides time-management training for 
lawyers and corporations in New York City. “Checking it off will make you feel super-productive.”
Try one of these get-things-done tips today:

	  

 

Shrink the task
Sometimes, people procrastinate because they’re overwhelmed by how much needs to get done. Decrease some of that pressure 
by making the task at hand smaller. For example, if you need to clean three bathrooms in your home, narrow it down to just one and 
see how you feel. Or, if you have to organize eight boxes, do three. Once you start and see how good it makes you feel, you’ll likely 
want to do more.
Regroup in the middle of the day 
If you know you’re a procrastinator, make sure to check in with yourself — especially if it feels like your morning has flown by without 
accomplishing much.
“At 2 p.m. every day, assess how much you’ve accomplished, remind yourself of what’s critical, and alter your plan so you can tackle 
the most important thing,” says Wisnik. This will help you ensure you have enough time to complete the things that need to get done. 
“If you wait until 5 p.m. to evaluate your day, you’re out of time — and in crisis mode, putting out fires.”
Make a date 
With yourself, that is! It may sound strange, but pencil in what you need to do on your calendar or plug it into your smartphone. And 
treat this designated time slot as you would any other appointment. For instance, don’t schedule conflicting activities and don’t be 
late. Setting an appointment with yourself will hold you more accountable and help you avoid procrastinating. Think of it this way: 
You wouldn’t blow off a friend’s plans or a boss’s meeting if you had a scheduled meeting with them, would you?
Work in 10-minute intervals
Ten minutes. That’s it! Set a timer for a short amount of time where you do what needs to be done and nothing else. 
“Anyone can do 10 measly minutes,” says Debbie Mandel, a stress-management specialist in New York City and the author of 
“Addicted to Stress: A Woman’s 7-Step Program to Reclaim Joy and Spontaneity in Life.” “You may get engrossed and end up 
working even longer.” That’s because the satisfaction you’ll feel from accomplishing your job within that short time period will trump 
the negative outlook you had before. 
Your time is valuable, so take the advice of the experts and you’ll see your productivity boom. 
This article is presented by Jim Ellis Chevrolet in Atlanta, Georgia

Avoid distractions 
Most of the time, the reason we procrastinate is because there’s 
something else we’d rather do — whether it’s play the game from the new 
app you just downloaded, watch TV, call a friend, or browse Facebook. 
Find out what’s diverting your attention from what the task at hand, and 
then get rid of it. So for example, put your phone in a drawer, unplug the 
TV or block entertaining websites. With distractions in your reach, you’re 
more likely to be tempted to pursue them. But once they’re out of sight, 
they’re also out of mind, and it will free you up to achieve what needs to 
be done.

Secrets to a Long Happy Marriage . . .
An old woman was sipping on a glass of wine, while sitting on the patio with her husband, and she says, “I don’t know how I could ever live 
without you!”. . . 

Her husband asks, “Is that you or the wine talking?” . . .

She replies, “It’s me . . . talking to the wine!”
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Bad Gas?          Submitted by Dave Brownell
As some of you know, I keep about four or five older cars of mine about 135 miles away from home, entrusting them to the love and 
care of friends with a fairly new garage structure that any of us would be proud to have.  It stores about 24 cars, is climate controlled, 
alarmed and sprinkled.  It has a fully equipped upstairs apartment and a large automotive library for their fifty year collection of 
books and printed materials.  Downstairs they have two vehicle lifts and a beautiful collection of tools.  I’ll usually keep some of my 
cars here at home, and the rest stay under their care, knowing that they will do this better than I would.
I was just about to do my springtime swap of the Range Rover (kept here just in case Atlanta had a need for capable winter driving) 
for the BMW touring coupe.  I sent my friends an email to that effect and to arrange time to meet for the swap.  Their response 
was not good.  They have a similar late eighties BMW of their own, so they’re intimately familiar with the beasts.  For the past few 
weeks they have been unable to get mine started.  They’ll ramp up their efforts now that they know I’m intending to come, but they 
are currently at a loss for what’s wrong.  I trust them with their diagnostic skills and equipment, but I am suspecting that it’s gasoline 
gone wrong.  Rather than tearing into all sorts of mechanical and electrical systems, I plan on first draining what’s left in the tank 
(thankfully, BMW has a drain plug already installed on the fuel tank) and replacing it with something that’s not six months old.
I have already had my own issues with 10% ethanol fuel in my lawn tractor, two chain saws and one leaf blower.  My usual course 
of action is to run these small engines dry at the end of the season and re-fill when they’re needed again.  For various reasons, I 
did not do this in the fall.  Nor did I add any stabilizer (like Stabil) so the piper must be paid.  My only recourse was to drain all of 
the small engine fuel tanks and re-fill, and my starting problems ended there.  The fuel that came out looked cloudy and was weak 
smelling.  The fresh fuel was not.
The BMW Club publication (Roundel) has published letters from owners and mechanics describing fuel system failures for years.  
Unlike cars used in Europe, their fuel pumps have surprisingly high rates of failures seen no where else but in North America.  My 
own daughter’s new BMW 3 Series sedan proved this twice the first year, causing her another reason to go back to the reliability of a 
Chevy Tahoe.  No fuel issues there for the past seven years, and she’s now reluctant to buy anything German.  My own experience 
with VWs and Audis has not been nearly that bad, but I drive these cars regularly, and they don’t sit around unused like my older 
cars do.  Fresh fuel appears to be my secret, but even Jay Leno decries the state of California ethanol fuels in his collection of old 
cars.  Seals deteriorate and leaks (then fuel system fires!) seem to be their peril.  Modern cars appear to be much better in dealing 
with the available fuels, but my friends in the Packard and Cadillac clubs all seem to be noticing issues unless ethanol-free fuels 
are used.  Hard starting (or not), leaks and pump diaphragms deteriorating is happening more frequently.
For those of us with pre-1996 cars (perhaps those cars that have to pay extra to pass the annual emissions inspection or have the 
EPA designation of “OBD II” ), we can drive them dry before storing them for months and then add fresh fuel when they’re needed 
again.  A bright spot of good news is that several area RaceTrak stations are now selling ethanol-free Regular grade gasoline in 
selected stations.  It costs even more than Premium, but that might be money saved in the long run.  Use of the proper type of Stabil 
(they make one especially formulated for use with ethanol-mixed fuel) may also help if the car or engine is not to be run for months.
If my friends and I cannot get the BMW started, then I will have to replan my annual Southeast Sharkfest gathering and Concours 
judging for 2015.  I have already paid and signed up, so I will go even if the BMW doesn’t.  What I will consider doing is taking the 
1993 40th Anniversary Corvette and see the reaction.  That is, if it starts.  I neglected to treat the fuel in it, too, just as with the BMW 
parked next to it, and haven’t driven either since the fall.  This will either prove my theory of bad gas left too long, or the superiority 
of American engineering overcoming the Ethanol Lobby.  Can you imagine the fun that will start if Congress approves an 85% 
standard for ethanol in the future?

Family Helping Family  Betty Parks

As our thoughts start thinking about Spring (will it ever come?!), I want to remind you that NCCC has a program for its members to have access 
to fellow Corvetters while traveling should something happen to them, their car or if they just want to stop and have a cup of coffee with a 
fellow member? We’ve discussed this program at the club meetings but thought it might be good to mention it in the newsletter to inform 
those who have missed the discussion.

The intent of this program is to provide assistance for members as they travel across the country. Wouldn’t it be better to have a fellow NCCC 
member to help you instead of a stranger? Volunteers have been requested to sign up if they’re willing to be contacted by fellow NCCC 
members traveling through their area. The contact may be to provide mechanical expertise, provide a car trailer to haul your ride, knowledge 
of a good mechanic or dealership to take your ride to, have a spare bed for you to spend the night, or welcome you to stop for refreshments 
and conversation.

The latest issue of the “Family Helping Family Directory” is published, secured and available from our NCCC National website. The directory is 
sorted by State, City and then in alphabetic order by the volunteer’s name. Contact me for the user name and password if you’re interested in 
downloading this directory. NOTE: THIS LIST IS NOT TO BE USED FOR OUTSIDE SOLICITATIONS OR DISTRIBUTION. IT’S INTENDED SOLELY 
FOR NCCC MEMBER ASSISTANCE.

On the flip side - if you’re interested in volunteering to provide support in the Atlanta area, there is a form to complete on the NCCC website. 
When you sign up, you have agreed to provide assistance for free and as soon as you can or to find someone else who can.
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April & May 
Birthdays

 Paul Barros ...................... Apr 1
 Carolyn Nugent ................ Apr 1
 David Adcock ................... Apr 3
 Rob McLean ...................... Apr 4
 Chris Gowin ...................... Apr 6
 Sheryl Riley ...................... Apr 17
 Sondra Wright .................. Apr 19
 Paul Moriarity .................. Apr 21
 Amy Frost ......................... Apr 24
 Don Parks ......................... Apr 25
 Dan Todd .......................... Apr 30
 Bonnie Lass ...................... May 4
 David McCreery ................ May 4
 Jan Warren ...................... May 9
 Nancy Morgan ................. May 16
 Ann Baize ......................... May 17
 Dee Gowin ....................... May 24
 Roxanne Roseberry .......... May 25
 Jim Hudson ...................... May 31 

  FCOA Members
 Travis Delp ............................May 23

HAPPY BIRTHDAY Y’ALL!!

April & May 
Anniversaries

 Jim & Dee Gowin (42) .........................Apr 28
 Millard & Charlotte Davis (34) ............May 2
 Paul & Angela Barros (17) ..................May 17
 Frank & Dorothy Merrifield (44) .........May 23
 Dan & Rosie Todd (41) ........................May 25
 Mark & Amy Frost (17) ........................May 30
 Michael & Donna Greer (12) ..............May 31

CONGRATULATION!!
NOTE: If you’ve not supplied your 

anniversary date to the editor, please do so 
we can recognize your achievement!!

Web Sites:
Corvette Atlanta – www.corvetteatlanta.org
               - www.facebook.com/groups/CorvetteAtlanta/
     NCCC – www.corvettesnccc.org
          Southeast Region NCCC – www.ncccsouth.com
               NCM – www.corvettemuseum.com

You dream it, we build it... You break it, we fix it...

www.ngacorvette.com
Alpharetta, Georgia

770-475-2277

Corvette and Muscle Car Restoration
and Maintenance Services

•  Partial Restorations
•  Full Restorations
•  Fiberglass Repair
•  Custom Body Work
•  Engine Rebuild
•  Transmissions
•  Re-chrome
•  Upholstery
•  Rear Ends
•  Brakes and Rotors
•  Electrical Harness
•  Complete Details
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Automotive Group

Family Owned & Operated Since 1971!
Proud Sponsor Of Corvette Atlanta

Jim Ellis Chevy
5900 Peachtree Blvd.
Atlanta, GA 30341
770.457.8211
www.jimellischevrolet.com

In-stock C7’s with new inventory

arriving daily

A wide selection of pre-owned

certified Corvettes

Special pricing (with membership

card) on Corvettes, parts, accessories.

and service

Home of Georgia’s renowed Corvette

Sales Specialist, Reggie Stagmaier and

Corvette Technician, Gerald McLaughlin

Jim Ellis Chevy is a Chevrolet Certified

Corvette Service Dealer, and one of

the Southeast’s leading Corvette

Dealers


