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President’s Notes
Dave Brownell
As things tend to be going, by the time you receive this it will be at 
the very height of the holiday season.  So, from all in the Corvette 
Atlanta club, we send each other our very best wishes for a joyful 
holiday and a great 2015 year.
For the sixty-second year, we will have these Corvette 
masterpieces as a common link in our affection for automotive art 
that rolls.  I have just finished an old but fine book on a century 
of American car designers and the men (and a few women) who 
worked for GM rank among the finest for most of those years.  But, 
like the chicken and the egg, it’s hard to tell where our affection 
begins.  Is it the design of the car that catches the eye and sets our 
hearts aflutter or is it our own desires as realized by the designer 
or engineer that makes it real?  I really don’t know.  In my own 
experience I can relate to two separate experiences I had in 1962, 
both on a crowded school bus with my high school buddies.  Both 
involved Road and Track magazine covers that I can still easily 
picture in my mind.  All of the guys were 14-16 years old, and 
there must have been thirty on both occasions.   On the way home 
I pulled out my home-subscribed copies that had come the day 
before, one with two new Corvette Sting Rays (silver/red) and 
one with the new Jaguar E-Type in red.  No sooner than I had 
pulled each magazine out of my bag, the boys on the bus were 
electrified by both covers.  The magazines were passed around, 
just to get a close look at each model, and no one had time to look 
at the articles inside for more information on either.  We just knew 
if the wrappers were that good, the candy inside was even better.  
Some of those guys might have even missed their stop to see and 
talk more about these cars.  The rest, as they say, is automotive 
history for both brands.
So, as you take the Christmas wrapping debris out to the trash, 
remember back to when you saw your first Corvette and knew 
that you really wanted more.  Eventually, that happened and the 
thrill has never left completely.  There’s still a kid inside you that 
gets some positive energy when you’re around a Corvette, either 
yours or a friends.  Enjoy the design and the engineering mastery 
involved in those emotions.  Someone worked mighty hard to put 
it there for you.  And as a club, we’ll do our very best to share and 
multiply that joy in the forthcoming year.

2014 Corvette Atlanta, Inc.
Board of Directors
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Consistently ranked among the top National Council of Corvette 
Clubs (NCCC) affiliated clubs, we are active in a variety of 
Corvette enthusiast endeavors – such as club social activities, 
road rallyes, car shows, displays & amateur competitive solo 
driving – we try to have a good time in everything we do!
If you think owning & driving a Corvette is something special 
& you like being around others who feel the same way, please 
consider joining our club.
Club meetings are held the 1st Tuesday of each month. For 
more information about Corvette Atlanta, please contact the 
VP-Membership or any other officer listed above.
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2014 Awards Banquet 
- Jan. 17, 2015 Nancy Morgan
Location and Time: Petite Auberge Restaurant at 6:00pm
  2935 North Druid Hills Road, Atlanta, GA • 404-634-6268
Our banquet is just around the corner and I still have money to 
collect and food orders to get.  If you haven’t paid yet please put a 
check in the mail to me. Club members $22.50, non-club members 
$45.00.  

If you haven’t given me your food order, please send me you 
choices.  Entrees: Chicken Piccata, Grilled Filet Salmon or Grilled 
Filet Mignon (Please let me know how you want the filet cooked).  
Desserts: Chocolate Mousse, Strawberry a la Romanoff or New 
Orleans Bread Pudding. For those of you that gave me your food 
order at the club meeting.  I’m not sure if I told you Cheesecake 
or Chocolate Mousse.  Cheesecake is not on the menu , so if you 
ordered cheesecake, please make another choice and e-mail me.



Competition Report  
Don Parks, VP-Competition & Betty Parks
Nov 22-23 in St. Augustine, FL (14 Low Speed Autocrosses) - 
What could be better than Florida in November...nothing!! The 
weather was good and the competition was fierce! We stayed in 
Jacksonville with the Montgomerys and had an informal dinner with 
their neighbors and fellow NFCA members, the Ways, both Friday 
and Saturday nights. Following the events on Sunday, we headed 
to Tybee Island (outside of Savannah) for some much needed rest 
and fellowship with our NCCC family (the Murphys from Florida, 
Ellers from Nebreska, and Haskells from South Carolina).

Through that week, we were joined by the Dochertys from Illinois 
and Goodbreads from Florida. We explored the local restaurants 
and shopping venues on the island via golf cart. On Wednesday we 
started the cooking process for the Thanksgiving dinner preparation 
for 50 people. You had to be there to totally understand how turkeys 
got cooked while the women were in the hot tub and the guys were 
eating oysters at Bernie’s!!

On Thursday, Thanksgiving day, we headed into Savannah to our 
host hotel, which to our surprise, was a “war zone”. The Wingate 
Inn was in the midst of converting to a different hotel chain. We 
elected to move to a nearby hotel, Comfort Suites - which was able 
to accommodate our Thanksgiving dinner celebration. We served 
a complete Thanksgiving dinner for about 50 of our NCCC family. 
Then it was time to get down to competition...

Nov 28-30 at Roebling Road Raceway, Bloomingdale, GA (10 High 
Speed Autocrosses)  - The weather was cool but clear. Our participation 
number was down to the lowest level ever, mainly due to the poor 
weather up north and folks that couldn’t come back that attended 
Convention in August. We made the most of the situation - had plenty 
of practice on Friday, despite one incident into the wall. On Saturday, 
we ran 2 sprint and 5 long events with no issues. That left 3 sprints to 
run on Sunday - which was a good thing. Fog rolled in overnight and 
we couldn’t see Turn #1!! Once the car started - the driver could see 
the finish line. We were done by 10am -- earliest completion time on 
record. With assistance from our sponsor and adjustments from the 
track - we covered cost and booked for next year!!

Dec 6 -7 in Huntsville, AL (14 Low Speed Autocrosses) - You never 
know what the weather will be like in Huntsville in December. We’ve 
had clear days, rainy days, cold days, colder & snowy days...so we 
held our breathe to see what the weekend would hold. It ended up 
clear but cool & windy - which was okay with us! The turnout was 
small - only 15 drivers on Saturday and less on Sunday. Most of the 
National competitors knew where they stood on points and, if they 
couldn’t advance their position, they stayed home. We were able 
to finish early and head home early...great way to end the season!!

While the National results are not completely final yet (6 Florida car 
shows are missing), here are the National Champions for 2014:

 #1 Men - Howard Curtis (80 years old) - Elkhart, IN
 #1 Ladies - Mary Wentzel (70+ years old) - Milford, MI

~~WHO SAYS THEY’RE TOO OLD TO COMPETE??~~
 Corvette Atlanta Standings:
 Don Parks - 9th Place in Mens • Betty Parks - 2nd Place in Ladies

Corvette Atlanta - 15th Place (unless a FL club passes us)

Editorial Reflections
Betty Parks, Editor

Activities Report
David Morgan, VP-Activities
Upcoming Events:
01/06/2015 - First Corvette Atlanta meeting for 2015
01/17/2015 - Corvette Atlanta Awards Banquet. Petite Auberge at 
Toco Hills Shop Ctr,  Nancy Morgan is taking reservations now.
02/01/2015 - Super Bowl Party at Ann and Scott Baize home.  This 
is always a favorite event with more food and more fellowship, 
regardless of which teams are playing football.  Plan on attending 
and bring $ for the quarterly score pool.
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I’d like to thank the officers for their articles to this issue of the 
newsletter as well as additional feature articles from Ed Clark, 
Dave Brownell, and Sondra Wright. 
I have a correction to my November newsletter article -- my 
special surprise from Lea Ann English of Veterans Day Parade - 
was actually the December meeting, not November! I had been 
struggling filling up the newsletter and she definitely saved the day!!
As we approach the new year - I would like to challenge each 
member to think about making a resolution to improve one personal 
aspect with regards to the club. That improvement could be to help 
recruit new members with Larry Vaitkus; contribute a new column 
for the newsletter; volunteer to host a club party; get involved by 
attending monthly meetings -- to name just a few possibilities.
Will you accept that challenge??!!

Membership Report 
Larry Vaitkus, VP-Membership

As mentioned in last month’s article - the club will start with 86 
members. 
If anyone has potential members, please give me their name and 
a way to contact them, and I will follow up. 

Don’t start your day with broken 
pieces of yesterday. 

Every day is a fresh start. 
Every day is a new beginning. 

Every morning we wake up is the 
first day of our new life.



	
Calendar of Events
December 2014
   2 CA General Meeting - O’Charley’s Restaurant, Tucker*
 6-7 14 Low Speed Autocrosses, Huntsville, AL*
   7 Caffeine & Octane Gathering, Alpharetta
   7 Road Runner Cruise-In, Roswell

January 2015
   3 Polar Bear Run, Roswell
   4 Caffeine & Octane Gathering, Alpharetta
   4 Road Runner Cruise-In, Roswell
   6 CA General Meeting - O’Charley’s Restaurant, Tucker*
  17 Corvette Atlanta Awards Banquet - Petite Auberge*
  20 CA Board Meeting - Amy Parker’s home, Decatur

February 2015
   1 Caffeine & Octane Gathering, Alpharetta
   1 Road Runner Cruise-In, Roswell
   1 Super Bowl Party - Baize’s home, Covington, GA*
   3 CA General Meeting - O’Charley’s Restaurant, Tucker*
  17 CA Board Meeting - Amy Parker’s home, Decatur

 * denotes events that are sanctioned for Club points
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Get ready for the future and you may not like it.  At the cusp of 2015, let me be the first to say that I don’t have any actual official 
inside information on any new Corvettes.  Be they all-aluminum, mid-engined or hybrid electrics, I don’t know anything more that 
all the crazy rumor mongers of the car magazines I subscribe to.  But I do pay attention pretty well to the trends around me, and 
some of the laws that have been passed.  Here’s what I am seeing.  First of all, we are currently facing some serious intended 
benefits in terms of Corporate Average Fuel Economy standards that will mandate some serious changes in size, construction 
and propulsion methods in the cars we’ll be driving in the next ten or so years.  Right now they want the average car to get more 
than 54 miles per (U.S.) gallon by 2025.  Considering how well we’ve done with our Corvettes since the first CAFÉ standards 
were set in the 1970s, we might make it if designers and engineers pull out all of the stops.  But, more importantly, will we like the 
result enough to buy it?  I am betting that we will, all grumbling aside.
Right now, the hottest segment in imported brands of “family sedans” is powered by inline four cylinder, turbo-charged, direct 
injection engines in 1.8 to 2.5 liter displacements.  From BMW to Volkswagen, every manufacturer seems to have one.  I am 
now on my fifth version of the VW/Audi turbo fours and have driven them a combined 200,000 miles with satisfaction befitting my 
experience with the Chevy small block V-8s of the Fifties and Sixties.  The newest has 210 horsepower with maximum torque 
developed as low as 1,800 RPM.  It moves my 3200 pound CC sedan nicely through a six speed dual clutch automatic that may 
be the best intuitive transmission I have ever had.  What it doesn’t have is the nice rumble we like to hear in a well-tuned V-8, 
but it can still chirp the tires just before the ASR kicks in.  Our 2013 Chevy Cruze does almost as nicely, but is noticeably less 
sophisticated with its torque converter transmission.  The VW, at idle and in gear, is hard to tell if it’s running, so I have to check 
the tachometer just to assure myself.  I cannot believe that Rolls Royce ever had and engine/transmission that did that trick so 
well.
Well, should we be prepared to go back to the Good Old Days of a six cylinder Corvette with a two speed PowerGlide?  I would 
hope not.  Corvette started selling interesting cars when the new V-8s were introduced in 1955.  But still, they made a handful 
(six) of 6 cylinder Corvettes that same year for the die hards who didn’t trust the new technology in 265 cu. Inches of an untried 
engine.  What I am prepared for is new technology to save our Corvettes in the near future.  Right now, with variable displacement 
engines, Corvettes effectively run down the road with four cylinders pushing them, resulting in average fuel consumption in the 
thirties.  Given the awesome power that these cars have on tap, that’s amazing.  But a turbo V-6 has been mentioned, and if that’s 
an eventual solution, then it may turn out okay.  Right now, Ford trucks sell more turbo V-6s than the eights.  With lighter trucks, 
due to new materials and high strength alloys, those smaller engines get the same driving results while sipping less fuel.  You 
can bet that GM is actively looking at all sorts of alternatives to keep their loyal Corvette buyers in the fold.  Right now, I am the 
happy driver of what I call my “high performance economy car” and I’ll be prepared to listen and consider what Corvette wants 
me to drive next time.  Until proven otherwise, when it comes to Corvette optimism, I am a glass half-full guy.

Get Ready for the Future       Submitted by Dave Brownell

Mark your calendar and start making your plans to attend the 
2015 NCCC National Convention August 22 - 27, 2015 at the 
Split Rock Resort, Lake Harmony, PA.
Activities will include an indoor Corvette show and Champions 
dinner on Sunday, Rallye & picnic at the lakes with games on 
Monday. Tuesday there will be Drags at Numidia Dragway. The 
activity will move to Pocono Raceway on Wednesday for High 
and Low speed events and tours of the track. Thursday is golf 
and the NCCC Banquet.
There are bus tours that will be available:
 Monday - Mt. Airy Casino (following the picnic from 5-10pm)
 Tuesday - Blue Ridge Estate Vineyard & Winery (7-9:30pm)
 Wednesday - Bus Trip to New York City & 2.5 hour tour of
  Hudson River
 Thursday - Tour of Yuengling Brewery & Jerry’s Classic Car &
   Collectibles Museum
Friday will be Corvettes at Carlisle which is only 2 hours from the 
hotel. It is not part of the NCCC Convention but the convention 
schedule has been tailored to permit those attending the 
convention to also attend Corvettes at Carlisle beginning Friday.
Online Registration will open on February 1, 2015.

2015 NCCC Convention  
Betty Parks, Governor



The NCM Motor Sports Park is off to a tremendous start.  Over 180 days have been booked so far in the first year of operation 
and a number of sponsors (partners) have contributed to the Park’s development.  Items to be added during 2015 include the 
Control Tower, a Pavilion and the first set of Garages.  The Control Tower will be a two story structure with the ability to have

up to 160 people attend a function or up to 100 at a sit down meal activity.  The meeting space will have a divider wall so two activities can 
take place simultaneously.  Training, meetings, track event coordination, team building, corporate hospitality and other activities are intended 
uses of this building beyond the control of the activities on the track and the vehicle dynamics area.  The second floor has a plaza which will 
allow outdoor functions with an excellent view of the track.
The Pavilion will be located in the center of the initial garage building. It will have concessions, restrooms, showers and an outdoor picnic 
area.  The garages being built initially will be oriented toward short term rentals for track events and will have two sizes to choose between.  
Both corporate and individuals have partnered much of these constructions and additional sponsors are coming forward and others are still 
being sought. 
You might ask how is all this being managed and who is overseeing the MSP operations.  The Motor Sport Park (MSP) now has a 7 person 
Board of Directors with 5 of those being Board Member of the NCM.  The NCM  Board members on the MSP Board are:

a.  Johnny Downs, Chairman of the NCM Board, Sadler, TX
b.  Paul Herzing, Gibsonia, PA
c.  Henry Younger, Gurley, AL
d.  Wendell Strode, Executive Director NCM
e.  Mitch Wright, General Manager, MSP

The two newest members are Michael Newlander who has been an instructor in the NCM High Performance Driving Education (HPDE) 
events since 1999.  He also had a significant role in the startup of the Autobahn Country Club.  The second is Andy Pilgrim who most of us 
have heard about through his driving for the Corvette Factory Racing Team from 1999 to 2004.  He has also been an instructor at the  NCM 
HPDE events and also started a foundation in 2008 to educate drivers in road traffic safety.  More information is available on the NCM and 
MSP web sites about all these individuals and their roles.
Keep in mind the partners of the MSP when out buying auto parts and services.  They include Michelin, Mobile 1, Holley, and Corvette 
Central.  When in Bowling Green to visit the NCM, MSP or assembly plant, there are five hotels and two restaurants that are sponsors and 
some offer codes on the MSP web site for those who are using them that may offer some cost savings.
If you don’t plan to participate in a driving event at the MSP but would like to experience some of what it offers, there are two activities which 
are available.  Touring Laps are offered for $45 which includes four laps of you driving your car at an average speed of about 60 mph and 
a top speed around 100 mph.  These are available if there is not another scheduled event going on which is usually going to be mid-week 
days.  There is also a Hot Lap option where you ride in one of their cars for a couple of laps with an instructor at the wheel for $100.  Either 
of these should be planned ahead of your visit to be sure the track doesn’t have a conflicting scheduled event by contacting Sydney Sisler 
at: Sydney@motorsportspark.org.
Much more information is available at the MSP web site www.motorsportspark.org. 

NCM Report                Ed Clark, NCM Ambassador    

Memorial Day Weekend 2015        Submitted by Betty Parks
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East Tennessee Corvette Club in partnership with the National Corvette Museum invites you to attend a fun filled weekend - 
parties, car show, road tour and NCCC sanctioned autocrosses (2 days low speed, 1 day high speed). Registration for the weekend 
will be $25 per couple, $15 single. It will include a Meet ‘n Greet Party and Museum leading touring laps of the Motorsports Park 
Road Course.
Entry fee for the car show ($25 per car) and/or autocrosses ($65 per day low speed & $100 high speed) will be a separate fee. All 
entrants to “any” of the events will include the Meet ‘n Greet party and Museum lead touring laps. The flyer is available online at 
www.etcorvette.com and www.ncccsouth.com.
The host hotel is Holiday Inn University Plaza • 1021 Wilkinson Trace, Bowling Green, KY • 270-745-0088. Mention rate code “ETC” 
for special rate of $89 + tax per night.
The tentative schedule of events is:
 Friday - 5/22/15
 3-5pm CT - Registration, Tech Inspection & Trailer Drop Off @ MSP
 Saturday - 5/23/15
 7am-4:30pm - Low Speed Autocross @ MSP
 8:30am - Registration opens @ NCM
 10:30am - Road Tours leave NCM
 12-1pm - Tentative Touring Laps @ MSP
 5:30-7:30pm - Meet ‘n Greet Party @ NCM

IF YOU’RE INTERESTED IN THESE ACTIVITIES - DON’T DELAY. THE HOTEL AND EVENTS ARE FILLING UP FAST.

Sunday - 5/24/15
7am-4:30pm - Low Speed Autocross @ MSP
8:30am - Registration opens @ NCM
10am - People’s Choice Car Show @ NCM
12-1pm - Tentative Touring Laps @ MSP
Monday - 5/25/15
7am-5pm - High Speed Autocross @ MSP
12-1pm - Tentative Touring Laps @ MSP
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Z06 at Petit LeMans                  Submitted by Ed Clark
At the Petit LeMans race this year at Road Atlanta there was a new bright yellow Z06 parked in the Corvette Coral for race participants to 
admire.  As this was the first time I had seen one in real life, I walked around a good bit looking for how it differed from a nearby C7 Z51 car.  
The pictures included with these notes were the ones taken there.  This was not the top end performance version as it lacked the Z07 option.

There were several things I noted that were different:

1.  The front and rear fenders are several inches wider to cover the bigger tires

2.  The rear fender top air intakes had scoops on them to aid in getting air into the grates

3.  The hood looked to be a bit taller in the center but it may have been an illusion due to the paint lines

4.  The rear spoiler was quite tall even without the Z07 option.

5.  The brake cooling openings on the rear quarter panels are larger than the ones on C6 Z06 cars.

6.  The front fender side openings are a good bit larger than a base C7.

Most of these things I had noticed or read about in preproduction articles in various magazines.  

One thing I did notice that I do not remember reading about anywhere were the white brake light lenses.  The base 2014 C7 lenses are red 
and while I didn’t look at Dan Nugent’s 2015 to see if those were red or white, I believe the white lenses are a quick way to distinguish a Z06 
from the rear.

Another thing you will notice is the dragon sticker on the rear end.  The driver had apparently been by the “Tail of the Dragon” on the way to 
Atlanta to see how the car would perform there.
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C6 Production                   Submitted by Ed Clark
I was interested in how the production of the C6 model Corvettes changed over the 9 year production run leading up to the new C7 models.  
During the production run there were engine and transmission changes and the re-introduction of the Z06, ZR1 and Grand Sports models 
as well as the one year only 427 Convertibles. The impact of the great recession can be seen in the annual production numbers as well as 
shifts in which models were preferred by the buyers.  Here are the numbers by year:
 Model Base   Base     Total      GS      GS    Total     Z06     ZR1   427   Total
 Year Coupe   Conv     Base    Coupe    Conv      GS     Conv   Produced
 2005 26,728   10,644     37,372          37,372
 2006 16,598   11,151     27,749        6,272      34,021
 2007 21,484   10,918     32,402        8,159      40,561
 2008 20,030     7,549     27,579        7,731      35,310
 2009   8,737     3,343     12,080                    3,461    1,415      16,956
 2010   3,054     1,003       4,057    3,707     2,335    6,042       518    1,577      12,194
 2011   3,112          780       3,892    5,212     2,782    7,994       904       806      13,596
 2012   2,820          621       3,441    5,056     2,268    7,324       478       404      11,647
 2013   2,597        720       3,317     4,908    1,736    6,644       471       482   2,552     13,466
 Totals   105,160    46,729   151,889   18,883    9,121  28,004   27,994  4,684   2,552   215,123
Some observations from these numbers that I made are;

1.  Z06 sales really fell off once the Grand Sport was introduced which included many of the body, braking and suspension features of 
the Z06 plus a convertible and auto transmission at a less expensive price, but not the engine.  Maybe this is why the C7 Z06 offers a 
convertible and auto transmission while maintaining the higher price.
2.  The ZR1 had two big years of initial sales and then dropped off, again possibly due to the GS models and/or the price premium 
after the initial demand was met.
3.  During the four years of GS sales, their total was about 50% of all Corvettes sold.
4.  A special model like the 427 Convertible in combination with a graphics package option for the 2013 year brought sales back up 
even with all the anticipation of the C7 being generated.

With the exception of 1997, the last four years of C6 production were at the lowest levels since the early 1960’s.  I hope the C7s are doing 
much better and various reports indicate the demand remains high into the 2015 models and Reggie has numerous orders outstanding 
for the C7 Z06 models.  GM apparently feels comfortable with profit levels for Corvettes with the investments made in the Bowling Green 
Assembly Plant so let’s hope that continues and the roll out of new models like the most recent rumored mid-engine “Zora” and others are 
in our future.



2015 Polar Bear Run
Short recap from last year’s Polar Bear Run article by Ed Clark:
It was a cold and rainy morning on a day filled with challenges to a nearby destination following a long and torturous 
path.  
So might start a story on this year’s Polar Bear Run by the Georgia Triumph Association.  It was their most unusual trip 
of the four I have attended and had lots of good ideas we might use on some of our future driving outings and even with 
the bit of rain encountered was a fun day.
The thirty five or so cars that made this year’s run was a much smaller field of cars than the past probably due to the 
weather forecast and a desire by many to drive it with tops down (car tops only thankfully)...
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The Treetop Angel       Submitted by Sondra Wright

December 23 – again!  As usual Penny was all alone.  A windy 20° and a steady snow were keeping many shoppers off the 
street.  Streetlights made little spotlight circles on the snowy sidewalks.  
Doc Aldridge made his rounds of the shop, dusting and straightening as he went, while humming along to the “Dance of 
the Sugarplum Fairies.”   He moved stock together, changed placements on the end caps, and in general puttered around 
to fill the last hour before he could go home.
Business had been good this year, and he had sold out of most of his seasonal stock.  Doc had a knack for bringing in 
just the right amount and just the right items.  But this year, as for the last two years, he had one treetop angel left – the 
same one.  He shook his head and picked up the little angel, murmuring, “If I don’t find you a home this year, I’m going to 
have to put you out.”  He dusted her gently and smiled sadly before putting her back on the shelf.  Penny, the little treetop 
angel, sighed heavily and felt a tear begin to run down her cheek.
Penny had known this day would come.  All the other treetop angels had been bought by people who wanted a perfect 
angel for their perfect tree.  They all reached over her for another angel.  Who could blame them?  Penny wasn’t perfect.  
Her wings were uneven and her halo kept slipping over her left eye.  And on top of it all, her robe was red!  Who ever heard 
of a treetop angel wearing red?!  Doc wouldn’t have any choice except to get rid of her.  She felt more tears run down her 
cheeks to splash on her red robe.
The clock loudly chimed the half hour and Penny knew she only had moments before it would all be over.  She would 
never have a family tree for her own, she would never hear the squeals of joy from children in the house, and she would 
never bring someone joy because she wasn’t perfect.  A small sob escaped her.
Just then the bell on the shop door jangled as a woman rushed in.  Breathlessly, she asked, “I need a treetop angel!  
Please!  I have to have one!  My Mother’s angel fell off the top of the tree and broke and I can’t fix her.  Please, please…”
Doc hurried up and seeing her distress, he soothed her with words while he thought of what to do.  “Now, now.  Take a 
moment to catch your breath.”  He could see the tears and her red eyes.  His heart squeezed in sympathy for her.  He knew 
he only had the one treetop angel left.  But he wanted so much to help this lady.
Doc offered the lady his handkerchief and patted her shoulder while she dried her tears.  She looked up at him and said, 
“Do you have an angel?”  Doc guided her by her elbow to the shelf where Penny waited.  
Penny shut her eyes, fearful the lady would start crying again because she wasn’t pretty enough to take home.  The 
silence grew and Penny felt tears trying to flood her eyes again.  Finally, she opened one eye slowly.  The woman was 
standing there with her hands on her face and a beautiful light in her eyes.  
“She’s beautiful!  Oh, she’s perfect!” said the lady.
Doc picked Penny up gently and took her to the counter.  He asked, “Are you sure you want this one?  Her halo droops a 
bit, and her robe is red.”
“Yes!  She’s the one I want,” said the lady.  “My Mother’s angel had red robes, too.”
Doc wrapped Penny gently in sparkling paper and put her in a beautiful box.  When the lady pulled out her money, he 
shook his head and said, “Merry Christmas.”
© 1995 Sondra Wright

Accolades for C-A-R Contributor    Submitted by Betty Parks

In case you’ve missed this bit of news -- Sondra Wright, our own newsletter contributor, 
is a full-fledged award winning writer!! Writing has been a passion for her and she has 
committed to spend more time fulfilling that passion. 
She recently joined the Atlanta Writers Club and submitted stories for their fall contest. 
Several of those stories Became award winners!! She won first place in the “wild card” 
category (they give you a prompt and you write a story about it) and third place in the short 
story category!
The links to the blogs are below:
   http://firstplacewildcard.blogspot.com/
   http://3rdplaceshortstory.blogspot.com/  
Way to go, Sondra!! We’re proud of your accolades...and your support of the newsletter!



December & January 
Birthdays

 Joan Valentino ................. Dec 12
 Al Bathurst ....................... Dec 14
 Susan Scheller .................. Dec 15
 Mary Bathurst .................. Dec 19
 Kelly Heaphy .................... Dec 28
 Bob Matt ........................... Dec 30
 Frank Merrifield ............... Dec 31
 Rosie Todd ........................ Jan 4
 Bob Zrolka ....................... Jan 8
 Susan Gowin .................... Jan 10
 Angela Barros .................. Jan 14
 Lynda Matt ....................... Jan 19
 Bill Davidson .................... Jan 25

FCOA Members

 Eli Key ...................................Dec 19

HAPPY BIRTHDAY Y’ALL!!

Corvette Restoration
Muscle Car Restoration

• 30 Years Experience •

• Frame on and off restorations
• Fiberglass repair
• Custom body work
• Paint-Base coat, Clear coat, Lacquer,
   Poly Urethane and Gel coat
• Engine rebuild
• Race prepared engines

• Transmissions
• Rear Ends
• Brakes and rotors
• Electical harness
• Re-chrome
• Upholstery installation
• Complete details

~~ NCRS Top Flight Bloomington Gold Specialists ~~

North GA Corvette & Marine
340 Ranchette Road • Alpharetta, GA 30004

770 475-2277 or 770 298-9946

ASK FOR CHRIS OR JIM

SERVICES INCLUDE:

15% off for Corvette Atlanta members
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December & January 
Anniversaries

 Scott & Ann Baize (29) ........................Dec 14
 Don & Betty Parks (44) ........................Dec 19
 Kent & Joan Valentino (36) .................Dec 24
 Rob McLean & Bonnie Lass (16) ..........Dec 31
 Chris & Martha Murphy (43) ............... Jan 14

CONGRATULATION!!
NOTE: If you’ve not supplied your 

anniversary date to the editor, please do so 
we can recognize your achievement!!

Web Sites:
Corvette Atlanta – www.corvetteatlanta.org
               - www.facebook.com/groups/CorvetteAtlanta/
     NCCC – www.corvettesnccc.org
          Southeast Region NCCC – www.ncccsouth.com
               NCM – www.corvettemuseum.com



CHEVROLET

Proud Sponsor Of Corvette Atlanta
2014

Family Owned and Operated Since 1971!

C7’s in stock and arriving daily and a good 
selection of pre-owned, certified Corvettes.    
Special pricing for club members (with 
membership card) on Corvettes, parts, 
accessories, and service.

Home of Georgia’s renowned 
Corvette Sales Specialist, Reggie 
Stagmaier   
A Chevrolet Certified Corvette 
Service Dealer

Jim Ellis Chevrolet 5900 Peachtree Industrial Blvd. Chamblee, GA 30341

770.457.8211 www.jimellischevrolet.com

#2 in Corvette Sales in GA (2013)
#8 in the SE, and top 20 nationally


