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President’s Notes
Dave Brownell
Sometimes I have to just take on the persona of that common 
cartoon character, dressed in a shaggy robe, looking sad with a 
sign that says “Repent, the End is Near!”  While I am not implying 
that any end is near, I do want my sign, directed at Corvette 
owners, to say “Hurry Up, Winter is Coming!”  While Fall in Georgia 
has some of the finest driving experiences of the year, I wish I 
could say the same about the season that follows it.  Cold weather, 
rain and sometimes snow and slush are not the dreams of many 
Corvette owners I know.  I spent five Minnesota winters with my 67 
Corvette, and what I learned is that they’re not ideal winter cars.  
So my car, like most in the Frozen North, stayed inside a very cold 
garage, safely protected from salted roads and skidding vehicles.  
Even in mild Georgia, I tend to drive some other car and leave the 
Corvettes to hibernate most of the season.

But, many of us want to/have to drive our Corvettes year ‘round.  
So what must happen to do it right takes time, energy and no 
procrastination.  An oil and filter change and coolant condition 
check is top of the list.  Late Corvettes are so much more simple to 
winterize because the Dexcool coolant is supposed to last about 
five years, there are very few lube fittings and your handy instrument 
gauges will tell you how much oil life you have remaining.  About 
the only annoying tendency is for the four tire pressure readings 
to send an alert if tire pressures drop below 22-25 pounds, usually 
due to an ambient temperature drop in the weather.  So, a good tire 
pressure gauge and a few extra pounds of air/nitrogen is prudent 
before the winter hits and you really don’t want to do that when 
it’s that cold.  As for me, with the fear and dread of Minnesota 
winters still fresh in my mind, all of the Corvettes and any other 
car that will be laid up for a while, I do a lube service (oil/filter/
grease gun) in the fall, just out of habit.  Maybe some StaBil in a 
full fuel tank, too.  Tires will be visibly checked and pressures put 
where they should be.  While under the cars, everything is looked 
at, including anything that might have started to drip.  I can do two 
Corvettes in the time it takes to do an old car: the Packard has 
28 lube fittings and the drop-in oil filter cartridge always makes 
a mess.  But, with each of the cars I have to remember to record 
what I’ve done in the family service book with descriptions, date 
and mileage.  Otherwise, guilt and worry will follow as surely as 
the thaw follows the frost.

So, as you enjoy the Fall colors and other Corvette delights, do 
think a bit forward to preserving your car’s wellbeing by not putting 
things off until the weather makes it impossible or uncomfortable.  
In past years, older cars needed much more attention than our 
modern ones do.  But, because of the care they were given, some 
of the cars we admire and cherish most are still with us.  Like 
machines and friends, treat them with respect and care and they’ll 
return the favor in multiples.

Here’s hoping that others treat us the same way.  Happy driving in 
a reliable friend with a Chevy label on it!

2014 Corvette Atlanta, Inc.
Board of Directors

Elected Board Members:

President   ..............Dave Brownell 
  president@corvetteatlanta.org

VP-Activities...........David Morgan
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Editor ......................Betty Parks
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Consistently ranked among the top National Council of Corvette 
Clubs (NCCC) affiliated clubs, we are active in a variety of 
Corvette enthusiast endeavors – such as club social activities, 
road rallyes, car shows, displays & amateur competitive solo 
driving – we try to have a good time in everything we do!
If you think owning & driving a Corvette is something special 
& you like being around others who feel the same way, please 
consider joining our club.
Club meetings are held the 1st Tuesday of each month. For 
more information about Corvette Atlanta, please contact the 
VP-Membership or any other officer listed above.
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Reminder: 2015 Dues...
• Payment due by the November meeting



Competition Report  
Don Parks, VP-Competition

Past Competition Events:
Sept 27 in St. Augustine, FL (6 Low Speed Autocrosses) - The ‘driving’ 
course, as described previously, was in great shape, except that it 
had rained before the weekend. Several folks got to experience the 
thrill of running off the course...nothing seriously hurt. We enjoyed 
the course, the weather and the fellowship with friends!
Oct 4-5 in Rantoul, IL (14 Low Speed Autocrosses) - This was 
another great autocross facility utilizing airport runways! It was a 
fairly fast course and fun! The host hotel provided the pool house for 
our evening gatherings - the weather was chilly so it was good to be 
inside and warm!
Upcoming Competition Events:

Southeast Region: The next regional events will be Nov 1-2 in 
Huntsville, AL (14 Low Speed Autocrosses). The flyer is posted on 
the NCCC-South website. Other events that have been sanctioned 
for the rest of the year are: 

   Nov. 15 - 16 • 14 Low Speed Autocrosses - Nashville, TN
   Nov. 28 - 29  • 10 High Speed Autocrosses - Roebling Road
                     Raceway (Corvette Atlanta’s events with Florida)
 Dec. 6 -7  • 14 Low Speed Autocrosses - Huntsville, AL

Remember - participating or working in the Southeast Region events 
helps the club earn points towards the National competition as well 
as you earn points towards the Club’s points standings. 

National: Other events (other than in the Southeast Region) include 
the following: 

 Oct 25-26 • 14 Low Speed Autocrosses - Brooksville, FL
 Nov 21-22 • 14 Low Speed Autocrosses - St. Augustine, FL

Editorial Reflections
Betty Parks, Editor

Membership Report
Larry Vaitkus, VP-Membership

As we go into the last couple of months of the year, we have 96 
members.
I would like to remind all members that Betty has sent out your 
invoices for renewal, if you have not received your invoice please 
get in touch with her as soon as possible. Those that have 
received your invoice, Betty needs them paid at our next meeting 
(11/04/2014). Those that will not be attending the meeting, please 
get them in the mail so Betty receives them in time.

Activities Report
David Morgan, VP-Activities
Once again the activities offered to members was wide.  The 
Competition report shows we have activities for those who “feel the 
need for speed”.   I know Don and Betty P. would love to have some 
support for speed events.
For those of the club that like to eat,  a small group of hearty eaters 
met at Siam Thai restaurant on Oct 18th.  Attending were Lea 
Ann English and Jim Lecki, Lisa DeKalb and Larry V., Donna and 
Michael Greer, David and Nancy M. and Jack Fillipone. All agreed 
the food was good and the people watching was interesting.  If you 
haven’t been to downtown Decatur on a Sat. night in a while, you 
would be amazed at the numbers of young folks out spending their 
hard earned dollars.  Decatur is quite the happening place these 
days.
Upcoming events:
Nov. 1 - this is the annual road trip to the mountain home of Jim 
and Mickey Hutchinson.  The plan is for those who live around 285, 
come meet at 0830 hrs at the McDonalds just off I-85 at Pleasant 
Hill Rd.  We will depart as a convoy at 0900 hrs, with the required 
stop at JayMar Farms, above Gainesville, on GA 316.  If you live 
North of 285, or you are not an early bird, meet up with us a JayMar 
Farms about 1000 hrs.   We will shop and visit for sometime, then 
head on up to the mountains.  The Bar-B-Que is always good and 
a visit to the lovely mountain home of the Hutchinson’s is a treat.  
Also, the sight seeing and mountain shopping on the way home is 
something I enjoy.
Nov 8 - Veteran’s Day parade, where we need as many Covettes 
as possible to carry the various dignitaries on the parade route.  
Then if you want to, most of us meet at Manuel’s Tavern on North 
Highland for lunch.  Contact Dan Nugent for parade route details.
Nov 15 - Nancy has planned a trip to the newly opened ROXX 
Restaurant, which is located across from club meeting place, 
O’Charley’s.  Nancy and I have eaten there and report good food 
and good service on our trip.  Make sure you contact Nancy to get 
your reservations with her.
Jan 17, 2015 will be the date of our annual Awards Banquet.  We 
will use the Petite Auberge folks again, as they give us a full meal 
deal, with cash bar, for a very good price.  Mark your next year’s 
calendar now.
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I’d like to thank the officers for their articles to this issue of the 
newsletter as well as additional feature articles from Ed Clark, 
Dave Brownell, Dan Nugent, Sondra Wright and the Hutchinsons. 
My time has been limited lately due to our travel schedule - so I 
truly appreciate these efforts to make the newsletter informative 
and entertaining.
It would be great to receive more articles from more members to 
give some relief to my editorial staff! It would be great to receive 
articles after the meeting to allow me time to format & layout the 
newsletter.
Remember - November is nomination time for the 2015 Corvette  
Atlanta Board. Think about getting involved and volunteering for 
an office.

2014 CA Points Standing
Don Parks, VP-Competition
Club points have been tabulated through the October Saturday Night 
Out from the 39 events.  
• The top 5 positions include:

      #1 - Steph Strauss - 137 points / 31 events
      #2 - Jack Filippone - 132 points / 30 events
      #3 - Lisa DeKalb - 98 points / 21 events
      #4 - Ed Clark - 97 points / 20 events
      #5 - Frank Merrifield - 89 points / 21 events



	
Calendar of Events
October 2014
   4 Galaxy Diner Cruise,  Chamblee
   5 Caffeine & Octane Gathering, Alpharetta
   5 Road Runner Cruise-In, Roswell
   7 CA General Meeting - O’Charley’s Restaurant, Tucker*
17-18 Corvette Expo - Sevierville, TN
  18 Saturday Night Out . . . - Siam Thai Restaurant, Decatur*
18-19 14 Low Speed Autocrosses, St. Augustine, FL
  21 CA Board Meeting - Amy Parker’s home, Decatur
25-26 14 Low Speed Autocrosses, Brooksville, FL

November 2014
   1 Road Trip - Hutchinson’s Cabin*
 1-2 14 Low Speed Autocrosses, Huntsville, AL*
   2 Caffeine & Octane Gathering, Alpharetta
   2 Road Runner Cruise-In, Roswell
   4 CA General Meeting - O’Charley’s Restaurant, Tucker*
 7-8 NCCC National Meeting, St. Louis, MO
   8 Veterans’ Day Parade *
  15 Toys for Tots Show - Galaxy Diner, Chamblee
  15 Saturday Night Out. . . -ROXX Restaurant, Tucker*
15-16 14 Low Speed Autocrosses, Nashville, TN*
  18 CA Board Meeting - Amy Parker’s home, Decatur
 22-23 14 Low Speed Autocrosses, St. Augustine, FL
 28-30 10 High Speed Autocrosses, Roebling Road Raceway*

December 2014
   2 CA General Meeting - O’Charley’s Restaurant, Tucker*
 6-7 14 Low Speed Autocrosses, Huntsville, AL*
   7 Caffeine & Octane Gathering, Alpharetta
   7 Road Runner Cruise-In, Roswell
  ?? Polar Bear Run

 * denotes events that are sanctioned for Club points

The Perfect Garage?      
Dave Brownell

My neighbor and friend Jeff stopped by the other day with his 
newest car, a beautiful gray Ferrari F430 he had just purchased, 
slightly used.  New, these cars cost more than $300,000.  I don’t 
know what he paid but it does look nice parked next to the red 
Ferrari he’s owned for more than twenty years and a two year 
old Porsche Carerra S.  Jeff was stopping by to see about the 
possibility of one of my sons clearing some land next to his 
house for adding a four car garage to match the current four car 
garage.  Jeff would do the building with his own hands, having 
built three large houses, including a 6,000 square foot “cottage” on 
Campabello Island in Canada.  That cottage already has a six car 
carriage house he also built himself.  Jeff is definitely a Car Guy 
and skilled builder.
Meanwhile, the Peachstate Packard Club is having a tour of the 
Cofer Collection in Tucker in a few weeks.  I told Jeff that I’d be 
pleased to take him with me so he can see first-hand what a 
Georgia collection of forty or fifty fabulous cars can look like.  I 
have been there several times before but Jeff hasn’t.  I suppose 
that if your family name is Leno or Nethercutt, you might want 
to look down your nose at a substantial painted concrete block, 
windowless building, surrounded by a high fence, several serious 
guard dogs, and video monitoring, but it’s just what I would want, 
including the large service and repair bay complete with a skilled 
full-time mechanic.  Jeff will be in for a surprise when he sees the 
collection of cars dating back to the Teens, but I suspect he will 
really start swooning over the building and the way it is set-up.  I’m 
told that both police and fire departments have a special love for 
the Cofer garage, mainly because of the annual family picnic they 
host separately for each department.  It couldn’t hurt to have such 
special friends with the valuable collection that they have.
For a different scale in the quality of the cars garaged, my friends 
in the mid-part of Georgia have an eight year old purpose-built 
garage that can fit twenty-four cars behind fourteen garage doors.  
Two of those doors are tall enough to admit a Greyhound bus or 
motor home, but so far, only cars, including four of mine, are stored 
inside.  Upstairs, there’s a two bedroom apartment with bath and 
kitchen for those times when you’re too tired to drive home.  It 
also has an extensive library for the hundreds of car books and 
manuals all those cars might require.  Two new post lifts and an 
extensive collection of Snap-On tools are enough to make many 
of us green with envy.  But this family has several generations of 
Car Guys, so they actively use what they own and skin their own 
knuckles, just like you and me.
Jeff is a successful business man who employs almost three 
hundred people.  He and I have talked about renting or leasing a 
secure building where car enthusiasts could safely store their cars 
and also have sufficient work space to maintain them.  But each 
time we start dreaming, reality quickly sets in.  Who would you 
trust to be a like-minded responsible paying partner?  How would 
you alarm and secure an unattended garage with your automotive 
treasures?  Where would such a building be located where floods, 
vandals and other bad things would not be a problem?  How far 
would you be willing to drive on a cold night just to be near your 
four wheel wonders? 
Ultimately, I hope to plant the seed in Jeff’s creative mind when 
we visit the Cofer collection.  We’ll see what blooms among the 
possibilities.  As one of my family members pointed out when I 
spoke of getting another Packard, she said that the famous slogan 
says “Ask the Man Who Owns One.”  She emphasized the One; 
not two, three or twenty.  I’ll keep that in mind but it probably won’t 
help.
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Time to Head for the Hills
Submitted by Mickey & Jim Hutchinson
We look forward to having the club back up to the cabin on Saturday, 
November 1. As this is written, the leaves are already becoming 
colorful and there is a nip in the air. Plans are to enjoy catching up 
on each other’s activities, while savoring Mickey Pig’s BBQ, Mac and 
cheese, baked beans et al. Following that activity everyone is invited 
to explore the Sautee Nacoochee area with its many small shops 
for early Christmas or personal shopping. Just a bit further down 
the road at the Hardman Farm across from the Indian Mound, wine 
tastings and local art will be featured that day. http://www.facebook.
com/unicoiwinefestival 
David and Nancy Morgan will be meeting and leading the group from 
the McDonald’s at Pleasant Hill Rd. between 8:30- 9:00 a.m. and 
heading up shortly thereafter. Our members in the “Northern Tier” 
may wish to join-up with the group at Jaemor Farms as in the past, 
probably shortly after the 10 o’clock hour. That’s a great pit stop and 
a fine place for fall farm food offerings. http://www.jaemorfarms.com/  
We currently have 22 folks signed on for the trip, but would love to 
have more of you join us. We’ll wait until about Oct. 25 to put in our 
final order at Mickey Pig’s, so there’s still time to sign on. Do let me 
hear from you: 404-633-7982, or jrbhutch@att.net 
See U on the 1st.!!



  Events Update
            The 2014 calendar year events at the Museum are winding down. The tours around Kentucky will be completed as I am 
writing this and the Vets ‘N Vettes is still to be held on November 6-8, 2014.  The veteran recognition event has grown in attendance by both 
Corvette owners and veterans from a couple of Kentucky military bases.  Unfortunately this conflicts with our long standing commitment to 
the Atlanta Veterans Day Parade. Also in November, the sinkhole fix starts on the 10th and may take up to six months to complete.  During 
the fix the dome will be off the Museum tour route.  There is still a bit of time to get to Bowling Green and see the infamous Corvette eating 
hole if you haven’t been there yet.
Calendar year 2015 has 15 events currently scheduled including the Museum in Motion events at the Tail of the Dragon and at LeMans.  
There are also two High Performance Driving Events held by the Museum to give you an opportunity to try out the new track. Participating 
in any one of these events might allow you to check off an item from your Bucket List.
Did you know that the Museum Insurance program will allow you to insure your collector AMC, Packard or even a Ford vehicle?  It doesn’t 
have to be just Corvettes.  You might ask them for a quote when it’s time to renew your collector car insurance.
Many of you are members of the Museum and get some e-mails form them on a regular basis.  If you might be interested in starting to 
receive information from the Museum or add another category like Museum Store sales or Car Raffles, go to www.corvettemuseum.org/
ncmevents/index.html and select what you are interested in.  You can opt out at any time if you chose to do so.

NCM Report                Ed Clark, NCM Ambassador    

Member Spotlight - Ed Clark  
Submitted by Sondra Wright
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Telling Ed’s story is probably going to sound like a retirement dinner speech, what with all the awards, boards, and positions he’s 
held in several aspects of his life.  I should have a display table alongside this article to hold all of them!  Well, just join me in the 
imagining (and don’t forget the gold watch)!
The Ed we know today has a long back story of how he got there.  Somewhere along the way, Ed became known as EC by his 
childhood buddies (and is to this day).  He grew up in Macon, GA and lived there through high school.  Ed went on to graduate 
from GA Tech with a bachelor’s in Civil Engineering and a master’s in Environmental Engineering.  He was drafted into the Army 
after college and served three and one-half years, including a tour in Viet Nam.
In 1972, Ed married Ann Sheridan.  They have two children, Andy and Stacie.  Andy is married to Shannon and they have an 
almost-two-year-old darling named Charlie, who is – according to his grandpa – a future Corvette Owners Association member.  
Stacie isn’t married yet, but I get the sense that Ed is looking forward to that day!
After the army, Ed went to work for the engineering firm of Jordan, Jones and Goulding.  After 38 years with them, he then sat on 
their board for several more.  Now here’s where we get into some really interesting information about Ed.  It sounds innocuous 
enough to say that he is a past president of the GA section of the American Water  Works Association, and also of the GA 
Association of Water Professionals, and was on the board of the Water Environment Federation.  And it sounds pretty cool that 
he served 12 years on the External Advisory Board of the Civil and Environmental Engineering School at GA Tech.  Pretty nice 
stuff, right?  BUT, Ed is a member of the 5S society (Select Society of Sanitary Sludge Shovelers) and was its Head Shoveler 
more than once!  We here at Corvette Atlanta have seen evidence of your Head Shoveler abilities a few times!  (Sorry, Ed, but you 
opened the door!)
Now, about Corvettes!  Ed joined Corvette Atlanta around 1973 (his member number is SE-142-0058).  Kids and job demands kept 
him from being very active for a few years, but he kept up his membership and got much more involved after retiring in 2007.  He 
currently owns two Corvettes – A C3 1970 LT-1 convertible that he purchased new and a C6 2010 Grand Sport convertible.  Back 
in the ‘70s he also had a C21996 convertible for a while.  Ed told me he earned recognition for his driving skills, not in a Corvette, 
but in his mother’s ’58 Edsel, when he received the High Speed Driving Award from the Macon police on the very night he got his 
first driver’s license!  Way to go, Ed!!
Ed has a couple of funny stories he tells on himself, especially one about being involved in the design of wastewater and drinking 
water treatment facilities.  Apparently it takes a really good sense of humor when discussing what he worked on!  It seems he 
knows more about doodoo disposal than most and is sometimes accused of being full of it!  (He says he’s been paying hush 
money for years to keep this quiet.)
Ed especially wanted us to know that he has numerous pictures of him as a bachelor dating Raquel Welch (well, not really 
pictures, but he did shake her hand once)!  We are hopeful that Ann won’t be upset by this revelation.  Ed says there’s no danger 
of anyone hacking his FB account to get these pictures put on You Tube since the only “pictures” are the ones from his bachelor-
days mind.
Pets have abounded at the Clark household over the years, and today include a 10 year old rescued Golden Retriever named 
Sassy.  Ed also had a pet raccoon named PeeWee when he was in high school.  He said it was a lot of fun.  Wonder what Ed’s 
mom thought?
Ed has enjoyed meeting and getting to know lots of people through Corvette Atlanta and by participating in various Corvette 
events.  He said a new C7 or C7 Z06 – or even a rumored mid-engine “Zora” - would really, really dress up his garage!  Now he 
just needs to get agreement from a certain other.
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On September 20th , ten members of Corvette Atlanta participated in 
a road trip to Fort Benning in Columbus, Georgia to visit the National 
Infantry Museum.  Mike and Donna Greer, Frank Merrifield, David 
and Nancy Morgan, Ron and Barbara Rotundi, new member Frank 
Stringer, Larry Vaitkus and Ed Clark met at the Denny’s in the Tanger 
Outlet Mall in Locust Grove to begin the trip which went cross country 
to Ft Benning.   Following a delicious and maybe nutritious breakfast 
by most at the Denny’s, we gathered up the cars, distributed directions 
and radios, and headed out.  Zebulon, Thomaston, Talbotton, and 
Geneva were some of the cities we passed through along the way
The road trip was led by the 2014 C7 of Frank Stringer who had his 
first opportunity to participate in a Corvette road trip and also to be the 
leader of the pack.  At a pit stop in Thomaston, his car was surrounded 
by a group individuals who had arrived at the same stop with heavily 
modified mud bogging trucks on trailers.  They obviously know good 
looks when they see it!  The day was initially overcast and some slight 
sprinkles brought the tops back up on the convertibles – we missed 
Michael Campsmith and “the top down no matter what” attitude.
On arriving at the Museum we initially exercised again the CAMEO 
(Corvette Atlanta Members Eating Out) activity by having lunch in 
the Museum restaurant.  With the exception of several attempts at 
bringing a correct salad out, the lunches were served fairly quickly and 
seemed to be liked.  We then spread out and toured the Museum with 
numerous war stories added to the Museum displays which brought 
back memories told by parents as well as those experience by our 
members.  A new display area with armored vehicles had recently been 
added and gave a good perspective of how the USA has responded 
to the enemy’s capabilities and equipment over all the various wars.
There is a well-stocked gift shop in the Museum that several people 
visited prior to leaving. There are also numerous other military shops 
on the route into the Ft Benning area if you are interested in military 
surplus items.
The travelers were on their own on the return trip. I was given the 
opportunity to drive Frank Stringer’s C7 back to Atlanta and really 
enjoyed having that chance.  I had a bit of a learning curve on operation 
of the 7 speed shifter and clutch with several wrong gear selections 
and engine stalls. Frank was very kind in keeping his true feelings of 
my mistakes unspoken.  If someone offers you the chance to drive a 
C7 for a while, I suggest accepting it.  It will be a great experience.
Thanks also go to David Morgan who helped put the route together 
with enough info on turns and distances so that no one got lost on the 
way to Columbus.  This occurred in spite of the driver on the scouting 
trip taking a 45 minute wrong turn trip and having to back that out of 
the trip directions.

National Infantry Museum & Soldier Center Road Trip      
Submitted by Ed Clark
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Hendrick Private Collection              Submitted by Ed Clark
When Dan Nugent mentioned at our last club meeting that there was an opportunity to visit the Rick Hendrick Private Car Collection, my first 
thought was WOW and the possibly of one check off on the Bucket List.  Dave Brownell and I looked at each other as Dan was talking and 
nodded in agreement to go.  I signed up as soon as I got home with the Amazing Corvettes Club who had made the arrangements while 
Dave made reservations at the hotel near the Hendrick complex.  I had gone to Charlotte about two years ago and while there had visited 
the Hendrick NASCAR teams facilities and had been very impressed with what good planning, success and obviously gobs of money can 
accomplish.  These facilities are way ahead of say the Elliot facilities in Dawsonville which are nice themselves.  When you see row after row 
of huge tool chests, every imaginable piece of automotive machinery and tools, giant flat steel plates that are as near flat as are possible to 
make that are used for car alignment and suspension setting, spotless floors and on and on in a building and then see two more complexes 
just like it for the other teams, well it is impressive even if in the unobtainable category of your wish list.
However on that visit we were firmly told that unless Mr Hendrick invited you there was no way to visit the private collection in that huge 
building on the hill.  I had seen a TV show in which it was discussed and some video shown and thus had an understanding of what might 
be there.  I had also seen Rick Hendrick purchase various Corvettes with S/N 00001 several times for high six and seven figure numbers 
plus lots of other Corvettes, often from the factory with some special feature or at the Mecum or Barrett-Jackson events.  All this got my 
interest up a good bit as I prepared to head off to see all them together.
When we arrived at the Collection building we were met by our guide who gave use the rules for the day such as no touching or drooling 
on the cars, free to ask any questions we had, feel free to wonder, no free samples to hand out- all of which were fairly normal for places 
like this but the “no pictures” rule was a bummer.  On entering the building you immediately see C7 S/N  0001 and 0002 of both coupe and 
convertible models which are loaded with all the good options and a nice lead in.  The next room is a conference room where the table top is 
held up by a fully restored frame and drive train from his first Corvette which was a “63 Coupe – very impressive.  Then into the main display 
area where cars are everywhere and the first three were ’53, ’54, and ’55 Corvette models.  Then came a group of ’57 Corvette fuelies, the 
some ’57 Belair fuelies, a ’55 210 full face car with a Z06 engine and you were just starting. As most collectors, he has preferences and 
his obviously is GM and Chevrolet oriented with a few other GM cars and even a Ferrari , Lexus or BMW or two.  The biggest groups as I 
saw them were “67 big block Corvettes, ’63 Corvettes, ’67-69 Camaros and ’57 Corvettes.  L88s were all over, old and new ZL1s, old and 
new Z/28s plus some older race cars.  Another thing that impressed me while looking at the information displays with each car were the 
unusual options/unusual S/Ns/one of color codes/etc that many of the vehicles had.   The current Camaros with COPO designations were 
quite unusual.
Was I disappointed in any way?  Well to a degree the two hour or so time we had was a bit short to do the place justice; there were 
relatively few C3 through C6 models that I saw, and trying to learn from the guide and still see the cars resulted in not much learning from 
the guide.  The display vehicles are regularly exercised and all are in running order and they were not looking for exercising volunteers 
– disappointment.  A few of the cars are sold each year and a few new ones purchased and to the guides knowledge, none given away – 
disappointment.
If you have the chance to go and are a Corvette/Chevrolet nut at least at times, you will get to see some unusual cars, some of which you 
may have only heard about.  I enjoyed the trip and getting to meet a number of new Corvette people.  I also came to realize that my 2010 
C6 was the oldest Corvette on the trip and there may need to be some selling and buying in my own collection. 
Thanks to Steve Bracken and the Amazing Corvette Club for the invitation.

Veterans Day Parade 2014            Submitted by Dan Nugent
Corvette Atlanta will lead the 33th annual Veterans Day Parade through the downtown Atlanta streets on Saturday, November 8, 2014. The 
assembly area and parade route will be changed this year due to closing of some side streets where construction projects are blocking 
access. The Parade Coordinator will provide us final staging directions and parade route info at least a week before the event.  This year’s 
parade theme is “Pathway to Victory – from D-Day to Tokyo Bay”.  Due to this year’s focus on the 70th Anniversary of “D-Day” a large 
number of dignitaries and war veterans is expected that could exceed last year’s record turnout.
Although convertibles are preferred, coupes with tops removed are welcome since we need at least 35 Corvettes to accommodate the 
various parade officials and dignitaries.   We can always use extra Corvettes for the “Walk-ons” or extra parade officials.  Corvette Atlanta 
and Classic Glass Corvette Club have collaborated for many years on this event in order to provide the required number of Corvettes. We 
are inviting non-club Corvette owners and other clubs to participate with us this year in order to provide the larger number of Corvettes 
requested.  Please ask your Corvette friends to participate with us and let me know who they are and their contact information.
The parade is always a great opportunity for club members to participate in this special event with their Corvettes on display while honoring 
our veterans.  After delivering the dignitaries to the reviewing stand at the end of the parade we will go to Manuel’s Tavern at the intersection 
of North Ave. and Highland Ave. for a traditional group lunch.
Please save the date and plan to participate in this Patriotic and enjoyable event.  There will be a sign-up sheet at the November 4 meeting 
if you have not already sign-up or you can send me an e-mail at danug@comcast.net. 

VOLuNTEERS ARE NEEDED...
•Read below article for details about Veterans Day Parade
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Allegedly, France’s King Louis did not want the country’s commoners to know about the insides of the royal estate of Versailles when it was 
built.  He thought that they might be either overwhelmed or jealous.  Both of these feelings were apparent in my thinking when several of 
us joined the new Amazing Corvettes on an October tour of the Hendrick’s Heritage Museum in Concord, N.C.
The size and planning of the Hendrick estate is almost mind-boggling when you drive in through the gated entry-way.  Sleek and modern 
buildings contain administrative offices, three team garages, a NASCAR building and museum (including gift shop) and the heritage 
collection.  The Hendrick YouTube website can show all this to you much better than I could hope to describe it in a few paragraphs.  If 
you have ever visited the California estate of William Randolph Hearst in San Simeon, you’ll know the feeling you get when you are 
welcomed in.  Nearly two hundred pristine and beautifully maintained Corvettes, Camaros, two Oldsmobiles and a few Cadillac and Buick 
convertibles await your inspection but not your touch.  Two new BMW I8 hybrid sports cars have just been added.  Not a single Ford can be 
spotted.  Hendrick has no Ford franchises among their eighty or so dealerships, but does have German and Japanese brands represented.  
Whether this is Ford antipathy was a question not quite answered.  But what is there is stunning.
Like with King Louis, you have to be invited to enter the collection.  Walk-up visitors are either discouraged or downright turned away.  For 
me, the collection of 1967 and 1963 Corvettes was my highlight attraction.  Like other museums that feature Mid-Year Corvettes, these 
three dozen or more cars were either beautifully preserved or wonderfully restored.  But there was a definite emphasis on Big Blocks and 
side pipes.  I missed seeing the more common cars that made up four out of five Corvettes produced in those years.  I have found the 
same philosophy at the Muscle Car City museum in Florida with their three dozen 1967 Corvettes on display.  While I appreciate the L-88s 
and other Big Block cars, shown in almost impossible to achieve perfection, I do miss the models most commoners bought when they were 
new.  
The other feature is the nostalgia evoked by the buildings and displays that surround the parked collection of cars, including an innovative 
Drive-In movie theater that loops the History Channel video of the Rick Hendrick story of success.  All in all, this invitational visit was 
overwhelming, stunning, educational and much appreciated.  It was probably the best financed Corvette/Camaro display in the world.  Until 
I get my chance for a personal tour of Jay Leno’s Big Dog garage(s), it will just have to do.  I am but a Corvette commoner, after all.   And 
the King would not allow indoor photography, either.

Impressions of the Hendrick Auto Collection              
Submitted by Dave Brownell
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Vehicle Profile: 2014 Chevrolet Corvette Family            
Reprint from Chevy Happenings
Better than all the rest
What “Luxury Sports Car” was chosen as the best of them all by U.S. News, based on their independent analysis of published reviews 
and test drives, plus safety and reliability data? The all-new 2014 Chevrolet Corvette Stingray, available here at Jim Ellis Chevrolet in 
Atlanta, Georgia. Better than anything from Germany or Japan or Great Britain; simply the best. Words like “dazzles,” “remarkable” and 
“breathtaking” have been thrown around with complete abandon by automotive writers everywhere, and the best part is that this great new 
Corvette is one of the most affordable sports cars to be found.  
Given its startling performance and the universal high-regard the new Corvette has inspired, the car’s $53,000 starting MSRP is even more 
remarkable; Car and Driver called it a “screaming value,” and AutoTrader called it “simply the best high-performance value on the planet.” 
After driving the new Corvette, Consumer Guide editors said, “The truth of the matter is, this latest C7 generation of the Corvette is in a 
performance league where few others can play. And most of those that do cost multiples as much.”
The 2014 Corvette Stingray line offers coupe and convertible body styles, Stingray and Z51 models, and 1LT, 2LT and 3LT trims for both 
models. There’s also a Z51 Performance Package that can be added each of the three Z51 trims.
The 2014 Stingray Coupe 1LT is a lightweight, high-precision two-seat sports car that embarrasses competitors costing many thousands 
more. An aluminum frame and the latest generation of the vaunted small-block V8 are at the heart of it all. This 6.2-liter V8 produces 455 
hp and 460 lb/ft of torque, and it hurls the Stingray to 60 mph in just 3.8 seconds. The standard transmission is a seven-speed manual with 
Active Rev Matching and Launch Control. A six-speed paddle-shift automatic is available, and you can adjust it just the way you like thanks 
to selectable shift feel and shift points. A torque converter with reduced inertia improves shift quality and speed.
Other 1LT features include all-new eight-way power adjustable seats, leather upholstery, Keyless Access and Push-Button Start, a power 
tilt/telescope steering column, a rear-vision camera, a body-color removable carbon-fiber roof panel, a carbon-fiber hood, a Driver Mode 
Selector, and a Bose® audio system with nine speakers and a three-month trial of SiriusXM Satellite Radio.
The Corvette Stingray Coupe 2LT (MSRP $57,210) is fitted with a variety of popular features and equipment, including heated and 
ventilated seats with lumbar/wing adjustment and seat emblems, seat position and mirror memory, Bose® premium audio, HomeLink 
universal remote, auto-dimming mirrors, a color head-up display, one-year SiriusXM subscription, a cargo net and shade, and an enhanced 
theft-deterrent package.
In Stingray Coupe 3LT (MSRP $61,005), even more luxury is blended into the sport. The 3LT gets a custom leather-wrapped interior with 
Nappa leather seating surfaces. Navigation, which is available in 1LT and 2LT trims, is standard in the 3LT. The instrument panel in the 
3LT matches the interior color, too.
For high-performance lovers looking for the sharpest nail, there’s the 2014 Corvette Z51 (MSRP starting at $57,000). It’s the Stingray 
for the purist who wants the lightest weight possible. You get the same trims and features as above, plus the availability of the Z51 
Performance Package.
The Z51 Performance Package is all business. You get larger wheels in staggered 19-inch front and 20-inch rear sizes with Michelin® 
Pilot® Super Sport® summer tires; and a dry sump engine oil system to stand up to high performance driving. An electronic limited-slip 
differential is included, as are performance gear ratios, and there’s extra cooling for the differential and transmission, as well as HD cooling 
for the engine. The Z51 chassis rides on its own specific shocks, springs and stabilizer bars. Also exclusive to the Z51 is an aero package 
that reduces lift at high speeds to enhance stability. Larger, 13.6-inch diameter front brakes with black calipers and slotted brake rotors 
bring confident stopping to match the impressive acceleration. The Z51 Performance Package can be further enhanced with available 
Magnetic Selective Ride Control and Performance Traction Management.
Available amenities include Competition Sport bucket seats, with solid magnesium seat frames that are lightweight and strong; and a 
sueded microfiber-wrapped steering wheel in a smaller, 14.1-inched diameter for performance driving. A sueded, microfiber-wrapped 
Upper Interior Trim Package richens the interior with a microfiber headliner, visors, A-pillar trim, trim above the windshield and rear window 
and around the quarter windows. The standard body-color carbon fiber panel can be replaced with a transparent removable panel or a 
Visible Carbon-Fiber panel with body-color surround. The Body Color Dual Roof Package includes both the transparent panel and the 
carbon-fiber panel, and the Carbon-Fiber Dual Roof Package pairs the Visible Carbon-Fiber panel with the transparent panel. Brake 
calipers in red or yellow give you options besides the standard dark gray
metallic, too.
The standard rear axle ratio for all Corvette Stingray trims is 3.42:1. This 
delivers a great blend of performance and economy. Available for 1LT and 
2LT trims is a long-legged 2.56:1 limited-slip rear end that pairs with the 
six-speed automatic transmission. Z51 models offer an available 2.73:1 
ratio with the automatic.
The 2014 Chevrolet Corvette inspired AutoTrader writers to say, “You can
certainly pay a lot more for rival sports cars, but it’s hard to imagine wanting 
more than what this revolutionary C7 ‘Vette provides.” See and drive the 
new Corvette for yourself, and be your own judge. Schedule your test drive today. 



2015 Corvette Road Test              Submitted by Dan Nugent

My long-awaited delivery of a Crystal Red, 2LT Corvette Stingray 
Coupe on August 30, 2014 was an exciting event for Carolyn and 
me.  We had been planning a serious “road test” trip to the Southwest 
that would give us an opportunity to become familiar with all the new 
features and changes made since the 1998 coupe that we have 
enjoyed for 16 years and 73,000 miles.  The ultimate destination was 
the National Parks in Arizona and Utah where we could see the ones 
we had missed on our last Corvette trip in that direction 10 years 
ago.  We departed September 19 and returned 14 days later having 
traveled 5,400 miles though some of America’s greatest scenery and 
mountainous terrain while visiting 10 wonderful parks and monuments.
The Corvette was a delight to drive and ride long distances on 
interstate highways and especially on the many steep and curvy 
mountain roads where the superior suspension, braking, and 
performance characteristics could be experienced and appreciated!  
I was anxious to see what the new 8 speed automatic transmission 
would be like since all my Corvettes over the years had manual 
transmissions.  I was amazed at how it shifted so quickly and smoothly 
during acceleration while cruising in 8th gear at only 1,600 RPM at 80 
MPH (speed limit in parts of Utah and Wyoming).  Using the manual 
paddle shifting was useful in controlling the speed and braking on 
steep roads without excessive braking and gear changing.  I learned 
that when the transmission is in automatic mode, paddle shifting is 
enabled but would return to automatic mode if paddle shifting stopped 
or the paddle was held for a few seconds which was nice feature.  
Setting the transmission in manual mode keeps the paddles active full 
time but there were very few times that would have been desirable. 
The C-7 has a 5 driving mode selector switch on the console that 
changes the characteristics of various car systems that allows the 
driver to select the appropriate or desired performance to include 
suspension settings on models with magnetic shock absorbers, 
exhaust sound levels with the NPP optional dual mode system, 
automatic transmission shift points, and anti-slip and stability control 
activation.  Each has its own graphic display that is designed to provide 
the desired information and graphics.  Weather, Economy, Tour, Sport, 
and Track modes each offer different settings and features.  Although I 
thought I would being using Tour mode mostly, I found the Sport mode 
graphics and sound level more desirable with additional operating 
information available and a nice exhaust sound.  Contrary to reports 
that only the Econ mode would enable the Active Fuel Management 
system that changes 8 cylinder operation to 4 and back automatically 
depending upon engine load and demand thereby providing maximum 
fuel efficiency and gas mileage, it worked in all modes to my delight.  
Combined with the 8 speed transmission I was able to average 29.7 
MPG for the entire trip and 34.1 MPG for 475 interstate miles between 
fill-ups!  The only way you know when the engine is in 4 cylinder 

operation is to select the fuel management sub-display on any mode.  
It can become almost a game to see how long you can be in the 4 
cylinder mode.
Another new feature for 2015 is the Performance Data Recorder 
(PDR) that has been incorporated with the standard GPS system and 
is not optional if you want the navigation system.  PDR uses a forward 
facing mini-video camera mounted in front of the rear view mirror 
that records a wide angle view of what is ahead while simultaneously 
recording the speed, RPM, gear, lateral G forces, and time intervals, 
if set.  The display screen on the console will not show the video until 
the car has stopped.  The data is recorded on a SD card that can 
also be removed and displayed on a computer or other media device 
for training analysis or entertainment. The performance data can 
be eliminated while recording making it a nice “GoPro” type touring 
camcorder which is how I used it traveling through gorgeous scenery 
and spectacular canyons.  I have yet to review all of the 3+ hours on 
the card and will learn how to edit it into a more manageable video 
presentation. The GPS system is good but lacks a complete data base 
for “Points of Interest” such as hotels and restaurants.  Hopefully there 
will be software updates to improve it.
I liked the Heads Up Display (HUD) feature standard on the 2LT 
package for monitoring speed primarily without looking at the dash.  
It can also display RPM and G force if desired. Navigation turning 
instruction graphics can also be displayed.
The “Infotainment” system is robust with all the latest sound and 
communications systems fully integrated.  XM Radio, MP3, AUX, and 
Bluetooth inputs integrate with the normal radio and excellent sound 
system that are all controlled on the console screen.  On Star service 
is standard and offers several optional features with subscriptions for 
emergency support, directions and “concierge” support, Wi-Fi hotspot 
(new this year), and hands free telephone.  I didn’t feel the need for 
any of the services during our trip and didn’t study the manual much.
Although the luggage capacity for the coupe is larger than the 
convertible it was noticeably less than the C-5.  However, with careful 
planning and soft-side luggage of various sizes, we had all we needed 
for 2 weeks travel for two.  Of course, it does limit the size of souvenirs 
and treasures to be purchased along the way…not a bad thing really!
Needless to say, we love the new Corvette and found nothing 
objectionable or wrong with the car (except one instance of a loss 
of both displays which the dealer thinks a software reload may 
prevent future occurrences).  Jim Ellis Chevrolet and their people 
have been a pleasure to deal with through the ordering, delivery, and 
service process.  The “road test” proved to be a most memorable and 
enjoyable experience for Carolyn and me that make us want to plan 
another one sometime soon! 

9



October & November 
Birthdays

 Bill Riley ........................... Oct 6
 Frank Boduch ................... Oct 15
 Doug McSwain ................. Oct 24
 Chris Murphy .................... Oct 24
 Tom Wright ....................... Oct 24
 Michael Greer .................. Oct 24
 Trent Brown ...................... Oct 27
 Lisa DeKalb ...................... Oct 30
 Pat Zrolka ........................ Nov 7
 Jack Filippone .................. Nov 11
 Marci Hill .......................... Nov 14
 Jim Hutchinson ................. Nov 18
 Charlotte Davis ................ Nov 19
 Kent Valentino ................. Nov 20
 Ann Clark ......................... Nov 23
 Yvonne Key ...................... Nov 26
FCOA Members
 Parker Murphy .....................Oct 18
 Charles Clark ........................Oct 18
 Grayson Delp .......................Nov 9
 Brianna Barros .....................Nov 11

HAPPY BIRTHDAY Y’ALL!!

Corvette Restoration
Muscle Car Restoration

• 30 Years Experience •

• Frame on and off restorations
• Fiberglass repair
• Custom body work
• Paint-Base coat, Clear coat, Lacquer,
   Poly Urethane and Gel coat
• Engine rebuild
• Race prepared engines

• Transmissions
• Rear Ends
• Brakes and rotors
• Electical harness
• Re-chrome
• Upholstery installation
• Complete details

~~ NCRS Top Flight Bloomington Gold Specialists ~~

North GA Corvette & Marine
340 Ranchette Road • Alpharetta, GA 30004

770 475-2277 or 770 298-9946

ASK FOR CHRIS OR JIM

SERVICES INCLUDE:

15% off for Corvette Atlanta members
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October & November 
Anniversaries

 Dan & Carolyn Nugent (51) ................Oct 5
 Don & Judy Hill (14) ............................Oct 7
 David (& Angela) McCreery ................Oct 7
 Bob (& Cindy) Mossey (31) ..................Oct 15
 Bob & Lynda Matt (49) ........................Oct 25

CONGRATuLATION!!

NOTE: If you’ve not supplied your 
anniversary date to the editor, please do so 

we can recognize your achievement!!

Web Sites:
Corvette Atlanta – www.corvetteatlanta.org
               - www.facebook.com/groups/CorvetteAtlanta/
     NCCC – www.corvettesnccc.org
          Southeast Region NCCC – www.ncccsouth.com
               NCM – www.corvettemuseum.com



CHEVROLET

Proud Sponsor Of Corvette Atlanta
2014

Family Owned and Operated Since 1971!

C7’s in stock and arriving daily and a good 
selection of pre-owned, certified Corvettes.    
Special pricing for club members (with 
membership card) on Corvettes, parts, 
accessories, and service.

Home of Georgia’s renowned 
Corvette Sales Specialist, Reggie 
Stagmaier   
A Chevrolet Certified Corvette 
Service Dealer

Jim Ellis Chevrolet 5900 Peachtree Industrial Blvd. Chamblee, GA 30341

770.457.8211 www.jimellischevrolet.com

#2 in Corvette Sales in GA (2013)
#8 in the SE, and top 20 nationally


