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President’s Notes
Dave Brownell
While there are neither people nor things that are beloved by 
every American, there are some that are just loved by almost all.  
I cannot think of anyone who has a bad word to say about Pope 
Francis, Kate Smith or Ed Clark.  Nor can I find anyone who dislikes 
fresh French bread, puppies or kittens, and, of course, Corvettes.  
There may be a few out there with Thunderbirds and some leftover 
feelings, but probably not many.  We all have our favorite cars, 
foods and people we like to be with.  But, as Americans, we also 
tolerate the choices of others.  No one would advocate having 
Cream of Wheat as our national dish.
But we like and choose to do different things and that includes 
our Corvettes.  Some like them fast and loud.  Others like a good 
mechanical challenge to rise victoriously over.  Many of us like to 
look at a sleek, very clean car in the driveway.  Most like the thrill 
of discovering a new road that has more than a few surprises in 
store.  All of these Corvette desires are well within the satisfying 
of Corvette Atlanta members.  While no one is suggesting that we 
change to a club motto the likes of: “We may like to eat but we love 
our Corvettes”, such is not without some truth for most of us.
This brings me to my point this month:  let us know what you like 
to do that involves a Corvette.  Tell another member or two, but 
for heaven’s sake, tell someone on the Corvette Atlanta board.  I 
belong to two other car clubs and it is fair to say that all three clubs 
have vastly different interests and activities to satisfy the members.  
Dare I say that if your passion can be somehow combined with 
food, you’ll get more support.  If there’s something we can do, as a 
club, to scratch that Corvette itch of yours, let us know.
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Consistently ranked among the top National Council of Corvette 
Clubs (NCCC) affiliated clubs, we are active in a variety of 
Corvette enthusiast endeavors – such as club social activities, 
road rallyes, car shows, displays & amateur competitive solo 
driving – we try to have a good time in everything we do!
If you think owning & driving a Corvette is something special 
& you like being around others who feel the same way, please 
consider joining our club.
Club meetings are held the 1st Tuesday of each month. For 
more information about Corvette Atlanta, please contact the 
VP-Membership or any other officer listed above.

Membership Report
Larry Vaitkus, VP-Membership

Corvette Atlanta has not added any new members so we are 
holding at 94 members. 
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2014 CA Points Standing
Don Parks, VP-Competition
Club points have been tabulated through the June Saturday 
Night Out from the 21 functions.  
• The BEST attended events so far:
     - 48 members (55%) - Awards Banquet
     - 40 members (45%) - Jim Ellis Car Show
     - 37 members (42%) - Super Bowl Party
     - 36 members (38%) - May meeting
     - 26 members (28%) - Saturday Night Out - April
• 74 members (79%) have attended at least one function so far
• 10 members (11%) have perfect meeting attendance 
• The top 5 positions include:
      #1 - 83 points - Steph Strauss 
      #2 - 78 points - Jack Filippone
      #3 - 62 points - Lisa DeKalb 
      #4 - 58 points - Tom Wright
      #5 - 55 points - Mike Heaphy, Frank Merrifield



Competition Report  
Don Parks, VP-Competition

Past Competition Events:
May 17-18 in Grissom AFB, IN (14 Low Speed Autocrosses) - Find 
an old, out of use airport and throw around numerous orange pylons 
and proceed to have all the fun you can stand while driving your 
Corvette...as fast as the course will allow!! That would be Grissom 
AFB!! There were 46 competitors from five Regions that enjoyed all 
the FUN!!
May 24-26 in Knoxville, TN (21 Low Speed Autocrosses) - The 
Southeast Region fund raising events were successful with 
participants from Southeast, Carolina, Michigan, and East Regions. 
The club was represented by Jack Filippone & Stephanie Strauss 
as workers and Betty & I as entrants. The events were good, the 
weather was great and the after event gathering at Double Dogs 
was fantastic. On Sunday evening, there was a SER Governors 
meeting followed by a banquet at Outback and presentation of the 
2013 Regional awards.
May 31-June 1 at Putnam Park, IN (7 High/7 Low Speed Autos) - Mt. 
Meridian (Cloverdale area south of Indy) is the site. Since several 
of the 10 turns (1.8 mile road course) are similar to Roebling Road 
Raceway - we really enjoy going there...and having fun at a nice 
clean facility! There were 42 HS and 31 LS competitors - from 6 
NCCC Regions. The Saturday night BBQ dinner and tail gate party 
was fantastic! Sorry you missed it!!
June 7-8 in Indianapolis, IN (14 Low Speed Autocrosses) - The 
autocross site was a big college parking lot (Lincoln College of 
Technology). The course was fun - except I had a difficult time 
keeping it in my head...finally figured it out though!
  
Upcoming Competition Events:

Southeast Region: The next regional events will be July 4 - 6 in 
Knoxville, TN (21 Low Speed Autocrosses). The flyer is posted on 
the NCCC-South website. Other events that have been sanctioned 
so far are: 

   Nov. 1 - 2  • 14 Low Speed Autocrosses - Huntsville, AL
   Nov. 28 - 29  • 10 High Speed Autocrosses - Roebling Road
                     Raceway (Corvette Atlanta’s events with Florida)
 Dec. 6 -7  • 14 Low Speed Autocrosses - Huntsville, AL

Remember - participating in the Southeast Region events helps the 
club earn points towards the National competition as well as you 
earn points towards the Club’s points standings. 

National: Events in the South (other than in the Southeast Region): 
include the following: 

 June 21  • 6 Low Speed Autocrosses - St. Augustine, FL
 June 28-29  • 14 Low Speed Autocrosses - Greenville, SC
 July 19   • 6 Low Speed Autocrosses - St. Augustine, FL
 Aug 25-29  • NCCC National Convention - Savannah, GA

Consult the NCCC website for the complete list of National events.

Editorial Reflections
Betty Parks, Editor

Activities Report
David Morgan, VP-Activities
Once more the Corvette Atlanta activities calendar shows a wide 
variety of activities for members to choose.  We attend the monthly 
local car shows such as Tucker Days, we eat out together, some 
choose to travel to exotic locations to compete for speed(and beer). 
The Morgan’s will be hosting their annual Lake Oconee All Day 
picnic and swim meet, the last weekend in July.  Study this list and 
plan to attend as many events as you can fit into your busy life.
July 1 - Regular meeting at O’Charley’s on Northlake Parkway, 
Tucker, GA. 
July 5 - Monthly car show at Galaxy Dinner off Chamblee Tucker 
Rd, Tucker,GA
July 6 - Caffine & Octaine early morning car show.
July 12 - Tucker Days Car Show in downtown Tucker, Hrs 5-8 
pm.  There will be a Saturday  Night out dinner at Hush Puppies at 
7:00 PM.  Hush Puppies is located in the old Sangeria’s location. 
PLEASE:  let Nancy Morgan know if you plan to attend.
July 26 - Morgan’s Lake Party- 1081 Meadow Lane, Greensboro, 
GA 30642.  This is an all day affair.  The club furnishes Bar-B-Que 
and all the paper items, etc necessary for eating. Club members 
bring a dish to share.  Let Nancy Morgan know if you are coming 
and what you will share.
Events are routine for early August, see above.
Aug 16 - Saturday Night Dinning Out event is at Swallow-at-the-
Hollow, the Bar-B-Que place across from Greenwoods, in Roswell.  
Reservations required!!
Aug 25-29 - NCCC Convention in Savannah,GA.  Betty Parks has 
all the info.
Sept 9 - Picnic at Stone Mtn Park in place of regular meeting on 
Sept 1.  Do Not go to O’Charley’s on Sept 1, or you will be by 
yourself.  Picnic details to follow later. 
This report will get you through the summer months.
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Activities - Saturday Night Out
Nancy Morgan

The upcoming “Saturday Night Out” activities are below:
•  July 12 -  Hush Puppies Seafood Grill - 7pm
       4369 Hugh Howell Rd., Tucker • 770-493-1465
•  Aug 16 - Swallow at the Hollow - 5:30pm
       1072 Green St., Roswell • 678-352-1975

DON’T FORGET
~~

AUGUST 25-29

MAY BE THE NEXT 
TO THE LAST NCCC 

CONVENTION!!!
In response to last month’s President’s Notes and my Editorial -- 
I’m more than pleased to say it was NOT a struggle for articles and 
photos in this issue. You’ll note that I had to add 2 more pages in 
the newsletter. I even pulled an article that I had planned to run! 
Thanks goes to everyone who contributed to fill this edition!! My 
only difficulty was formatting to fit everything into the space -- but 
I’m up to that challenge anythime!! Hate to say but it actually takes 
over a week to format each newsletter. With that in mind - please 
remember to submit your articles and photos to me by mid-month. 



	
Calendar of Events
June 2014
   3 CA General Meeting - O’Charley’s Restaurant, Tucker*
   7 Galaxy Diner Cruise,  Chamblee
  7-8 14 Low Speed Autocrosses, Greenville, SC
   8 Caffeine & Octane Gathering, Alpharetta
   8 Road Runner Cruise-In, Roswell
  14 Saturday Night Out . . . -  Greenwood’s, Roswell*
  14 Tucker Cruise-In, Tucker
  17 CA Board Meeting - Amy Parker’s home, Decatur
 21-23 Road Trip to National Corvette Museum*
  21 6 Low Speed Autocrosses, St. Augustine, FL
 28-29 14 Low Speed Autocrosses, Greenville, SC
July 2014
   1 CA General Meeting - O’Charley’s Restaurant, Tucker*
  4-6 21 Low Speed Autocrosses, Knoxville, TN
   5 Galaxy Diner Cruise,  Chamblee
   6 Caffeine & Octane Gathering, Alpharetta
   6 Road Runner Cruise-In, Roswell
  12 Tucker Cruise-In, Tucker
  12 Saturday Night Out . . . - Hushpuppies, Tucker*
  15 CA Board Meeting - Amy Parker’s home, Decatur
  19 6 Low Speed Autocrosses, St. Augustine, FL
  26 Morgan’s Lake Party, Lake Oconee
August 2014
   2 Galaxy Diner Cruise,  Chamblee
   3 Caffeine & Octane Gathering, Alpharetta
   3 Road Runner Cruise-In, Roswell
   5 CA General Meeting - O’Charley’s Restaurant, Tucker*
   9 Tucker Cruise-In, Tucker  
  16 Saturday Night Out . . . -  Swallow at the Hollow, Roswell*
  19 CA Board Meeting - Amy Parker’s home, Decatur
22-24 Corvettes at Carlisle, Carlisle, PA
25-29 NCCC National Convention - Savannah, GA*

* denotes events that are sanctioned for Club points
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June C&O Show    Ed Clark
Dave Brownell and I have written about the two, 1st Sunday of the 
month, car shows competing for your attention and participation.  I 
decided to go to the Caffeine and Octane event this month but took 
the lazy persons approach this time.  I left the house at about  8:45 
am instead of the usual  6:00 am time as I was not concerned with 
getting a “good” parking spot.  As the C&O entrance was blocked 
and the adjacent restaurant parking area looked full, I went to the 
Home Depot lot next in line to find it was loaded with spectator 
cars as well. It seems that the threat of rain wasn’t keeping many 
people or cars away.
I saw most of the usual Corvette Atlanta members there, Larry 
Vaitkus, Tony Williams, Dan Nugent and Joel Canada with their 
cars. An unusually large number of C 1, 2 and 3 model Corvettes 
were scattered around the grounds as was a growing number of 
C7s. I had 18 month old “Future Corvette Owner” Charlie Clark 
and his parents with me and as a result got to see lots of wheels, 
tires and suspension systems which are down at his level and 
often overlooked otherwise.  I also came to realize with Charlie’s 
help that there were lots of “puddles” around the parking lot from 
the previous night’s rain and all were investigated for depth and 
splashability.  Larry Vaitkus was very kind to let Charlie put the 
resulting wet finger prints all over his new silver C6 with special 
attention paid to the front emblem –I think the kid is a car guy 
already!
This month’s car of interest was a 1917 Stephens which looked 
like it had a recent restoration and was drawing a nice crowd.  The 
owner cranked it up for the spectators using the hand crank carried 
under the front seat and it ran very smoothly.  I had the chance 
to sit in a new Jaguar F-Type coupe and a new C7 coupe for the 
first time and was quite impressed by the quality of both.  I also 
continue to be impressed with how much car you get in a Corvette 
when you look at the cost of it verses the Jaguar.
Go to a car show somewhere and take along a young person and 
see things from a different perspective and have a good time doing 
so.  We need to have more boy and girl “car guys” and starting 
when they are young might help.



Construction of the Motor Sports Park is progressing quite well and the full track layout has been graded with elevation 
changes in place and run off areas prepared.  The first layer of pavement is now complete and all this can be seen 
in aerial photographs on the NCM web sites. It appears that the construction will be substantially completed by the

dedication date of August 28, 2014.  The first High Performance Driving Events will take place at the Park in September, 2014.  The first 
is on September 26-27 and the second on the 28-29th.  Information is available about these events on the NCM web site.
The eight cars removed from the Skydome sinkhole are now on display in the special display area through August.  The cars are in the 
condition they were in when removed and allow Museum visitors to see their damage up close.  The infamous sinkhole itself is now 
available for viewing every day by visitors and will continue to be available through August when construction of the repairs will begin.  
Our club members will be able to see all of this on our visit later in June and should have plenty of pictures and stories to share when 
we return.
An annual event the Museum arranges is one of the Museum-in-Motion activities known as “1-Lap of Kentucky”  which occurs this year 
in October.  This has proven to be a poplar event and a third tour is being added this year.  The tours occur over several days and visit 
a number of significant locations around the state. Each tour contains up to 25 cars and is led by a Kentucky State Policeman in a red 
Corvette with full police markings.  A fall drive through Kentucky visiting several sights could be a good outing for you.

NCM Report                Ed Clark, NCM Ambassador    
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Coming Out to Play?           Dave Brownell
As I was growing up in the Fifties, I was not a fat kid.  Not because of any super diet but possibly because my parents neglected to tell me the truth.  

Our family wasn’t poor, but they did watch every penny.  Even to the point of having a “limited telephone service” that restricted us to fifty or so calls 
a month before increased rates would take effect.  I also suspect that many of my other friends had the same deal at their homes.  But, somehow 
I did not find out that the call restrictions were eliminated at the end of the Korean conflict until sometime in the early 1960s.  As a result, it would 
take almost an emergency for any of my friends to make a phone call.  Instead, we would walk to their house and stand out front and yell something 
to the effect of “Oh, Danny….. Oh, Eddie” and wait for the subject to come to the door or window.  Sometimes it would be an annoyed parent or 
sibling who’d tell us to go away, or why the kid could not come out.  Aimless phone calling would have to wait until much later in my teens because 
walking six or seven city blocks meant you really had something to communicate if you were to go to that much effort.

Partly because most of the parents in our neighborhood actually could see the kids their child was associating with also added another dimension 
to our own version of Family to Family.  Tommy Alvis was one of the kids across the street from where I lived.  Tommy’s father worked at the St. 
Louis Chevrolet plant.  But it would be a few years before I found out what he did and where he did it.  Mr. Alvis worked at the Corvette plant, one 
of the three Chevy plants in a large St. Louis GM/Fisher Body complex.  He was the guy who installed the speaker and radio in Corvettes.  As I 
was later told, he was the “only guy” who did this at Corvette, from the beginning of 1954 production until a second shift was started with the new 
popular 1963 Sting Rays (then another guy did it on his schedule).  Mr. Alvis never took a sick day or time off, he said, because he wanted to look 
at any Corvette made during 1954-1962 and be sure that his hands put in the radio, if it had one.

Mr. Alvis was also responsible for getting us a special tour of all three plants for our Cub Scout troop in early 1955.  It was a thrill for Tommy (and 
me) to see his father working as a bunch of ten year old Cub Scouts toured the dusty Corvette plant.  I distinctly remember Mr. Alvis pointing to 
Tommy and telling a co-worker “That’s my kid.”  A bit later, I clearly remember being in the car assembly plant watching the new glistening 55s 
being lowered onto their chassis.  A few years later, the Alvis’ family moved, but that cold night of the tour still sticks large in my memory.  It gets 
reinforced every time I look into any Corvette of that era and see a factory radio.  Knowing the guy who probably put it there first gives me a special 
feeling.  What’s the likelihood of a kid, today, Tweeting, Texting  or Facebooking a similar situation?  Nope, the only exercise expended might 
consist of typing fingers and the occasional head pulling up from a tablet or smartphone.  Back then, I think, we had it better, even if our parents 
didn’t always tell us the whole truth.  Parents and kids saw and interacted with each other much more than today.  Telephones, smart or primitive, 
did not get in the way.

So, at the Corvette Atlanta meeting, we’ll turn back time a bit and ask you Corvette drivers, “Can you come out to play?”  Take us up on the offer 
of a road trip or tour and you and your car might have a very good time.  Mr. Alvis would be proud of you, too.
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A Day at the Mall           Submitted by Dan Nugent
I don’t spend much time at shopping malls but find them interesting to browse the variety of stores 
and architecture that makes each one unique.  They are also great places for “people watching”.  
Sometimes you will find new cars on display by local dealers but who would expect a 55 year old 
Corvette to be on display at a premier shopping center?  
Our sponsor Mark Frost at Jim Ellis Chevrolet was asked to find a 1959 Corvette to be displayed at 
a Grand Re-Opening of Lenox Square Mall in Buckhead since it was originally opened in August 
1959.  It was a sensational open air shopping mall back then that set a new standard for retailing 
in Georgia. Since then it has gone through many expansions, upgrades, and remodeling over the 
years. With the massive $70,000,000 remodeling just completed, the owner (Simon Company) 
wanted to invite VIPs from the local business community, government officials, vendors, retailers, 
contractors, etc., to a lavish celebration and ribbon cutting event on June 12.
I agreed to bring my 1959 Corvette to be positioned directly in front of the inside mall entrance 
to anchor store Neiman-Marcus and expected that I could bring it in mid-afternoon for the 6 PM 
event.  The details for how this would be done did not become clear until a couple of days before 
when the mall authorities stated it must be moved into place before or after the mall open hours 
for safety reasons.  I decided not to leave it overnight the day before so that meant driving down 
Rt. 400 early Thursday morning to arrive at 7:30 AM.  I was met by my mall contact John Thursby 
who arranged for security and maintenance personnel to open obscure entrances and paths into 
the central mall area.  I was guided slowly through narrow walkways and around obstacles until 
I reached the appointed position.  I soon attracted a crowd of onlookers from the mall staff that 
wanted to look at the Corvette and talk about it.  
That was the beginning of a full day of curious and interested store employees, shoppers, and 
“mall dwellers” who wanted to take photos with their phones, ask questions, and gaze at the 
Corvette. I had planned to spend the day in order to eliminate extra travel and to keep an eye 
on the car so that it would not be vulnerable to scratches, spilled coffee or ice cream, or small 
children’s mischief.  Carolyn joined me late afternoon and we watched the caterer and his large 
crew setup for the festivities.  Exhibits of the Lenox Square Mall through the decades along with 
ice sculptures were placed in the center of the mall wing with the high end shops.  A large open 
bar was set-up close to the Corvette.  How convenient!!
The 200 + invited guests began to arrive before 6 PM and gravitated towards me and the bar 
making the Corvette the center of attention.  It seemed like there were more women taking pictures 
than men and wanting to have their photo taken up close. We were happy to accommodate them 
by taking down the stanchion ropes.  Everyone was very enthusiastic and complementary about 
the car and interested to hear about our 50 year history with the Corvette.  The food stations 
offered elegant choices with the sushi table having the longest line.  Mall officials made quick 
presentations and cut the ceremonial ribbon.  From then on it was “party-on” until the bar closed 
at 8 PM.  By 9 PM the mall had closed and was clear for me to drive out the same way I entered.  
It had been a long but very enjoyable day at the mall.  Classic Corvettes really do attract fans of 
all ages, sizes, and economic class.  I doubt a Ferrari or Lamborghini would have attracted any 
more attention!

Lenox Square Mall
Celebrating Grand Re-Opening

~ Opened in August 1959 ~
(See Page 9 for more information 

on the year of 1959...)



Where’d the money go?                       Dave Brownell • Photo Ed Clark

On this past D-Day (2014) commemoration, I went with the Nugents, 
Ed Clark and Mark Frost to deliver the $4000 check to the folks at 
Atlanta’s Shepherd Spinal Center.  Same gratified reception from 
these folks as last year, but what’s new since then?  I asked that 
question in spite of the fact that I knew that our money was dedicated to 
assist patients who were returning home with the necessary supplies 
and equipment they will need, once back in their homes.  Insurance 
generally “stops at the front door” and with all that many of these folks 
have gone through with their spinal and traumatic brain injuries, home 
is usually the place that they want to be most of all.
This visit included a lunchtime discussion of some of the new programs 
and advances that have been made since our last visit.  One of the 
new advancements was in the science of evaluating the needs and 
abilities of a patient so that proper accommodations can be made 
to make them able to drive themselves.  Shepherd’s been doing this 
for three decades, but it’s now more refined.  We also found out how 
expensive a process this can be.  Most vans, properly equipped, can 
easily exceed the cost of a new Corvette!  Vehicle weight, ground 
clearance and complex adaptive controls really add to the sticker 
shock.  Up North, where salt is used liberally on winter roads, these 
specialty vans with cut-up flooring and unique electrical wiring and 
plumbing structurally don’t last nearly as long as the vehicles that 
they were made from.  They are lucky to last five years before they 
start failing State safety re-certifications.  Yet another cost we often 
overlook.  Our club money doesn’t go for outfitting, training or any other 
driver-needed purposes….just the stuff that is needed in the home.  
But Shepherd is one of the nation’s foremost experts in getting injured 

people back on the road and insuring that it is done safely.  One of the 
Corvette-relevant  stories we heard is of a severely crash-injured driver 
was again able to drive a specially equipped C-6 Corvette at over a 
hundred miles an hour at the Indianapolis Speedway.  Thousands of 
his fans cheered him on this past year.
Other developments include advance “ExoSkeleton” devices that can 
be strapped on to enable a paraplegic person to walk almost normally.  
The really new versions are light and compact enough to fit as Hand 
Luggage in an overhead compartment.  Someday soon, a previously 
incapacitated person may use their Exo-legs to walk onto a jet, take 
off the outer shell, pack it into a small bag with the electronic brain, 
store it overhead, and then put it back on when it’s time to leave the 
airliner.  Wow!  How much this will cost is something I did not get 
around to, but I was told that micro circuitry is making advances every 
year in making these things more affordable.
I suppose that it won’t be unthinkable that in the near future, you may 
see a nice Corvette parked in the Handicapped Access parking space 
and it will be legitimate!  Then the driver will walk up, un-do the external 
Exo-carbon fiber braces on their legs, slide behind the newly-adapted 
controls and speed off with a smile showing on everyone’s faces.  
There’s no telling how soon this will be done, but when it happens, just 
imagine that some of that Corvette Atlanta Car Show money raised at 
Jim Ellis Chevrolet might have something to do with the driver being 
able to live a better life in their own home while their new Gizmos are 
being developed with other money.  That’s enough for me to consider 
our portion well spent.

In the photo - L to R:  Scott Sikes, Foundation Director - 
Shepherd;  John Anschutz, Manager, Assistant Technology 

Center-Shepherd; Dave Brownell, President-Corvette Atlanta; 
Mark Frost, VP of Operations - GM Brands, Jim Ellis Automotive

The Corvette C7-Rs have competed in four races so far in the 
inaugural season of the TUDOR United SportsCar Championship 
leading up to the June break for the Le Mans race.  As might have 
been expected, the new C7-R cars were not quite as reliable as 
hoped for in the first two races in Daytona and Sebring but did 
much better in the races at Long Beach and Mazda Raceway.  
Car #3 with Jan Magnussen and Antonio Garcia sharing driving 
won both of these races and car #4 with Oliver Gavin and Tommy 
Milner driving came in 3rd and 5th..
In the driver’s championship standings, Garcia and Magnussen 
are in second place with a total of 118 points, only five points out of 
first. Milner and Gavin are tied for 3rd place with 111 points. With 
quite a few races to go still this year, they have made up much 
of the initial lost ground in points and are now in solid contention 
for the championship. These races have all been hard fought and 
have had numerous lead changes so it is still going to take lots of 
skill, excellent reliability and a lack of wrecks to win.
The Le Mans preparation seems to be going well with both C7-Rs 
in the testing done at that circuit in the last two weeks.  They were 
not the fastest cars in GTE Pro but were within 2 seconds of the 
fastest cars in the class with time to do some adjusting before the 
June 14-15 race.  It appears that Fox is going to broadcast the 
entire race but on three different TV channels that rotate every 
few hours.  If you have all those channels available, you will 
need to keep the remote handy.  An alternative to view it will be 
through the internet at a site called 24h-lemans.com which started 
broadcasting June 1 with information from the Le Mans area. 

C7-R Racing Update
Submitted by Ed Clark
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June Saturday Night Out . . . - Greenwood’s
Submitted by Betty Parks & Participants • Photos by Lisa DeKalb & Amy Parker

The June Saturday Night Out dinner was at Greenwood’s 
Restaurant. The restaurant was opened in 1986 and has 
become known for its “Farm to Table” ethic. We were glad 
to be in town to attend the dinner since Greenwood’s is 
literally in our back yard - 1.1 miles from home. Since 
parking is somewhat limited there, I convinced Donnie to 
walk with me to the restaurant. Against his better judgment 
- he agreed as long as I didn’t walk at marathon speed...
which he did have to remind me to slow day several times. 
After 2,441 steps (and less than 20 minutes), we arrived 
without any major issues. 
The group started gathering and we were ushered into 
a dining room that would accomodate our crowd of 26. 
Drinks were ordered as we waited for the rest of the group 
-- then we turned our attention to catching up with our 
fellow Corvetters. The noise level in the room increased as 
the crowd grew. Once everyone arrived, food was ordered 
-- and then it was back to chattering again until the food 
came. At that point, there was a silence over the room as 
we filled our mouths with delicious food!!
Since it seemed that no one had been at a loss of words 
during the evening - after dinner, I challenged everyone 
to write a statement about their dining experience for the 
newsletter. Below are the comments that were submitted:
• It’s hard to believe that we have lived in Roswell for almost 
30 years -- and have never eaten at Greenwoods...what a 
HUGE mistake!! The food was outstanding - only problem 
was we ate too much and had no room for dessert -- glad 
we walked there so we could walk off the excess by the 
time we got home. ~ Donnie & Betty
• The grouper and veggies were great.  Great opportunity 
to get to know and chat with other members in spite of the 
noisy dining room. Let’s go back!!! ~ Joel & Susan
• Had a fantastic time at Greenwoods, the atmosphere is 
great there, the food is good, and as always the members 
of Corvette Atlanta make the best dinner companions. ~ 
Larry
• Another fun fabulous meal.  Thanks to Nancy for organizing 
the great get together.  I really enjoy the opportunity to get 
to know our club members a little more each month. ~ Lisa
• If you have not been to Greenwoods, be sure to get twelve 
forks with your dessert! The gardens are worth spending 
more than half an hour wandering around. ~ Amy 
• Had a great time talking to various people. Coming and 
going, the gardens were fabulous! The layout of the room 
we had was conducive to occasionally getting up and 
walking around, as long as you stayed out of the way of the 
servers. I had the grouper in a lemon butter tarragon sauce 
- it was delicious! Amy had the crab cakes, which were OK 
but not good enough to write home about. Lesson learned, 
though, was always ask about the price of the special! 
We were shocked at the size of our bill, but it was correct 
based on the prices of the specials. Next time I think I’ll try 
a heap of chicken in plum sauce instead. Anyway, thanks 
to Nancy Morgan for organizing! ~ Mike H

 (continued on page 8)



Greenwood’s  
(continued from page 7)

...Until we come back in August...across the street...

• Last Saturday night was another successful food event with my Corvette Atlanta friends, 
24 of my friends, to be exact.  We had such positive reviews from the club’s first trip to 
Greenwoods that Nancy planned another one.  The wait was longer, as Saturday night 
out is popular, but the food was well worth the wait.  Nancy and I shared delicious fried 
green tomatoes as an appetizer, which we didn’t need, but WANTED!  My entrée was 
the grouper fish, in a lemon butter sauce.  It was as good as I have ever had. Although 
quite full, I could not resist sharing Nancy’s huge piece of cherry pie.  We left Fat, Full 
and Happy! ~ David M
• LOTS of food • Lots of fellowship • Lots of fun!
Looking forward to our next dining experience! ~ Jim & Marci Hill
• The dinner at Greenwoods was great!  The food was delicious and the conversations 
lively.  It was fun to have so many Corvette folks in one room.  We loved the restaurant 
and the garden out front was delightful.  All in all a lovely evening. ~ Pat and Bob Z

Had to be there to understand 
this photo!!

Hemmings is sponsoring a Maine to Florida Rally.  
(See www.greatrace.com for details of the rally.)
The attached two pics are at the start of the Rally in 
Ogunquit, Maine.  My brother estimates 100 cars started 
the event.  He met and chatted with Wayne Carini of 
Chasing Classic Car TV show.

The Great Race           Submitted by Joel Forman
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Corvette Service Experience at Jim Ellis Chevrolet
Submitted by David Morgan

Have you ever been stuck in your car with no way to get out? I have 
a friend who….no…it was actually me, who got stuck in my car.  
About a month ago I got into my car to go to work.  When I pushed 
the start button, the car would not start.  After pushing the button 
several times, I gave up and pushed the button to open the door.  
To my surprise the door would not open.  I started to panic.  Luckily 
I had my cell phone and called my wife to come out to the garage.  
She couldn’t believe what she saw.  
I have had a problem with the car not starting before and figured out 
that if I disconnect one of the battery cables, then re-connected the 
terminal, it started just fine.  It was kind of like rebooting a computer.  
I was able to pop the hood from inside and told my wife to disconnect 
the battery cable.  I had a ratchet wrench with the correct size just 
for this.  As my wife looked around for this wrench….I held it up from 
inside the car as I carried it with me in case the car wouldn’t start.  
There was no way to get it to her without rolling down the window. 
I remembered that there was a door latch inside of the hatch in the 
back of the car, so I crawled back there, found the latch and pulled 

on it.  The door did not open.  Next I decided to call the Jim Ellis 
service department to see if they could help.  As luck would have 
it…they were not yet open.  I called back in ten minutes and finally 
somebody answered.  I told my story to the Service Advisor and he 
put me on hold while he went back to talk to a mechanic.  When he 
came back he told me there was a latch on the floor of the passenger 
side.  I crawled over there, found the latch and sure enough…the 
door opened.  When I got out of the car I realized the lever I had 
pulled earlier had opened the gas tank lid.  There was a lever back 
there for the door as well…I had just pulled the wrong one. 
As time passed I realized there was also a lever on the floor of the 
driver’s side that would also open the door.  Also, I could have just 
removed the roof panel and crawled out.  As it turned out, there 
were three ways to escape the car.  
This story shows what can happen when people panic and don’t 
think clearly.  It is also a good life story.  When bad things happen…
don’t panic.  Think about all your options and try to think with a clear 
head.

Have You Ever Been Stuck in Your Car?                   Bob Warren

EDITOR’S COMMENT: Bob relayed his story at Greenwood’s and I asked him to write it up for the newsletter. Not only is it 
amusing but is an interesting experience of ‘what should you do’! 

Excellent service on a Corvette at Jim Ellis Chevy is what Corvette Atlanta has come to expect.  Excellent service is exactly what Nancy 
and I received from our faithful service rep, Vladimir Kochubey and the current Corvette Tech, Charlie Tabone.   Let me explain:
Our 2006 has had a check engine light glowing for at least 2 months, but didn’t seem to hurt the performance a bit. So, we ignored it!!!!  
That is, until I got my birthday notice from the State which reminded me - one cannot pass inspection with the Check Engine light glowing 
brightly.  So, I took the Vette by Jim Ellis for a code check test last week.  Vladimir said the EVAT system was showing leaks of vapor and 
he wasn’t sure what all would be needed to fix the problem.  So, we left the car on Wednesday evening, hoping they could get it fixed by 
at least Friday PM.
Thursday, about 0900 hrs, Vladimir calls to said the new Corvette Tech, Charlie Tabone had already diagnosed the problem as fuel vapor 
escaping from lines that ran under the after market supercharger on our car.  When I express surprise at how quick Charlie had made his 
diagnosis, Vladimir told me that Charlie gets in to work at 0700 hrs.  Keep that in mind for future needs!
By noon, Vladimir called to say the car was ready!   Wow, was I surprised and pleased.  Charlie adjusted the path of the fuel lines to relieve 
stress from supercharger, and all I paid was $245 for labor and taxes.  I am on record as saying that I received very prompt and complete 
service to my Corvette.  The problem was caused, most likely, by vibrations from the aftermarket supercharger onto the fuel rails, and was 
therefore, not a GM problem.  However, my trusty Jim Ellis Chevy dealership and my two good friends, Vladimir and Charlie Tabone solved 
my problem and the Check Engine light is no longer glowing.  I can now pay the State of GA my birthday gift.
So, my Corvette Atlanta friends, you can take your Corvette to Jim Ellis for fast and complete service.  That was my recent 
experience.

• Krushchev visits the United States
• Castro rises to power in Cuba
• NASA selects the first Mercury Astronauts
• IBM sells it’s first transistorized mainframe computer
• Etch a Sketch was invented
• Remember these prices: Gallon of gas was $0.28, 
eggs were $0.58 per dozen, a postage stamp was 
$0.04 and an ounce of gold was $35.10
• Movie of the year was Ben Hur; Record of the year 
was Mac the Knife by Bobby Darin
• TV: Candid Camera, Bandstand, Lassie, Real 
McCoy’s and Wagon Train

The Year was 1959...
• The Corvette cost $3875 It weighed 2912 lbs and 9670 Corvettes were produced
• A tachometer, outside rearview mirror, seat belts, dual exhaust and electric clock 
were among the standard features. 
• Sun visors became optional 
• A 250-hp fuel injected 1959 Corvette with the 3.70:1 rear axle could go from 0-to-
60 mph in 7.8 seconds. 
• It did the quarter mile in 15.7 seconds at 90 mph and had a top speed of 120 mph 
• A 290-hp fuel-injected Corvette with the 4.11 rear axle could go from 0-to-60 mph 
in 6.8 seconds; from 0-to-100 mph in 15.5 seconds 
• It did the quarter mile in 14.9 seconds at 96 mph and had a top speed of 124 mph. 
• Road & Track described the 1959 Corvette as “a pretty package with all the speed 
you need and then some.” 
• Some Options Included: Signal-seeking AM radio cost $149.80; 6.70 x 15 White 
sidewall tires were would be an extra $31.55; Electric power windows were $59.20



June & July Birthdays
 Bill Cowan ........................ June 4
 Tricia Dooley .................... June 5 
 Ed Clark  ........................... June 6
 Lanie Bevan-Sprock  ........ June 8
 James Hill ........................ June 9
 Mark Frost  ....................... June 13
 Orlando Blancato  ............ June 17
 Judy Hill  .......................... June 18
 Joel Canada ..................... June 22
 Dan Nugent  .................... June 24
 Druce Dooley  ................... June 25
 Jim Gowin  ....................... June 29
 Martha Murphy ................ July 6
 Hermine Pasternack ........ July 6
 David Morgan .................. July 8
 Scott Baize ........................ July 22
 Matthew Murphy .............. July 26
 Larry Vaitkus .................... July 29
 Liz Baxter ......................... July 30
 Larry Narwold .................. July 31

FCOA Members
 Brittain Hill .......................... July 20 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY Y’ALL!!

Corvette Restoration
Muscle Car Restoration

• 30 Years Experience •

• Frame on and off restorations
• Fiberglass repair
• Custom body work
• Paint-Base coat, Clear coat, Lacquer,
   Poly Urethane and Gel coat
• Engine rebuild
• Race prepared engines

• Transmissions
• Rear Ends
• Brakes and rotors
• Electical harness
• Re-chrome
• Upholstery installation
• Complete details

~~ NCRS Top Flight Bloomington Gold Specialists ~~

North GA Corvette & Marine
340 Ranchette Road • Alpharetta, GA 30004

770 475-2277 or 770 298-9946

ASK FOR CHRIS OR JIM

SERVICES INCLUDE:

15% off for Corvette Atlanta members
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June & July Anniversaries
 Jim & Mickey Hutchinson (59) .....June 8

 Joel (& Kathleen) Canada (51)  ...June 30

 Ron & Barbara Rotondi (39) ........July 5

 Jack Filippone & Steph Strauss (24) ... July 6

 Chris & Susan Gowin (13) ................... July 28

  CONGRATULATION!!

If you have not provided your info yet and want to be 
listed here, please submit your date to the editor! 

Web Sites:
Corvette Atlanta – www.corvetteatlanta.org
               - www.facebook.com/groups/CorvetteAtlanta/
     NCCC – www.corvettesnccc.org
          Southeast Region NCCC – www.ncccsouth.com
               NCM – www.corvettemuseum.com
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CHEVROLET

Proud Sponsor Of Corvette Atlanta
2014

Family Owned and Operated Since 1971!

C7’s in stock and arriving daily and a good 
selection of pre-owned, certified Corvettes.    
Special pricing for club members (with 
membership card) on Corvettes, parts, 
accessories, and service.

Home of Georgia’s renowned 
Corvette Sales Specialist, Reggie 
Stagmaier   
A Chevrolet Certified Corvette 
Service Dealer

Jim Ellis Chevrolet 5900 Peachtree Industrial Blvd. Chamblee, GA 30341

770.457.8211 www.jimellischevrolet.com

#2 in Corvette Sales in GA (2013)
#8 in the SE, and top 20 nationally


