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President’s Notes
Dave Brownell
As I write this, we’re on the verge of a predicted ice event that may 
make many of us lose electrical service and stay off of dangerous 
roads.  That makes me want to type a bit faster so I can meet 
Betty’s newsletter publishing deadline.  It also makes me thankful 
for a new and steeper driveway that says something sensible: “Do 
not take chances with your cars if you don’t need to.”  So, the two 
Corvettes at home will stay warm and dry next to the old Packard, 
while their two C4 brothers will do the same in a nicer garage in 
central Georgia.  I am looking forward to the few club members 
telling their story about how their Corvettes held up their Daily 
Driver roles during our recent bouts with wintry conditions.  My 
only personal example was five years with the 67 in Minnesota 
where I learned some practical lessons in vehicle dynamics of low 
ground clearance, too much power and too skinny tires.  

Alas, this winter too shall pass, and we’ll all look forward to driving 
on salt-free and dry roads, enjoying all the talent that Chevy put into 
our cars.  We’ve got the April Corvette Atlanta car show to prompt 
us into Spring Cleaning and Polishing our current Corvettes, while 
the tempting process begins with the new C7s parked strategically 
nearby.  Sorta like the Circle of Life in fiberglass terms.  The 
prospect of club driving events where we can enjoy our cars in 
a club fellowship is also coming up.  In any event, hope is on the 
horizon for lots of fun times with our cars and fellow club members.  
Remember that when the lights go out and you’re hunting for those 
batteries that you’re fairly sure you bought.  As for me, my biggest 
pick-me-up is going out to the cold garage and patting each of my 
special cars on the hood, thinking thoughts of the good times we 
will soon be sharing.   Once winter is over.
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Consistently ranked among the top National Council of Corvette 
Clubs (NCCC) affiliated clubs, we are active in a variety of 
Corvette enthusiast endeavors – such as club social activities, 
road rallyes, car shows, displays & amateur competitive solo 
driving – we try to have a good time in everything we do!
If you think owning & driving a Corvette is something special 
& you like being around others who feel the same way, please 
consider joining our club.
Club meetings are held the 1st Tuesday of each month. For 
more information about Corvette Atlanta, please contact the 
VP-Membership or any other officer listed above.
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Billy Brown Foundation 
Betty Parks
In a recent message on Facebook, I learned about the tragic 
death of one of the Jim Ellis employees who left a wife and 8 
children. The club embraced the campaign and supported the 
fund raising. We received the following thanks:
“On behalf of the Billy Brown Family and the Jim Ellis 
Family of over 900 employees, I would like to sincerely 
thank the members of Corvette Atlanta for their donations 
to the Foundation before and at the recent Banquet. The 
Corvette Atlanta donations put the total amount raised just 
over $30,000 for Sara and her eight children.  Yes, Corvette 
Atlanta is indeed much, much more than just ‘cool cars.’  
My heartfelt thanks, Mark Frost, - General Manager, Jim 
Ellis Chevrolet.”

St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Submitted by Tom Wright

I’m still looking for convertibles for Saturday, March 15th, for the 
downtown St. Patrick’s Day parade.  We will meet at 10:30 and the 
parade should be over by 2:00.  
So far Ed Clark and I are the only ones signed up and I need to let 
them know how many cars we can provide.  Yes, we are carrying 
folks with us.  Let me know ASAP.



Competition Report  
Don Parks, VP-Competition

Upcoming Competition Events:

Southeast Region: The first regional events will be in April 19-
20 in Nashville, TN (14 Low Speed Autocrosses). The flyer will be 
posted on the NCCC-South website shortly. Other events that have 
been sanctioned so far are:

 May 24 - 26  • 21 Low Speed Autocrosses - Knoxville, TN
 July 4 - 6  • 21 Low Speed Autocrosses - Knoxville, TN
 Nov. 1 - 2  • 14 Low Speed Autocrosses - Huntsville, AL
 Nov. 28 - 29  • 10 High Speed Autocrosses - Roebling Road
   Raceway (Corvette Atlanta’s events with Florida)
 Dec. 6 -7  • 14 Low Speed Autocrosses - Huntsville, AL

Remember - participating in the Southeast Region events helps the 
club earn points towards the National competition as well as you 
earn points towards the Club’s points standings. 

National: As mentioned previously, the first National events are 
scheduled Feb. 16th in Tempe, AZ (2 car shows). Events in the 
South (other than in the Southeast Region): include the following: 

 Mar. 1  • 6 Low Speed Autocrosses - St. Augustine, FL 
 Mar. 15-16  • 12 Low Speed Autocrosses - Palm Bay, FL
 Mar. 22  • 6 Low Speed Autocrosses - St. Augustine, FL 
 Apr. 12  • 1 People’s Choice Show - Port Canaveral, FL

Consult the NCCC website for the complete list of National events.

Editorial Reflections
Betty Parks, Editor

In last month’s newsletter, I posted a “Help Wanted” ad and I’m 
pleased to say I got a good response. Sondra and Tom Wright 
stepped forward to submit articles this month. I can totally relate to 
Sondra’s article from my early Corvette days many moons ago! You 
will remember that Tom contributed some articles last year in his 
“Tips from Tom” column. If you have any topics that you’d like Tom 
to research and write on, please let him know.  Bob Matt provided 
pictures from the Super Bowl party and supplied some little known 
information that will be featured in next month’s newsletter.

The officers came through with their articles in a timely manner 
- thanks everyone! Dave Brownell and Ed Clark continued their 
insightful and technical extra articles. They both amase me when 
they state they suffer from writers’ block and have no ideas for 
articles -- and then provide outstanding publications.  
As always - please remember this is the club’s newsletter - 
contributions from its members are imperative to keep it going. 
Your continued support of the newsletter by submitting articles and 
photos to me by mid-month is greatly appreciated!!  

Membership Report
Larry Vaitkus, VP-Membership

We now have 88 members. Please welcome our 2 newest members, 
that joined Corvette Atlanta at our January meeting:
• David McCreery with his 1995 Polo Green Coupe
• Joel Canada with his 2006 Victory Red with a tan convertible top.
If anyone has a potential member, please give me their name and a 
way to contact them, and I will follow up.
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Activities - Saturday Night Out
Nancy Morgan

The “Saturday Night Out” for dinner activity was so successful last 
year that it will continue for 2014. The upcoming months are listed 
below:
• Mar. 1st - 57th Fighter Group Restaurant - 6:00pm
     3829 Clairmont Road - Atlanta • 770-234-0057
• Mar. 22nd - La Parrilla Mexican Restaurant (Toco Hills) - 5:30pm
        2945 North Druid Hills Road, Atlanta • 678-403-3831
• April 5th - Athens Pizza (Greek food) - 5:30pm
       1341 Clairmont Road, Decatur • 404-636-1100
Remember there will be a sign-up sheet passed around at the club 
meetings and if you can’t be there, you can call me (404-294-0633) 
or email me ncmorgan1@att.net. I’ll be glad to put you on the list and 
give you all the details. 

2014 CA Points 
Standing
Don Parks, VP-Competition

In January’s newsletter, the 2013 winners of the Club 
Participation Awards were listed. Additionally the rules for the 
Points System were provided again.
As the newsletter goes to print, there have been four 
opportunities to earn points - 2 club meetings, the Awards 
Banquet and Super Bowl Party. Thirteen members (which 
included all 7 elected officers) attended ALL four events. As 
can be expected this early in the year, there are large ties for 
the top three positions:

#1 - 16 points - 4 events
 Jack Filippone, Mike Heaphy, Frank Merrifield, Carolyn
 & Dan Nugent, Stephanie Strauss
#2 - 13 points - 3 events
 David & Judy Adcock, Lisa DeKalb, Donna & Michael  
 Greer, Jim & Mickey Hutchinson, Bob & Lanie
          Sprock, Dan Todd
#3 - 11 points - 3 events
 Ed Clark, Lea Ann English, Rob McLean, Sondra &  
 Tom Wright

At this time - 74% of the club members have attended at least 
one event so far. That’s a GREAT start to 2014. Please accept a 
challenge to participate in at least one club activity this year!!

Winter 2014 Blue Bars
Betty Parks, Governor

The Winter 2014 issue of Blue Bars has been mailed to each 
NCCC Primary Member. If you do not receive yours by February 
28th, contact me. PLEASE NOTE: Mailing addresses on the NCCC 
Database must be kept current through me.



	
Calendar of Events
February 2014
  2 Caffeine & Octane Gathering, Alpharetta
  2 Super Bowl Party - Baize home, Covington*
  4 CA General Meeting - O’Charley’s Restaurant, Tucker*
 18 CA Board Meeting - Old Hickory House, Tucker
21-22 NCCC National Meeting, St. Louis, MO

March 2014
  1 Saturday Night Out . . . - 57th Fighter Group, Atlanta*
  1 6 Low Speed Autocrosses, St. Augustine, FL
  2 Caffeine & Octane Gathering, Alpharetta
  4 CA General Meeting - O’Charley’s Restaurant, Tucker*
  8 Shop Day - Jim Ellis Chevrolet, Chamblee*
15-16 12 Low Speed Autocrosses, Palm Bay, FL
 18 CA Board Meeting - Old Hickory House, Tucker
21-22 Corvette Expo, Sevierville, TN
 22 Saturday Night Out . . . - La Parrilla Mexican, Atlanta* 
 22 6 Low Speed Autocrosses, St. Augustine, FL
26-30 Atlanta International Auto Show, GA World Congress Center

April 2014
  1 CA General Meeting - O’Charley’s Restaurant, Tucker*
  5 Saturday Night Out . . . - Athens Pizza, Decatur*
  6 Caffeine & Octane Gathering, Alpharetta
 12 6th Annual Car Show, Jim Ellis Chevrolet, Chamblee*
 15 CA Board Meeting - Old Hickory House, Tucker
19-20 14 Low Speed Autocrosses, Nashville, TN*
24-26 NCM Bash, Bowling Green, KY
25-26 NCCC National Meeting, St. Louis, MO

* denotes events that are sanctioned for Club points

NCM Report
Ed Clark, NCM Ambassador
At the Caffeine and Octane event on the 2nd of February I was talking 
to a the owner of a new C7 convertible about his car and he mentioned 
how much he had enjoyed the R8C Museum Delivery  program  and 
wished he had also done the Corvette Buyers Tour as well.  I told him I 
had done the whole 9 yards back in 2010 with my C6 and had a great 
time.  The Buyers Tour and Photo Album offered by the Museum both 
require a dealer order number to participate in so there is no going 
back later to do these unfortunately.
There are options you can participate in even if you missed the 
Museum programs when buying your new car.  The first is the NCM 
Xperience which involves bringing your current Corvette (must be a 
Corvette, no Ford pickup trucks or old Packards) to the Museum for an 
exterior detailing and display in the same area as the new  Museum 
Delivery cars.  Xperience participants are given a VIP Assembly Plant 
tour and a Museum tour as part of the program plus a commemorative 
plaque, silver decal recognizing participation in the program which can 
be placed on the car and a photograph with your car in front of the 
Museum - weather permitting.  If you are not a Museum member you 
also get a one year membership.
You may not be interested in the Xperience program but still interested 
in a detailed assembly plant tour and museum tour. The VIP Tour 
program offered by the Museum allows you and 3 guests to take a 
more detailed tour of the Corvette Assembly Plant with a tour guide 
who can answer most of your questions as well as an extended guided 
tour of the Museum.  These programs will fill a good bit of what you 
missed by not participating in the Delivery and Buyers Tour programs.
The Museum Delivery program has been a big hit with C7 buyers as 
more than 500 have already participated.  If you look at the video the 
Museum’s web cameras show of the delivery area, there is always 
activity as owners are guided through the introduction to their new cars.
The NCM Raffles continue and the car raffles include the Museum 
Delivery option. Upcoming raffles are:

• 2014 C7 Black Coupe with automatic transmission and 2LT interior 
plus navigation, $100/ticket, limited ticket sale, Feb. 27 drawing
• 2014 C7 Torch Red Convertible with automatic transmission and 
2 LT interior plus navigation, $10/ticket, unlimited ticket sale, April 
26 drawing

Easy Charity Effort!!       
Betty Parks
It is said that charity starts at home. . . so I’m asking you to support an 
easy charity effort from your home! At the January meeting, I discussed 
two separate charity efforts that Don and I have been supporting with 
the help of lots of other NCCC members.
The first effort began a couple of years ago while tail-gating in 
Defiance, OH. Bernyce Molenda, one of the ladies there, was from 
Fort Worth, TX and asked if she could have the pull tabs off the drink 
cans. When questioned further, she stated that the tabs were collected 
for the Ronald McDonald House in Fort Worth. The collected tabs are 
recycled to generate funds to help offset the House’s expenses. I 
have become the collection coordinator across the travel circuit - from 
Florida to Michigan as well as points in the Midwest.
The second effort began last year when it was learned that a school 
in Indiana was trying to collected plastic caps from various plastic 
bottles and jugs to then be turned into benches. The caps come from 
water bottles, soft drinks, mike jugs as well as lids from butter, cream 
cheese, peanut butter jars, detergent caps, etc -- anything plastic!! 
The project, called “A Bench for Caps”, takes 400 pounds of caps to 
make one bench. Once again - I’ve been designated as the conduit to 
move these caps to the folks in Indiana...
An interesting side story to tell -- when Bernyce passed the pull tabs to 
her contact with the Ronald McDonald House last fall, she told him that 
I was collecting the plastic caps for the bench project. He in turn went 
to his company to solicit support for that effort. I received a call from 

Bernyce last week to see if she could ship me 2 boxes full of caps that 
she received from the pull tab group!! We compromised - and shipped 
the boxes directly to Indiana.
As we prepare for the upcoming National meeting in St. Louis, I have a 
very large shopping bag full of plastic caps and several gallon bags full 
of pull tabs to add to the collection and pass on the folks from Texas 
and Indiana. 
These little things can make a BIG difference! Please consider 
collecting these pull tabs and plastic caps for these two charity efforts. 
I’ll gladly take all donations at the meetings. Can I count on your 
support??
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Activities - Thoughts after the Super Bowl Party
David Morgan, VP-Activities
Monday morning after the Super Bowl and Peyton Manning feels like Gov. Deal and Mayor Reed after 
the ice storm/snow disaster of 2014.  Could it have all been a bad, bad dream?  I really didn’t start 
the game watching the ball sail past me on the first play and be down by 2 points to start a game that 
went downhill from there.  Peyton clutches his NFL MVP award and pulls the covers over his head, 
maybe it was all a bad dream.  Nope, the final score of Seahawks 43 and Broncos 8 is down in the 
history books.  Also a side note for history, the Seahawks managed to score in every way possible in 
football.  The game was a over on the first play for Denver and Seattle was just getting warmed up.
In spite of the game, the party at Scott and Ann Baize’s home was a great success.  As usual, the 
food was excellent, Scott deep fried a turkey, along with sliced ham, hot wings, dipping shrimp, and 
a variety of other dishes from club members.  Many thanks to all club members who brought side 
dishes, and desserts (too many to count).  Wow, I grazed too many times at the food buffet and went 
home feeling too full.
This was a very well attended event, also.  There were 37 club members and five assorted guests 
attending.  Once again, all of Corvette Atlanta sends our sincere thanks to Ann and Scott Baize for 
hosting another night of Fun, Food and Fellowship at the Corvette Atlanta Super Bowl Party.

Getting to Know You
Submitted by Sondra Wright

When my husband and I first joined Corvette Atlanta, I was sort of along for the ride, a “plus one” for functions; but not an engaged 
member.  After all, Tom had the Corvette and drove it 99.9% of the time.  What did I have in common with the ladies of the club who either 
drove or co-piloted all the time?  Heck, I didn’t know a C5 logo from a C3 logo, or what that meant anyway!
Now, I’ll be honest with you, I’m an introvert married to the epitome of an extrovert!  Tom never met a stranger.  I don’t remember names.  
Tom could talk to anyone about anything, anywhere at any time.  I had trouble with a conversation after the weather discussion was over.  
But it meant so much to Tom for me to be part of the club with him, that I started putting my toe in the water - cautiously, of course.  I tried 
coming to more meetings, and I even worked at one of the car shows one time, serving food.  I even submitted an article to the newsletter.  
And I really did enjoy the first holiday awards banquet I went to!  And, I noticed as each meeting came, more and more people knew my 
name and spoke to me.  When I wasn’t at a meeting, they asked Tom about me.  After my heart surgery, there was such an outpouring of 
care and compassion that I was amazed.  After Tom’s accident, the club offered so much support and care to both of us, there are simply 
no words adequate to describe it.
Now I find myself trying to get involved in different aspects of the club.  The club has become something I want to help, to offer suggestions 
for, to do things with.  I find myself trying harder to reach out to members I don’t know very well, and to try to be welcoming to new members.  
Okay, you’re thinking.  So what?  This is your story of becoming comfortable with the club.  But what’s your point?  To that I say, I have 
learned to step outside my comfort zone more often and stop being so introverted.  And I’m glad I have!  I found that by stretching and 
reaching, I got more out of the club because I put more into the club!
So, as the song goes:  Getting to know you, getting know all about you.  Getting to like you, getting to hope you like me.  Haven’t noticed, 
suddenly I’m bright and breezy because of all the beautiful and new things I’m learning about you, day by day.



Our next Shop Day is scheduled for 9 AM Saturday, Mach 8 at Jim Ellis Chevrolet’s Service Center.  For new members that may not 
have participated in Shop Day, this is an unique opportunity to bring your Corvette to the renown Corvette Technician , David Fulcher, to 
assist you in performing routine maintenance, trouble shooting problems, and inspecting your Corvette for potential safety or mechanical/
electrical problems.   This extraordinary service is provided by our sponsor at no cost to you except for any parts or materials (fluids, filters, 
etc,) required.
Corvette Atlanta’s Shop Days are also intended to be a great learning opportunity for those who want to learn more about the technical 
aspects of Corvette from a true expert who is comfortable working on every model Corvette, regardless of age.  So even if you don’t need 
any work done on your car, come to the event and see what work is being done and learn more about your own Corvette.  You may even 
get a chance to look over some new C-7s waiting for delivery in the showroom or on the lot.
Jim Ellis Chevrolet has a policy (for insurance purposes) that requires all vehicles in the shop to have a Repair Order on file.  This also 
applies to employees working on their own cars and will apply to Corvette Atlanta members bringing their Corvettes to any Shop Day.  It 
will be a simple procedure of checking in with one of the service writers to register your project or diagnosis desired.  If there are any parts 
needed from the parts department (you are expected to provide your own fluids and known parts required in advance) they can be charged 
to the work order at the Corvette Atlanta special discount.  
As usual, in order to allow David and myself to plan and schedule the various projects to accommodate all the members, advance 
registration for Shop Day is required.   Please send me an e-mail at danug@comcast.net stating: name, year/model Corvette, work or 
diagnosis desired and any special requests.  There are no advance appointment times given so plan on spending the morning at the event 
and enjoy the opportunity 

5

Daytona 24 Hour Race                                           Submitted by Ed Clark

Shop Day - March 8th                                       Submitted by Dan Nugent

The Daytona 24 hour race run over the January 25-26, 2014 
weekend is now history and we have a chance to reflect on how the 
two different cars with Corvette in their names performed.  There 
were 67 vehicles taking the checkered flag at the start with 18 in the 
Prototype class, 9 in the Prototype Challenge class, 11 in the GT 
LeMans class and 29 in the GT Daytona class. 

First the good news, a Corvette DP (one of 6 in the race) won the 
overall race and the Prototype class. Corvette DPs took all three 
podium places and all finished the race on the same lap #695.  The 
fourth place car overall was also a Corvette DP although it was a 
couple of laps down.  The cars in this class were made up of a 
combination of the Grand Am Daytona Prototypes and ALMS LMP2 
classes from last year.  These Corvette DP cars have been racing 
in this configuration now for several years and this was their best 
results to date thought they are competing in a new race series.  

These are pure race cars and the Corvette name on the windshield 
and Corvette flags on the nose is a result of being powered by 
Chevrolet engines.  The front of the Corvette DP cars have a C6 
appearing grill opening and headlight covers and the rear has a ’63 
like split window. The winning car #5 is the Action Express team 
which showed good speed during early practice and could have 
been considered a favorite but there was lots of close racing and 
lead changes including during the last hour of the race.

Second, a bit less good news was the performance of the new 
C7.Rs in the GT LeMans class. Having become somewhat used to 
the great performance of the C6R cars over the last several years, 
I was hoping for the same results for the new car which may have 
been a bit optimistic as bugs often turn up in a long race especially 
with a new vehicle even when extensive testing had been done.  

The C7.R was introduced without camouflage along with the new 
C7 Z06 at the Detroit Auto Show in January.  Up to that time it had 
been seen at several locations in a checkered flag camo including a 
weekend at Daytona where cars were given track time for practice 
and at Sebring for the same purpose. The camo helped hide several 
design features that are also used on the Z06 and both cars looked 
good in their Velocity Yellow paint schemes.  The C7.R uses the 

same drive train as last year’s C6R with a few modifications, the 
same aluminum frame as the C7, but a good bit of new things 
throughout especially in the area of air management and downforce.

In the Daytona race, the GTLM class included the Corvette C7.Rs 
with BMW Z4s, Ferrari F458 Italias, SRT Viper GTS-Rs, Porsche 911 
RSRs, and an Aston Martin Vantage V8.   The #4 Corvette qualified 
4th in class about 0.223 seconds behind the class leading Viper 
GTS-R.  The #3 Corvette had an electrical and throttle problem and 
was not able to set a qualifying time.  It had to start the race at the 
back of the entire grid.  During the race both C7.Rs managed to 
lead the GTLM class which was especially significant for the #3 car 
having to overcome so many other cars from the back of the field.

The #3 car eventually had to leave the race due to overheating 
issues at about the half-way point finishing 10th  in the 11 car class.  
The #4 car was doing quite well and with about 2.5 hours to go was 
swapping places with the eventual class winning Porsche.  However 
at about that same time a lot of smoke started coming from the back 
of the car and it had to enter the garage to replace a transmission 
which had a bearing failure.  This set the #4 car back a significant 
amount even though the transmission was replaced in about 30 
minutes.  It eventually finished the race in 5th place in class about 
13 laps down to the winning Porsche.

The Corvette Racing Team felt fairly good about how they did with a 
new car in a long race.  With a proven drive train maybe a bit better 
could have been expected however a bearing can fail at any time 
under these conditions.  The overheating problem for the #3 car 
wasn’t given any press coverage as to the specific cause so there is 
no comment about that.

My overall conclusion is a bit of disappointment; however, there were 
signs that the cars were fast and getting good gas and tire mileage 
so there is reasonable hope for the season.  I noticed watching pit 
stops during the race that the Corvettes were taking a bit longer 
than some of the other teams which may have been due to strategy 
or some activity taking a little longer.  I will watch this in the future to 
see if it gets more competitive.



Museum Sinkhole
Submitted by Ed Clark, NCM Ambassador • Photos courtesy of National Corvette Museum
While many of us were probably still under covers at home during our snowmegamess on Tuesday morning February 12, at about 5:30 
CST at the National Corvette Museum a part of the floor collapsed in the dome area and several Corvettes went into a huge hole. I 
started getting calls from club members and emails from the Museum about 8:30 am and first thought, maybe wished, that this was some 
internet rumor put together by a group that doesn’t like Corvettes that had hacked the Museum’s computers. I soon figured out it was true 
once seeing the pictures and videos that started showing up.

Eight Corvettes, most of which were one of a kind and had some significant history were involved when a void under the ground in Kentucky 
cave country had its roof collapse that unfortunately just happened to be under the Museum floor.  There has been a lot of rain in this part 
of Kentucky including a 500 year event a few years ago.  The water table rising and falling eats away at the rock dissolving much of it and 
leaving a sandy material which has reduced strength and eventually falls in.  If you have visited the Museum you may have noticed several 
large depressions on the Museum’s property which are old sinkholes.
A security camera caught the initial moments of the floor collapse and you can watch the Mallett Hammer and the 1 millionth and 1.5 
millionth cars fall into the abyss.  What a sad thing to watch.  Either the cameras didn’t catch or the Museum didn’t release the rest of the 
video of the cars falling by the time I was writing this Friday morning.  The still pictures available show several cars in the hole.  The black 
’62 is sitting with its nose up and doesn’t look terribly damaged. The ZR1 “Blue Devil” is on its wheels upright and doesn’t look damaged at 
all.  The ’93 Ruby Red  40th Anniversary car is upside down and has a significant amount of damage.  What appears to be the 1 Millionth 
Production car is on its side behind some floor slab pieces.  What looks like the’93 ZRI Spider is nose down and has only its back end above 
dirt.  The available pictures don’t show the remaining cars which are the 1.5 Millionth Production car, the Mallett Hammer Z06 and the ‘84 
PPG Pace Car which may be under the dirt and debris or just out of view.
The Museum has had many offers of restoration and parts for recovered cars, money for car and building repair and has set up a contribution 
mechanism on the web site should you wish to help.  General Motors has stepped forward in a big way by offering the Mechanical Assembly 
Facility within GM Design where GM restores its collection of cars to restore all the cars recovered.  Ed Welburn, VP of Global Design, will 
oversee the restorations.  Fortunately the 1983 corvette didn’t fall into the hole and was quickly removed by Museum staff.  Subsequently 
the remainder of the cars in the dome area were put on dollies and rolled into other locations in the NCM buildings.
Once the area in the dome was determined to be reasonably stable, the Museum opened the rest of the building to visitors and plans to 
continue daily visits and the scheduled events.  The contractor that built the recent expansion has been hired to oversee the recovery efforts 
of the building and cars.
The plan from here includes the following activities:

• Stabilize the foundation under the spire that was partially lost so it isn’t damaged and the sides of the sinkhole so that the dome is 
protected. This will also make it safer for people working to recover the cars.  The spire and dome are under a monitoring program 
which is looking for any movement which would indicate the potential of additional earth collapse.
• Recover as many cars as possible. This may require removing a part of the dome roof for access by a large crane to lift the cars out.
• Fill the hole with dirt, concrete or other suitable material and bring the surface back to the original elevation.
• Reconstruct the floor in the dome with all the features that were originally there.
• Replace the cars which were not damaged and as the restorations of the damaged cars are completed, put them back on display.

While I am sure there may be setbacks having had past experience with recovery of damaged properties, the schedule currently includes 
completing the repair work to the building before the 20th Anniversary Celebration in August.  The time to complete the restoration of the 
cars will be much longer.  The Museum web site, www.corvettemuseum.org  is being updated frequently on the status of this recovery 
effort.  There are over 150 pictures of the damage and the cars involved for review as well as the videos of the initial collapse and from a 
drone flown down into the hole.  
Consider putting some money into the recovery effort, even if a small amount, as it all will help.

6



Save
the Date

6th Annual Charity 
Car Show
April 12th

Update - 2014 NCCC 
Convention
Betty Parks, Governor

In last month’s newsletter, I provided a comprehensive synoposis 
of the activities that will take place at the upcoming Savannah 
Convention - parties, events - of which none of those items have 
changed. 
What has happened though is the response has been overwhelming! 
Just like Bowling Green last year, in the first two weeks of the 
registration process, over 350 people have registered!! The initial 
room block at the host hotel is full and additional rooms have been 
added to the block. Don’t delay - register today!! The Westin Savannah 
Golf Resort & Spa is an outstanding 5 star property where room rates 
are normally $250+ per night BUT, if you get in the convention block, 
the rate is $109. Those rates do not include tax or resort fee. NOTE: 
Convention will be paying the resort fee for attendees in the block.
Make your plans to join us for a fun week. It will great to see old 
acquaintances while making new friends. Remember - this is the 
closest distance to travel for a National Convention. Come and enjoy 
the NCCC family experience.
So far attending from the club are Jack Filippone & Stephanie Strauss, 
Corky & Yvonne Key, Larry & Jane Narwold, Dan & Carolyn Nugent, 
and Ron & Barbara Rotondi as well as Don & me. If you’re not able 
to come for the entire week, you will be able to purchase day passes 
starting on April 1st. 

AUG 25-29, 2014

Thank You...                          Submitted by Larry Vaitkus

I would like to take a minute to thank Mark Frost and his team at Jim Ellis Chevrolet for the work they did to get me into a 2008 Corvette.  
Being upside down on the Challenger made financing a new vehicle and not breaking the budget a huge challenge.  After several 
dealership deals went south, Mark Frost took a personal interest in helping put a package together that would let me drive off in a Corvette.  
Without his intervention, the deal would have failed again but Mark came through and I couldn’t be happier with my 2008 Silver Corvette 
convertible. 
Lisa is especially thrilled by the heated seats even though she had to sacrifice her 222,000 mile 15 year old Rav4 to make the deal happen.  
Lisa says the sacrifice was worth it so she doesn’t have to listen to me whine about wanting another Corvette. Corvettes are cool!

Family Helping Family  Betty Parks

As our thoughts start thinking about Spring (will it ever come?!), I want to remind you NCCC is still opening the program for its members to 
have access to fellow Corvetters while traveling should something happen to them, their car or if they just want to stop and have a cup of 
coffee with a fellow member? We’ve discussed this program at the club meetings but thought it might be good to mention it in the newsletter 
to inform those who have missed the discussion.

The intent of this program is to provide assistance for members as they travel across the country. Wouldn’t it be better to have a fellow NCCC 
member to help you instead of a stranger? Volunteers have been requested to sign up if they’re willing to be contacted by fellow NCCC 
members traveling through their area. The contact may be to provide mechanical expertise, provide a car trailer to haul your ride, knowledge 
of a good mechanic or dealership to take your ride to, have a spare bed for you to spend the night, or welcome you to stop for refreshments 
and conversation.

The latest issue of the “Family Helping Family Directory” is published, secured and available from our NCCC National website. The directory is 
sorted by State, City and then in alphabetic order by the volunteer’s name. Contact me for the user name and password if you’re interested in 
downloading this directory. NOTE: THIS LIST IS NOT TO BE USED FOR OUTSIDE SOLICITATIONS OR DISTRIBUTION. IT’S INTENDED SOLELY 
FOR NCCC MEMBER ASSISTANCE.

On the flip side - if you’re interested in volunteering to provide support in the Atlanta area, there is a form to complete on the NCCC website. 
When you sign up, you have agreed to provide assistance for free and as soon as you can or to find someone else who can.
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Similarities: The Veep and Me    Submitted by Dave Brownell

There was an evening news story about the rise of a woman to be the head of GM.  Among those that were there to highlight this historic 
marker, as well as the end of the Federal government’s stake in GM after the bailout/bankruptcy/recovery, was our Vice President, Joe 
Biden.
In the background was a stunning Competition Yellow Stingray Corvette, possibly the new Z-06 prototype, due out in the Fall of 2014.  
While the new CEO, Mary Barra was speaking at the podium, the Vice President was obviously transfixed by the new yellow Corvette and 
could not take his eyes off of it as he walked around it, while she was speaking.  Could he be either lusting (or maybe even “Lutzing” in the 
best spirit of the departed Product Manager, Bob Lutz?) for one, once the Secret Service detail will allow him to drive again?  Mr. Biden and 
I share some history.  He likes Corvettes and still owns a 1967 Corvette that he’s had for many years.  But, because of his position, he’s 
unable to drive it, so it sits in his garage (or maybe it’s a government-provided parking spot), awaiting a time when he can experience the 
thrill of a 47 year old car that still turns the heads of others.
He’s not the only Car Guy in the public eye.  The Governor of New York still likes his GTO and Firebird Pontiacs, both acquired when he 
was a young man and his father was the Governor.  He is still allowed to drive (but watched carefully by Troopers assigned) his cars and 
it is said that some of his most pleasant times are now spent with those cars, in the company of other car-guy friends of many years.  He 
may also have a Corvette or two, but that’s not confirmed.
Colin Powell is well-known car collector, and like Biden and Brownell, also has a 67 Corvette in his collection.  Like Brownell, he collected 
Volvos in his younger days and still is a member of the Volvo Club of America.  Like the current New York Governor, Former Secretary of 
State Powell still likes to turn a wrench, although there were a few years when his position and the Secret Service put a quash on that, too.  
Apparently, they had a fit when Powell spotted a new AMG-tuned Mercedes sedan, owned by the King of Jordan, and the two guys took off 
in it with Powell driving and a smile captured on both the King’s and his face by photographers.  Of course, the big non-political stars like 
Jay Leno (owns at least five Corvettes) and Jerry Seinfeld (lots of Porsches but any Vettes?) capture all the current media glory, but the 
lesser appreciated Hollywood types like Tim Allen (Corvettes, Camaros and Shelbys) are still out there.  Let Leonardo DeCaprio drive his 
two Priuses, but Russell Crowe and Tom Selleck can still speak GM V-8s for me.
The likelihood of my ever being in public circles has quickly passed for me, but for those who are currently watched closely by the press, 
their time to enjoy fast and beautiful cars is still ahead of them.  Jay Leno is the only famous person I know of with Packards in his 
garage, so I will root for all of them when they are allowed to drive again, and that they’ll consider adding a Packard or two as a patriotic 
gesture.  Until then, we’ll just have to hope that our young and forthcoming stars of the future don’t act like Justin Bieber in a rented yellow 
Lamborghini.  Joe Biden’s gaze upon that yellow Stingray said much more to me than Justin’s mugshot after the Lambo experience.  Is 
yellow the new color of driving excitement and passion?  Does Ralph Lauren know? 

Save The Date!! 
Mark Frost   
Reprinted from February Chevy Happenings 

Announcement!
Set your calendars for Saturday, April 12
for the 6th Annual Jim Ellis Chevrolet /
Corvette Atlanta Club Corvette Show.

 
 
 

This year, the show will feature “Stingray, then and now.”
The show will run from 10am until 2pm and include live 
entertainment, door prizes, and of course, one of the largest 
gatherings of vintage Corvettes in Georgia.
 Proceeds to benefit the Shepherd Center. More details will be 
forthcoming in the March Newsletter. 

	  

Tips from Tom
Submitted by Tom Wright

Nose job? We don’t need no stinkin’ nose job!
After hitting a parking lot curb and “bloodying my vette’s nose”, 
I looked into the Curb Alert alarm system.  It warns me with a 
audible alarm (mounted in the car) that I’m approaching the 
“point of no return” regarding the underside of the front end.  You 
mount the sensor under the front end and it does not require any 
drilling.  Infrared triangulation technology and specialized software 
embedded in the system for reliable operation makes it give you a 
couple of beeps to let you know to STOP.
You can set the distance from bumper to curb from 8-28”.  I have 
mine set at 12”.  When I approach a parking stop, I first turn off the 
radio and listen for the beeps.  This distance is great for straight-on 
parking stops.  On angled stops I just be careful.  You might want 
to set you distance more than 12” if you’re concerned about angled 
spaces.
This is an automatic power-up system.  If the car is off, so is the 
alarm - no battery drain.  The alarm volume can be low, high or 
mute inside the car.  The golf ball size warning speaker can best be 
mounted at the top edge of the windshield between the driver and 
the rearview mirror.
Installation kit includes everything you need and takes about 30-45 
minutes. Check out the website, www.curb-alert.com. 
Good luck and keep on vette-ing!
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Southeast Region 101  
Betty Parks, Governor & Regional Secretary/Treasurer

In the January newsletter, I provided historical facts about Corvette Atlanta in the “Corvette Atlanta 101” article. This month I thought 
would expand the history lesson onto the Southeast Region of NCCC. Corvette Atlanta is one of seventeen clubs currently in the 
Southeast Region. There are currently 1,193 total members -- 88 of which are in our club (which ranks us in fourth place in the Region 
for the number of members). The clubs ahead of us are East Tennessee - Knoxville (249), Nashville (191) and Valley Vettes - Huntsville 
(90).
My creditable records only go back to 1975 - so I’ll begin there. During 1975, the Southeast Region was the largest region within NCCC 
with 34 clubs and 1,004 members. Corvette Atlanta had 69 members that year. On January 1,1976 - the North & South Carolina clubs 
split from the Southeast Region to form the Carolina Region. Clubs in Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee, and the panhandle of 
Florida were left to comprise the Southeast Region - which was  23 clubs and 765 members. The largest clubs were Nashville Corvette 
Club (112) and Corvette Atlanta (100). 
Over the years, there has been a low of 13 up to a high of 24 clubs in the Southeast Region. For the last three years, there has been 
17 clubs. The year of the largest total membership in the Region was in 2012 with 1,324 members - and the largest club was East TN 
Corvette Club with 274 members. In contrast, Corvette Atlanta had 98 members that year, being the third largest in the Region behind 
ETCC and Nashville. 
The longest tenured clubs in the Region are:
 • Town & Country Corvette Club - Huntsville, AL (since 1971)
 • Corvette Atlanta (since 1972)
 • Nashville Corvette Club & Miracle Strip Corvette Club - Pensacola, FL (since 1975)
 • Stevenson Corvette Club - Stevenson, AL & Playground Corvette Club - Ft. Walton Beach, FL (since 1975)
 • East Tennessee Corvette Club - Knoxville, TN (1969-1980, since 1985)
The Executive Board of the Region is comprised of a Regional Executive (RE), Regional Competition Director (RCD), Regional 
Membership Director (RMD) and Regional Secretary/Treasurer (RS/T). Corvette Atlanta has had members serve on the Region’s 
Executive Board over the years:
 • Betty Parks - RE (1982-1987); RS/T (since 2001)
 • Don Parks - RCD (since 1990)
 • Debbie Payne (former member) - RS/T (1998-2000)
The Region has an active competition program. Points are earned based on participation in Regional events. The number of sanctioned 
Regional events has grown through the years - with an all time record number of 133 events spread over 10 weekends in 2012.
The top points earners (men & ladies), workers and clubs are recognized each year at the Region’s banquet. The banquet to honor the 
2013 winners will be in Nashville, TN on April 19th. Corvette Atlanta has earned top honors within the Region since 1989 (NOTE: My 
regional competition records only date back to 1989 - thus reflect those years) -- 1st place 1989-2003; 2nd place 2004-2008, 2011; 3rd 
place 2009-2010, 2012-2013. For the many years that the club campaigned for Regional points - the club was represented by a large 
group of competitors & workers, including these current members - Scott & Ann Baize, Jack Filippone, Stephanie Straus, Kent & Joan 
Valentino, Corky & Yvonne Key, David & Nancy Morgan, Ron & Barbara Rotondi, Paul & Angela Barros, Jim & Mickey Hutchinson, Frank 
& Dorothy Merrifield, Bob & Lynda Matt, Bob Mossey, Dave Brownell, Dan Todd, and Bob Zrolka. The top 1st place men’s and ladies’ 
honors have gone to Don and I for many years and to Paul Barros 2005-2006.  Top 1st place worker recognitions has been earned by 
past & present members (Cat Parks - 2000; Angela Barros - 2001-2002, 2005; Stephanie Strauss - 2012-2013). 

Thanks to everyone that’s supported the club at the Regional level, past and present. 
Make your plans now to attend a Southeast Region event to continue our club’s involvement in the Region. 

Registration Open: 8am - 11:45am

6TH ANNUAL SPRING CORVETTE SHOW

APRIL 12, 2014 • 10AM - 2PM

Featuring “Stingrays, then and now”
• SPECIAL STINGRAY CORRAL SHOW AREA • 

(FOR 1963-1967, 1969-1976, 2014)
April 12, 2014 • 10 am - 2pm



February & March 
Birthdays
 Mickey Hutchinson ........... Feb. 8
 Dorothy Merrifield ........... Feb. 12
 Donna Greer .................... Feb. 12
 Lea Ann English ............... Feb. 14
 Phyllis Cowan ................... Feb. 19
 Bob Warren ...................... Mar. 1
 Barbara Rotondi .............. Mar. 4
 Ron Michael...................... Mar. 8
 Corky Key ......................... Mar. 13
 Ron Rotondi ...................... Mar. 19
 David Tuttle ...................... Mar. 19
 Bob Mossey ...................... Mar. 28
 Stephanie Strauss ............ Mar. 30    
FCOA Members
 Eli Hutchinson .................. Feb. 16
 Ava Marie Buffington ....... Feb. 17
 Hailey Barros ................... Mar. 3

HAPPY BIRTHDAY Y’ALL!!

Corvette Restoration
Muscle Car Restoration

• 30 Years Experience •

• Frame on and off restorations
• Fiberglass repair
• Custom body work
• Paint-Base coat, Clear coat, Lacquer,
   Poly Urethane and Gel coat
• Engine rebuild
• Race prepared engines

• Transmissions
• Rear Ends
• Brakes and rotors
• Electical harness
• Re-chrome
• Upholstery installation
• Complete details

~~ NCRS Top Flight Bloomington Gold Specialists ~~

North GA Corvette & Marine
340 Ranchette Road • Alpharetta, GA 30004

770 475-2277 or 770 298-9946

ASK FOR CHRIS OR JIM

SERVICES INCLUDE:

15% off for Corvette Atlanta members
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February & March 
Anniversaries
 Corky & Yvonne Key (32) .............Feb. 13
 Amy Parker/Mike Heaphy (29)....Feb. 14
 David & Nancy Morgan (17) .......Feb. 14
 Dave (& Carol) Brownell (43) ......Feb. 20
 Tom & Sondra Wright (43) ...........Feb. 27
 Jim (& Rosemarie) Hudson (46) ..Mar. 16
 Bob & Lanie Sprock (10) ..............Mar. 28

  CONGRATULATION!!
If you have not provided your info yet and want to be 

listed here, please submit your date to the editor! 

Web Sites:
Corvette Atlanta – www.corvetteatlanta.org
               - www.facebook.com/groups/CorvetteAtlanta/
NCCC – www.corvettesnccc.org
Southeast Region NCCC – www.ncccsouth.com
NCM – www.corvettemuseum.com



CHEVROLET

Proud Sponsor Of Corvette Atlanta
2014

Family Owned and Operated Since 1971!

2014 Corvettes in stock and arriving 
daily.    Special pricing for club mem-
bers (with membership card) on Cor-
vettes, parts, accessories, and service.

Home of Georgia’s #1 certified 
Corvette Technician, David 
Fulcher.   
Home of Georgia’s premier Cor-
vette sales specialist, Reggie 
Stagmaier.

Jim Ellis Chevrolet 5900 Peachtree Industrial Blvd. Chamblee, GA 30341

770.457.8211 www.jimellischevrolet.com

2011 & 2012
Chevrolet

Dealer of the Year


