
In This Issue

Dec em ber  2013

S P O N SO R E D BY

CA Board of Directors/President’s Notes/New Members .......01

Officer Reports / 2013 Club Points Standings  ................  02

Calendar of Events/NCM Report/Raffles/Toys for Tots ...  03 

Saturday Night Out / Fun Fact About New Years ...........  04

C6 - vs - C7 / Polar Bear Run ...........................................  05

It Takes a Village / Legacy Planning? .............................  06

Corvette Racing  ................................................................  07

Birthdays / Anniversaries / Web Sites / Corvette

   Restoration Ad ...............................................................  08

Jim Ellis Chevrolet Ad ...................................................  back

C-A-Review

F e a t u r e  P h o t o s : 

December  S a turda y  N igh t  Ou t 
Tak i  J apanese  Res tauran t

(s e e  m o r e  p h o to s  o n  Pa g e  4 )

Visit us on the Web!
www.corvetteatlanta.org



President’s Notes
Dave Brownell
As I write this, I have survived some of the wettest and coolest 
December Atlanta weather I can remember.  It has really cut into my 
Corvette enjoyment and pointed me to dealing with old car issues 
inside my garage, waiting for more enjoyable driving weather.  I have 
also survived Thanksgiving with my extended family and avoided 
temptation on Black Friday.  For these things, I am thankful.

I was also elected for another term as President of Corvette Atlanta 
for another year.  If health and fortune permit, I will do this willingly, 
trusting that all the help and support you gave me in 2013 will 
continue.  As I learned in my almost forty years at CDC, successful 
people do best when surrounded by intelligent and resourceful (and 
generous with their time) people.  That has been my experience with 
our club and I hope, with you, it will continue and grow in 2014.

We all have the holidays coming very soon, we will all have things 
to do that will place our Corvettes on a back burner.  But bear in 
mind, we have the involvement of the Toys for Tots campaign with 
the Marines and the always fun Polar Bear Run with various car club 
members in Georgia.  At this point, I am looking forward to both, no 
matter how dire the weather is forecasted.  Then comes the club 
banquet in January, and after that, maybe a few days of Spring time 
driving, mixed with our famous February and March ups and downs.  
Once that’s over, the spring Car Show will be in April and all the fun 
that’s involved with your participation.  

So, here’s to a New Year of hope and Corvette fun.  And farewell to a 
very nice year that’s full of pleasant memories.  Best wishes to all of 
us and may we use our Corvettes in ways we find fun and endearing.  
Some of us can remember the allure and promise made by them, 
seven generations ago.  I plan on having even more fun with mine in 
the new year and hope that you see fit to join me.

2013 Corvette Atlanta, Inc.
Board of Directors

Elected Board Members:

President   ................Dave Brownell 
  president@corvetteatlanta.org

VP-Activities.............Chris Murphy
 activities@corvetteatlanta.org

VP-Membership .......Joel Forman
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Appointed Board Members:

Governor ..................Betty Parks
 governor@corvetteatlanta.org

NCM Ambassador ....Ed Clark
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Webmaster ...............Mike Heaphy
 webmaster@corvetteatlanta.org

Editor ........................Betty Parks
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 parliamentarian@corvetteatlanta.org

Consistently ranked among the top National Council of Corvette 
Clubs (NCCC) affiliated clubs, we are active in a variety of Corvette 
enthusiast endeavors – such as club social activities, road rallyes, car 
shows, displays & amateur competitive solo driving – we try to have a 
good time in everything we do!

If you think owning & driving a Corvette is something special & you like 
being around others who feel the same way, please consider joining 
our club.

Club meetings are held the 1st Tuesday of each month. For more 
information about Corvette Atlanta, please contact the VP-Membership 
or any other officer listed above.
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Welcome New Members!
Growth in the club continued into December!! We are happy to 
announce the addition of three more new members:
• Lea Ann English - Lea Ann has joined us for several meetings 
and decided to make her membership official. She is a proud 
owner of a 1961 convertible.
• Mark & Amy Frost - After years of sitting on the other side of 
the fence - Mark decided to purchase his own 2014 C7 (rather 
than using a dealer car) and join the club . According to him - his 
reason for joining  was “It’s about time and it’s the best club in GA 
and I like all of the people!” Amy has joined as well.
Please welcome these guys into the club when you have the 
opportunity. 

FAVORITE HOLIDAY SAYINgS:
• Here’s wishing you more happiness than all my words can 
tell! Not just alone for Christmas but for all the year as well. 
Happy Holidays!
• May your Christmas sparkle with moments of love, 
laughter & goodwill and may the year ahead be full of 
contentment & joy.
• People are so worried about what they eat between 
Christmas and the New Year, but they really should be 
worried about what they eat between the New Year and 
Christmas!
• May your Christmas be the merriest and your New Year 
the happiest!



Competition Report  
Don Parks, VP-Competition

Past Competition Events:

Nov. 23-24 - 14 Low Speed Autocrosses - St. Augustine, FL

We returned to the Fire/Ambulance/Police Training facility. The weather 
was a little cooler than the previous month. Again we ran one direction on 
Saturday and then reverse on Sunday to run the opposite direction. Betty 
and I were the only CA participants.

Nov. 28 - Dec. 1 - 10 High Speed Autocrosses - Roebling Road Raceway

The weather was real good to us this year! As we have been promoting 
this as a “Convention” warm-up - since NCCC’s 55th Convention will be 
in Savannah 2014 - we had hoped for a bigger turn-out (bummer). The 
crowd that was there had a safe and fun weekend on the 2.02 mile road 
course!

There were entries from 10 NCCC Regions (CA, EO, FL, IN, MI, MW, 
SE, SW, WR, WO). Three new NCCC track records were set: Ron Brown 
(WO) - 1J; Tom Blount (SE) - 3K: and Carolyn Samuelson (MW) - L2J. 
Additionally, “bragging rights” got to the following: FTD in the Sprint - 
Johnny Haskell (CA) ran 5.350 seconds while Mary Wentzel  (MI) ran 
5.491seconds: FTD on the full lap around the track was Tom Blount (SE)  
with a 1:16.322 time and Tracy Gaudu (SW) with a 1:18.186 time.

Dec. 7-8 - 14 Low Speed Autocrosses - Huntsville, AL

The December events in Huntsville are always an interesting weather 
opportunity. This year it was cold and wet but we had fun despite the 
weather! The CA foursome (Jack, Steph, Betty & me) was there with the 
points chasers. 

Dec. 14-15 - 14 Low Speed Autocrosses - Knoxville, TN

The last autocrosses (and last points chance to earn NCCC/Southeast 
Region points of the season) were the weekend of Dec. 14-15! The 
autocross site was at the big parking lot of Pellissippi Community 
College. There was a good group of competitors attending, including 
the CA foursome and chasers from IL, IN, MI, NE, OH, OK & SC. The 
weather was wet and cold so the course was short. We hosted a party 
Saturday night for the top competitors - to celebrate the finale of the 
racing season!! Santa Claus was there to celebrate with us too!! Great 
ending to a wonderful year...
Upcoming Competition Events:

The 2014 schedule for the Southeast Region has not been set yet. The 
first regional events will probably be in April. Remember - participating 
in the Southeast Region events helps the club earn points towards the 
National competition as well as you earns points towards the Club’s 
points standings. Consult the NCCC website for the complete list of 
National events.

Editorial Reflections
Betty Parks, Editor
What a difference a month can bring...last month I had lots more pictures than articles to explain. This month - only photos from one of the activities.!

As I reflect back over this year of the “re-designed” newsletter, I cannot thank Dave Brownell and Ed Clark enough for their writing contributions. 
Between the two of them - there have been 50 articles -- in addition to their President & NCM articles. Great job, guys!! You’ve come to my rescue 
many times to help fill the newsletter. 

Please remember this is the club’s newsletter - contributions from its members are imperative to keep it going. Your continued support of the 
newsletter by submitting articles and photos to us by middle of month is greatly appreciated!!  

Membership Report
Betty Parks for Joel Forman,
VP-Membership
The club has had three new members added to the roll in 
December (see article on Page 1).  We enter into 2014 with 85 
members and the prospect of more members on the horizon.
If you know anyone that might be interested in joining the 
club, please provide the recruiting information to Larry 
Vaitkus, the club’s 2014 VP-Membership.
The 2014 NCCC renewal packets should be mailed after the 
first of the year. Please look for the packet and retain your 
NCCC membership card which will be enclosed. You will 
need this card if you participate in any NCCC activities (like 
the NCCC Convention in Savannah).

2013 CA Point Standing
Don Parks, VP-Competition

2013 club points has been tabulated through the December 
Saturday Nite Out/Knoxville events:
 • Top 5 Point Positions* will be reveiled at the Awards Banquet 
on January 18th at Petite Auberge.

    * Remember 2013 CA elected officers are exempt from 
earning club points.
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Activities - Saturday Night Out
Nancy Morgan

The “Saturday Night Out” for dinner activity for the upcoming 
months are listed below:
•  Dec. 7th - Taki Japanese Sushi & Hibachi Grill - 6:00pm
      4711 Ashford Dunwoody Rd. - Dunwoody
       LET NANCY KNOW IF YOU PLAN TO ATTEND
• Dec. 31st - Goldfish at Perimeter Mall - 7:00pm
                    4400 Ashford Dunwoody Rd. - Dunwoody
• Jan. 18th - Petite Auberge - 6:00pm drinks; 7:00pm dinner
                    2935 North Druid Hills (Toco Hills) - Atlanta
       RESERVATIONS REQUIRED
Remember there will be a sign-up sheet passed around at the club 
meeting and if you can’t be there, you can call me 404-294-0633 or 
email me ncmorgan1@att.net. I’ll be glad to put you on the list and 
give you all the details. 



	
Calendar of Events
December 2013
   1 4 High Speed Autocrosses - Roebling Road Raceway*
   1 Caffeine & Octane Gathering, Alpharetta
   3 CA General Meeting – O’Charley’s Restaurant, Tucker*
   7 Saturday Night Out . . . - Taki Japanese, Dunwoody*
 14 Toys for Tots Show - Miller’s Ale House, Alpharetta*
 28 Polar Bear Run 
 31 Special New Years’ Eve Dinner - Goldfish, Dunwoody*

January 2014
   5 Caffeine & Octane Gathering, Alpharetta
   7 CA General Meeting - O’Charley’s Restaurant, Tucker*
 18 Awards Banquet - Petite Auberge Restaurant, Atlanta*
 21 CA Board Meeting - Old Hickory House, Tucker

February 2014
  2 Caffeine & Octane Gathering, Alpharetta
  2 Super Bowl Party - site tbd*
  4 CA General Meeting - O’Charley’s Restaurant, Tucker*
 18 CA Board Meeting - Old Hickory House, Tucker

* denotes events that are sanctioned for Club points

NCM Report
Ed Clark, NCM Ambassador

The National Corvette Museum has announced their 2014 Corvette 
Hall of Fame Inductees in the following article published in one of 
their regular e-mail documents.

 
“Each year the National Corvette Museum inducts individuals who 
have made significant contributions to Corvette in the categories of 
GM/Chevrolet, Enthusiast/Historian and Racing. We are pleased to 
announce the slate of inductees for 2014!
Jerry Burton served as Founding Editor and Editorial Director of 
Corvette Quarterly magazine; Motorsports Editor for AutoWeek and 
editor and contributor to numerous other automotive publications. 
As a historian, he authored “Zora Arkus-Duntov: The Legend 
Behind Corvette,” and “Corvette: America’s Sports Car: Yesterday, 
Today, and Tomorrow.” He is the author of the award-winning 
“Heartbeat of America” theme line for Chevrolet and served as a 
Member of the NCM’s Board of Directors.
John Heinricy’s likeness is a permanent fixture of the Museum as 
a statue with the 1989 Corvette ZR-1 “Record Run” display, an 
exhibit that pays homage to the team that set 12 international world 
time/distance speed records averaging as high as 175mph over 
a 24-hour period. He has won 11 SCCA national championships 
driving a Corvette and as Corvette Assistant Chief Engineer was 
responsible for the C4 through 1996, including the 1995 Pace Car, 
1996 Grand Sport and Collector’s Edition.
Dave MacDonald was a rising star on the race scene, trading 
driving duties with Dick Thompson in the “Biography of a Sports 
Car” national ad campaign for the 1963 Stingray and recognized 
as one of the top two Corvette drivers by Zora Duntov. As a driver 
during the glory days of Corvette Racing, MacDonald had a better 
win percentage than any other Corvette racer with 47 victories and 
69 top three finishes in 110 career starts. Unfortunately General 
Motors pulled out of the factory-supported racing, and MacDonald 
went to drive professionally for Cobra - but he continued to drive his 
beloved 1963 Stingray personally. Though he finished 10th at the 
Daytona 500, his life was cut short at the Indy 500.”
Additional information about each of these gentlemen can be found 
at the NCM Blog which has the address http://corvettemuseum.
blogspot.com.  They will be inducted during the NCM 20th 
Anniversary Celebration Annual Banquet on August 28, 2013. 
Many of you have read articles produced by or written about all 
of these inductees.  I consider Heinricy to be about as much a 
racer as an engineer and excellent at both. MacDonald was often 
written about in early Corvette articles and publications and was a 
significant contributor to early Corvette racing successes. Several 
of Burton’s books are in my collection and he is a favorite writer 
about Corvettes.  
What are some of your memories about these Corvette people?
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American Legion Raffle 
Submitted by Tom Wright
I have tickets for the American Legion raffle for the Legacy 
Fund (scholarship for kids of slain military personnel). For $5, 
you get six tickets for the chance to win a .45 cal. model 1911 
pistol by Rock Island Arms. The drawing will be held at the 
motorcycle show in January at the North Atlanta Trade Center. 
Of course, I’ll be glad to mail tickets to anyone prior to the 
show  -- if you let me know.

Toys for Tots Toy Drive / 
Charity Car Show 
KewlRides & US Marine Corp present the Ninth Annual 
Toys for Tots Toy Drive and Charity Car Show on Saturday, 
December 14th. 
Location: Miller’s Ale House • 10750 Davis Drive, Alpharetta 
Parking in Miller’s Ale House and Old Home Depot Expo lots
Registration for Show: NEW UNWRAPPED TOY OR TOYS
 Registration:  9:00am to 11:00am
 Show Time: 11:00am to 4:00pm
 Judging Time: 12:30pm to 2:30pm
(Trophies awarded at 3:00pm, Winners MUST be present to win)

NCCC/NKF Raffle Tickets still available 
We need to sell 6 more to be 100% Club

• Contact Betty to buy more tickets •



December Saturday Night Out - Taki Japanese
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Submitted by David Morgan • Photos by Lisa DeKalb
On December 7th, the Saturday Night Out event was at Taki Japanese Restaurant 
in Dunwoody. In attendance was David & Nancy Morgan, Corky & Yvonne Key, 
Bob & Pat Zrolka, Larry Vaitkus and Lisa DeKalb. We had a very nice private 
room and could actually have polite conversation over very good food.

Fun Facts About New Year’s
A cross-cultural celebration rings in the next calendar year New Year’s not only heralds the start of a new calendar year, it also is a time of 
hope and promise. As many across the world make resolutions and set their sights on a better tomorrow, the joy of new beginnings rings 
out in celebration around the globe. Here are a few facts about this festive holiday.
Times Square 
Perhaps the best known New Year’s Eve celebration on the globe is the one that takes place in Times Square in New York City. The 
dropping of the lighted crystal “ball” in Times Square is witnessed live by more than one million people each year, who crowd the city streets 
to be a part of one of the biggest parties in the world. It is also watched on television by almost a billion viewers worldwide.
A kiss at the stroke of midnight 
It is a time-honored tradition that people have a special kiss right at the stroke of midnight. Statistics show that a full 44 percent of Americans 
say they expect to kiss someone at the turn of the new year. Sadly, 
another 22 percent of Americans will never get that kiss; they admit 
that they always fall asleep before midnight on this special evening.
The history of the day
New Year’s celebrations actually date back more than 4,000 years. 
Even though we didn’t have the calendar as we know it, the ancient 
Babylonians celebrated the new year at the first full moon after the 
spring equinox. In ancient Egypt, the new year began each year 
when the Nile flooded. A new year on Jan. 1 was first instituted in 
the western world by Julius Caesar in 46 B.C.
Resolutions
For those making resolutions on New Year’s, there are a few common promises that crop up time and again. Among  Americans, 45 percent 
claim to make a resolution, and most of them are related to weight loss, getting organized, saving money, staying fit or stopping smoking.
Foods of luck
Across the world, many cultures have a tradition of eating certain foods at New Year’s for “good luck.” In Italy, Germany, Ireland and the 
U.S., people traditionally prepare beans and leafy greens, which are supposed to signify financial success. In Japan, the food of choice is 
long noodles, which signify hopes of a long life. In The Netherlands, Mexico and Greece, the New Year’s treat consists of a ringed cake or 
other confection, which signifies that the year has come “full circle.” 
Whether you decide to spend this evening every year with a special someone or eating a lucky food in front of the television watching the 
“ball drop,” it is interesting to consider how this holiday has such an impact on people the world over. No doubt, it is the hope for better times 
and a bright future that gives it such appeal.
This article is presented by Jim Ellis Chevrolet in Atlanta, Georgia

	  

HAPPY HOLIDAYS  -- HOPE TO SEE YOU AT A CLUB FUNCTION IN 2014...



6

C6 - vs - C7          Submitted by Ed Clark

I have been asked by a number of people (generally not Corvette or even car people)who know I am a Corvette enthusiast with now two 
old model Corvettes, how that “new car” compares in size and performance to the “newer old one” so I decided to look at the information 
on both having recently obtained the ’14 Sales Brochure. 

Not really knowing details beyond various magazines and GM saying it is overall better and has upgraded seats, I decided to try to improve 
my understanding.  As the “newer old one” is a Grand Sport C6 which is an upgraded suspension base car I decided to compare it to the 
Z51 optioned C7.  Here in summary form is the basic information I found from Chevrolet publications.  The list could be much longer getting 
into details of all sorts that most people who are not car oriented wouldn’t understand in all probability and the car guys/gals probably 
already know.

Subject         C6 Grand Sport w/manual C7 Z51 w/manual
Engine       LS3, 6.2 L V8   LT1, 6.2 L V8
 Bore and Stroke    4.06” x 3.62”   4.06” x 3.62”
 Compression Ratio   10.7 : 1    11.5 : 1
 Horsepower    436 @ 5900 rpm w/NPP  460 @ 6000 rpm w/NPP
 Torque (lb-ft)    428 @ 4600 rpm w/NPP  465 @ 4600 rpm w/NPP
 Redline     6500 rpm   6600 rpm
Axle Ratio     3.24 : 1    3.42 : 1
0 to 60 mph     3.95 sec   3.8 sec
¼  Mile      12.3 sec @ 117 mph  12.0 sec @ 119 mph
Skid Pad     1.0 g    1.03 g
Braking Distance, 60 mph to 0   113 ft    106 ft
Curb Weight     3330 lbs   3298 lbs
Weight Distribution    51/49    49/51
Drag Coefficient     0.34    0.29
Fuel Economy, mpg    16/26    17/29 
Manual Transmission    6 speed    7 speed
Wheelbase     105.7”    106.7”
Length      175.6”    176.9”
Width      75.9”    73.9”
Track, front/rear     63.5/62.5   63.0/61.7

There are still 10 available exterior colors with 8 carrying over from 2013 and two new ones, Supersonic Blue Metallic replaced with Laguna 
Blue Tintcoat and Inferno Orange Metallic being replaced with Lime Rock Green Metallic.  There are two new interior colors,  Kalahari  and 
Brownstone, with black, gray and red carrying over.

Bottom line: It is smaller, stronger, lighter weight, more fuel efficient, goes around corners better and stops quicker all of which are good.  
You may or may not think it looks better, I like it.

2013 Polar Bear Run  
The Georgia Triumph Association will be hosting the 2013 Polar Bear Run on Saturday, December 28th. In order to benefit ALS of Georgia in the fight 
against Lou Gehrigs Disease - the suggested donation is $10 per car. All car clubs and vehicles of all types are welcome!So get out of the house and run 
your favorite machine on a fun drive for a great cause!

Gather at Starbucks at the corner of Mansell Road and Highway 9: 10800 Alpharetta Highway • Roswell Market Place Shopping Center • Roswell, GA

Arrive at 8:15am for fellowship and tire kicking • Drivers Meeting: 9:00am • Depart: 9:15am
Description: We will offer two well-planned routes, both taking you along some nice country roads that wind their way to the Woodbridge Inn in Jasper, 
GA in time for lunch. Drive time is about 3 hours. A navigator is suggested as the routes are intricate! Thos wishing to dine at the Woodbridge Inn and 
Restaurant should call ahead for reservations: 706-253-6293.
Jasper, GA Area Hotels: The Woodbridge Inn - $75-$85 OR Dinner/Room Special for 2 at just $120! • 706-253-6293
   74 Ranch Bed and Breakfast - 706-692-0123
   Super 8 - 706-253-3297
   Microtel - 706-299-5500
Please contact Jim Orr with questions: 404-918-1134 or jorr@uppercutpromo.com
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It Takes a Village       Submitted by Dave Brownell

The older I get the more I have to learn.  I don’t know if that’s wisdom speaking or just giving in to the amount of stuff I ought to know.  
This is especially true when it comes to my dealings with automobiles and trucks.  Old cars may be simpler for me to fix, but they need 
fixing so much more than the newer ones, making it a King Solomon decision as to which I would rather deal with.  One thing is for 
certain, my early training in automotive mechanics is still a good basis for knowing what I can choose to undertake and what I should 
leave for the true mechanic experts.  Sometimes, I screw up that decision, too.

This brings me to my current thought that many of my auto problems are probably shared by others.  Hence, the proliferation of internet 
forums for owners and fans of various brands of cars that can count on me as a regular visitor.  Because our family fleet is diverse, I can 
count on the Land Rover Forum, the Corvette Forum, PackardInfo, Bimmer Forum (BMW), and a VW forum.  Each of these has a solid 
basis in problem identification and solutions but all seem to have personalities of their own.  For example, the Land Rover forums have 
an around the world participation that really reflects the difference in road conditions and use patterns.  Hearing the complaints of a newer 
Range Rover owner in Beverly Hills right next to a fellow keeping his old Land Rover alive in the jungles of Guatemala makes you reflect.  
The Rover in Abu Dabai in 120 degree heat might be also sold in Norway but both can learn from the other’s experience.  Strangely 
enough, the VW and the BMW forums seem to be uniquely North American in participants but both the Packard and 1954 Buick forums are 
truly international, even to the point of having their key moderators who live in Australia and Germany.  This must be a result of our foreign 
fans of old American cars feeling “out there, alone”.  But the worth of both of these sites has been immeasurably helpful for me because 
the lot of capable old car mechanics tend to have passed on to their reward.  The newer VW and BMW forums seem to be places where 
a problem with a car, and the dealer trying to fix it, are pushed onto a wider stage where others can view and comment.  I have revised 
my opinions of BMW and their nettlesome fuel pump issues across the entire range of their new cars to the point that I would think very 
hard about purchasing another.  The same may be true with Porsche when it comes to warranties.  I feel fortunate that most of our family’s 
issues with newer VWs have been minor to nonexistent, consistent with moderate drivers on the VW and Audi forums.

Now, for my favorite, it has to be the Corvette Forum.  This one allows you to have various levels of interests addressed by the “C-series” 
(I visit the C2, C4 and C6 General Interest sections weekly) and see myself reflected in many of the posts that show up.  While most of the 
forums are underwritten with targeted advertising to owners of the brand, this is not enough to curtail the comments about an unsatisfied 
customer of one of their products.  Even more importantly, General Motors must pay some employee to monitor the C6 and C7 sections 
daily for unhappy comments about their products or the dealer experience.  You can actually see quick action in some cases, and I am sure 
that The General uses the forums to spot early problems and sic their engineers into an investigation and possible solution.

So, unless you are content that you know it all about your cars, I would suggest taking a Google-look at your brand’s forum.  There’s often 
humor and fiction involved, so take some of it with some cautious doubting.  But it can also be addictive and I use the Search box on all of 
them before I undertake a repair, just to see how common the issue is, and how others have dealt with it.  The shortcuts and advice has 
proven invaluable many times.  Who would have thought that a Rover in the Arab Emirates would have exactly the same experience as 
mine in Georgia.  They must be brothers under the skin.  Thank goodness for the Forum sharing.  We are not alone, no matter what we drive.

I have seen it, for the second time in a month or so, again; a proud car collector begins selling his treasures so that the family members 
who will survive him don’t have to go through the trouble of disposing of them.  Or maybe it’s the fear that grieving spouses and children 
won’t have a clue to what they’re worth or how to sell them.  In both of my examples, these two owners had collected cars for over forty 
years and saw the sun setting on their own lives.  Both are men in their early seventies who currently appear to be fit and healthy, but who 
can also hear destiny’s clock ticking.  Neither of them have children who appear interested in taking on the collection put together by their 
father; although they recognize the care and attention he gave his cars.  Could it be that they subconsciously resent them?  Neither man 
has said this.
It’s not that I haven’t thought about the same thing at my house.  We still have cars that have been in the family for 46 years or more.  A 
few of them were bought new and several of them were so welcomed with fanfare when they came to us, I can remember the event quite 
clearly.  All of them were well cared for and became familiar in their own rite.  The oldest Corvette has been around us for 34 years and all 
of my five have driven and enjoyed it.  Much the same with the other three Corvettes, but that C2 is a special favorite of all of us.  If I were to 
meet my maker tomorrow, I have enough old nice cars to bestow on each of my children, plus a truck each, and to those who still don’t have 
enough, some special and unique cars on top of it.  Do any of them have the interest or ability to care for Dad’s legacy?  Well, that might be 
in some doubt.  Garage or storage space, mechanical interest and ability, the need to spend their earnings on other important things…all 
of this varies.  Two of my sons may be better mechanics than their father.  My one daughter is a more talented competitive driver than all of 
us, put together, and if she wasn’t time consumed by raising a family and managing a business, she’d give some famous women racers a 
good competing.  But how will my treasures get divided, or should I start the divestment now?  That’s what my two aforementioned friends 
are now dealing with.  I suppose, properly sold, the cash resulting from them would be easier for the heirs to manage.
So, as we venture into 2014, I will take a bit more time to enjoy the four Corvettes I currently have stewardship of, plus the BMW and 
Packard that no one else in the family seems to know what to do with.  I will hope that the Lord doesn’t call me for a bit more and my 
relatively good health continues.  But decision time will come for all of us.  Ultimately, it comes down to Sell Now or Play a bit Longer.  I 
will choose the later, enjoying them as my clock ticks away.  If I go sooner rather than later, then those of you who gather and watch the 
outcomes will be there to say how smart or foolish I was.  Who knows, if I wait long enough, and conditions are right, some of my kids may 
eventually catch Corvette Fever.  Waiting for Packard Fever might be much less certain.  Stay tuned.

Legacy Planning?                   Submitted by Dave Brownell
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The ten races of the 2013 American Le Mans Series are 
complete and Corvette Racing had another banner year with 
five race wins, three by car #3 and two by car #4. As a result 
of the racing successes the Team added five championships 
to their already significant list from prior years. They won 
the 2013 GT Drivers Championship with Antonio Garcia and 
Jan Magnussen driving car #3. Car #4 with Oliver Gavin and 
Tommy Milner came in 3rd.  Corvette Racing won the GT 
Team Championship and Chevrolet won the Manufacturers 
Championship.  
Adding to this list was both the Green Challenge GT 
Championship won by Chevrolet and the Michelin Green X 
Challenge won by car #3.  These two recognitions are awarded 
for a combination of being the fastest with the most efficient 
use of petroleum combined with cleanest emissions.  As 
a result of a fan vote, Jan Magnussen won the ALMS Most 
Popular Driver recognition as well.  This once again shows 
how well the Corvette Racing program performs with very 
tough competition.
This was the last year for the American Le Mans Series of races 
with the series as well as tracks including Road Atlanta sold 
and a new racing series formed under NASCAR ownership. 
The new United SportsCar Racing Series combines the ALMS 
with the Grand Am Rolex Sports Car Series into one sports 
car competition with most of the classes either maintained 
or combined which should provide great competition for 
sports car fans.  As of the Nov. 23 date I am writing this, there 
doesn’t appear to be much official word yet from Chevrolet/
Corvette Racing on the 2014 season but as usual a whole lot 
of speculation.  A C7 based race car has shown up a couple 
of times at Monterey and Daytona in front of crowds but with 
heavy black and white checkerboard camouflage so it seems 
the program will continue with a C7R.
On December 19, 2013 there was an announcement of the 
Corvette Teams drivers for the 2014 TUDOR and LeMans races.   
Car #3 will continue with Antonio Garcia and Jan Magnussen  

as the full season drivers with Ryan Brisco, of Indy Car and 
ALMS Prototype experience, joining them for the Rolex 24 at 
Daytona and the 12 hours of Sebring.  Oliver Gavin and Tommy 
Milner continue in the #4 car as the full time drivers with Robin 
Lydell, a very successful Camaro driver in the Rolex Sports 
Carr Series joining them for the same two season beginning 
races in Florida.  At the 24 hrs of LeMans, the two teams will 
have Jordan Taylor and Richard Westbrook returning to assist 
in that race.  
A whole bunch of renderings/guestimates/opinions have 
been published on the C7.R’s appearance with one recent 
one having a bit more basis of reality.  It showed a similar to 
the past yellow/black scheme with the “Jake”skull using the 
C7 emblem for eyes  integrated into it.  The official public 
presentation of the C7Rs will take place at Daytona on January 
3-5 during the test days for the 24hr race. We will see the real 
thing then short of another early internet official or unofficial 
photo release.
The camouflaged cars mentioned above show large flares 
over the tires, a much different diffuser under the back of the 
car, an enlarged vent behind the front wheels, side exhaust 
discharge and a different shaped grill opening from the street 
car.  The rear fender vents of the street car can’t be identified 
with the camo while the taillight vents can be seen.  
The number of teams announced to date seems to insure a 
lot of competition for the Corvettes next year and I hope 
the C7.R continues the success of the ALMS cars.  I haven’t 
seen anything yet on how the TUDOR United SportsCar 
Championship is going to handicap individual car makes for 
performance equalization.  I did see that the group that the 
Corvette C7.Rs will compete in will be able to use the tire 
manufacturer of their choice while all other groups/categories 
will run a specified manufacturer.  I also haven’t seen how the 
Daytona Prototype Corvette race cars will be labelled next 
year so we might have two very different Corvettes running in 
different classes in the same race next year.

Corvette Racing                           Submitted by Ed Clark



December & January 
Birthdays
 Joan Valentino ......................Dec. 12

 Susan Scheller ......................Dec. 15

 Charles Hawkins ...................Dec. 26

 Kelly Heaphy ........................Dec. 28

 Bob Matt ...............................Dec. 30

 Frank Merrifield ...................Dec. 31

 Rosie Todd  ............................ Jan. 4

 Bob Zrolka  ........................... Jan. 8

 Angela Barros ...................... Jan. 14

 Lynda Matt  ........................... Jan. 19

 Bill Davidson  ........................ Jan. 25
    FCOA Members  

 Eli Key ...................................Dec. 19

HAPPY BIRTHDAY Y’ALL!!

Corvette Restoration
Muscle Car Restoration

• 30 Years Experience •

• Frame on and off restorations
• Fiberglass repair
• Custom body work
• Paint-Base coat, Clear coat, Lacquer,
   Poly Urethane and Gel coat
• Engine rebuild
• Race prepared engines

• Transmissions
• Rear Ends
• Brakes and rotors
• Electical harness
• Re-chrome
• Upholstery installation
• Complete details

~~ NCRS Top Flight Bloomington Gold Specialists ~~

North GA Corvette & Marine
340 Ranchette Road • Alpharetta, GA 30004

770 475-2277 or 770 298-9946

ASK FOR CHRIS OR JIM

SERVICES INCLUDE:

15% off for Corvette Atlanta members
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December & January 
Anniversaries
 
 Scott & Ann Baize (28) .............. Dec. 14
 Don & Betty Parks (43) ............. Dec. 19
 Kent & Joan Valentino (35) ...... Dec. 24
 Chris & Martha Murphy (43) .... Jan. 14

  CONgRATULATION!!
Remember that this is a new feature in the newsletter. 
If you have not provided your info yet and want to be 

listed here, please submit your date to the editor! 

Web Sites:
Corvette Atlanta – www.corvetteatlanta.org
           - www.facebook.com/groups/CorvetteAtlanta/
NCCC – www.corvettesnccc.org
Southeast Region NCCC – www.ncccsouth.com
NCM – www.corvettemuseum.com



CHEVROLET

Proud Sponsor Of  Corvette Atlanta

2013

Family Owned and Operated Since 1971!

2013 Corvettes in stock and 
arriving daily.    Special pricing 
for club members (with mem-
bership card) on Corvettes, 
parts, accessories, and service.

Home of Georgia’s #1 certified 
Corvette Technician, David 
Fulcher.   
Home of Georgia’s premier 
Corvette sales specialist, 
Reggie Stagmaier.

Jim Ellis Chevrolet 5900 Peachtree Industrial Blvd. Chamblee, GA 30341

770.457.8211 www.jimellischevrolet.com


