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President’s Report
Dave Brownell
This note is about my recent car buying experiences, including some 
nice, some bad and some ugly.  Now that the economy is telling us 
that it’s okay to buy another car again, some of you might profit by my 
experience.  Your turn may be closer than you think.  First of all, only two 
people in the family really needed a new (or different) car.  Carol’s Taurus 
was coming up on eleven years and after 130K miles, some big things 
were looming possibilities.  Her mother had died recently and she was 
facing multiple 600 mile trips to Florida to care for her 91 year old father.  
The Taurus did not leave either of us with a “it can do it” feeling for the 
repeated trips that long term attention to him might entail.  

The other car purchase also had a problem that has plagued me for 
much of my adult life…I wanted a new car for myself.  This came to a boil 
when I brought my 2012 VW CC sedan in for its 30K mile free servicing.  
Nothing at all was wrong with the car, but a new 2013 VW GTI caught my 
eye as I was waiting.  Our family bought five 2012 VWs at that dealership 
last year, so they knew that David was easy pickin’s.  I was fatally hit 
when I asked them to run the numbers on the new GTI.  The salesman 
was the same guy who benefitted from two of those five cars last year, 
so those numbers quickly got resolved into reasonable.  So I left my 
sleek sedan behind and drove away in a sporty box with far less bells 
and automated whistles.  No automatic headlights or wipers, no infinitely 
adjustable ventilated seats, self-dimming mirrors or cornering headlights 
on the new car.  I may have to re-learn to drive and pay attention, but 
the new car smell and Tartan plaid upholstery makes up for all of that.  I 
don’t know what the current car count in my lifetime string of car buys is, 
but last time I looked, it was north of 130, so this experience continues 
the trend.

On a note that brings this saga closer to home, I wanted to justify my own 
purchase and satisfy Carol’s need by looking at a range of possibilities 
for her new car.  She was still in Florida, but I was here, ready to roll 
on a broad range of vehicles that I thought would fit her needs for a 
new, economical replacement car.  I think that I went to eleven dealers 
in the process, including brands for Toyota, VW, Hyundai, Nissan and 
Chevrolet.  My VW guy was surprised to see me the very next day, 
shopping for another white car.  Alas, he could not come within pricing 
range.  If you haven’t shopped recently for a new car, there are thousands 
of new salespeople ready to pounce.  Unfortunately, their sales training 
may exceed their product knowledge. The litmus test that I used was 
“Does this car have a CVT, dual clutch or torque converter transmission?  
”Their first question was often “What kind of payment are you looking 
for?” instead of what car are you interested in or what are your needs. 

While out shopping, I included the Jim Ellis family group of dealers, 
including Chevy,VW and Hyundai.  They seemed to have their sales 
force better trained to ask the correct questions (visiting eleven dealers 
in a one day old car makes for unusual and quick work) and give the 
right responses for their products.  When I got to Jim Ellis Chevy, I felt 
that I had come home.  First, I was quickly recognized and greeted by 
Mark Frost and his sales manager.  The fact that I was wearing my 
Jim Ellis Corvette Atlanta shirt might have helped.  The sales manager 
steered me to our familiar Reggie Stagmaier and we quickly identified 
the correct Chevy Cruze sedan for Carol’s need.  The calendar timing 
for all sorts of discounts was right, and when the calculations were over, 
I felt that we had the right car and a much better bottom line than I had 
anticipated.  Perhaps this was a fluke shown to the president of their 
sponsored Corvette club, but I would think that the same treatment might 
also extend to you.  

As an aside, Georgia’s new replacement for the “birthday” ad valorem 
tax is another benefit.  Not only does it relieve us of that yearly tax 
and it’s still calculated on the difference between trade-in and new car, 
but it reflects rebates and discounts before the uniform (.065 percent 
statewide) is calculated.  That’s something that keeps on giving, each 
time a birthday and tax bill comes.

All in all, I am now even more less needed as a family mechanic with all 
of these new(er) cars hanging around the house.  Not to mention a bit 
poorer.  But we’re reliable for at least the next 100 thousand miles!  And I 
won’t tell Mark Frost or Reggie about my son’s need to replace his Chevy 
Tahoe with over 300,000 miles.  That’s up to him.  The new C7 Corvettes 
for me may be another matter.
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Consistently ranked among the top National Council of Corvette 
Clubs (NCCC) affiliated clubs, we are active in a variety of Corvette 
enthusiast endeavors – such as club social activities, road rallyes, car 
shows, displays & amateur competitive solo driving – we try to have a 
good time in everything we do!

If you think owning & driving a Corvette is something special & you like 
being around others who feel the same way, please consider joining 
our club.

Club meetings are held the 1st Tuesday of each month. For more 
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Competition Report  
Don Parks, VP-Competition

Past Competition Events:

Aug. 17-18 - 14 Low Speed Autocrosses - Grissom AFB, IN. There were 
60 drivers participating in these events. Weather was great, course was 
different and challenging, fellowship was good and dinner Saturday night 
was ‘delish and filling!!

Aug. 24 - 6 Low Speed Autocrosses - St. Augustine, FL. The course was 
fun as usual (mini road course) and picture perfect weather. We were 
done by noon and headed south to spend the rest of the weekend with 
Corvette family in Tavares.

Aug. 31 - Sept. 2 - 21 Low Speed Autocrosses - Knoxville, TN. Great 
course set up for the weekend - lots of challenge. Some of the points 
chasers joined us for the fun. Loads of fun - sorry you missed it!!
Upcoming Competition Events:

September and October have several opportunities to test your driving 
skills. Here are the places that we plan to attend:

 Sept. 21-22 - 14 Low Speed Autocrosses - Grissom AFB, IN
 Sept. 28-29 - 14 Low Speed Autocrosses - Greenville, SC
 Oct. 5-6 - 14 Low Speed Autocrosses - Greenville, SC
 Oct. 12-13 - 14 Low Speed Autocrosses - Nashville, TN
 Oct. 19-20 - 14 Low Speed Autocrosses - St. Augustine, FL
 Oct. 26-27 - 14 Low Speed Autocrosses - Brooksville, FL

Remember - participating in the Southeast Region events helps the club 
earn points towards the National competition as well as you earns points 
towards the Club’s points standings. Consult the NCCC website for the 
complete list of National events.

Editorial Reflections
Betty Parks, Editor
Wow - I thought the summer flew by but September has been even quicker!! We’re traveling every weekend now so any time at home is very 
precious.  Luckily we got home in time to celebrate Chase’s (our 4 year old grandson) birthday. Anything Lego, especially with wheels, is perfect 
for him and his brother. Hope this love for cars and trucks will continue into adulthood! Corvettes are awesome cars to them...

The monthly Saturday Night Out dinners continue to be very successful. Mark your calendar for the annual road trip to the Hutchinson’s mountain 
home in October. Remember there are several autocross locations within a couple of hours drive - Knoxville, TN; Nashville, TN; Huntsville, AL; 
Greenville, SC - as well as St. Augustine, FL. Remember -- there’s something for everyone -- you just need to decide how to spend your time!!

Thanks all the articles and photos in this month’s edition.  David Morgan, Dan Nugent, Amy Parker, and Lisa DeKalb provided input along with 
Dave Brownell and Ed Clark. Please don’t forget that this is the club’s newsletter - contributions from its members are imperative to keep it going. 

Your continued support for getting your newsletter articles and photos to us by the middle of each month will be greatly appreciated. I will do my 
part to get the newsletters put together before we leave for the weekends. 

Membership Report   Betty Parks for Joel Forman, VP-Membership

As we enter the fall, our membership numbers continue to be stuck at 85. New members joining now will be automatically renewed for 
2014 membership, which means their membership will be free for next year. Such a bargain!! 
Invoices for 2014 club dues will be distributed at the October meeting (10/1) with payment due no later than the November meeting (11/5). 
If you’re not at the October meeting, your invoice will be mailed to you. As in the past, you will have the opportunity to support the club’s 
100% effort with the NCCC/National Kidney Foundation by purchasing a raffle ticket with your renewals. Your $10 donation goes to NKF 
to promote their Organ Donor Awareness Program. 
Should you make the decision to not rejoin the club in 2014, please let Joel or me know. Communications will make the renewal process 
easier if we know your intentions.

2013 CA Point Standing
Don Parks, VP-Competition

2013 club points has been tabulated through the September 
Saturday Nite Out:
 
• Top 5 Point Positions* so far include the following:
           #1 - 120 points - Nancy Morgan (17 events)
           #2 - 109 points - Jack Filippone, Stephanie Strauss (25
           events)

#3 - 97 points - Ed Clark (20 events) 
#4 - 67 points - Mike Heaphy, Frank Merrifield, Amy 
Parker (17 events)
#5 - 64 points - Bob Zrolka (16 events)

* Remember 2013 CA elected officers are exempt from earning 
club points.
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Activities - Saturday Night Out
Nancy Morgan

The “Saturday Night Out” for dinner activity for the upcoming 
months are listed below:
• Sept. 21st - The Greater Good Barbecue - 5:30pm
         4431 Hugh Howell Rd. - Tucker
• Oct. 19th - Nemoe’s Tavern & Grill - 5:30pm
       6025 Peachtree Pkwy. - Norcross
Remember there will be a sign-up sheet passed around at the club 
meeting and if you can’t be there, you can call me 404-294-0633 or 
email me ncmorgan1@att.net. I’ll be glad to put you on the list and 
give you all the details. 



	
Calendar of Events
September 2013
   1 Caffeine & Octane Gathering, Alpharetta
   1-2 14 Low Speed Autocrosses - Knoxville, TN*
   3 CA General Meeting – O’Charley’s Restaurant, Tucker*
   7 Galaxy Diner Cruise-In, Chamblee 
 13-14 National NCCC meeting - St. Louis, MO
 14 Tucker Cruise-In, Tucker (last one for season)
 17 CA Board Meeting – Blue Ribbon Grill, Tucker
 21 Saturday Night Out . . . -  The Greater Good Barbecue, Tucker*
 21 6 Low Speed Autocrosses, St. Augustine, FL
 21-22 14 Low Speed Autocrosses, Grissom AFB, IN
 28-29 14 Low Speed Autocrosses, Greenville, SC
October 2013
   4-6 Vette Fest, Gatlinburg, TN
   5 Galaxy Diner Cruise-In, Chamblee (last one for season)
   5-6 14 Low Speed Autocrosses - Greenville, SC
   6 Caffeine & Octane Gathering, Alpharetta
   8 CA General Meeting– O’Charley’s Restaurant, Tucker* 
12-13 14 Low Speed Autocrosses - Nashville, TN*
 15 CA Board Meeting – Blue Ribbon Grill, Tucker
 19 Saturday Night Out . . . - Nemoe’s Tavern & Grill, Norcross*
 19-20 14 Low Speed Autocrosses - St. Augustine, FL
 26 Road Trip to Hutchinson’s Mountain home*
 26-27 14 Low Speed Autocrosses - Brooksville, FL
November 2013
   2-3 14 Low Speed Autocrosses - Huntsville, AL*
   3 Caffeine & Octane Gathering, Alpharetta
   5 CA General Meeting – O’Charley’s Restaurant, Tucker*
   8-9 National NCCC meeting - St. Louis, MO
 16 Saturday Night Out . . . - Maggiano’s Little Italy, Dunwoody*
 16-17 14 Low Speed Autocrosses - Knoxville, TN*
 19 CA Board Meeting – Blue Ribbon Grill, Tucker
 23-24 14 Low Speed Autocrosses - St. Augustine, FL
 28-12/1 10 High Speed Autocrosses - Roebling Road Raceway*

* denotes events that are sanctioned for Club points

NCM Report
Ed Clark, NCM Ambassador

The Museum just completed the first raffle of a 2014 Stingray coupe 
with a drawing on Friday, August 30, 2013.  The 1000 available 
raffle tickets sold out well before the drawing date.  This was the 
first time in a while that a sellout occurred which shows how much 
interest the new Stingray has generated even with ticket prices of 
$200 each.  The winner was an individual from Kentucky who had 
ticket #199.  A build your own 2014 raffle will be starting soon with 
an proposed ticket price of $150.
I have found that the monthly Corvette pictures offered by the Mu-
seum which have a calendar overlay make a nice background on 
my computer screen.  The pictures are of professional quality and 
often appear to be something provided by GM.  They become avail-
able on the first of each month and can be downloaded from the 
NCM home page without cost.  They are available in several sizes 
so one can be selected that will work with most common monitor 
resolutions.  On the home page click on specs/downloads and then 
on monthly calendar.  While there look at the other available free 
downloads which might be of interest to you.
There are still a few acres available in the Motorsports Park if you 
are interested in becoming a member of the One Acre Club, but 
they are going fast.  Don’t miss out on this opportunity if you have 
interest.  Remember that you can make payments on your commit-
ment over several years.  The construction is moving along well at 
this point with much of the site cleared and grading underway for 
the buildings, roads and track.  Be sure to have a look during your 
next visit to the NCM.
Did you know that there is a way to formally give the NCM feed-
back if you have attended one of their events?  Your comments will 
give them an understanding of what can be done better especially if 
something didn’t measure up to your expectations.  Go to “Events” 
on the home page   (www.corvettemuseum.org ) and scroll down to 
“Event Survey” to answer questions and provide your thoughts and 
suggestions
Tours of the assembly plant have restarted on a limited basis for 
those people with the Museum Delivery Option when buying a 2014 
model or the Buyers Experience offered by the Museum.  Photo al-
bums of your car being assembled are also available again through 
the Museum.  I have not seen any specific information on public 
tours becoming available yet but the plant manager has indicated 
as soon as possible and rumors (THE INTERNET NEVER LIES) 
are the end of September is expected.  Once they have started, I 
will see if there is interest in another club visit/volunteer day trip by 
our members.
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Veterans Day Parade    Submitted by Dan Nugent
Corvette Atlanta will lead the 32th annual Veterans Day Parade through the downtown Atlanta streets on Saturday, November 9, 2013. The 
assembly area and parade route will be essentially the same as last year and Corvettes will be lining-up on the side street at the end of West 
Peachtree Street facing Peachtree Street no later than 10:00 AM.   Final staging directions and parade route information will be provided at least 
a week before the event.  This year’s parade theme is to honor our Veterans who served during the Korean War.
Although convertibles are preferred, coupes with tops removed are welcome since we need at least 25 Corvettes to accommodate the various 
parade officials and dignitaries.  Fixed-roof coupes (mid-years & ZO6 ) could be used for carrying miscellaneous Veterans if you would like to 
be in the parade.  We can always use extra Corvettes for the “Walk-ons” or extra parade officials.  Corvette Atlanta and Classic Glass Corvette 
Club have collaborated for many years on this event in order to provide the required number of Corvettes. 
The parade is always a great opportunity for club members to participate in this special event with their Corvettes on display while honoring our 
veterans.   After delivering the dignitaries to the reviewing stand at the end of the parade we will go to Manuel’s Tavern at the intersection of 
North Ave. and Highland Ave. for a group lunch.
Please save the date and plan to participate in this Patriotic and enjoyable event.  There will be a sign-up sheet at the October 1 meeting or you 
can send me an e-mail at danug@comcast.net. 

2014 Club Dues must 
be paid by November 
5th to avoid late fee.
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September Caffeine & Octane    
Submitted by Ed Clark
The C&O event had another huge turnout on Sunday, September 1 and for those late arrivers like me who got there about 6:45 am, parking spaces 
were nearly all gone.  Larry Vaitkus and Tony Williams apparently got to the lot sometime Saturday evening as they were on the front row.  The 
club also had Dan Nugent, Dave Brownell, Ron Rotondi, Joel Forman and Future Corvette Owners of America member Charlie Clark in attendance 
with his dad Andy.  For an event with a suggested starting time of 8:00 am, the large attendance has caused the car displayers to get there earlier 
every month.  I didn’t hear an estimated attendance but it must have been close to the previous month’s estimate of 1500 or so.
Stacie Clark, my daughter, got there as a spectator at 7:15 and had to park in a nearby field while grandson Charlie Clark’s dad parked well away 
in the Home Depot lot down the street at about 9:00 am.  All this says two things: it is a fun event for car lovers with lots to see and even getting 
there as a spectator at 9 am, you can still find parking within a reasonable walk.
There were a few unusual cars there this time including a 1925 Rolls Royce and the Russian astronaut recovery boat made a late arrival.  Quite 
a few Corvettes were spread around the main parking area including Dan’s silver ’63, a ’61, a ’65, a ’66, a ‘67and a ’69 making up the C1-C3 
generations.  There were a couple of C4’s and a large number of C5’s and C’6s.  Cars from nearly all manufactures were in attendance from the 
‘50s through current models.  The Lambos, Ferraris and Porsches were all there in good numbers as were the BMWs, Minis and AMG model 
Mercedes. Of note were three nearly identical red 1960 Impalas, all of which had 4 speed floor shifters and looked showroom fresh.
If you haven’t made an effort to participate in this event or even attend as a spectator you should give it a try.  The people are friendly and for the 
most part car people who like to talk about the vehicles that are there and the ones that got away from them.  If you have some question about 
what a vehicle is or if it is modified from original or if it has some special feature only made on Thursdays in 1962, we have a resident expert in our 
club who can help you out with an answer – Dave B.  
I have been offering an opportunity to kids who are preteen to get in my car and sit behind the steering wheel while friends or parents take pictures.  
Most quickly say yes and offer many thanks when leaving. This has been one way to get them to put down their iphone for a minute and really look 
at a car while their companions use other phones/cameras to snap pictures.  Maybe it is a start toward separation of a kid from their electronics if 
only for a minute or two. Give it a try,  I think you will enjoy the experience as well.



August Saturday Night Out...
Photos from Lisa Dekalb
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Shop Day          Submitted by Dan Nugent

Our next Shop Day is scheduled for 9 AM Saturday, October 5 at Jim Ellis Chevrolet’s Service Center.  For new members that may not have 
participated in Shop Day, this is an unique opportunity to bring your Corvette to the renown Corvette Technician , David Fulcher, to assist you in 
performing routine maintenance, trouble shooting problems, and inspecting your Corvette for potential safety or mechanical/electrical problems.   
This extraordinary service is provided by our sponsor at no cost to you except for any parts or materials (fluids, filters, etc,) required.
Corvette Atlanta’s Shop Days are also intended to be a great learning opportunity for those who want to learn more about the technical aspects of 
Corvette from a true expert who is comfortable working on every model Corvette, regardless of age.  So even if you don’t need any work done on 
your car, come to the event and see what work is being done and learn more about your own Corvette.
Jim Ellis Chevrolet has a policy (for insurance purposes) that requires all vehicles in the shop to have a Repair Order on file.  This also applies 
to employees working on their own cars and will apply to Corvette Atlanta members bringing their Corvettes to any Shop Day.  It will be a simple 
procedure of checking in with one of the service writers to register your project or diagnosis desired.  If there are any parts needed from the parts 
department (you are expected to provide your own fluids and known parts required in advance) they can be charged to the work order at the 
Corvette Atlanta special discount.  
As usual, in order to allow David and myself to plan and schedule the various projects to accommodate all the members, advance registration for 
Shop Day is required.   Please send me an e-mail at danug@comcast.net stating: name, year/model Corvette, work or diagnosis desired and any 
special requests.  There are no advance appointment times given so plan on spending the morning at the event and enjoy the opportunity to learn 
about Corvette technology and socialize with fellow members and Jim Ellis Chevrolet employees.  Please submit your registrations to me no later 
than Tuesday, Oct 1 (our next meeting date).
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Slappis Papis             Submitted by Amy Parker

Kelly has moved to Charlotte with Mike Skeen, a young up & coming professional race car driver. He grew up racing carts, and went to GA Tech 
for a year or so to study mechanical engineering and decided he wanted to drive cars more than build them and got into full time racing. He’s done 
very well on the World Challenge circuit, driving on the streets of St. Petersburg and Toronto as well as great race courses. He’s been driving the 
Hawk Performance Corvette for the most part, so he’s welcome to our group!

Labor Day weekend, Skeen had the opportunity to drive a Chevy pickup truck in a NASCAR race in Canada. Kelly flew up there with him on a 
NASCAR plane earlier in the week for practices. The race was broadcast live on Sunday the 1st and was really exciting, with Skeen maintaining 
good position throughout. Nearing the end, Max Papis managed to squeeze past Skeen to take 3rd. He had been following Skeen and bumping 
his rear for several laps before he got past, which we were watching on Papis’s in-truck camera broadcast on the network feed. At the very end of 
the race, Ty Dillon was running on fumes, trying to keep his car in first going across the finish line. As he came around the last turn, Chase Elliot 
(Bill’s son) cut inside and knocked Dillon across the track and took over first place.

Just behind them, Skeen, now in third instead of fourth as a result of the wreck, was making a move inside Papis and had pulled ahead when Papis 
bumped his left rear, sending him spinning off the track and into Dillon. There is a video with pretty good coverage of this here:

http://motorsportstalk.nbcsports.com/2013/09/01/last-lap-incidents-lead-to-post-race-chaos-for-nascar-trucks/

Needless to say, there was a lot of adrenaline flowing on the track at this point! Instead of 2nd and 3rd place podium finishes, it ended with Papis 
in 6th and Skeen in 13th. They proceeded around the track after crossing the finish line, with most of this being off of the broadcast. Papis had 
pulled to the side of the track, and waited for Skeen, and pulled next to him and was screaming wildly at Skeen in Italian and making a series of 
gestures, from flipping Skeen off to the Italian hand equivalent of this. Of course there is a lot more video if you want to look for it. You can find the 
in-truck from Papis’s camera that shows his contact with Skeen. In the clip above, at 3:26 or so into the video, you can see Papis slamming his 
truck into Skeen after the race on the cool down lap, trying to shove him off the track. This video has bad sound, but at about :20 you see an angry 
German Quiroga being restrained by a crew, and about :31 you can see Papis “discussing things” on the post-race lap with Skeen.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xBnzTTM1VFw

Another issue “reported” but not clarified was that supposedly someone tried to pull Papis out of his truck.  What really happened is that after the 
“cool down”, Papis pulled into the pits and was still yelling out the window at Skeen and had not turned his engine off. The person who leaned in 
the window reached across Papis and hit the kill switch on the dash, and did not in any way try to touch Papis. Skeen was trying to talk to Papis 
just after this, and Papis kept screaming in Italian, so Skeen went back to the trailer to change. Papis got out of the truck after Skeen left, and 
garnered a following of media, and began spewing forth insults that Skeen was “known for his unsportsmanship conduct” and poor driving. 

Kelly was there at the time, and this did not sit well with her. She had a few (off camera) words with Papis, and Max got down in her face and yelled 
at her, which she took rather personally. Although none of the “crew” seemed to think anything of this, two separate cameramen for FoxSports 
followed her - there are shots from two angles, LOL! Kelly let him have it with the best Katie Scarlett O’Hara I’ve seen in a long time. 

A bit of background - Papis is Italian and is married to Emerson Fittipaldi’s daughter, Tatiana, who tweeted that she was “amused” by the slap. 
Papis is the one with the reputation for poor sportsmanship and aggressive driving. To make this all the more interesting, the Papis’s live about 
half a mile from Skeen.

I was watching the coverage and I saw it coming. I had enough time to yell OH S*** before she nailed him. Mike looked up and saw it on the TV 
but did not process who it was, LOL, but I knew before she turned around. I called Megan, who extracted some stills from her DVR which we 
posted on Kelly’s FB page before half an hour had passed. LOL, Mike asked me if I thought he’d be able to see a video of that somewhere other 
than Megan’s DVR.

Meanwhile, Kelly went back to join Skeen in the trailer. Papis decided that his jaw was “dislocated” and took a NASCAR official over to Skeen’s 
trailer for reasons that have never been mentioned by anyone. When he got there, Kelly was on the steps to the trailer, and Papis, exhibiting not 
terribly good sense, decided that he was going to go in the trailer, and dragged her down the steps to try to get inside. Skeen’s crew saw this, as 
did the NASCAR official. Kelly had numerous bruises on her right shoulder, thigh, arm, and knee from this. I saw the bruises when she was here 
a week later, on the 8th. Skeen was inside the trailer and his people kept him there. Papis has since decided that he doesn’t speak English and 
“dislocated” was a bad choice of words - he meant to say “sore”, and since Kelly had to reach waaaaaay up there to slap him, he came off as a 
bit of a wuss. He continued to milk the publicity, spewing insults at Skeen, who remained pretty quiet about it all, other than to state that Papis 
had laid hands on Kelly afterwards. Kelly turned down requests to appear on CNN with Papis - they tracked an active email of hers down within 
6 hours, LOL! NASCAR has totally ignored Papis’s actions, while suspending Kelly and fining her $2500. So far no one has paid her fine, nor has 
she received a bill, but if it should become an issue, we are going to ask everyone who supports her to send NASCAR a check for $10.

Most of the coverage of Kelly is very flattering :) since there is nothing but nice things in her past.  http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sport/othersports/
article-2409715/Watch-NASCAR-driver-Max-Papis-slapped-face-rivals-girlfriend-crash--VIDEO.html

She even had her very own (poorly spelled) bio generated!

http://fabwags.com/kelly-heaphy-nascar-driver-mike-skeens-girlfriend-photos/

While I don’t think slapping the crap out of Papis was a best choice in the matter, I think NASCAR’s decision to ignore what Papis did to her later 
is an even poorer choice.



This will have been my third road trip with Joel Forman to Corvettes at Carlisle, the largest all Corvette show on the East Coast.  
According to the show’s stats, there were at least 5,000 Corvettes in attendance.  This is truly a wonderful event with something to do 
and see different each year, plus, renewing friendships from other years past.  The show takes place at the 55 acre Carlisle fairground, 
and is well organized, by the local citizens.  Obviously, the local community makes a whole lot of money in the three days, as all hotels 
and motels are filled, and all food places have waiting lines for any meal.  Everywhere you drive, you see all years, colors, special 
editions, etc of Corvettes.  
This year, to be different, Joel drove his “new to him, but slightly used” 2011 Jaguar 4 door sedan. The new Jags are beautiful to look 
at and wonderful to either ride or drive.  These are not the old English Jags, with known electrical problems, or even Ford Jags, these 
at now TaTa Jags, built still in England, but owned by Indian company.  Joel’s car has 385 HP and can pass any vehicle, easily, even 
going up the steep grades in North Caroline heading over the mountains into Virginia.  I enjoyed my time sharing the driving very much!
Once we arrived at Carlisle, Thursday AM, we met Joel’s long time friends from Boston, who are vendors of old, original specialty parts.  
Dave Strickland is an NCRS certified car judge, and knows more trivia info about Corvettes than I can believe. His partner, Kevin Powers 
is also a walking encyclopedia of parts numbers for old Corvettes.  They are both involved with street rods, also, so Joel’s friends are 
really great Car Guys.  We use their two stalls, complete with tent for shelter, chairs for rest, and ice chests with drinks for refreshments, 
and lots of good old fashioned manly BS for never ending entertainment. From their location, we walked over the whole fair grounds, 
many, many times, and still didn’t see all there was to see.
Each year’s show has a different theme or special cars on display.  This year’s featured was the famed 1963, first year for the C-2’s.  In 
the main exhibit hall were a number of special ‘63’s:
1.  “Astroid”, a one of a kind, “63 special ordered as a “paint delete” by a then famous race boat person, Bob Nordskog.  Car was 
delivered straight to King of Custom cars, George Barris, for a full custom treatment and special paint job.  The paint was a heavy copper 
metallic and was dazzling.  The 327 inch motor was bored and stroked to 352 inches and was running a chromed ram log manifold with 
six two-barrel carbs.  According to printed info, car ran in mid 12’s at drag strip in its early days.  It is still a stunning example of a full 
custom car.
2.  “Corvette Rodine Concept Car”- the world’s only steel bodied Corvette.  It uses a ‘63 frame and FI 327 inch motor, the Pininfarina 
Company of Italy designed a special one-of-one steel body for the Paris Auto Show, in 19963.  It was on display since then, until 2008, 
at the Pininfarina Museum in Turin, Italy.  It looked somewhat like an early Avanti to me, and was beautiful.
3. Another one-of-one car was a ‘63 Split window coup, also built for some international auto show, in Europe. This was a right hand 
drive car!!   Yep, it looked just like Bob Mossey’s dark blue paint, black interior, but was laid out with complete right hand drive.  It was 
strange to look at, something just didn’t seem right!
4. There were several special ‘63 race cars of note on display. My favorite was a race car owned by tire maker Mickey Thompson and 
driven by none other than Junior Johnson. The car was a full fledged example of best cheater wins, as it had plexiglass windows all 
around, and had the first ever 427 inch motor installed in a Corvette.  The car won its maiden race in early 1963 with a top speed of 164+ 
mph.  I actually remember car magazines writing about this car and calling the motor a “mystery 427 motor” as no one knew about such 
motors in 1963.

Of course the big draw of this year’s show was the GM Engineering Team which brought a fleet of every color of new C7 Stingrays.  I 
WANT ONE!  This car far surpasses any Corvette I had ever seen for style, fit and finish.  The huge crowds were allowed to get into the 
cars, open and close the hoods and asked the engineers as many questions as possible.  GM really went all out to make this introduction 
a special event.  The new green metallic was dazzling in bright sunlight and the headlight assembles look like polished jewels.  The new 
cars are being shipped to the dealers now, so be sure to go to Jim Ellis Chevy and ask Reggie for a ride in his personal new car.  
Dan and Carolyn Nugent were also in attendance this year, so get their opinion of this year’s show and the introduction of the C7 
Stingray.  You can also go to CorvettesatCarlise.com and see more of the event yourself. Joel and I already have the August 22-24, 2014 
Corvettes at Carlisle event on our calendars.  It is a wonderful trip for a die hard Corvette fan.
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Over the 32 years that “Corvettes at Carlisle” has been in 
existence it evolved into the largest and premier Corvette annual 
event attracting cars, vendors, and spectators from all around 
the country and beyond.  Located at the large fairgrounds 
outside the historic and charming town of Carlisle, PA, it is a 
long day’s drive (670 miles) for me. But sharing the drive and 
experience with a friend or spouse makes it a wonderful long 
weekend.  Although I don’t go every year, I knew that 2013 was 
a year I couldn’t miss with all the excitement surrounding the 
introduction of the new C-7 Corvette “Stingray” and the 50th 
anniversary of the original 1963 Corvette “Sting Ray”.

Carolyn decided to join me this year to not only see why Carlisle 
is such a special event but also to see some old friends from the 
Bay State Corvette Club (Massachusetts) that we belonged to 
before relocating to Atlanta in 1976.  We stayed 30 miles south of 
Carlisle in Chambersburg, PA on Friday where we rendezvoused 
with a BSCC couple that we have kept in contact with through 
many ski trips and Corvette events together over the years and 
I had met up with Tom at Carlisle several times before.  They 
are still very active Corvette enthusiasts as are the other “old” 
members we also saw at the show who have all relocated away 
from the Boston area.  I think it proves that an addiction to 
Corvettes is a lifelong condition that needs no cure!

We arrived early at the show on Saturday morning and headed 
straight for the GM tent to beat the big crowd expected.  There 
was a dazzling display of multiple C-7 pre-production model 
coupes (no convertibles available at the time) in 9 of the 10 colors 
available (all but black).  We were able to sit in any of them and 
talk to the 19 Corvette engineers and plant personnel on hand 
to answer questions and to present brief group presentations 
about the many unique design and performance features of the 
C-7.  All were very enthusiastic and proud of their new generation 
Corvette and happy to see the interest and excitement of all the 
discerning Corvette aficionados. Throughout the day I counted 
16 C-7s (on loan for the day) being displayed at various vendor 
locations.

Knowing that time was short to see the highlights of the massive 
fairground vendor and Corvette displays we tore ourselves away 
from the GM tent and walked through some of the hundreds 
of vendor spaces as well as Corvettes for sale areas.  Since I 
wasn’t looking for any parts this year, I was able to focus on 
the cars being displayed.  There were many high quality classic 
Corvettes for sale with the C-1 and C-2 generations getting the 
most attention.  Posted prices seemed high but who knows 
what the actual selling prices were?  

The weather was ideal and we made good progress walking 
through the show.  Eventually we reached the special display 
that I was eager to see.  There were sixty-three ‘63s lined-up in 
a long row opposite each other in a somewhat random fashion, 
although some colors were grouped together.  Some were NCRS 
near perfect cars; others were nice drivers, customs, and race 
cars.  There were more split window coupes than convertibles 
and many rare options and color combinations.  I had to go back 
for a second look before leaving the show knowing that I would 
never have another opportunity to scrutinize and appreciate so 
many ‘63s at one time!  There was also a special “Best of 1963” 
display in a building where the show sponsor had assembled 
a dozen rare and famous owner/driver 1963 Corvettes that was 
spectacular!

After visiting with our old friends in the club parking area 
where several thousand spectator Corvettes were parked 
on a hill overlooking the fairgrounds, we decided to go to 
downtown Carlisle for much needed cold beverages and food 
in preparation for viewing the traditional Corvette parade 
through the downtown area at 7:00 PM.  There were hundreds 
(who was counting?) parade registered Corvettes of all years 
and descriptions in this annual event with spectators lining 
the streets for several blocks.  The big surprise was that all 
the GM C-7 display Corvettes lead the parade to the cheers 
and excitement of the crowd.  What a great way to end a most 
memorable day at “Corvettes at Carlisle”!
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What’s Important May Have Changed     Dave Brownell
I think that it was the Cotton Council that advertised as “The Fabric of Our Lives”, meaning that it was the stuff that held Americans together.  For 
many of us it was the car that was the binding agent of the post-WW II generations.  We watched our parents save the money and do the debating 
on what to buy and we couldn’t wait for our turn to do the same when we were old enough.  We knew that the kind of car we drove often was a 
way we could announce who we were, just as soon as we pulled up.  If we drove, out of necessity, a car we didn’t like, we could, through hard work 
and diligence, do it better in time.  We also knew that other things ought to come before that car purchase.  Perhaps it was a house, providing for a 
growing family, or paying your own way through an education process.  For many of us, it was time that was spent in the military that altered the car 
decision process.  Most of us can remember the trading off process that went into planning and buying those first few cars that we still remember 
so clearly decades later.  Some of them we loved and some we didn’t.  Still, cars were a big part of our own maturation process.  Many of us still 
have a ways to go.  As for me “Dad’s Last Car” is still an opportunity that I like to think is a far off concept.

Looking around at the crowds that gather at the monthly Caffeine and Octane parking lots, you’d think that the love affair with cars is still alive and 
well.  The August C&O show apparently was the biggest one yet for the organizers with an estimated 1,500 cars on display.  As I have said in the 
past, these gatherings have separate waves of people:  First are the Car Guys (maybe a few women, but it’s mostly testosterone that early on 
a Sunday morning that drives them).  They are usually mid to older guys who take pride in whatever they’ve brought and enjoy the camaraderie 
of hanging out with others of their type.  The next wave of spectators includes women (wives, girlfriends and daughters) and people with dogs.   
There’s no telling what they showed up in because their cars are parked in a far-off lot.  They’re there to look and appreciate what showed up with 
the guys who got there earlier.  Finally, say about nine, come the families with children.  Chances are, many of those kids didn’t want to do this but 
Dad and Mom insisted and there they are while their friends at home are doing something else that is much cooler.

Watch the faces of the six to fourteen year old kids, the ones who were trapped into attending.  For many, they’re not even looking at the cars 
that the parents are pointing to.  They’re watching the clothes and the dogs that came with the earlier wave of people.  Some of the younger folk 
are busy with their smartphones and tablets.  Some of these electronic kids might be engaged enough to snap a photo of a really unusual car or 
display, but for the most part, they’re bored.  The fabric of their lives has changed.  Instead of wanting that driver’s license, they want a newer phone 
so they can be connected better and have access to smarter apps.  Facebook and Twitter are the new ways to cruise with your friends.  Besides, 
it takes lots more money to buy a car and insure it than it once did, so why bother.  If you have to actually go someplace, then someone will drive 
you.  This may be the end result of the Soccer Mom generation for the over committed kid with dozens of afterschool activities.  For some kids, 
wanting a car is almost environmentally sinful; they pollute and cause economic chaos in their world, so why bother unless you have to?

I relish hanging out with my Corvette friends at the C&O shows, but my own children (ages 28 to 42) have never attended.  They used to be much 
more car enthusiastic than they are now, but the magic seems to be disappearing rather steadily.  The thought of inheriting one of my classics or 
a Corvette is no longer a topic of discussion.  It will probably happen someday, but no one seems to care that much.  My wanting  my father’s 57 
Chevy Bel Air was so strong that the embers still can be flamed whenever I see one, but not them.  Their children are young, much involved in 
sports, and can run rings around many computer engineers my age.  Do they doodle and draw cars and airplanes?  No, they’d rather dream about 
Superheros rather than Super Cars.

I don’t know what to do about it other than showing my continued enthusiasm and offers to attend car shows.  Both my children and grandchildren 
have witnessed my enjoyment when I’m working on family cars, but things are increasingly electronically off-limits.  Luckily, I still have the older 
cars, the ones that don’t look like everything else.  I have hope that the former diversity will catch their eye, and someday, when they contemplate 
what it might feel like to show up in one of them, the ember will burst into a flame.  Until then, I will continue to email and text invitations to come 
along with Grandpa and the Boys as we try to remember the fun times we had.

    Submitted by Betty Parks
In case you have missed the previous email blasts regarding Tom Wright - here’s a brief summary:
Tom was in a serious motorcycle accident on September 8th in the north Georgia mountains.  A car coming around a curve on 
the wrong side of the road, forced Tom to swerve right to avoid a head-on collision. His tire caught gravel and he went down an 
embankment, and the bike fell on him when he reached bottom.  He had 11 broken ribs, a bruised colon and a lung contusion.  He 
was airlifted to Atlanta where he has remained in ICU.
The doctors determined that he could not heal his lungs adequately on his own because of the extensive damage. They did 
successful surgery on the 13th using a procedure known as rib plating.  In short, a piece of titanium will be fitted over a rib with one 
or no fractures and secured with screws.  The plate comes down far enough to support the ribs with multiple breaks in them and be 
secured to another rib.  This was necessary because of the number of ribs having multiple fractures which resulted in a free-floating 
piece of bone.
He recovered in ICU for a week and was moved to a regular room on the 19th. He moved to inpatient rehab at the hospital on the 
24th for another 7 to 10 days. He is in rehab now for physical therapy and would love a visit from some of you. Visiting hours are 
3:00-8:30 p.m. M-F; 12:00-8:30 p.m. Sat. and any time on Sunday. 
Here is the information: 
Atlanta Medical Center (303 Parkway Drive NE, Atlanta)
4th floor, Tower 4, East, room 489
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Photo on the Cover: 
Tom with his eldest 

granddaughter Julie.



September & October 
Birthdays
 Amy Parker ........................... Sept. 2
 Sherri Roberts ....................... Sept. 4
 Jane Narwold ....................... Sept. 4
 Betty Parks ............................ Sept. 6
 Tony Williams ........................ Sept. 10
 Judy Adcock .......................... Sept. 16
 Don Hill ................................. Sept. 20
 Joel Forman .......................... Sept. 20
 Deve Rubin-Boduch .............. Sept. 21
 Bob Sprock ............................ Sept. 23
 Frank Boduc ..........................Oct. 15
 Doug McSwain ......................Oct. 24
 Chris Murphy ........................Oct. 24
 Tom Wright............................Oct. 24
 Michael Greer .......................Oct. 24
 Trent Brown ..........................Oct. 27
 Lisa Dekalb ...........................Oct. 30

    FCOA Members  
 Chase Delp ............................ Sept. 23
 Parker Murphy ......................Oct. 18
 Charles Clark ........................Oct. 18

Corvette Restoration
Muscle Car Restoration

• 30 Years Experience •

• Frame on and off restorations
• Fiberglass repair
• Custom body work
• Paint-Base coat, Clear coat, Lacquer,
   Poly Urethane and Gel coat
• Engine rebuild
• Race prepared engines

• Transmissions
• Rear Ends
• Brakes and rotors
• Electical harness
• Re-chrome
• Upholstery installation
• Complete details

~~ NCRS Top Flight Bloomington Gold Specialists ~~

North GA Corvette & Marine
340 Ranchette Road • Alpharetta, GA 30004

770 475-2277 or 770 298-9946

ASK FOR CHRIS OR JIM

SERVICES INCLUDE:

15% off for Corvette Atlanta members
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September & October 
Anniversaries
 
 Matthew (Kristen) Murphy (5) .. Sept. 27
 Dan & Carolyn Nugent (50) ...... Oct. 5
 Druce & Tricia Dooley (9) .......... Oct. 16
 Bob & Lynda Matt (48) .............. Oct. 25

CONGRATULATION!!
Remember that this is a new feature in the newsletter. 
If you have not provided your info yet and want to be 

listed here, please submit your date to the editor! 

Web Sites:
Corvette Atlanta – www.corvetteatlanta.org
              - www.facebook.com/groups/CorvetteAtlanta/
NCCC – www.corvettesnccc.org
Southeast Region NCCC – www.ncccsouth.com
NCM – www.corvettemuseum.com
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CHEVROLET

Proud Sponsor Of  Corvette Atlanta

2013

Family Owned and Operated Since 1971!

2013 Corvettes in stock and 
arriving daily.    Special pricing 
for club members (with mem-
bership card) on Corvettes, 
parts, accessories, and service.

Home of Georgia’s #1 certified 
Corvette Technician, David 
Fulcher.   
Home of Georgia’s premier 
Corvette sales specialist, 
Reggie Stagmaier.

Jim Ellis Chevrolet 5900 Peachtree Industrial Blvd. Chamblee, GA 30341

770.457.8211 www.jimellischevrolet.com


