
In This Issue

J u l y  2 013

S P O N SO R E D BY

F e a t u r e  P h o t o s : 
2 013  N C C C  C onven t ion
(s e e  a r t i c l e  o n  P a g e s  5 -7 )

CA Board of Directors/President’s Report/Lake Party ............01

Officer Reports / 2013 Club Points Standings  ................  02

Calendar of Events / NCM Report / C7 Photos ................  03 

Time is Flying . . .  .............................................................  04

2013 NCCC Convention Recap ............................. 05, 06, 07

Where It All Began/2013 Corvette Production ................  08

Car Fun Ahead? / 2014 NCCC Convention ......................  09

Birthdays / Anniversaries / Web Sites / Corvette
   Restoration Ad ...............................................................  10

Jim Ellis Chevrolet Ad ...................................................  back

C-A-Review

Visit us on the Web!
www.corvetteatlanta.org



President’s Report
Dave Brownell
I have survived another round of a Saturday car show, this one being 
the excellent 30th anniversary show put on by our friends at Classic 
Glass Corvette Club.  I’m told that 147 Corvettes were registered, so 
there was lots to be seen and many interesting stories to be told by 
their keepers.  The club members worked hard and in synch to make 
the show as good as it was.  It was the second choice June “rain date” 
that had people nervous, but the sun was out and everything turned 
out well.  As opposed to our April show, Day’s Chevrolet seemed to 
have only one new Corvette on display, and it was a demonstrator, 
very much for sale.  Maybe they were more successful in moving 
their fiberglass inventory than our dealer sponsor, but for me, not 
having some new cars might be a turn off to potential buyers.  I’ll stick 
with our system until proven wrong on this point.

Something else seen at the show did bother me, however.  A father, 
probably somewhere in his forties, was showing his ten year old son 
some of the older Corvettes.  I was close enough to see him pointing 
out things on a 1959, completely fascinated by some features of a 
beautiful car.  The father, that is.  The kid’s nose was buried in an 
iPad or smartphone, presumably having nothing to do with what 
Dad was talking about.  A week later, the newspapers ran a New 
York Times article about how America’s younger folks seem to be 
unenthusiastic about driving cars.  What’s with that?  Well, with the 
advent of texting and Facebook and other things that use electricity 
rather than gasoline, these devices satisfy their need for community 
and connected-ness.  No cruising, driving over to friend’s houses 
and other assorted behaviors need apply with many of these teens.  
About one out of five of them haven’t felt the need for getting a driver’s 
license by age eighteen!  No wonder why things have changed so 
much in the past two decades, especially with the worn bar of soap 
shape of the many non-descript cars being offered.  What I find hard 
to stomach is that an expensive car , as perceived by this group of 
youngsters, like a Corvette is thought of as being the reserve of old 
(meaning over 50) men and not for them.

On the other hand, more Americans seem to be holding on furiously 
to their driver’s licenses, raising the median age among all with them 
still in force.  Only physical or mental debility will pry them from our 
wallets and purses.  So, when you now go to a Corvette show almost 
anywhere, the younger crowds are getting thinner and thinner, while 
it’s us old guys who still have the enthusiasm.  Granted, there are 
still some real car guys in their late teens, just not as many as there 
used to be.  Chevrolet will be happy to sell a new Corvette to an 
older person who uses their retirement savings or 401K, just as 
much as the guy who has to mortgage the wife and kids to afford 
one.  I just wonder how long we older seniors can go on as keepers 
of the flame.  What will it take to make that ten year old see himself 
behind the wheel of a really cool car?  I don’t know, but I’d bet that 
there are folks at GM and Ford, and maybe even Honda, asking the 
same question.
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Consistently ranked among the top National Council of Corvette 
Clubs (NCCC) affiliated clubs, we are active in a variety of Corvette 
enthusiast endeavors – such as club social activities, road rallyes, car 
shows, displays & amateur competitive solo driving – we try to have a 
good time in everything we do!

If you think owning & driving a Corvette is something special & you like 
being around others who feel the same way, please consider joining 
our club.

Club meetings are held the 1st Tuesday of each month. For more 
information about Corvette Atlanta, please contact the VP-Membership 
or any other officer listed above.
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Lake Oconee Lake Party   
July 27, 2013, from 11am until... DIRECTIONS:  

• I 285 to I 20 East. (Approx. 60 Miles 
• Get off at Exit 130 (Ga Hwy 44) and turn RIGHT.
• Go about 1 block and turn left, 1st paved road on LEFT. (Just  before the 
Chevron station.) (Approx 1 block).
• Follow road until it dead ends. TURN LEFT and follow that Road until it 
dead ends . TURN RIGHT onto Walker Church Road.
• Follow Walker Church until you come to Meadow Drive. TURN RIGHT.  
(You will pass the marina and cross over the lake. Meadow Drive will be the 
1st road past the lake.)
• Go to Meadow Lane and TURN RIGHT, 1st Road on the Right. (The road 
will be in the curve of the road.) 
• Go straight into our driveway and take right fork in road. A-Frame on left.          

LOST???  CALL-706-467-2205 or 404-456-2118 



Competition Report  
Don Parks, VP-Competition

Past Competition Events:
July found us going to Rantoul, IL - one of the “bucket list” places that our dear friends, Johnny & Debbie Haskell (Boiling Springs, SC) found the 
year that they campaigned and won the NCCC National championship. The events were held on an old Air Force Base that closed in the 1990s 
utilizing the runways for the course and a plane hangar for shade. The course was fun and challenging - but the biggest challenge was to miss 
some of the rough spots on the old pavement. As Betty completed her fourth (of six) events, something in the front end broke and she was able 
to coast into the cool down area. Immediately the arm-chair mechanics determined it was fatal - broken steering knuckle. With aid of straps to get 
the wheel back on the car and manual labor to get the car on the trailer - we were ready to find a new ride to finish the weekend...the offers were 
amusing! Betty drove Howard Curtis’ car (from IN) to stay in her current class while I drove Jack Wilson’s car (from IL) 2A/B. On Sunday, Betty 
traded up to Steve Cronberg’s car (from TN) C-5 Z06 6-speed - she didn’t feel comfortable driving Howard’s automatic. I drove Milton Price’s (from 
MI) C-5 ZO6. After first runs - we left and headed back home. Interesting note - the Wilsons were driving their back-up car that weekend because 
he broke the same part on his final run at Convention on his primary car (1G)!

Upcoming Competition Events:

There are no Southeast Region events until Labor weekend when there will be 21 Low Speed events in Knoxville, TN. Until then, there are events 
throughout the nation -- consult the NCCC website for the complete list of National events.

Editorial Reflections
Betty Parks, Editor
Well, things are finally starting to settle down some from a quite hectic 
time involved with the NCCC Convention. It’s hard to believe that 
it’s over -- after the over two years of preparation. As I sat down to 
recap the week’s activities at Convention - I realized that probably 
80% of the club have never attended an NCCC event, much less a 
Convention before - and really doesn’t understand what they’ve been 
missing. This Convention, #54 for the organization, represents #30 
for us to attend - not too bad considering we joined NCCC in 1974 
(after Corvette Atlanta hosted their NCCC Convention). The nine 
conventions that we’ve missed were generally due to work conflicts 
when we had jobs!! Hopefully the pictures will help to show the fun 
time that you missed.

As usual, I provide my thanks for all the articles in this month’s edition.  
I’m still looking for other monthly feature writers -- anyone out there 
interested in joining the fun?? Remember - the newsletter is only as 
good as the contributions are that come in are. We’d be lost without 
all the articles from Dave and Ed. Please be sure to thank them for all 
their time and support for the club and its newsletter.

Membership Report   Joel Forman, VP-Membership

Our membership numbers continue to hold at 85. I have the club trifolds that I can send to you  if you plan to attend any car related functions and 
want to advertise the club.

Remember - if you know of anyone looking for a premier Corvette club to join - I’ll be glad to pursue the membership lead.

2013 CA Point Standing
Don Parks, VP-Competition

2013 club points has been tabulated through the July Meeting
 
• Top 5 Point Positions* so far include the following:
           #1 - 83 points - Jack Filippone, Stephanie Strauss (19 events)

#2 - 81 points - Ed Clark (16 events) 
#3 - 80 points - Nancy Morgan (13 events)
#4 - 57 points - Dan Nugent (12 events)
#5 - 55 points - Jim Hutchinson (12 events)

* Remember 2013 CA elected officers are exempt from earning club points.
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Activities - Saturday Night Out
Nancy Morgan

The “Saturday Night Out” for dinner activity for the upcoming 
months are listed below:
• Aug. 17th - Greenwood’s Restaurant - 5:30pm
       1087 Green St. - Roswell
• Sept. 21st. - The Greater Good Barbecue - 5:30pm
         4431 Hugh Howell Rd. - Tucker

Remember there will be a sign-up sheet passed around at the club 
meeting and if you can’t be there, you can call me 404-294-0633 or 
email me ncmorgan1@att.net. I’ll be glad to put you on the list and 
give you all the details. 

NCCC Convention
Update
Betty Parks, 2013 Convention Co-Director

Numerology - NCCC Style: The final numbers are still being tabulating 
toward the financial aspect of Convention. 

Attendance numbers look great - especially considering the fact that the 
Corvette Assembly Plant was closed to the public. Despite last minute 
cancellations, there were close to 500 participants attending along with 
sponsors from Mid America, Hagerty Insurance and Michelin. 

14 (of the 15) Regions were represented with members from 85 different 
clubs. The largest club attendance was 30 members from Windy City 
Corvettes (host of the 2011 Tinley Park Convention and chairs of the 
Game Night). The distance award (# of attendee x the mileage traveled) 
went to the 16 members from Corvettes of Naples. Corvette Atlanta was 
represented by 4 members (Key & Parks).

The Low Speed Autocross had the largest participation of all events with 
100 entered. The Bourbon Country Tour matched those numbers to be 
the best attended tour. 



	
Calendar of Events
July 2013

   2 CA General Meeting – O’Charley’s Restaurant, Tucker*
   6 Galaxy Diner Cruise-In, Chamblee 
   7 Caffeine & Octane Gathering, Alpharetta
 13 Tucker Cruise-In, Tucker
 13 Lanier Corvettes’ Summer Car & Truck Show, Gainesville
 16 CA Board Meeting – Blue Ribbon Grill, Tucker
 20 Saturday Night Out . . . - Cheesecake Factory, Perimeter Mall*
 27 Lake Oconee Lake Party*
August 2013
   3 Galaxy Diner Cruise-In, Chamblee 
   4 Caffeine & Octane Gathering, Alpharetta
   6 CA General Meeting - O’Charley’s Restaurant, Tucker*
 10 Tucker Cruise-In, Tucker
 17 Saturday Night Out . . . -  Greenwood’s Restaurant, Roswell*
 17-18 14 Low Speed Autocrosses, Grissom AFB, IN
 20 CA Board Meeting – Blue Ribbon Grill, Tucker
 23-25 Corvettes of Carlisle, Carlisle, PA
 24 6 Low Speed Autocrosses, St. Augustine, FL
 31 7 Low Speed Autocrosses - Knoxville, TN*
September 2013
   1 Caffeine & Octane Gathering, Alpharetta
   1-2 14 Low Speed Autocrosses - Knoxville, TN*
   3 CA General Meeting – O’Charley’s Restaurant, Tucker*
   7 Galaxy Diner Cruise-In, Chamblee 
 13-14 National NCCC meeting - St. Louis, MO
 14 Tucker Cruise-In, Tucker
  21 6 Low Speed Autocrosses, St. Augustine, FL
  21-22 14 Low Speed Autocrosses, Grissom AFB, IN

* denotes events that are sanctioned for Club points

NCM Report
Ed Clark, NCM Ambassador

I continue to watch with interest as the NCM raffles off a large 
number of Corvettes and other things each year and have bought 
$10 tickets several times when a particularly desirable Corvette 
was offered and also to use as door prizes at our annual car show.  
I decided to look again at the results of the raffles for the time 
period of July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2013 to give you and me a better 
understanding of what the chances are to win if a raffle chance is 
purchased and also to evaluate what kinds of options are offered 
to pick among.
Over the 12 month period a total of 31 Corvettes have been raffled 
and winners announced.  This is up from the 2011 review I did by 
7 cars. Of the total, 3 were base cars, 3 were ZO6s, 9 were Grand 
Sports, 5 were ZR1s and 3 were your option of a GS/ZO6/427.  The 
numbers of these options are similar to 2011 with the additional 
models in this year period being 427 convertibles/60th Anniversary 
models. You can thus have several chances at the whole list of 
the Corvettes Chevrolet produces within a year with the probable 
exception of some special editions.  The Museum offers cars that 
they have previously obtained and some of which are special 
editions which this year included a “Jake” GS and an Andy Pilgrim 
427. The Museum also offered what they refer to as “Build Your 
Own” through which you are given the opportunity to pick colors and 
options within a particular model, with the occasional exclusion of a 
special edition, once you win.  Through this year long period, existing 
cars obtained by the Museum numbered 24 and “BYO” numbered 
7. All raffled vehicles include the Museum Delivery option.
Having purchased Georgia lottery tickets off and on for years that 
have chances of winning sometimes in the one in hundred millions 
range, the Museum odds are certainly much better but obviously 
not a sure deal.  Raffle ticket numbers available are always 
announced for each car and range from lows of about 500 to highs 
which are unlimited.  As might be expected, the number of tickets 
offered generally goes down with the price of the ticket with the 
$10/ticket at the unlimited end and $500/ticket at the low end.  An 
analysis of the number of tickets sold to the specified number made 
available this year shows a rather consistent 71 - 82% sold range 
with an occasional low near 60% and a high at 100%.  This means 
your chance of winning is generally better than one in the offered 
number of tickets.  One individual who regularly purchases these 
raffle tickets has won two cars over the years.
In addition to Corvettes, the Museum offers an annual opportunity on 
a Cruise and this year a Eastern Caribbean trip for two was raffled. 
An occasional “other” car is raffled and a Camaro ZL1 was during 
this period. The winning number is removed from a well-mixed drum 
containing all the sold tickets by members of the Museum staff or 
an honorary individual and announced by a call to the winner and 
a blast e-mail to all individuals who have asked to be on the NCM 
notification list.  You can look at pictures of the winners picking up 
their cars on the NCM web site.  
The web site also lists of upcoming raffles for your consideration 
and the NCM will send you regular e-mails of what is happening if 
you request.  Remember that raffles provide a good way for you to 
support the NCM with the added benefit of a chance to win a new 
C7 Corvette coming up!
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C7 Photos from Convention
See Article on 

Page 5 • Photos 

from Cowtown 

Vettes  website
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Time is Flying...     
Submitted by Dave Brownell / Photos by Dave Brownell & Ed Clark
As I write this in mid-July, I have just seen my first Back to School ads in the Sunday paper.  Before long, we’ll be treated to Halloween 
in August, then Christmas in late September.  If you stop paying attention, you’ll likely resume your consciousness a lot further on than 
when you left.  The same goes for Corvettes parked in the garage.
Jeff Pollack is a new Atlanta friend who just happens to own his own chocolate factory.  In the spring of 1985, Jeff bought a new red 
Corvette in Virginia.  When he moved to Atlanta in 1986, it was his daily driver.  Time was flying and things were changing in his life.  His 
hard work was paying off and he bought a boat and then another and then another.  He must have gotten a “real” car sometime after 
driving the 1985 for about three years.  The Corvette went into the basement garage (big enough to hold ten or twelve cars for you and 
me), and the boat on a trailer blocked the driveway into the basement garage.  At first the car was parked under mover’s blankets, but 
somewhere along the line, growing grandchildren uncovered it, allowing dust and cobwebs to form.  There were still other boats and 
things to do, but the Corvette waited patiently for attention.  Somewhere in the early nineties, Jeff put a new battery in it and tried to start 
it.  The dash lit up and then went blank.  Time flew another twenty years or so.
Jeff contacted me for advice.  He has a grandson who is fourteen and is starting to notice things that we might call Corvette Eye Candy.  
His father, Jeff’s son, had his first Corvette (coincidently, a 1965 convertible, like mine) when he was seventeen and all turned out well 
from that experience.  Jeff says that the grandson might be even more responsible than his dad.  So, as time has flown, maybe it’s time 
to take the 85 outside for the first time in a long time.  So he called on Corvette Atlanta for a bit of free advice as to how he should go 
about it.
Four or five of us gathered at Jeff’s house on a Saturday morning to see the red and saddle interior (just like my “Rainman”, but his 
has a manual transmission) get ready to go outside.  We didn’t even want to attempt to start a car with whatever remains of twenty plus 
years of gas in the tank.  Jeff would leave that to his trusted mechanic.  But we were there to see what might happen to a car that had 
been largely ignored (but still loved) if we were to do it ourselves.  The tires were still round, but needed a bit of air to roll easily.  The 
dust and the cobwebs were there in reasonable amounts, but everything was factory original for a car with 37,871 miles on it.  A good 
washing would do wonders after the pictures were taken.  The car looked good to me, but Rainman, with almost 120,000 more miles on 
it, is much cleaner and polished.  Still, I did consider offering Jeff an even trade for my bright and shiny specimen.
The car is off to Jeff’s mechanic, with cobwebs and dust flying in the air off of the truck transporter.  I hope to hear how things turn out 
with the resurrection story at a later date.  Maybe I can even arrange to photograph my Rainman next to Jeff’s twin, once things are 
sorted out and cleaned up.  His car is about three months newer in production date, but two decades newer in terms of road experience.  
The trade offer is still on the table, but I’m not holding my breath over the outcome.  Corvettes are meant to be driven because time is 
flying by.  More later on this story, once we’ve heard from Jeff.  If we wait long enough, maybe from Jeff’s grandson.  I could sweeten 
the offer by reminding them that my car is an automatic, just in case that might be more desirable.



NCCC’s 54th Annual Convention - Bowling Green, KY
Submitted by Betty Parks
Donnie and I were supposed to be in Bowling Green Friday afternoon 
(6/21) so that I could put the final processes in place for registration 
and the rest of the week’s activities. However, issues were encountered 
with the Corvette’s brake line when Donnie was replacing brake pads, 
rotors & calipers. There wasn’t a local solution so he ordered brake 
lines to be priority shipped to BG and then we were on our way. 
Since we arrived late Friday night - it meant that I would need extra 
support to get things in place before registration opened at noon 
on Saturday. Arrangements had been made for folks to meet me at 
7am -- I was shocked to see so many people coming in that early to 
help!! Registration and tech were the main events for Saturday. Once 
checked in, participants moved on to the Corvette Mall and Hospitality 
room to meet and greet old friends and make new ones. There was 
a dinner at the Yanko’s (Convention Director) home that night for the 
Convention team leaders, Sponsors and NCCC Executive Board.
Sunday continued with registration and tech for participants coming 
in that day. That afternoon was a special dedication at the Museum 
for Jim Thomas’ brick (Jim died in January following a fall in an icy 
driveway). By the end of the day, we had over 350 people checked 
in for the week. Not bad considering that we had originally planned 
for a five-day convention, meaning folks would arrive on Monday (not 
Saturday or Sunday) to check-in -- but as hotel reservations came 
in, it was very apparent that everyone wanted to arrive early. To 
accommodate the ever growing crowd, there was a gathering party 
Sunday night with a great string band, the “Soul Searchers”. We met 
up with Corky & Yvonne Key, Margaret Bohannan and Ernest Prevost 
for dinner at Ted’s Montana Grill prior to joining the party.
Monday was an action-packed day, with something for everyone!! For 
competitors - the day started with a Golf tournament as well as 3 car 
shows - Concours, Wash & Shine, and People’s Choice. The shows  
were hosted by different clubs across the country (Corvettes of Naples, 
FL; Corvette Indy & Corvettes of Buffalo, NY). The primary judges for 
the shows came from the Corvette Plant’s Corvette club - what better 
judge than one that built the car!! 
There were two seminars that followed on Monday. The first one was 
conducted by Tom Hill, Corvette Engineer at the Corvette Plant. He 
brought a Crystal Red Coupe (equipped very nicely) for a C7 discussion 
- and shared lots of information that isn’t in the normal channels as 
well as answered questions. Everyone had an opportunity to sit in and 
crawl all over the C7; an opportunity to get up close to the entire car, 
inside and out. That afternoon, Michelin hosted a seminar on their tire 
products. Ron Fellows had been scheduled to attend but had a conflict 
arise before Convention. Following those seminars was the annual 
NCCC Governors’ meeting.
For those folks who wanted to explore the area, there was an all 
day guided bus tour of downtown Nashville. This included stops 
and admission to the Ryman Auditorium, Music Hall of Fame, and 
Hermitage as well as lunch.
The Monday evening festivities began with a banquet and 2012 
National Awards presentation. During the ceremony, the club received 
a plaque for being in 14th Place in the nation while Donnie and I 
received individual awards for our 2012 efforts - Men’s 4th for DP and 
Ladies’ 1st for me. The entertainment/party that followed the awards 
had a Kentucky Derby theme. The ladies and the men were invited to 
wear their Derby hats to compete for prizes while being entertained by 
D.J. Jimmy Hardaway.

Check-in	at	the	Holiday	Inn/
Sloan	Conference	Center

Then	on	to	the	Corvette	
Mall	to	shop	and	Hospitality	

Room	to	socialize

Brick	Dedication	at	the	
NCM	for	Jim	Thomas

Welcome	to	extended	
family	and	friends!!

Monday Night
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Monday Shows



Tuesday brought another full day with options. The competition 
side started with a road Rallye that showcased some of the many 
sights of southern Kentucky. With a 4 hour time limit, participants 
had to bring their A-game to stay on course, answer the questions 
correctly, and identify pictures. There were over 60 couples that 
were up to the challenge...and managed to return to the hotel!!
The ‘Horsepower Derby’ Funkhana was scheduled over 2 days 
(Tuesday & Wednesday) to allow participants to select the day to 
run and still be able to enter other events, like the Rallye and the 
Drags, or tours. Since Kentucky is noted for Horses, Corvettes and 
Basketball, the Funkhana was designed to test the participants’ 
expertise in horsemanship and skills around the ranch.  After 
picking the “Steed” and then “Saddling” up for a ride across the 
range (aka course), the participants were on their way to make 
several stops to rest and try their hand at various chores. This 
event was an awesome hoot - lots of fun to watch. Several new 
teams signed up to participate after watching so that they could 
have a BIG laugh!!
There were two tour options for Tuesday - Nash Trash (in Nashville) 

and Mammoth Cave tours. The Nash Trash tour is a one-of-a-kind 
country musical-comedy extravaganza where you hop on the Big 
Pink Bus with the Jugg Sisters and hear the dirt on your favorite 
polyester, double-knit, sequined country music legends. And 
there’s as much going on inside the bus as outside it...you’ll laugh 
‘til yer face hurts! The morning tour sold out early and we were 
able to book an afternoon sitting too...but still had folks on the 
waiting list.
Mammoth Cave is one of the oldest tourist attractions in North 
America. Tours of Mammoth Cave have been offered since 1816. 
This tour included the bus ride and 2.5 hour tour of the cave.
We met up again for dinner - this time at Rafferty’s - before the 
party. The food and fellowship was great! Then it was off to the 
Lost River Cave (just 4 miles from the hotel) for a “Wine, Cheese, 
& Chocolate” party. This was the first time NCCC had tried a party 
in a cave -- and was it a blast!! The Regions donated the wine for 
the party and the NCCC officers were on hand to serve it up. The 
Museum catered the food for us. The Blue Light Special band was 
excellent entertainment.

More NCCC Convention - Bowling Green, KY

Ready, Set, Roll -- off for the Rallye • Tours - Nash Trash

Scenes from the Funkhana

Lost River 
Cave Party

The schedule for Wednesday included 3 Drag events at Beech Bend, 
including Bracket, Record and Matching Times. The weather was 
picture perfect for Drags. When the day was over, 3 new Drag records 
had been set and Carolyn Samuelson was crowned the overall top 
eliminator. (see pictures on page 7)

For those who wanted to travel, the Bourbon Country tours were  the 
answer. Two buses headed out to visit the Makers Mark and Buffalo 
Trace distilleries. After extensive tours of the properties, sampling the 
bourbon was the hit!! 

Back at the hotel, the party room was been transformed into a 50s/60s 
sock hop including its own photo booth. The party goers dressed in their 
finest wears in hope to win the costume contest. There was a special 
performance of Dicky and the Do-Rights (aka lead by Richard Yanko, 
Convention Director). What a hoot!! Music was rocking and enjoyed by 
lots of dancers all night.

6



More NCCC Convention - Bowling Green, KY
Pictures from Wednesday’s Drags

We had an arrangement with the Corvette Museum for free admission 
by showing our Convention badge for non-NCM members. There 
was a ‘walking rallye’ within the Museum to encourage our 
attendance there; special prizes for the winners were provided 
by NCM.  The 60th Anniversary of Corvette celebration began mid 
week. Chevrolet provided more C7 cars to promote this occasion...
more opportunity to lust over the new car!!

Thursday was the final day of competition with the High and Low Speed events which were held at the Nashville Fairgrounds. Groups 
1, 2, & 3 cars started on the Low Speed first and then moved over to the High Speed after lunch. The Street classes started on the High 
Speed and moved to the Low Speed in the afternoon. Both events were well attended - especially the Low Speed with 100 participants. 
The courses were quick, fun and challenging. With no incidents or timing problems (I was responsible for timing the High Speed as 
well as competing in both events) -- we got done in record time and missed the afternoon Nashville traffic returning to Bowling Green.

Windy City Corvettes hosted the Club Competition Game Night on 
Thursday night. The competition started with the Valve Cover race. 
This was the third year with the “drag” strip challenge. It was a big 
crowd pleaser. Awards were presented for: Fastest Small Block, 
Fastest Big Block, Overall Eliminator, Furthest Distance and Best 
of Show. The big winner was Kathy Gau (Cornhusker CC), winning 
3 of the 5 awards. 

Next was the Corvette Feud game. Four-person teams competed 
against each other - dueling for the most frequent answers to 
Corvette trivia questions. The stage and props were very realistic, 
adding to the thrill of the game!! In the end, the final winners of the 
first-ever Corvette Feud was the team from Corvettes of Buffalo. 
Way to go!!

Friday - the final day of Convention was a slower pace than the rest 
of the week. It started with an Awards breakfast - a grand buffet of 
all kinds of breakfast food - followed by the presentation of awards 
from the Convention competition. I was fortunate to win my class 
in both the High and Low Speed and got trophies for my effort.
No organized activities were scheduled until the evening 
functions. That allowed attendees to participate in some of the 
Museum activities, including the ground breaking ceremony for 
the Motorsports Park and other 60th celebrations. Some folks 

started their journey home. We used our time to pack up ALL the 
convention stuff that we brought - computers, printers, supplies...
and then to relax with friends and reminice about our week.
The final functions for Convention were the President’s Reception 
and NCCC Banquet/Charity Program. Following the meal, national 
awards were presented, convention flag passed to 2014, and then 
the Charity program with their various raffles and drawings. Sorry 
-- but none of us won the raffle car. The winning ticket was sold in 
Michigan. Maybe our luck will be better next year...
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Friends visiting this weekend from St. Louis brought this internet article 
to help with a little reminiscing:

http://preservationresearch.com/2013/05/the-streamlined-
standard-service-station-in-shaw/

This turns out to be the very place, fifty-two years or so removed, 
where I grew from being a Car Fan into what would become a Car 
Guy.  From a few weeks after my sixteenth birthday until I qualified 
for a commercial driver’s license at eighteen, this is where the boy 
became a man and reading and reflecting in 2013 where the man 
became a boy once again.

This corner gas station is where my father would drive a series of Chevies 
and later, Buicks, for his weekly “two Dollars, Regular” experience in 
buying gasoline.  The station proprietor, then a very young looking 
Korean War veteran, the sixteenth of seventeen children of the nearby 
bakery owner, noticed that Pop’s cars were almost always very clean 
specimens of General Motors art.  He asked how my father managed 
it and was told “the Kid does it, mostly without asking.”  John Wolf, 
the station proprietor said that he could use such a talent around 
the station, especially on Friday afternoons and Saturdays, when too 
many customers wanted their cars washed and serviced.  Pop told me 
to go down and make official what I had been doing for our neighbors 
for several years, mentioning that I might even dare to ask for a dollar 
an hour, a big jump from the seventy-five cents I got for washing and 
sweep out a neighbor’s car.  A dozen or so of these folks had trusted 
me with their cars and keys, beginning about age fourteen, to keep 
their cars clean, so here was a chance to enter into the big time as a 
professional.  (Some of these cars would, had they been preserved, 
be worth several hundreds of thousands, including a rare 1954 Buick 
Skylark ).  And most of these folks didn’t seem to mind letting me 
drive (at age 14!) their cars to my house where hoses, brushes and 
whiskbrooms were in ample supply.  One of these neighbors was a 
police sergeant who liked how I treated his new Rambler, and just 
told me to “be careful and not get caught driving without a license.”  
Nothing ever did and I think that the statute of limitations now protects 
me in my current honesty.

John Wolf hired me that afternoon and my education began the very 
next morning.  First, John showed me how to quickly and efficiently 
wash a customer’s car, starting with a hose at the roof, working down, 
with the wheels done last with a separate sponge.  Five minutes per 
car was his goal, and maybe an hour for “Simonizing” if the sun was 
not too direct.  I clearly remember that first “professional” car wash 
was a new white Chevy Impala 409, four-speed two door hardtop.  
The very cool crew-cutted owner watched me carefully position his 
treasure without stalling it once, then cleaning its new paint back to a 
shine.  This guy, and his beautiful car became a weekly wash customer 
of ours, so I must have done well, under intense observation from 
both client and boss.

Within a day or so, John taught me how to count up change, deal with 
the new Addressograph credit card imprinter, handle the cash register, 
pump gas, check oil and tire pressure without prompting, and sell a 
new set of wiper blades or tires to those who needed it.  Learning how 
to measure the buried gas tanks with a long wooden pole and then 
reconciling fuel delivery amounts took a bit of his patience.  A week 
later I was putting cars on one of the two lifts, changing oil, sucking oil 
out of Chevy canister filters, and pumping grease into several dozen 
fittings on the average car.  All of this had to be done with a smile and 
more than a bit of hustle.  John entrusted me with the keys to his 1940 
Ford coupe “parts car” and the International tow truck that seemed to 
hate me and challenge a first time today attempt to start.  

A few weeks before my summer vacation job came to an end, John 
trusted me enough to be left in charge for him to take a week’s 
vacation with his family.  Little did I know that his former boss, who 
had trained him in much the same way, at about the same age, would 
be asked to drive by or stop in, posing as an customer, just to see how 
I was doing.  Apparently, I did just fine because my job was extended 
almost another year before I was hired by the business next door.  The 
emergence of a lifetime interest for things automotive had taken place 
in South St. Louis in 1961, an experience of kind mentoring that I will 
never be able to repay,  But passing it on is sometimes the only way a 
Car Guy knows how to say Thank You.

Where It All Began (for me)        Submitted by Dave Brownell

2013 Corvette Production     Submitted by Ed Clark
The production data for the 2013 Corvette model year has been released by the Assembly Plant.  Even though the year was 
shortened to give time for conversion of the plant to the C7 model, an additional 1819 cars were produced than in the 2012 model 
year with 2013 models numbering 13,466.  Much of the increased numbers can be attributed to the addition of the 427 convertible 
which totaled 2,552 cars (19%). Grand Sports continued to be popular with 6,644 produced (49.3%).  ZO6 (471) and ZR1 (482) 
production was similar to 2012 numbers.
White turned out to be the most ordered exterior color at 2938 (21.8%) just beating out black at 2878 (21.4%).  The big jump in white 
was due to the 60th Anniversary color package. The least popular colors were Inferno Orange at 156 (1.2%) and Supersonic Blue 
at 302 (2.2%), however both of these were taken out of production well short of the full year.  The option to have the headlamp bezel 
painted a different color than the exterior car color was selected on 2477 (18.4%) Corvettes. Ebony continued as the most used 
interior color with 8105 (60.2%) and Dark Titanium the least with only 279 (2.1%).
Automatic transmissions were installed in 53.7% of total production, down from 65% in 2012 – again due to the 427 convertibles that 
only came with manuals.  Other frequently installed options included Magnetic Selective Ride Control, 5705 (42.5%); radios with 
navigation, 10,960 (81.4%); performance exhaust, 9922 (73.7%); and caliper color options, 8218 (61.0%).  The Goodyear Eagle F1 
Supercar Gen2 tires were ordered for 901 cars and National Corvette Museum Delivery was chosen by 265 buyers.
The production run produced 548 (4%) cars for export to a total of 8 different countries. Canada was the largest foreign destination 
with 213 cars and Chile the least with only 7.  There is quite a long list of option information provided by the Assembly Plant that a 
person could spend lots of time studying. The Corvette Action Center was where I saw it thanks to a lead from Dave Brownell.  It 
will probably be posted on numerous other sites as well.  Take a look and see what might be the lowest production version in your 
opinion.  My guess of a possible candidate would be an Inferno Orange ZO6 with F1 tires, Dark Titanium interior being delivered to 
Chili if such a vehicle was even built; what is yours?
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Car Fun Ahead?     Submitted by Dave Brownell
By the time you read this, another road trip will be history.  We have a trip back to visit relatives in Missouri planned, mostly to get 
family history stories straight before the truth gets confused with lore in their aging minds.  Such a trip cannot be done with only 
two people; it requires at least a third person to break the ties that result in mishearing what was really said.  So, once again, a trip 
like this requires a car bigger than a Corvette.  If it were just the two of us, the newer Corvettes in the garage would prove more 
than adequate, and if the 67 were used, the whole trip would become an adventure.  But I have learned that historical accuracy 
requires three people, so it will be the Volkswagen CC sedan as the vehicle of choice.  Lots of room, economical and it seems to do 
everything well, but not so high on the adventure scale.
Twenty years ago, our family of seven (sometimes more if friends came along) outgrew several full-sized GM station wagons.  
So we moved up-market into two successive Chevrolet Beauville window vans.  With these two magical vehicles, we attempted 
to take the world with us as we saw it.  Both were used, one after another, for well over two hundred thousand miles of vacation 
travel.  They did their job in a mostly trouble-free and pleasant manner.  They were not exciting vehicles but they were big enough 
to hold all of us, and unfortunately, lots of stuff we really didn’t need to take.  Our most frequent problem was overloading the tires, 
something that never did register with the woman in charge of planning, no matter how much I’d protest.  Spending a whole day in 
rural Wisconsin while a tire store tried to locate an appropriate replacement tire did not even convince her of the physics and heat 
dynamics involved.  But then, as the kids moved on and out, this no longer was much of a problem.  Discovering that our family 
could actually buy reasonably similar food in Ontario supermarkets was one of her biggest breakthroughs.  No longer did we have 
to take Publix with us on these two week trips in the Chevy vans.
When I retired, I bought my last new Corvette, dreaming of the adventures just a few of us would have in it.  That same new car is 
now almost seven model years old and it has less than 24,000 carefully driven miles.  It’s been a very good and economical car 
for road trips, but only if one or two of us are involved.  Typically, family visits require more than two seats, but seldom more than 
four, so all of the Corvettes wait in the garage while a sedan, SUV or truck gets to make the trip.  Every so often, we’ll squeeze 
our bodies and our essential stuff into a Corvette and make the journey in style.  But for a week or more travel, we’ve come to the 
realization that Buzz and Tod in their Route 66 show was pure fantasy.  We just need more space or completely different attitudes.  
My dreams of setting forth, maybe with a faithful dog companion, and seeing the United States in an American sports car has never 
really achieved reality for more than a day or two trip attempt.
So, at my age I am becoming resigned to either going it in a very lightened manner or doing it more spontaneously in attitude and 
determination.  The days of me doing absolutely all of the driving while Mom does cabin attendant duties for five plus kids and 
maybe a dog are over.  As a family, we saw almost all of the United States and much of Canada from inside a large GM vehicle and 
we’re better for it.  But my dreams of achieving ultimate wanderlust in a Corvette are fading fast.  Even with its second set of tires, 
that car may outlast my driver’s license and ability to drive a thousand miles a day.  But, being the stubborn person that I am, I am 
dedicating next year to attempting the unlikely.  Any family visits are likely to be done in something other than a Corvette.  Reality 
can be sad, sometimes, even if the Chevy ad guys don’t want to say it.
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July & August Birthdays
 Martha Murphy ..................... July 6
 Hermine Pasternack ............. July 6
 David Morgan ....................... July 8
 Mitch Anglin .......................... July 21
 Scott Baize ............................ July 22
 Matthew Murphy .................. July 26
 Larry Vaitkus ......................... July 29
 Liz Baxter .............................. July 30
 Larry Narwold ...................... July 31
 Millard Davis ........................Aug 5
 Dave Brownell ......................Aug 18
 Mike Heaphy ........................Aug 31

HAPPY BIRTHDAY Y’ALL!!
    FCOA Members  

    Brittan Hill ............................ July 20
 Noah Key ..............................Aug 13

Corvette Restoration
Muscle Car Restoration

• 30 Years Experience •

• Frame on and off restorations
• Fiberglass repair
• Custom body work
• Paint-Base coat, Clear coat, Lacquer,
   Poly Urethane and Gel coat
• Engine rebuild
• Race prepared engines

• Transmissions
• Rear Ends
• Brakes and rotors
• Electical harness
• Re-chrome
• Upholstery installation
• Complete details

~~ NCRS Top Flight Bloomington Gold Specialists ~~

North GA Corvette & Marine
340 Ranchette Road • Alpharetta, GA 30004

770 475-2277 or 770 298-9946

ASK FOR CHRIS OR JIM

SERVICES INCLUDE:

15% off for Corvette Atlanta members
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July & August 
Anniversaries
 Jack Filippone & Steph Strauss.... July 6
 David & Judy Adcock...................July 11
 Ed & Ann Clark .........................  Aug. 12
 Bob & Pat Zrolka ......................  Aug. 23

CONGRATULATION!!
Remember that this is a new feature in the newsletter. 
If you have not provided your info yet and want to be 

listed here, please submit your date to the editor! 

Web Sites:
Corvette Atlanta – www.corvetteatlanta.org
              - www.facebook.com/groups/CorvetteAtlanta/
NCCC – www.corvettesnccc.org
Southeast Region NCCC – www.ncccsouth.com
NCM – www.corvettemuseum.com
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CHEVROLET

Proud Sponsor Of  Corvette Atlanta

2013

Family Owned and Operated Since 1971!

2013 Corvettes in stock and 
arriving daily.    Special pricing 
for club members (with mem-
bership card) on Corvettes, 
parts, accessories, and service.

Home of Georgia’s #1 certified 
Corvette Technician, David 
Fulcher.   
Home of Georgia’s premier 
Corvette sales specialist, 
Reggie Stagmaier.

Jim Ellis Chevrolet 5900 Peachtree Industrial Blvd. Chamblee, GA 30341

770.457.8211 www.jimellischevrolet.com


