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President’s Report
Dave Brownell

Spring has sprung can be told by anyone with a pollen-covered car 
in Atlanta.  I can attest by my three Corvettes at home (another is in 
a far off place “on vacation”).  That coating also serves as a reminder 
of our annual Corvette Atlanta Rite of Spring, the Car Show at Jim 
Ellis.  By the time you read this, it might be a thing of the past, another 
notch on your automotive bedpost.  But the car show stands to attest 
to the abilities and willingness of club members to pull cars and 
talents together for a good cause.  This year we’re pulling together 
to benefit the fine work being done at Atlanta’s own Shepherd Spinal 
Center.  One of the nation’s premier centers for traumatic brain and 
spinal injuries, they serve the young, the veterans and older patients 
who need their art and practice more than ever.  We’re lucky to have 
them and expect to personally hear of their gratitude on April 20th at 
the show.  One hand definitely washes the other and their hands are 
skilled and loving.

I was able to join some members at a work day event at the National 
Corvette Museum earlier this month.  It’s always good to visit the 
Museum, even if the Corvette plant across the street is seemingly 
silent as preparations are being made to unleash the new C7s later 
this year.  On the work day, a very credible source told me that 
virtually all of the assembly line machinery was pulled out shortly 
after the last C6 was produced, and new replacement equipment 
is rapidly going back in, and cars are already being produced with 
it.  Several hundred have been made and supposedly thousands of 
cars have been spoken for by the 900 Chevrolet dealers allowed 
allocations.  Our Jim Ellis sponsor has over 30 orders recorded.  I’m 
also told that seeing the car in person is so, so much better than in 
the pictures.  In the meantime, I will have to be content with my half-
a-decade old C6; it performed flawlessly in 668 miles of driving on 
that one day trip to Bowling Green.  So well that I rewarded it with 
a set of new Michelins to replace the factory originals that gave me 
23,458 miles.  My fuel usage was a commendable 28 or so miles per 
gallon.  Best of all, no one got hurt in this grand escapade.

One final reflection was triggered by looking at the tires that I took off 
my car.  I must really drive like an old guy because the rear Goodyear 
Supercar tires may have another five or six thousand miles left in 
them.  The fronts were pretty much all used up, but tepid driving 
habits, a still almost perfect wheel alignment (no adjustments were 
necessary, even with Georgia streets and potholes!), paid off in 
impressive tire wear.  Between the gas mileage, the lack of repairs 
and tire wear, these newer Corvettes really qualify as America’s High 
Performance Economy Cars.  No ad agency would promote that as 
a theme, but your club president would.

2013 Corvette Atlanta, Inc.
Board of Directors

Elected Board Members:
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Consistently ranked among the top National Council of Corvette 
Clubs (NCCC) affiliated clubs, we are active in a variety of 
Corvette enthusiast endeavors – such as club social activities, 
road rallyes, car shows, displays & amateur competitive solo 
driving – we try to have a good time in everything we do!

If you think owning & driving a Corvette is something special 
& you like being around others who feel the same way, please 
consider joining our club.

Club meetings are held the 1st Tuesday of each month. For 
more information about Corvette Atlanta, please contact the VP-
Membership or any other officer listed above.

Patent Pending?  
Bob Mossey

I was changing the oil in my 
lawn mower ...and decided 
that maybe there was an easier 
way to do that!!!!  This ain’t 
rocket science... 
What do you think?? 
Should I file for a patent??
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Competition Report
Don Parks, VP-Competition

Past Competition Events:
The first 2013 Southeast Region events were held in Nashville, TN April 13-14 at the Nashville Fairgrounds. The participation was good with many 
folks coming from other regions - the club was represented by the faithful foursome - Filippone, Strauss & Parks. The course was fun and quick. We 
had a setback on Saturday with more mechanical problems on the 89 - but never fear, Jack came to the rescue. With the help of a fellow competitor, 
the 89 was fixed and back on the course Sunday. The 2012 Regional Awards were be presented on Saturday night - Stephanie was awarded the 
#1 worker, Betty #1 Overall competitor, me #3 Man, Jack #7 Man and the club 3rd place.

Upcoming Competition Events:
Memorial Day weekend will find more regional events in Knoxville, TN. There will be 14 low speed autocrosses (Saturday & Monday) and 5 rallyes 
(Sunday). Check the Calendar of Events for the listing of upcoming NCCC competition events - there are events in the Florida Region in May; in 
the Carolina Region in May; and in the Indiana Region in May & June.

Editorial Reflections
Betty Parks, Editor
First, I must apologize for the delay in getting this April edition off 
the press. I have been extremely busy working on the Jim Ellis car 
show and upcoming NCCC Convention. It’s been difficult getting 
everything done in only 24-hours available per day!

Thanks for all the contributions for this month’s edition - Doc 
Hutchinson, Bob Sprock, Bob Mossey, & Tom Wright as well as 
Nancy Morgan, ace reporters Dave Brownell & Ed Clark, & the 
other officers. I didn’t get any articles on the car show but have 
gotten tons of pictures - so they will tell the story of the successful 
show!

Remember the goal is to get the newsletter completed and posted 
on the web shortly after the CA Board meeting (held on the 3rd 
Tuesday). Keep that deadline in mind as you get your photos & 
creative thoughts together to support the club’s newsletter effort. 

Membership Report   Joel Forman, VP-Membership

Our membership numbers continue to hold at 85. At the Car Show, all our membership materials were handed out to potential members. Hopefully 
some of those folks will visit one of our upcoming meetings to “test-drive” the club!

Remember - if you know of anyone looking for a premier Corvette club to join - I’ll be glad to pursue the membership lead. We will have a 
Membership booth at the Car Show and look forward to talking to potential new members.

2013 CA Point Standing
Don Parks, VP-Competition

2013 club points has been tabulated through the Jim Ellis Car Show 
from the 12 club functions (4 meetings, 3 dinners, 1 show, 1 party, 1 
shop day, 1-3 day road trip, 1-2 day SER autocross weekend). Some 
early observations of the club support of these activities include:

•  The BEST attended events so far -- 
- 43 members (51%) - Awards Banquet
- 40 members (47%) - Jim Ellis Car Show
- 35 members (41%) - February meeting
- 32 members (38%) - Super Bowl Party

• 63 members (74%) have attended at least one function this year
• 22 members (26%) have perfect attendance at the meetings
• Top 5 Point Positions* so far include the following:

#1 - 67 points - Ed Clark (10 events)
#2 - 50 points - Bob Sprock (10 events)
#3 - 49 points - Dan Nugent (8 events)
#4 - 47 points - Jack Filippone, Stephanie Strauss (10 events)
#5 - 44 points - Nancy Morgan (7 events)

* Remember 2013 CA elected officers are exempt from earning club points.
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Activities - Saturday Night Out
Nancy Morgan

The “Saturday Night Out” for dinner activity continue monthly. 

Remember there will be a sign-up sheet passed around at the club 
meeting and if you can’t be there, you can call me 404-294-0633 
or email me ncmorgan1@att.net. I’ll be glad to put you on the list 
and give you all the details. Listed below are the upcoming dates 
of the dinners.
• April 27th - Top Spice (Thai/Malaysian) - 5:30pm
        Toco Hills Shopping Center, 3007 North Druid Hills,
        Atlanta • 404-728-0588
• May 11th -  Sangria’s Mexican Cafe (Mexican) - 7:00pm
        4369 Hugh Howell Road, Tucker • 770-270-1777
• June 15th - Mary Mac’s Tea Room (Home Cookin’) - 5:30pm
        224 Ponce de Leon Ave. NE, Atlanta • 404-876-1800

If you have any questions, please feel free to give me a call or e-mail 
me. Calling will often be faster as I’m not the best at checking my e-mail. 
I look forward to seeing everyine at our “Saturday Night Out” dinners.

NCCC Convention
Update
Betty Parks, 2013 Convention Co-Director

As this report goes to press, the support for the upcoming NCCC 
Convention continues to be outstanding! Over 500 people have registered 
so far. The club will be represented by the Keys & Parks - so far.

Day passes went on sale for folks that can’t attend all week but want 
to come for a few days. To date, a dozen folks have signed up for day 
passes.

We have Celebrity Monday at Convention with seminars in the morning 
with Tom Hill, one of the C-7 engineers and his C-7 on display to see 
and touch!! In the afternoon, Ron Fellows will be holding court with the 
Michelin team - talking about tires, racing, and who knows what else! He’s 
fun to interact with and will answer most inquiring questions!



	
Calendar of Events
April 2013
   2 CA General Meeting – O’Charley’s Restaurant, Tucker*
   4-7 NCM Volunteer Trip - Bowling Green, KY*
   6 Galaxy Diner Cruise-In, Chamblee 
   7 Caffeine & Octane Gathering, Alpharetta
 13 Tucker Cruise-In, Tucker
 13-14 14 Low Speed Autocrosses, Nashville, TN*
 16 CA Board Meeting – Blue Ribbon Grill, Tucker
  20 5th Annual Corvette Show - Jim Ellis Chevrolet, Chamblee*
  21 6 Low Speed Autocrosses, St. Augustine, FL
  26-27 NCCC National Meeting, St. Louis, MO 
  27 Saturday Night Out . . . - Top Spice, Toco Hill*

May 2013
   4 SuperVette Saturday, Acworth (Classic Glass show)
   4 Galaxy Diner Cruise-In, Chamblee 
   4-5 14 Low Speed Autocrosses, Shelby, NC
   5 Caffeine & Octane Gathering, Alpharetta
   7 CA General Meeting - O’Charley’s Restaurant, Tucker*
 11 2nd Annual Corvettes for a Cause, Lawrenceville (CCA show) 
 11 Tucker Cruise-In, Tucker
 11 Saturday Night Out . . . -  Sangria’s Mexican Cafe, Tucker*
 18 Buyavette Cruise-In & Open House
 18 6 Low Speed Autocrosses, St. Augustine, FL
 18-19 14 Low Speed Autocrosses, Grissom AFB, IN
 21 CA Board Meeting – Blue Ribbon Grill, Tucker
 25-27 14 Low Speed Autocrosses, 5 Rallyes - Knoxville, TN*

June 2013
   1 Galaxy Diner Cruise-In, Chamblee 
   1-2 14 High/Low Speed Autocrosses, Putnam Park, IN
   2 Caffeine & Octane Gathering, Alpharetta
   4 CA Picnic Gathering - Stone Mountain
   8 Tucker Cruise-In, Tucker
   8-9 14 Low Speed Autocrosses, Indianapolis, IN
 15 Saturday Night Out . . . - Mary Mac’s Tea Room, Atlanta*
 18 CA Board Meeting - Blue Ribbon Grill, Tucker
 24-28 NCCC Convention - Bowling Green, KY*

* denotes events that are sanctioned for Club points

Trip to the National 
Museum of the United 
States Air Force

(Scratch one from the bucket list)

Submitted by Bob Sprock
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The National Museum of the United States Air Force (USAF) is 
located in Dayton Ohio and is a place I’ve always wanted to visit. 
Having served in the USAF from 1970 – 1974 and spent my entire 
career as an Aerospace Electrical Systems Engineer, I really like 
airplanes and everything related to them. I was surprised and 
pleased when my son Jeff said he wanted to go along on the trip. 
Cheap seats are available to fly there (appropriately) and I figured 
about three days to see everything should be about right. The 
museum has a great website with tons of information and high 
resolution pictures to preview what is available before a visit. To 
me, the museum is all about the evolution of technology that made 
it possible to keep creating more and more capable aircraft as the 
decades rolled along.

Going to Dayton Ohio in January is likely not the best time of 
year as far as weather is concerned. The temperature was right 
at freezing and we experienced constant gray overcast skies with 
snow flurries. I’m sure anyone in the club from points way north of 
Atlanta would have felt right at home. On the bright side we mostly 
had the place to ourselves, apparently the rest of the annual million 
visitors chose warmer months to attend.

We arranged in advance to take the guided Aircraft Restoration 
Tour. A knowledgable guide took our small group through a part of 
the museum which would otherwise not have been seen. We were 
able to see the aircraft before and during the restoration process 
and speak to people doing the work. There is a very large backlog 
of aircraft awaiting the process, because half of the small staff 
consists of volunteers and because of the incredible attention to 
detail they lavish on the aircraft. The museum has many sections 
organized by time period (e.g. Cold War) and is housed in very large 
hangers where everything is painted black except the natural color 
concrete floor. The displayed aircraft are illuminated by spotlights 
which makes for a very pleasing dramatic presentation. There 
is a new digital 3D IMAX theater which charged a small fee for 
admission, everything else is free (courtesy of the tax payers and 
benefactors). Guided tours are offered constantly and really add to 
the enjoyment of seeing the almost four hundred aircraft and other 
artifacts on display. Everything from the Wright Flyer to the latest 
frontline aircraft now in service are there to be viewed and enjoyed.

Noise Exposure Levels 
in Stock Car Auto Racing
Submitted by Jim Hutchinson
Noise-induced hearing loss associated with the workplace has been 
well described. Far less is known, however, about the risks to hearing 
from recreational sources of noise. We investigated the popular sport 
of stock car racing as a potentially significant source of noise exposure, 
and we conducted a sound-level survey at a National Association for 
Stock Car Auto Racing (NASCAR) event. Noise levels measured during 
the race ranged from 96.5 to 104 dB(A) at 46 meters (approximately 
150 feet) from the track and 99 to 109 dB(A) at 6 meters (approximately 
20 feet) from the track. The peak sound pressure level at 6 meters 
was 109 dB(A). Although significantly less than that associated with an 
immediate permanent threshold shift, such an exposure could cause a 
temporary threshold shift. Although hearing protection is recommended, 
particularly for track employees with longer periods of exposure, racing 
fans with only occasional exposure to such noise levels are unlikely to 
develop a permanent noise-induced hearing loss.

Source: Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, University of 
North Carolina, Chapel Hill, NC 27599-7070, USA. austin_rose@med.unc.edu



NCM Report
Ed Clark, NCM Ambassador

Six members of Corvette Atlanta plus a family member caravanned 
to Bowling Green, KY and the National Corvette Museum on the 
weekend of April 5-7, 2013.  This is the second year in a row we have 
traveled there to provide volunteer time and visit the Museum and the 
surrounding area.  Dan and Carolyn Nugent, Rob McLean, Bob Sprock 
with his son Jeff and I drove up on Friday stopping at the George Dickel 
Distillery in Normandy, TN on the way. 

The distillery is a fairly small group of buildings in the hills and has a 
long history in that part of Tennessee.  The tour we took gave us a 
history of George Dickel and the distillery from its inception to today.  
The proportion of grains used, the yeast which converts sugars into 
alcohol, the temperatures used in the processes, the double distilling 
step, charcoal filtering and aging in barrels are all still using Dickel’s 
original recipes and processes which differ somewhat from the bourbon 
system.  We took the shorter tour which did not include a trip into their 
new sipping room but many of us chose to bring a little “Tennessee 
Sipping Whisky” home to sample.

We proceeded into Bowling Green and gathered for dinner at a Smokey 
Bones BBQ restaurant.  Saturday morning the volunteers drove to the 
museum and joined Dave Brownell who had driven up from Atlanta that 
morning.  This year we were assigned tasks by Dan Garrett and John 
Pitcock after filling out some NCM paperwork for their records.  Three 
of us went out to the traffic circle in front of the Museum and trimmed 
shrubbery while the others assisted in the store making preparations for 
the Bash event later in the month.  We were well along with finishing our 
tasks by lunch time and enjoyed a lunch in the NCM cafeteria.

The afternoon was spent starting with a guided tour by John Pitcock 

of the new property where the Motorsports Park will be constructed.  A 
small amount of clearing had been done and the centerline of the track 
was staked out with a line of blue flags.  The property has a good bit of 
elevation change and the track looks to be challenging with numerous 
curves and some significant straights.  The intended completion date 
for the Phase 1 construction is next year. They could still use some 
additional funds and would appreciate your help.

After the tour we spent a couple of hours going through the Museum 
displays with Rob who had not been there before.  The movie had been 
recently updated and a number of relocations of displays had been 
made since last year.  A couple of new displays were present oriented 
toward children.  After a bit of shopping in the store, we returned to 
the hotel and then joined an enthuastic crowd of Louisville fans in a 
sports bar/restaurant for dinner.  Dave Brownell, proving that driving 
marathons are still within his capabilities, drove back to Atlanta the 
same day successfully completing over 600 miles of driving plus a day 
of work.

As is often the case on trips like this, a mechanical issue arose on a car.  
A key was stuck in a driver’s side door lock which gave an opportunity 
for the group to work toward a solution which proved to be more than 
our collective expertise, available tools, and parking lot work shop could 
fix.  Other than a bit of concern on theft, it didn’t prevent any activities 
and will be taken to a repair shop on arriving back in Atlanta.  

Sunday morning, most of us drove back to Atlanta as a group with Bob 
and Jeff taking a side trip to the Jack Daniels Distillery to complete a 
Tennessee “sipping whisky” double (whiskey without an E is the Dickel 
spelling).  We had a good time on this trip and enjoyed the people we 
met at the Museum who were anxious to please us and thanked us 
several times for our help.  You might want to consider joining us the 
next time this event is planned.

PS: We heard a rumor that there will be another “significant” C7 
announcement this summer but no word on what it will be about.  Stay 
Tuned.  We also learned that C7 VIN # 001 has not yet been produced 
as the line is still in the get everything right first mode of production of 
about 2 cars per day without VINs.
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Corvette Expo - 
Sevierville, TN 
Dave Brownell & Ed Clark

The Spring Corvette Expo was held this year on March 22-23, 2013 
at the Sevierville Convention Center adjacent to the Wilderness at the 
Smokies Water Park.  We (Dave Brownell and Ed Clark) decided to 
make a one day trip there and back to look for some used or new parts 
for our Corvettes.  We both had been to this event when it was held at 
the Chilhowee Park in Knoxville but not at this Sevierville location so 
part of the trip was also to see what it was like there.

Prior to departing, we each had made up a list of desired items and 
discussing them on the way there allowed us to be more effective when 
looking by keeping an eye out for all the items. The Convention Center 
is a new large building with cars and vendors both inside and outside 
on a large paved lot and overall nice facilities for an event like this.  
As an auction was being held the next day, there were other than just 
Corvettes at the event.  Threatening weather with a mix of rain and 
snow/sleet was forecast but it held off and was only cold. 

The 30 to 40 vendors were about equally divided between the indoor 
and outside areas although several of the big Corvette parts suppliers 
were not there this year.  Prices were generally reasonable though not 
cheap and we had mixed results in finding what we wanted or finding 
them at a price we wanted to pay.  We both found items to purchase that 
were not on our original list which is often the case.

There was a 1954 Corvette that was not restored on display for the 
auction. While it had been repainted at some point in the past, most 
everything else was claimed to be original through three owners and 
about 39,000 miles.  It was interesting to look closely at a nearly 60 
year old vehicle and it really points out how much better current car 

design and construction are. Several really nice vehicles were on 
display including 53, ’56, ’59, ’60, several C2 and C3 Corvettes.  It was 
interesting to us that we only saw one C4 on display while lots of C5s 
and C6s were present.
The older we get, the nicer and easier to attend these shows seem to be.  
The new large indoor set-ups make the experience almost enjoyable.  
But they do lack in some of the challenges brought on by bad weather, 
pushy crowds or determined vendors.  It’s not easy setting up and then 
watching people prowl through your stuff, so I congratulate those who 
can do this year after year.  We both found a few treasures but neither 
of us found enough to spend all our cash.  Once home, everything fit.  
A successful hunt, no one got hurt and it all ended well.  Maybe again, 
next year?

One other thing about these events is that you never know what you 
might see.  A surprise at this one was a ’55 Chevy convertible with 
a foot and a half chopped out of its middle to make it a no rear seat 
vehicle.  We discussed what the originator of this car had in mind – a 
big Corvette? – a Corvette with a large trunk (it was filled full of sound 
equipment)? – an attention getter?  No real clues for an answer but it 
wasn’t something either of us particularly cared for.
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Georgia Tech Car Show  Ed Clark

Georgia Tech held its eleventh annual car show on Saturday, March 30, 2013 in a parking 
lot on Ferst Drive on the campus.  For a day forecast for cloudy conditions with occasional 
rain, a large number of participants showed up as did a big crowd of spectators.  The 
weather ended up with clear skies and low 70’s and was great. This is a student exercise
 from setting it up to operating the registration and food operations.  Music was provided 
by the Georgia Tech band during the day.

The parking lot holds about 200 cars and it was full before the official start of 11:00 am 
when the public is invited in.  This car show is oriented toward getting together a bunch
of car loving individuals with whatever type of vehicle they choose to bring.  This year’s 
vehicles included many different American muscle cars, European sports cars, 4 wheel 
drive vehicles, race modified Detroit cars, military  vehicles, home brewed sports cars, 
fiberglass replicas of 30s and 40s high end touring cars, new electric powered cars, and others. It is quite like the Caffeine and  Octane events at a 
smaller scale.

Speculation that Chevrolet would possibly have a C7 there proved not to be true, however they had a large number of current models there on display.  
Porsche also had a display of several of their cars and a speaker from Porsche talked about their new facility being constructed near the airport.  There 
were about seven Corvettes in the assembled vehicles and all their owners were approached about attending our car show and joining our club. Dave 
Brownell, Frank Merrifield, past member John Watkins and I were there promoting Corvette Atlanta.

I was very encouraged by a couple of things I experienced. A number of students approached me to ask about what was involved in restoring an old 
Corvette (most mentioned were C3’s) and what was a good way to get started.  They all related stories of their parents, neighbors and others having 
Corvettes and how much they would like to have one.  The second hopeful sign was the number of young people who stopped to say how much they 
liked the new C7 and wanted to know more about them. I hope both of these are signs of a good future for our favorite sports car.

The next show is scheduled for March 29, 2014.  There is no cost to enter/register and you can do so on the internet or on site.  You might consider it 
next year as a place to show off your new C7 Z51 coupe/convertible or whatever else you might have.
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Road Atlanta and a 
Reminder for All of Us
Dave Brownell

I went, all by myself and with my new tires, to Road Atlanta for 
the NRAA track time event on April 13th.

The new Michelin tires have really made a nice difference in road 
feel, quietness and the observed instant miles per gallon numbers 
on the highway are crazy high.  Count me as very pleased.
With less than 50 miles on these tires, I took them to drive the Road 
Atlanta circuit.  The last time I did this was about twenty years ago 
in the 1985 Corvette.  Now that I am older and wiser, the course 
seems even faster in a C6 with air conditioning to keep pollen on 
the outside.
The best part of the event was meeting a very nice fellow who 
had brought his 2010 Z-06 for the event.  His car was tastefully 
modified with a supercharger and other things.  He mentioned 
riding a motorcycle up until recently and then the conversation 
turned on its heel.  Just over a year ago, he and his wife went for 

an impromptu ride that included a stretch of Highway 400.  On 
a sunny day, without much of a care, a car pulled out from the 
on ramp and his Harley hit it directly.  His wife catapulted over 
him and died instantly.  He broke both wrists and both lower legs 
but stayed with the bike.  His life had changed in an instant.  He 
spent two weeks in ICU and another two months in a rehabilitation 
hospital.  All because someone failed to see a motorcycle on a 
nice day.
I was instantly sobered in my conversation with this very pleasant 
Corvette driver.  He bought the Z-06 because he’s not likely to ever 
ride a motorcycle again.  Certainly, he said, never to ride a bike 
with a rider behind him.  It was a reminder for me and all of us, 
to be extra vigilant in our driving with motorcycles all around us 
in the springtime weather.  Look twice to notice them if they are 
there.  And the same thing goes with folks on bicycles, too. 

Change and Progress  - 1910 Ford     Submitted by Jim Hutchinson

Make sure you read all the statistics under the photo.  
This has only been 102 years ago...Amazing!!!
The year is 1910, over one hundred years ago. 

What a difference a century makes!

Here are some statistics for the Year 1910:

• The average life expectancy for men was 47 years.
• Fuel for this car was sold in drug stores only.
• Only 14 percent of the homes had a bathtub.
• Only 8 percent of the homes had a telephone.
• There were only 8,000 cars and only 144 miles of paved roads.
• The maximum speed limit in most cities was 10 mph.
• The tallest structure in the world was the Eiffel Tower!
• The average US wage in 1910 was 22 cents per hour.
• The average US worker made between $200 and $400 per year.
• A competent accountant could expect to earn $2000 per year, a dentist 
$2,500 per year, a veterinarian between $1,500 and $4,000 per year, 
and a mechanical engineer about $5,000 per year.

• More than 95 percent of all births took place at HOME.
• Ninety percent of all Doctors had NO COLLEGE EDUCATION! 
Instead, they attended so-called medical schools, many of which were 
condemned in the press AND the government as ‘substandard.’
• Sugar cost four cents a pound.
• Eggs were fourteen cents a dozen.
• Coffee was fifteen cents a pound.
• Most women only washed their hair once a month, and used Borax or 
egg yolks for shampoo.
• There was no such thing as under arm deodorant or tooth paste.
• Canada passed a law that prohibited poor people from entering into 
their country for any reason.
• The five leading causes of death were:
    1. Pneumonia and influenza
    2, Tuberculosis
    3. Diarrhea
    4. Heart disease
    5. Stroke
• The American flag had 45 stars.
• The population of Las Vegas Nevada was only 30!
• Crossword puzzles, canned beer, and iced tea hadn’t been invented 
yet.
• There was no Mother’s Day or Father’s Day.
• Two out of every 10 adults couldn’t read or write and only 6 percent 
of all Americans had graduated from high school.
• Eighteen percent of households had at least one full-time servant or 
domestic help.
• There were about 230 reported murders in the ENTIRE U.S.A.!
I am now going to forward this to someone else without typing it myself.

From there, it will be sent to others all over the WORLD...all in a matter 
of seconds! 

Try to imagine what it may be like in another 100 years.



Before I start my re-cap of the club’s successful show - let me first begin 
to thank Mark Frost, his dealership staff and Amy Frost for making 
the show work flawlessly from a facility perspective. Throughout the 
planning and implementation process, everything that we discussed 
and/or requested, was handled in a timely and effective manner. The 
radio advertisements made us the envy of the other car clubs.

I’d also like to thank those that volunteered with me to meet with Mark 
as we set our show plan and then helped put the plan into motion - 
Chris Murphy, Dave Brownell, Dan Nugent, and Ed Clark. We opted this 
year to go back to the Shepher Center as our charity beneficiary. The 
club got behind us and provided the much needed support to make it 
happen. I apologize in advance if I have missed mentioning folks that 
work the event - I was a little busy during the show and may have failed 
to see you in action. 

So on to the show -- on Saturday, April 20th - the stars, moon and 
sun were perfectly aligned for our 5th Annual Charity Car Show at Jim 
Ellis Chevrolet. The weather was, as they say, Chamber of Commerce 
perfect - sunny, mild temperature and the pollen count was only 796 
(down from 2,169 the day before)!!

Corvette Atlanta members arrived early and began setting up their 
positions in anticipation of a huge crowd of participants and spectators. 
A record number of 40+ entrants pre-registered for the show. When the 
day was over, a total of 90 cars (19 from Corvette Atlanta!) had been on 
display in the dealership lot. There were so many cars that we had to 
park show vehicles down the middle of the aisle as well as move all the 
new Jim Ellis Corvettes to their lot in Doraville!

The participants were first greeted by the Parking crew, headed by Dave 
Brownell and his team (Larry Vaitkus, Millard Davis, Frank Merrifield,  
Orlando Blancato). From that point, they were directed to a parking spot 
and then on to registration to turn in their paperwork. Registration was 

handled very professionally with the help of Joel Forman, Jack Filippone, 
Jim Hutchinson, Don Parks and Lisa Dekalb (the Access Queen).

Spectators were not disappointed with the show. Beautiful cars were 
on display everywhere!! After walking around - and having their money 
separated from them by Frank & Deve Boduch for the 50/50 raffle - it 
was time to venture over to the concession stand. Once again - the 
food was outstanding and a bargain - as evident by the sell-out! Hats 
off to Carolyn Nugent and her team (Mickey Hutchinson, Kent & Joan 
Valentino, Stephanie Strauss, Nancy Morgan, Ann Baize, Corky Key). 
Ed Clark manned the club’s Information Booth along with the NCM table. 
Thanks for his continued efforts and those members that helped him 
too. Representatiove of the Shepher Center were on hand to provide 
information about the facility and answer any questions.

Amy Parker headed up the door prize efforts and continued the 
begging and pleading for enough give-away items for participants in the 
show. This year we organized an “adopt a bucket” champaign, using 
Firehouse Sub’s pickle buckets, that were then filled with lots of car 
cleaning products. In total - we were able to stock 10 buckets for the 
show. Thanks to everyone that came aboard with financial or product 
support.

At the conclusion of the show - computer bags were awarded to the 
class winners and Best of Show to Lorna Morrison (1962) along with 
the 3 Dealer Awards (selected by Mark Frost).  Additionally, there were 
2 financial awards given out - first for the winner of the 50/50 raffle - 
$305 to Bill Okon and then on to Club Particiipation  to the club with the 
most participants - $500 to Classic Glass (with 18 participants). GREAT 
NEWS -- both financial awards were donated back to the Shepherd 
Center. The final presentation was the drawing for the “Dream Corvette” 
raffle - 3 day use of of a special edition 427 2013 red Corvette convertible 
-- AND the winner was Cindy Cowart (Classic Glass)!!
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5th Annual Jim Ellis Chevrolet Charity Car Show
One of the greatest shows in the Atlanta Area is NOW History!!     
Betty Parks

CONCESSIONS
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And The Winners Are . . .



April Caffeine & 
Octane Gathering 
Submitted by Dave Brownell

In spite of the record pine pollen, the C&O show might 
have been the biggest yet.  All three of the parking lots 
were filled to capacity with interesting cars, some of 
them never seen before.  

Two beauty queen convertibles, one Hudson (new to 
show) and one Packard (previously seen) were crowd 
pleasers.  But for me, three VW Beetles, one with less 
than 6,000 miles, were my show favorites.  Nothing 
fancy about any of these VWs, except for their time 
capsule aura.  The 67 still had its original tires, looking 
good and uncracked, and the paint on the rims was 
unmarked, meaning no dismounting of any of them.  
Cosmolene was still in spots on the inside of the front 
bumper.  Amazing!  Pictures are attached.

Each of us has developed a set of understandings and beliefs about 
cars that we use to make judgments about those we choose to buy 
or see out in the everyday world or in car shows or magazine articles.  
We may not even realize why we feel a certain way about a particular 
car and the feelings may range from indifference to very positive or 
negative.  I have thought about why I react the way I do and have come 
to some conclusions but much is still a sum of lots of things rather that 
a specific occasion or event.
I grew up in a middle class neighborhood with lots of kids who were in a 
fairly tight age group and mostly boys.  As we approached early teens, 
our discussions generally were around girls and/or cars and what were 
the good and not so good points about each with some minor discussions 
about school stuff, football, hunting, fishing and the like.  Neighborhood 
dads were mostly WWII Pacific veterans with some strong feelings 
about the Japanese which were generally not favorable and they voiced 
them without hesitation including the Japanese cars which were being 
imported.  The few European theater WWII dads either didn’t seem to 
hold the same kinds of feelings toward the Germans and Italians or they 
just didn’t talk about them.
I think at least in part as a result of the dad’s military experiences, in 
the neighborhood every car but one lonely Fiat was a made in the USA 
product with Ford and Chevrolet being the primary manufacturers but 
with a few Plymouths, Studebakers, Pontiacs and Dodges and one 
Edsel.  Most of these families bought a new car every three years or 
so and as a result all the kids were exposed to a variety of vehicles and 
heard comments from our parents as to likes/dislikes/required fixes/

etc. all of which added to our individual understanding and beliefs. First 
drives and family cars often added to the opinions you formed as the 
family ride or whatever you were driving was anything from” great!” to 
”a dog” which your friends liked or disliked and were not bashful about 
speaking their opinions. I remember well the “no chrome, no tone, 6” put 
downs of my youth.
I still regularly see and communicate with many of these childhood 
friends and it is not surprising to me that most still like the brands 
they cared about 50+ years ago in high school although most have 
also tried many others.  As we have now all reached the “qualified for 
senior discount” point in our lives; the big engines, high performance 
suspensions, clutches with floor shifters, loud glass-pack mufflers with 
dual exhausts, roomy back seats, rough rides and similar features 
have given up some of their attraction to luxury oriented vehicles which 
combined with the fact that a number of the brands we liked no longer 
exist, has resulted in a broader range of acceptable alternatives. 
It is also interesting to me that my  3 year younger sibling thinks much 
like I do while the 13 year younger ones are almost not “car guys” and 
usually buy what is rated highly by some magazine or internet source 
and have limited interest or knowledge about vehicle mechanics.  And 
this is the result of growing up in the same neighborhood with mostly the 
same families – go figure?
How about you?  What developed your opinion of various vehicle 
manufacturers and how has it changed over the years?  When did you 
decide a Corvette should be in your future and was it something from 
your past that drove that decision?

Why Do We Like Certain Cars?        Ed Clark
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Worth Re-Posting - To Cruise-In or Not   Betty Parks

As the weather warms up - thoughts of getting out and enjoying the Corvette abound as are the opportunities to join in a cruise-in gathering. The 
veteran cruisers have been attending the “All Makes & All Models”  Caffeine and Octane gathering (12600 Deerfield Parkway, Alpharetta) on the 
1st Sunday of each month (all-year round) from 8am - 11am. More information is available @ caffeineandoctane.com.
Starting April through October, the Galaxy Diner (3320 Henderson Hill Road, Chamblee) will host a cruise-in on the 1st Saturday - 4pm - 7pm. 
Enjoy an afternoon out with the whole family...eat, relax and have fun! Awards - Door Prizes - NO Entry Fees!! See galaxydiner.com for more info.
The Tucker Cruise-Ins run the 2nd Saturday from April through September - 5pm - 8:30pm on Main Street in Tucker. It’s an old fashioned town 
meet and greet of the car community. There is a $5 registration fee. Go to tuckercruisein.com for updates. NOTE: The club will travel from the 
May cruise-in (5/11) to the Sangria Mexican Cafe, also in Tucker, for the Saturday Night Out.



April & May Birthdays
 Paul Barros ...........................Apr. 1
 Carolyn Nugent ....................Apr. 1
 David Adcock ........................Apr. 3
 Rob McLean ..........................Apr. 4
 Sondra Wright ......................Apr. 19
 Don Parks .............................Apr. 25
 Dan Todd ..............................Apr. 30
 Bonnie Lass ...........................May 4
 Jan Warren ...........................May 9
 Nancy Morgan ......................May 16
 Ann Baize .............................May 17
 Dee Gowin ............................May 24
 Roxanne Roseberry ...............May 25
 Jim Hudson ...........................May 31

HAPPY BIRTHDAY Y’ALL!!
    FCOA Members 

 Travis Delp ............................May 23

Corvette Restoration
Muscle Car Restoration

• 30 Years Experience •

• Frame on and off restorations
• Fiberglass repair
• Custom body work
• Paint-Base coat, Clear coat, Lacquer,
   Poly Urethane and Gel coat
• Engine rebuild
• Race prepared engines

• Transmissions
• Rear Ends
• Brakes and rotors
• Electical harness
• Re-chrome
• Upholstery installation
• Complete details

~~ NCRS Top Flight Bloomington Gold Specialists ~~

North GA Corvette & Marine
340 Ranchette Road • Alpharetta, GA 30004

770 475-2277 or 770 298-9946

ASK FOR CHRIS OR JIM

SERVICES INCLUDE:

15% off for Corvette Atlanta members
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April & May 
Anniversaries
 James & Marci Hill ................... Apr. 26
 Paul & Angela Barris ................ May 17
 Frank & Dorothy Merrifield ...... May 23
 Dan & Rosie Todd ..................... May 25
 Michael & Donna Greer ........... May 31

CONGRATULATION!!
Remember that this is a new feature in the newsletter. 
If you have not provided your info yet and want to be 

listed here, please submit your date to the editor! 

Web Sites:
Corvette Atlanta – www.corvetteatlanta.org
NCCC – www.corvettesnccc.org
Southeast Region NCCC – www.ncccsouth.com
NCM – www.corvettemuseum.com



CHEVROLET

Proud Sponsor Of  Corvette Atlanta

2013

Family Owned and Operated Since 1971!

2013 Corvettes in stock and 
arriving daily.    Special pricing 
for club members (with mem-
bership card) on Corvettes, 
parts, accessories, and service.

Home of Georgia’s #1 certified 
Corvette Technician, David 
Fulcher.   
Home of Georgia’s premier 
Corvette sales specialist, 
Reggie Stagmaier.

Jim Ellis Chevrolet 5900 Peachtree Industrial Blvd. Chamblee, GA 30341

770.457.8211 www.jimellischevrolet.com


