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Presidential Report
Dave Brownell

I take over the presidency of Corvette Atlanta with some fear and 
trepidation, knowing that following some great previous people like 
Chris Murphy and David Morgan, their talents made a difficult job 
look easy.  As I said at the Banquet, when you folks got me, you got 
one guy.  Chris and David had great partners and assistants in their 
wives who undoubtedly kept things a bit straighter than otherwise 
would have happened.  With me, I am a one armed paperhanger 
whose wife will be otherwise occupied and largely absent from club 
affairs.  Don’t get me wrong, she’s a very nice person and has kept 
me above water for more than four decades, but car clubs are not 
her thing and I am not about to attempt changing the unchangeable.  
So, I do ask for your patience and understanding and if Carol does 
bend her rules and shows up for an event or two, please be your nice 
selves and allow for some broadening of her horizons to take place.  
For years, our Corvettes have been her “other woman.”

Changing to another subject that is apparent to most of us in the 
club, simply by looking around: what will become of us and our club 
when all of us become too old to drive our Corvettes?  Some recent 
statistics show that the average age of a new Corvette buyer has 
reached fifty-nine.  Chevy is trying to drive that down, especially 
with the new C7 Stingray.   They’d love to have that average reach 
into the mid-forties with the new car.  But, that price of $55,000 and 
up may be a problem, especially with the national economy pulling 
slowly out of the doldrums.  But we, as club members, also ought to 
be doing more to attract, welcome and retain younger members.  I 
am very open to all sorts of advice on how to do this.  One way is to 
talk to our own sons and daughters about taking more of an interest 
in joining us in club events.  After all, some of them may be inheriting 
the very same cars we’re driving today.

At a recent Caffeine and Octane show, a very nice young 21 year 
old guy came up to Ed Clark and me and started asking questions 
about a possible future buy of a C5.  We must have talked for about 
twenty minutes, and since neither of us owns a C5, we drew some 
other car show people into the discussion.  Seems that this “kid” 
had developed a fixation on the 1998 Corvette about the age of five, 
and it has never left him.  He’s in college now, has a 30 hour a week 
job, and is hell bent on having that special C5 in the next year or 
two.  He’ll probably do it.  But would it not be a wonderful thing for 
him to have a club to help him in looking for a very good car and 
teaching him how to go about it, then giving him opportunities to 
have a responsible amount of fun with it?  

That’s what might bode well for a club like ours.  Younger people 
with an interest in all sorts of Corvettes that they can afford and take 
care of might preserve us for years to come.  With events like Shop 
Days, access to members who work on their own cars, and some 
attractive competition events for beginners, the future could be much 
brighter as us older folks fade into our sunsets.  Let me know your 
ideas, and keep an eye out for perspective younger folks to join us.  
Having them around may also preserve our own interests in all sorts 
of Corvettes, young and old. 

2013 Corvette Atlanta, Inc.
Board of Directors

Elected Board Members:

President   ................Dave Brownell 
  president@corvetteatlanta.org

VP-Activities.............Chris Murphy
 activities@corvetteatlanta.org

VP-Membership .......Joel Forman
 membership@corvetteatlanta.org

VP-Competition  .......Don Parks
 competition@corvetteatlanta.org

Secretary  .................Lisa DeKalb
 secretary@corvetteatlanta.org

Treasurer  .................Betty Parks
 treasurer@corvetteatlanta.org

Members-at-Large  ..David Morgan
 member_at_large1@corvetteatlanta.org

 Charles Hawkins
 member_at_large2@corvetteatlanta.org

 Larry Vaitkus
 member_at_large3@corvetteatlanta.org

Appointed Board Members:

Governor ..................Betty Parks
 governor@corvetteatlanta.org

NCM Ambassador ....Ed Clark
 ambassador@corvetteatlanta.org

Webmaster ...............Mike Heaphy
 webmaster@corvetteatlanta.org

Editor ........................Betty Parks
 editor@corvetteatlanta.org

Parliamentarian........Carolyn Nugent
 parliamentarian@corvetteatlanta.org

Consistently ranked among the top National Council of Corvette 
Clubs (NCCC) affiliated clubs, we are active in a variety of Corvette 
enthusiast endeavors – such as club social activities, road rallyes, 
car shows, displays & amateur competitive solo driving – we try to 
have a good time in everything we do!

If you think owning & driving a Corvette is something special & you 
like being around others who feel the same way, please consider 
joining our club.

Club meetings are held the 1st Tuesday of each month. For 
more information about Corvette Atlanta, please contact the VP-
Membership or any other officer listed above.
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Competition Report
Don Parks, VP-Competition

Upcoming Competition Events:
Check the Calendar of Events for the listing of upcoming NCCC 
competition events - currently in the Florida Region during February 
and March. 

It should be noted that the first Southeast Region events will be 14 
Low Speed autocrosses in Nashville, TN on April 13-14.

If you want to have fun driving your Corvette -- and helping the club 
earn points, come join us at some of these events. You can drive 
like the traveling trio OR work like Stephanie does. 

A “New” Look for the        
C-A Review
Betty Parks, Editor

We have been interested for sometime in developing a new format for the club’s newsletter, 
especially looking for something that’s easier to post on the website. Unfortunately, time to 
research and develop various alternatives has not been available to me – until Lisa DeKalb 
mentioned that developing newsletters in Microsoft Word offered flexible designs and was 
easy to boot! 

At this point, I’m not sure what the final layout will be – but I’m working on several options. 
Please let me know if you like this new look or if I’ve missed the mark and need to go back to 
the drawing board.   

At the February meeting – we will be discussing other general items about the newsletter, 
including on-line access vs USPS delivery, meeting minutes, future articles to name a few, so 
please plan to attend to discuss the future direction of our newsletter.

Membership Report
Betty Parks, For Joel Forman

We are happy to announce that the club has been able to re-join 
three of our lost members from 2013 renewal process. At the 
January meeting, Deve and Frank Boduch returned to the club and 
shortly after that Bob Mossey signed back up. Given these late 
renewals - the club is now at 85 members.

Please let Joel Forman know if you know of anyone looking 
for a premier Corvette club to join!!

2012 Corvette Atlanta 
Club Points
Don Parks, VP-Competition

During 2012, the club participated in 51 activities, including meetings, 
regional events, drives, parties, car shows, shop days, & parade. Points 
were tabulated based on each member’s participation. 

As a result of those points, the following club awards were presented at 
the Holiday Banquet:

Top Participants in the club’s 2012 Activities

1. Jack Filippone

2. Stephanie Strauss

3. Ed Clark

4. Dan Nugent 

5. Frank Merrifield

Additionally, the Member of the Year Award was presented to 

Ed Clark 
(based on the members’ voting for the individual that contributed the most 
for the club during 2012 from the December meeting). 

Congratulations to everyone!!

NKF Raffle Ticket Update
Betty Parks, Governor

At this time, we still need to sell another 14 NKF raffle tickets for the club to be eligible for the 100% Club status. If you are interested in helping the 
club, please let me know. I will be taking our ticket sales to the National NCCC meeting in St. Louis on Feb. 24th.
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Calendar of Events
January 2013

   6 Caffeine & Octane Gathering, Alpharetta
   8 CA General Meeting – O’Charley’s Restaurant, Tucker*
  12 Awards Banquet - Petite Auberge Restaurant, Atlanta*
  22 CA Board Meeting – Blue Ribbon Grill, Tucker

February 2013

   3 Caffeine & Octane Gathering, Alpharetta
   3 Super Bowl Party – Baize home, Covington*
   5 CA General Meeting – O’Charley’s Restaurant, Tucker*
   9  Shop Day – Jim Ellis Chevrolet, Chamblee*
   9 7 Low Speed Autocrosses, Punta Gorda, FL
 16 Non-Mystery Night Dinner – Bambinelli’s Italian Restaurant, 
 Tucker*
 16 6 Low Speed Autocrosses, St. Augustine, FL
 19 CA Board Meeting – Blue Ribbon Grill, Tucker
  22-23 NCCC National Meeting, St. Louis, MO

March 2013

   3 Caffeine & Octane Gathering, Alpharetta
   5 CA General Meeting – O’Charley’s Restaurant, Tucker*
   9 Saturday Night Out . . .
   9-10 12 Low Speed Autocrosses, Palm Bay, FL
  19 CA Board Meeting – Blue Ribbon Grill, Tucker
  30 6 Low Speed Autocrosses, St. Augustine, FL
 
              * denotes events that are sanctioned for Club points 

Activities Report
Submitted by Nancy Morgan

Saturday Night Out . . .

Everybody get ready.  Corvette Atlanta is going to have a “Saturday 
Night Out” every month.  Unlike our Mystery Night Dinner, you will 
know ahead of time where you will be going.  A sign-up sheet will be 
passed around at Club meeting and if you can’t be there, you can 
call me or e-mail me  ncmorgan1@att.net. I’ll be glad to put you on 
the list and give you all the details. Listed below are the dates of the 
dinners.  Times will come out closer to the date of the dinner. We 
will probably be meeting at the restaurants somewhere between 
5:00 & 6:30 depending on the restaurant.  Some Saturdays, time 
permitting we may want to take in a movie. 

March 9th,  April 27th,  May 11th,  June 8th,  July 13th,  Aug 10th. 
Later dates to be announced. 

If you have any questions please feel free to give me a call or e-mail 
me.  Calling will often be faster as I’m not the best at checking my 
e-mail.  I look forward to seeing everyone out for our Saturday 
Night Out.

2013 NCCC 
Convention
Betty Parks, 2013 Convention Co-Director

Plans are well underway for the upcoming National Convention in 
Bowling Green, KY. Make your plans to attend for loads of fun and 
Corvette fellowship – it’s the last week of June, the 25th through 
the 29th. Along with being a scenic section of the country, this 
area offers a lot of historical places to visit, great places to shop, 
parties and entertainment along with the chance to compete if you 
so desire.

The host hotel is the University Plaza Holiday Inn. There a variety 
of fine restaurants within walking distance of the hotel and is only 
an hour drive from Nashville’s country glamour and scenery.  

There will be bus tours available to Nashville, including the famous 
“Nash Trash” tour, Mammoth Cave, and Bourbon Country. Parties, 
parties, parties -- Monday night we will have the Competitors 
Award Dinner and Derby Hat contest; Tuesday night will be a 
grand party in the Lost River Cave (did I mention wine, cheese, & 
chocolate – what could be better); Wednesday night is a Sock Hop 
at the hotel (costumes encouraged); Thursday night is Game Night 
(with the ever famous Valve Cover Racing); Friday will include the 
Convention Awards Breakfast and the National Awards Dinner and 
Corvette Raffle that evening. There will be the usual competitive 
events including the car shows, funkhana, rallye, drag events, and 
low and high speed events.

Registration opened on line on February 1, 2013 on the National 
Council of Corvette Clubs website:  http://www.corvettesnccc.org/
Convention2013.html.  So far, over 250 people have already 
registered. The host hotel is filling up fast – so don’t delay! Plan to 
join us for a fun week – and make some new friends and renew old 
acquaintances.
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NCM Report
Ed Clark, NCM Ambassador

I hope everyone had a great holiday season and are excited about 
what 2013 will bring. As I write this the “Fiscal Cliff #1” is behind us but 
#2, #3, and #4 are still looming as our pack of DC leaders continue to 
wallow around so 2013 could be even more exciting/taxing than we 
can imagine.  I am starting my 4th year as your NCM Ambassador and 
continue to welcome your ideas and suggestions of other things you 
would like for me to do in this role. Let me know at a meeting or e-mail 
me at eclark64@comcast.net. 

The first production Corvettes rolled of the assembly line in Flint 
Michigan on June 30, 1953. The NCM has arranged with the Corvette 
Assembly Plant, which will still be closed to the public, a special tour on 
June 27, 2013 to commemorate the 60th anniversary of that event.  The 
participation in this tour will be restricted to NCM members, will cost $250 
and will be limited to 200 people. The event will include the tour of the 
assembly plant and a dinner that evening with Bowling Green Assembly 
Plant team members associated with the C7 launch. Registration is 
open now at the following web site and requires your member services 
account information. http://webservices.corvettemuseum.org/Portal 
Tools/login.cfm 

Registration for the NCM’s “20th Anniversary of the Grand Opening 
Celebration” on Labor Day 2014 and the associated National Corvette 
Caravan is now open.  A single registration can be done for the 
Celebration and the Caravan activities. The onsite activities have not yet 
been finalized but they will occur over a 3+ day period. Base registration 
is for the onsite events and there are three options you can add: the 
Caravan from your area, the Hall of Fame Induction Banquet, and the 
event shirts.  For Lifetime Members there is also the Lifetime/VIP dinner 
option.  All of these can be accessed at: http://www.corvettemuseum.
org/registration/celebration/20registration.shtml 

I have had several members indicate an interest in another day of 
volunteering at the NCM this spring.  Those that went last time enjoyed 
the day and the opportunity to look at all the unusual Corvette odds 
and ends the Museum has in their storage building. More on this will be 
coming soon. 

I am looking forward to the grand reveal of the C7 on 1-13-13 and what 
the C7 is going to be like. With the several short teaser videos over the 
last month, information on the engine released and several web sites 
and magazines giving their opinions in drawings, it doesn’t appear that 
a radical change will be happening.  Santa didn’t leave me with an IOU 
for one so I am hoping a club member will have one by summer or so.

Arizona in January
Joel Forman

January is car auction month in Scottsdale/Phoenix Arizona.  This 
year there were 8 separate auctions and each had its own specialty.  

The largest of all the auctions is the Barrett-Jackson Collector Car 
Auction held at West World in Scottsdale. 2013 marked the 42nd 
anniversary of this auction and they booked in a mixture of cars most 
of which were sold “no reserve” which means that high bid buys each 
car regardless of the price. There is a 10% buyer’s premium and 10% 
seller’s fee.  For the past several years, the Barrett-Jackson event was 
promoted as an extravaganza and the place to see or be seen in the 
Phoenix area.  This was my 14th annual visit to the auction and I have 
seen it grow from a three or four day event to a seven day event.  The 
car quality was strong until the recession hit and quality and prices 
suffered for a few years but came back in 2012 and then 2013.   In 
total, the auctions grossed about $200M with Barrett-Jackson reporting 
$90M+ in sales and 270,000 attendees. Several cars sold for $1M or 
more. Several cars were consigned from notable collections including 
Clark Gable’s MB Gullwing which went for $2M. The auction runs from 
Tuesday thru Sunday and there are always a few cars on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Sunday which can be “well bought” to quote the 

SPEED TV announcers.  Friday and Saturday afternoons and nights 
are reserved for the higher end or exotic cars so that they show up live 
on SPEED TV in prime time.

The Scottsdale event was so well attended that Barrett-Jackson 
expanded to Las Vegas (October), West Palm Beach (April) and now 
Reno for HotAugustNights. 

Below is a list of what some of the 100+ Corvettes sold for:
  • 1967 coupe 327/350 $68,000
  • 1966 convertible big block, restored in 2012, $86,000
  • 1954 convertible, body off restoration, $85,000
  • 1958 convertible unrestored survivor $86,000

These non-Corvette cars sparked interest and some good prices:
  • 1936 Olds customized 3 window coupe $62,000
  • 1957 210 DelRay 2 door sedan ZZ4 350 w671 blower, $69,000
  • 1962 Belair 2 door hardtop 409/409, $50,000
  • 2013 Camaro ZL-1 $150,000 (for charity)
  • 1978 Rolls Royce 4 door sedan, $20,000
  • 1997 C-15 pickup Z71, $6,500

If you are looking for a vacation of fun in the sun, dry, warm, cloudless 
skies, the Scottsdale auctions are the place to be.

Toys For Tots Show
Betty Parks

Look at what Tricia and Druce Dooley were able to purchase for the Toys for Tots show 
from the $150 that the club gave them!! Way to go, you savvy shoppers!!

The show was held December 8th at Miller’s Ale House in Alpharetta. In addition to the 
Dooleys, the club was represented by Martha & Chris Murphy and Dan Nugent.
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Car Tweet! @jimellischevybg Mark Frost

Reprinted from Chevy Happenings - January edition
Want some of the latest information on new Chevrolets, Buicks, and GMC’s? Like the unveiling of the all-new 2014 Corvette C7, revealed on 
January 13th? Well, stay up-to-date with the latest and follow Mark Frost, VP of Operations for Jim Ellis GM Brands, on Twitter at jimellischevybg.

Mark Frost represents Jim Ellis on a number of General Motors manufacturer/dealer boards and is typically at the forefront of the latest GM 
developments. Boards include the National Chevy Performance Car Advisory Board (Corvette & Camaro), the National Chevy Truck/SUV Advisory 
Board, the Steering Committees of the Georgia Chevrolet and Buick GMC Advertising Associations, a member of the National Buick GMC 
Advertising “Leaders & Presidents” Board, and on the Southeast Region Chevy Dealer Advisory Board. For example, one of the Performance 
Board activities was attending the C7 reveal in Detroit on January 13, and event limited to 1,200 people!

So, for the latest news and developments, follow Mark Frost @jimellischevybg.

Tanks a Lot! Dave Brownell

Since the Georgia weather has been warmer lately, I chose December 
8th as the Saturday for the long awaited gas tank transplant for the 1967 
Corvette Coupe that I’ve owned for a third of a century.  The original 
tank was giving hints that it had become porous as the fuel level would 
drop a few gallons per year if left undisturbed.  The good news was 
that a new, ethanol-resistant tank was only two hundred bucks and 
Corvette Central was offering a free shipping deal for purchases over 
that amount.  The new tank was set aside in its box for a whole two 
months as I gathered courage to start the switch.  After all, the old tank 
was still doing its job if I could tolerate the slight loss of gas.

Dan Nugent suggested that I make it a home shop day event.  I quickly 
agreed, since this would be a first for me, although the principles 
seemed simple enough.  I had a few Corvette restoration books to prep 
me for the basics, so how hard could it be?  

The day before, knowing that things always take longer the first time 
you’ve done it, I removed the car’s spare tire, tire tub and rear exhausts 
and mufflers.  The book said that removing the exhaust “might be 
helpful.”  What an understatement.  I also removed the frame cross 
member support under the tank, but the gas tank seemed content to 
stay where it had been put, forty-five years earlier in St. Louis.  Another 
book showed pictures of the factory assembly process with the tank 
strapped to the frame as the Corvette bodies were dropped down onto 
them.  Hhmm?  Could this be the beginning of trouble? 

With the able assistance from Ed Clark, Frank Merrifield and Dan Todd, 
we set out on what turned out to be four guys spending three hours on 
the task in my home garage.  We put the car high up on jack stands 
and began the disconnecting of wires and gas lines.  Then we tried 
the removal and wedging out of the old tank and nothing moved.  No 
matter how we wiggled it, it was where GM had put it and nothing could 
convince it to drop down.  We slid the hold-down straps to the sides, took 
off the removable filler neck to get an extra bit of clearance, and finally 
I was able to bench press the mostly empty tank.  Now came the hard 
part, getting the new one in without damaging it or the car.  Since the 
four of us had been paying attention during the removal, the inserting 
of the new one was supposed to be the reverse.  The hardest part was 
attaching the old filler neck to the new tank while performing surgery 
through the filler hole in the car body.  This made for a new image of 
arthroscopic surgery.  Frank and Dan did the topside work while Ed and 
I did the bench pressing and contorting of the tank from below.

I want to publicly express my thanks to these guys for their able 
assistance in the process.  Otherwise, I would have worked until Spring 
on the task, and quite possibly, Summer.  No one lost their temper or 
uttered any curses.  We all played well together and only one Band Aid 
was needed.  Ed and I did the final buttoning up of exhaust pipes and 
mufflers, and an hour after the Three Amigos had departed, I had a car 
that could run and hopefully not catch fire.  I did a three quarters filling 
of the tank and there were no unexpected leaks or smells.  I also noted 
that for a car that had spent its first twelve years in Minnesota, there was 
no evidence of it ever having been driven on salted roads.  That was 
a big bit of good news.  But the best news is how good the new parts 
make the old car look from underneath.  Each thing I do with this car 
makes me like it a bit more.  Doing some of those things with capable 
and willing friends makes it even better. 
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On Saturday, December 29th, a brave bunch of club members set forth 
to join the Georgia Triumph Club, and members of a few other area 
car clubs on their annual, end of year Polar Bear Run.  Our ultimate 
goal and destination was the soon-to-be-auctioned/disbanded Microcar 
Museum in Madison.  That alone made me want to go and have a 
last look at what is purported to be the world’s largest collection of the 
world’s smallest cars and memorabilia.

The weather for the run turned out to be just what the weatherman 
said it would be: cold, cloudy, drizzly with a bit of a convincing breeze 
thrown in.  This combination of climatic events probably held back 
some participation of the more exotic and valuable cars and their 
owners.  Still, an estimated sixty cars, heavy on both Triumphs and our 
club’s Corvettes, ventured forth to make the best of an already good 
destination.  I chose to drive my ever-reliable 1985 Corvette, the one 
that has driven over 150,000 miles in all sorts of weather.  The other 
three Corvettes would stay inside garages, clean, warm and dry while 
the red “Rainman” would venture forth to Madison, a town it had driven 
through just three weeks earlier.  But, even a reliable car can have a 
bad day at age twenty-seven.  My navigator and pal for the trip was my 
28 year old son who’s known this car for most of his life.  We had our 
first premonition of old car crankiness when the wiper blades chattered 
across the windshield and the right turn signal refused to flash.  But the 
real issues became known when the car refused to start at the last few 
minutes before the starting flag was to be dropped.  Larry Vaitkus was 
very generous in repeatedly loaning assistance with jumper cables and 
some Dodge electricity, but my old Corvette obviously did not feel up 
to making the trip.  Knowing that this might be a battle best not fought, 
Frank Merrifield gave us a ride back to my house to get another car.  
My two Corvettes were buried too deep in the garage so we elected to 
take my son’s 2012 Volkswagen GLI on its first rallye event, instead.  
The once reliable Corvette was left, by itself on the starting lot, while 
the club’s new president rode shotgun in a Volkswagen sedan, driven 
by his kid!

Frank then led us in a successful attempt to catch up with the rest of 
the rallyists, using his experience in planning three other car club trips 

to Madison.  He did the predictions expertly and within a half hour or 
so, we were back with the group.  By the way, Frank wasn’t driving 
his Corvette either; he was in his pristine AMC Scrambler, so both 
of our cars were not exactly showing the Corvette flag that defiantly.  
But we were having fun seeing new things along the way, including a 
most impressive display of a V8-powered AMC car doing some rapid 
acceleration.  Two fine historic small towns were driven through at very 
legal speeds.  But the real reason we caught up was that some of the 
larger group had fallen victim to some misprints in the driving directions.  
Once they got their parts sorted out, we became a united family of 
unusual cars with unusual drivers.

At the museum, things got much better.  We joined a few other club 
members who had taken the more direct route.  The little cars displayed, 
the memorabilia surrounding them, the quality of the restorations, the 
informative signage, and the crowded parking lot was most impressive.  
To think that this collection is to be no more in one place is sad.  The 
auction, presumably to be televised in February, may prove to place a 
dollar value on some of the world’s most tiny automotive treasures.  I 
am still in awe at the paint jobs and attention to detail on the restored 
“bubble cars” and the judgment shown in keeping others in their 
“survivor” state.  I am glad that I have had the opportunity, three times, 
to have seen this collection and suggest that if you haven’t, try and do it 
yourself during the few Fridays and Saturdays left before it’s gone.  See 
(www.microcarmuseum.com) for details and some interesting videos 
about the place.

When my son and I got back to the red Corvette with a fresh battery, 
all improved quickly.  The car instantly started, the turn signals flashed 
and I swear that the clouds parted to reveal a bit of blue sky.  Although 
there was no longer a need to see about the chattering wipers, the car 
seemed happy again.  This proves the point that Corvettes ought not to 
be left unused for a year or two at a time if you want them to be reliable.  
What you need is a well-exercised car, and having great car club friends 
and one very patient son, who can help you turn the Red Lemon into 
car lemonade. 

A Polar Bear with Wrinkles
Dave Brownell
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Recap - Polar Bear Run
Chris Murphy

The morning of the Polar Bear run was a cold, overcast, drizzly day and properly named for the 
occasion. There was an eclectic gathering of cars which made the event even more striking.  The 
attendees had breakfast at Hardee’s and were eagerly awaiting the drivers’ meeting and route 
instructions for the trek to Madison and the Micro Car Museum.  The cars left the parking lot and we 
followed suit until we discovered the route instruction were more like hints or clues as to where we 
should be going.  Dave and Nancy Morgan determined the instructions were faulty when they crossed 
Five Forks Trickum road.  This was not the way to Madison.  Martha and I saw people turning around 
and followed suit to see where we missed a turn.  After we ignored the first turn some of the clues 
began to make a little sense.  But then distances between checkpoints were given in minutes.  Again, 
one must guess at the speed in order to make the minutes come out correctly.  Others just gave up on 
the directions and just drove to Madison.  The first pit stop was at a “oneholer” gas station.  By the time 
we arrived the line for the restroom was just inside the door.  Heaven help you if you really needed the 
pit stop.  There was one casualty at the stop.  A gang was pushing a car to get it started but had no 
success.  The car was jumped and all appeared good and the caravan left.  Later, we came upon the 
same car with the battery problem on the side of the road.  Frank was there so I knew there was no 
need to stop for all were in good hands.  The remainder of the trip was quite enjoyable and relatively 
uneventful.

Martha and I enjoyed lunch with Frank, Larry and Lisa.  Frank diagnosed that the problem with the 
car on the side of the road was due to connection omitted from the alternator.  Connection made and 
all were back on the road.  The Micro Car Museum was something to see.  The museum contained 
all sorts of micro cars from all over the world.  I am not sure I would want one for a daily driver but 
certainly great to see.  Also there were several coin operated kiddy rides that once would be outside 
of stores during the 50’s and 60’s.  Several candy vending machines and all impeccably restored.  
Everything will be auctioned in February, so if you would like to have one of these toy cars or other 
pieces of Americana bring your checkbook.

All in all a very nice way to spend a Saturday driving the Vette on the back roads, meeting friends and 
see something we (Martha and I) have never seen. 

More 2012 NCCC 
Competition & Club 
Legacy Betty Parks, Governor

At long last -- the final points for 2012 have been tabulated!! 
Corvette Atlanta did indeed earn a spot in the top 15 clubs in the 
Nation -- #14 to be exact! The club continues to be one of the most 
winning clubs in the NCCC competition program.

A little history for those who like to look back at the way things 
have been -- the club joined NCCC in 1972. They immediately bid 
and won the opportunity to host the 1974 National Convention in 
Atlanta -- which was quite successful!! In the first full year in NCCC, 
the club earned a spot in the top 12 clubs in the nation - at #11! In 
the years that followed, the club has earned a spot in the top clubs 
in the nation every year except 1975, 1976, 1986 and 2010. Along 
the way, we have earned four #1 awards (1980, 1990, 1997 & 
1998) along with eight runner-up #2 positions and in total, nineteen 
top 5 positions out of forty years of competition! In addition to the 
#1 club awards, Corvette Atlanta has been honored with the #1 top 
competitor with Jack Filippone (1991), Mary Monks (2002), Don 
Parks (2004) & me (1997, 2003, 2004, 2007, 2012). 

Job well done Corvette Atlanta!! 

Shop Day 
Dan Nugent

Our next Shop Day is scheduled for 9 AM Saturday, February 9 at Jim Ellis 
Chevrolet’s Service Center. Jim Ellis Chevrolet has a policy (for insurance 
purposes) that requires all vehicles in the shop to have a Repair Order 
on file.  This also applies to employees working on their own cars and will 
apply to Corvette Atlanta members bringing their Corvettes to any Shop 
Day.  It will be a simple procedure of checking in with one of the service 
writers to register your project or diagnosis desired.  If there are any parts 
needed from the parts department (you are expected to provide your own 
fluids and known parts required in advance) they can be charged to the 
work order at the Corvette Atlanta special discount.  

As usual, in order to allow to plan and schedule the various projects to 
accommodate all the members, advance registration for Shop Day is 
required.   Please use the registration form to be posted on the club 
website.  If it is not posted due to website technical difficulties, as 
experienced before, please send an e-mail at danug@comcast.net 
stating: name, year/model Corvette, work or diagnosis desired and any 
special requests.  There are no advance appointment times given so plan 
on spending the morning at the event and enjoy the opportunity to learn 
about Corvette technology and socialize with fellow members and Jim 
Ellis Chevrolet employees.  Please submit your registrations no later than 
Tuesday, February 5.
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January & February 
Birthdays
 Rosie Todd ............................. Jan. 4

   Bob Zrolka ............................ Jan. 8

   Angela Barros ....................... Jan. 14

   Lynda Matt ............................ Jan. 19

   Bill Davidson ......................... Jan. 25

   Mickey Hutchinson ................ Feb. 8

   Dorothy Merrifield................. Feb. 12

   Donna Greer ......................... Feb. 12

 Phyllis Cowan ........................ Feb. 19

HAPPY BIRTHDAY Y’ALL!!

    FCOA Members 

 Eli Hutchinson ....................... Feb. 16

Editor Begs...Wanted:
• Articles to help fill this newsletter.
• Recipes to help fill this newsletter
• Can be about . . . anything!
• Good digital photos of your Corvette!!!

Web Sites:
Corvette Atlanta – www.corvetteatlanta.org
NCCC – www.corvettesnccc.org
Southeast Region NCCC – www.ncccsouth.com
NCM – www.corvettemuseum.com

Corvette Restoration
Muscle Car Restoration

• 30 Years Experience •

• Frame on and off restorations
• Fiberglass repair
• Custom body work
• Paint-Base coat, Clear coat, Lacquer,
   Poly Urethane and Gel coat
• Engine rebuild
• Race prepared engines

• Transmissions
• Rear Ends
• Brakes and rotors
• Electical harness
• Re-chrome
• Upholstery installation
• Complete details

~~ NCRS Top Flight Bloomington Gold Specialists ~~

North GA Corvette & Marine
340 Ranchette Road • Alpharetta, GA 30004

770 475-2277 or 770 298-9946

ASK FOR CHRIS OR JIM

SERVICES INCLUDE:

15% off for Corvette Atlanta members
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Super Bowl Party 
Betty Parks

The next club event is the Super Bowl Party on Sunday, February 
3.  Again this year our hosts will be Ann and Scott Baize, located 
on Salem Road, Covington, GA 30016; telephone 770-787-0220.

Festivities are set to start around 4 PM.  Our hosts will provide 
meat for the party, and attendees are requested to bring a dish 
to share—salads, vegetables, desserts, etc.  Also bring your own 
adult beverages should you so desire. Please RSVP to me with the 
number of attendees and your dish to pass—I will relay the running 
total to the Baize’s and keep track of the side dishes.  Email is best, 
but you can also call me at 770-993-0271.
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CHEVROLET

Proud Sponsor Of  Corvette Atlanta

2013

Family Owned and Operated Since 1971!

2013 Corvettes in stock and 
arriving daily.    Special pricing 
for club members (with mem-
bership card) on Corvettes, 
parts, accessories, and service.

Home of Georgia’s #1 certified 
Corvette Technician, David 
Fulcher.   
Home of Georgia’s premier 
Corvette sales specialist, 
Reggie Stagmaier.

Jim Ellis Chevrolet 5900 Peachtree Industrial Blvd. Chamblee, GA 30341

770.457.8211 www.jimellischevrolet.com


