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Picture from the Veterans' Day Parade (see related article in the newsletter). 

 

 

November / December Birthdays 

Eric Roberts 4-Nov Debbie Payne 3-Dec

Pat Zrolka 7-Nov Joe McCusker 5-Dec

Jack Filippone 11-Nov Joan Valentino 12-Dec

Marci Hill 14-Nov Susan Scheller 15-Dec

Jim Hutchinson 18-Nov Charles Hawkins 26-Dec

Charlotte Davis 19-Nov Kelly Heaphy 28-Dec

Kent Valentino 20-Nov Bob Matt 30-Dec

Ann Clark 23-Nov Frank Merrifield 31-Dec

Yvonne Key 26-Nov

Future Corvette Owners Association (FCOA) Members

Brianna Barros 11-Nov Eli Key 12/19

Jackson Bedenbaugh 3-Dec

Happy Birthday Y'all !!!

 
 

Presidential Report - by Chris Murphy 

The Holidays are approaching and with them the normal thoughts of who is to be on the gift list begins to 

enter our minds and what to get them.  What gift would be appropriate, when to shop, how to wrap and the 

questions keep on coming?  This brings to a recent story that I call “The Perfect Gift.”  There is a man who 

works for us who is a very accomplished guitarist.  He has chops ranging from blues to jazz to classical.  

But like most guitarist he must maintain a good day job to pay the bills.  One day recently he was relaying a 

story of a Christmas gone by where he found himself very short of money.  So much so he saw no way of 

getting anyone gifts that year.  He was feeling very poorly about his state of affairs one night wondering 

what he could do for gifts.  Looking around his meager apartment and surveying all his musical equipment, 

the 4 track recorder and a pile of cassette tapes caught his attention.  There was the answer to his dilemma.  



He would record a cassette of Christmas music.  He would use the 4 track to record himself paying the 

rhythm tracks and then play the melody to fit the rhythms.  Soon he had enough to fill a cassette and began 

the copying process.  One of the songs on the tape was “My Favorite Things.”  So taking a line from that 

song, the gifts were wrapped in brown paper and tied with string.  These cassettes turned out to be the hit of 

The Season.  People were calling wanting another cassette because someone had taken theirs and would not 

return it.  The demand was so high that he exhausted his supply of blank tapes and he had buy more.  Even 

as he relayed to story to me he still felt kind of poorly about giving a gift that was not up to standard, so to 

speak. 

This is where I have to follow his story with another.  Most of the events I attend at my local dealers, 

attendees are requested to bring examples of their projects and display them.  Many of the projects the 

ladies completed were for gifts.  I always begin my presentations with a “Thank You” to the ladies for the 

projects and begin my explanation of “The Perfect Gift.”  We all have one item that is very precious, and 

never replaceable. This is our time.  Once an hour is gone, it is gone forever never to be regained.  And for 

you to think that much of another to give them that time is saying magnitudes.  Not only did you invest 

your time in making that one gift but you invested countless hours in perfecting you talents to the point 

where the results are worthy to be displayed.  The combination of time plus talent to be directed to another 

is truly “The Perfect Gift” and should be always looked upon in that manner.  I usually conclude by saying 

that if your gift was met with the gratitude to which it deserved, then you have my heartfelt thanks for 

giving “The Perfect Gift.” 

As I relayed this to my co-worker, he suddenly realized what he had done and a smile crossed face and it 

seemed all was good.  So if you have given of yourself, you can feel good about giving “The Perfect Gift.” 

Save the wave. 

 

Remember -- December Club Meeting is Wednesday 12/5 

REMINDER - we will be voting for the 2012 Member of the Year at the December meeting. 

 

2013 Slate of Corvette Atlanta Officers  

President - Dave Brownell  VP Activities - Chris Murphy 

VP Competition - Don Parks  VP Membership - Joel Forman 

Secretary - Lisa DeKalb  Treasurer - Betty Parks 

Members-at-Large - David Morgan, Charles Hawkins, Larry Vaitkus 

 

Upcoming Events  

Sunday, December 2—Caffeine and Octane.  

Wednesday, December 5—Corvette Atlanta meeting  

  ** Meeting Moved from Tuesday to Wednesday ** 

Saturday, December 8—Toys for Tots, Miller's Ale House, Alpharetta 

 

Competition Report - by Don Parks 

Past Competition Events: 

Continuing the ever-traveling pursuit to get Corvette Atlanta into the top 15 NCCC club competition, the Parks & 

Filippone/Strauss team attended two 14 low speed autocross weekends in Huntsville, AL and Nashville, TN. The 

competition was exciting with points adding up!! Fingers crossed that the efforts will be enough to score a top 15 finish 

for the club! 

Upcoming Competition Events: 

Nov 23-25 - Roebling Road Raceway, GA; Dec 1-2 - Huntsville, AL, Dec 8-9 - Brooksville, FL 

If you want to have fun driving your Corvette -- and helping the club earn points, come join us at some of these events. 

You can drive like the traveling trio OR work like Stephanie does. 



 

Membership Report - by Larry Vaitkus 

The club has increased to 101 members with the addition of 3 new additions at the November meeting - 

Michael & Donna Greer (Michael's brother is an active NCCC member of North Florida Corvette 

Association in Jacksonville, FL), and John Walker (found us from the web).  Help us make them feel 

welcome and part of the family! 

 

NCM Ambassador - by Ed Clark 

There continues to be progress made on the preparation for the National Corvette Caravan in August, 2014. The 

NCM has developed a video which can be seen at www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z23Rrkdl that gives an overview 

of the event and how the various regional/state caravans will work together to arrive in Bowling Green.  At this 

time the Florida and Georgia caravans plan to stage together somewhere in the Atlanta area for the final drive to 

the Museum on August 28, 2014. 

The Florida and Georgia caravan leaders are working toward having some joint function with Road Atlanta being 

given first consideration on the 27
th
.  An itinerary and details for the Georgia caravan is still in the development 

stage but will become available once completed at the www.nationalcorvettecaravan.com site where all the state 

and regional information is available as well as more Caravan facts.  This is where you will need to go to register 

once you decide to participate. 

A bit of early information for your use.  As the C-7 will be in production at that time, you may want to register 

for a tour of the Corvette Assembly Plant during the Homecoming event.  You can do this at the Assembly Plant 

web site but it must be within two years of the date desired.  There will be lots of interest in the Assembly Plant 

tours, so register early. 

If you are cruising the internet you may want to spend some time at youtube.com/user/corvettemuseum .  The 

museum has developed a number of videos about the Museum itself, the inductees into their Hall of Fame, an 

assembly plant tour, and has recently added several on the 2013 Corvette with information on options, interior 

features and the 60
th
 Anniversary package. 

Finally, I am considering another trip to the Museum for our club in the spring, possibly prior to our car show. I 

was also considering offering to do some additional volunteer work as a club if there is sufficient interest.  Let 

me know your thoughts. 

 

Veterans' Day Parade Recap - by Dan Nugent 

It was another great and memorable Veterans Day Parade with outstanding participation and weather again this 

year.  It is always a scramble to come up with the needed cars to support the growing demand of the Parade’s 

organizers for their increasing number of VIPs/Dignitaries (whoever they may be!).  By my count we had a total 

of 29 Corvettes with 12 from Classic Glass Corvette Club which was just enough to accommodate everyone this 

year.  Now that Corvette Atlanta has added their own American car flags, we all presented a very uniform and 

patriotic appearance and received warm applause as we passed the spectators along the parade route.  The parade 

route was extended with the reviewing stand in front of the “World of Coca-Cola” across from Centennial Park 

which allowed for a larger area for spectators, which seemed more than usual. 

There always seems to be some kind of little hitch that becomes memorable.  For the second year in a row, one 

of the dignitaries left a coat behind in one of the Corvette Atlanta cars requiring a scramble to find out how to 

return it to its owner.  This year was somewhat bizarre since Rick Adle found a jacket behind his passenger seat 

after lunch with the rider’s wallet and car keys for a rental car.  I received several panic messages on my home 

answering machine from both parties when I got home around 2 PM and we coordinated the return to the VIP at 

his hotel in Duluth by mid-afternoon.  He planned to take a cab downtown Sunday to pick-up his car and fly back 

to Virginia.  “All’s well that ends well”! 

It was very nice to have new members Millard and Charlotte Davis, Jim and Marci Hill, Mitch Anglin, John 

Walker, and former members Rick Adle and Larry & Roberta Dotson support our parade this year. Without 

them, along with the loyal and enthusiastic support from Classic Glass, we would have come up short and it also 

demonstrates the strong patriotic appeal of this annual event.  So make sure to mark your 2013 calendar for next 

year’s parade on Saturday, November 9, 2013.  Thanks to all for your fine support! 

 

 Car Color and You - by Ed Clark 

I received an e-mail from my car insurance company recently and one of the articles in it was about the 

color of your car and what it says about you.  Being an engineer by training and a logic oriented person, I 



have never had much confidence in this kind of information so I decided to do a quick survey of a number 

of web sites which espouse opinions on this issue.  There were lots and lots of them by the way. 

I was a bit surprised that most of the sites had quite similar results for a given color which might indicate 

numerous detailed scientific studies with similar results or plagiarism gone wild.  I have had a number of 

cars and trucks so far in life and can remember white (8), black (3), gray (2), silver (4), brown (2), tan (3), 

blue (1), green (3), yellow (1), gold (1), orange/red/pink/purple (0) so I am not sure what all this says about 

me but I have some thoughts and reasons toward the end of this. 

Here are some of the findings from the “experts” on the internet. I claim only gathering info, not putting in 

my own opinion: 

Red: passionate, take charge type, a bit wild, romantic, speedy, high energy, sexy, moody, risk taker 

Orange: eccentric, upbeat, unique, fun loving, talkative, trendy, confident, brilliant, like attention 

Yellow: confident, fun loving, idealistic, joyful, whimsical, lively, trendy, somewhat moody 

Green: conscientious, jealous, hysterical tendencies, traditional, trustworthy, thrifty, upbeat 

Blue: loyal, calm, value relationships, blend in, cautious, quiet, dependable, consistent, introspective 

Purple: original, royalty, creative, original, magical, strong, purposeful 

Pink: healthy, gentle, loving, affectionate, smile a lot 

Brown: reliable, earthy, approachable, friendly 

Black: powerful, authoritative, self-assured, aggressive, mysterious, rebellious, sophisticated 

White: careful, detail oriented, innocent, fastidious, stable, confident, extrovert, brilliant 

Gray: stable, self-reliant, sober, practical, boring, calm, dedicated 

Silver: calm, cool, aggressive, elegant, consistent, confident, classy, aloof, wealthy 

Gold: wealthy, independent, intelligent, fashionable, prideful 

Tan: basic, simple, inconspicuous, controlled, timeless 

 

I have put down some reasons cars turned out a particular color from personal experiences and stories I 

have been told by others on why their car was a certain color: 

- My spouse picked it out. 

- It was the only one on the lot with a six speed, dual clutch & posi that I really wanted. 

- The seller made me a great deal!  (No one else wanted that color) 

- A hand-me –down from grandmother/dad/aunt/etc. 

- I had brain fade the day I bought it or too much beer, etc. 

- The color chip I used buying the paint was way off. 

- He liked the “Pink Cadillac” song. 

- Kermit the Frog was your favorite Muppet or your granddaughter liked the Smurfs. 

- It was a dark and rainy night and I couldn’t see well. 

- It is the official company color(s). (example: Mary Kay) 

- I went to the University/College/HS whose colors were orange and green. 

- My Dad paid for it and he likes blue. 



- I wanted a color that wouldn’t show dirt. 

I am sure you have many other opinions based on your own selections or what the color 

selections of people you know imply and many more reasons/excuses you have made or 

heard to add to these lists. Have fun! 

 
C5 Secrets - by Dan Nugent 

Did you know....? 

1. The little yellow “helper light” on the bottom of the rear-view mirror that illuminates the shifter area 

2. That you can put your key in the driver’s door and turn it twice towards the front to unlock the passenger 

door and a third time to pop the trunk. 

3. That you can pop the trunk and also pop the gas cap cover by pulling on metal lines hidden in the back. 

4. The little slotted cover on the dash behind the steering wheel is where the inside air temperature sensor is 

located. 

5. All of the option codes are in the glove box. 

6. Tire inflation recommended pressures are on the driver’s door 

7. The thing that looks like a little LED near the DIC buttons is a light sensor 

8. The thing that looks like a little LED near the defroster vent is a UV sensor for determining A/C usage to 

compensate for the heating effect of the sun 

 

Perceived Value; it just depends with a Corvette - by Dave Brownell 

People are often asking me what I think the value of my cars, theirs, or some other object of desire is worth.  

It’s never easy to give them a purely objective answer.  It depends a lot on the car itself, the circumstances, 

the market and the time of day.  And, if I am hungry, my answer might be different. 

If they’re serious about buying the best and most dependable Corvette, the answer is usually an easy one; 

buy a new one that rings your bells.  But buy it wisely, do the research about what it should contain, then 

have some fun doing the dealer game.  But my cautions include the caveat to buy it from a close-by dealer 

who has a record of satisfying their customers.  That narrows it down fast. 

The next level down is the lightly used, but lovingly cared for Corvette that still rings your chimes.  It can 

be on the dealer’s lot, or one from a friend you know.  I get a bit antsy when it comes to eBay or Craigslist, 

although they’re probably some hidden treasures out there, somewhere.  For the more mature buyer, 

especially the person who has the financial wherewithal, the advice to buy what you like is always in my 

top three.  But for the person who is new to Corvettes but “always wanted one but never quite took the 

plunge” I tell them to investigate and become familiar with each of the six generations of the beasts and see 

what appeals to them.  Granted, the old cars may be far too pricey for a family guy in his thirties, but for 

the well-heeled retiree who can still whistle the tune of “Route 66” but never got around to playing the part 

of either Tod or Buzz, then a nice restored C-1 or C-2 might be just the thing.  Some of the more handy 

people could even handle a near basket-case in this generation, but the time and talent might work against 

such a choice.  It depends.  Buying someone else’s restoration is often cheaper than doing your own. 

For most of my friends who want their first personal Corvette experience, but still have a few other things 

to do without spending all their budget, I will gladly recommend a lovingly cared for C-4 or C-5.  I just 

drove my 67 and 93 models today, back to back on the same route.  What a difference twenty-five years 

made in the two cars, both with 300 horsepower V8s and manual transmissions.  The newer one was 

tighter, had well-functioning power everything and got me home in air conditioned comfort.  The older one 

got lots of attention from others, was more basic in the way it did things, and still got me home.  The newer 

one is worth about a fifth of the older one in value, but in sophisticated engineering and reliability, it’s 

miles ahead of the 67.  It just depends. 



Now, with the advent of the C-7s, the C-6s will start to feel their age, especially in the value department.  I 

haven’t regretted buying mine a minute in the past five years, and undoubtedly, it would be my first choice 

for a Corvette road trip if one was hastily called for.  So, for the person who might want to consider 

spending about two-thirds of what a brand new one might cost, a C-6 in great shape might be on my advice 

list, along with the later C-5s. 

Finally, there are a few friends where I would never advise Corvette ownership.  This would include the 

chronic complainers, the people who cannot bend to fit in easily, or those who just don’t seem able to have 

fun driving.  For these folks, the best Corvette is usually a Toyota Camry.  It just depends. 

 

John Fitch...Corvette's Fast Man of Many Talents - by Dave Brownell 

By the time you’re reading this, John Fitch will have been dead for a couple of weeks.  He died on October 

29
th
 at age 95, having squeezed into those years more fun with cars than a class full of more recent vintage 

professional race car drivers.  Keeping this Corvette-centric, he was on the ground floor of Corvette 

competition once his friend, GM’s Chief Engineer Ed Cole dropped a new V-8 into it in late 1954.  Fitch 

made it go on U.S. and European race tracks faster than almost anyone else could.  He had already proven 

his mettle as a decorated Army Air Force pilot in WWII where he survived being shot down and several 

months in a POW camp before being liberated in 1945 by General Patton.  He began racing “odd foreign 

sports cars” in postwar race tracks in his native Connecticut where he quickly won a string of races and 

became SCCA’s first National Champion.  His winning streak in the U.S. and Mexico’s Panamerica races 

allowed him to be selected as the only American driver on the previously all German Mercedes team at 

LeMans.  After the disastrous 1955 accident that killed his co-driver and 85 spectators, Fitch had the guts to 

tell his German bosses the unthinkable…that they should pull out Mercedes out of road racing.  They did.  

But that accident re-focused Fitch into developing safer cars and highways, eventually holding 15 patents, 

including the Fitch Inertia Barrier safety system to reduce injuries when cars hit the ends of guard rails.  

Tens of thousands of people have been saved by this one device alone, and he almost single-handedly 

conceived and marketed it after proving it worked in accidents with him at the wheel. 

John Fitch became Corvette’s leader of their racing team, here and abroad.  He wanted more Americans, 

especially the ones who might find a Corvette too expensive for weekend competition, to be able to race 

Chevys successfully.  So he looked a little lower on the price scale and ended up making a Corvair Sprint a 

strong but affordable competitor to Porsches.  He convinced GM dealers to carry these Fitch-modified 

Corvairs and sold hundreds each year for several years.  He’s been inducted in the National Corvette 

Museum Hall of Fame and is recognized as a leader of both international competition and highway safety 

by the National Automotive Hall of Fame in Dearborn. 

John Cooper Fitch can be an amazing car person story if you Google or Wiki him.  I suggest that you do or 

just begin with two YouTube interviews at the following:  www.youtub.com/watch?v=89s01voNnwE  or 

www.YouTube.com/watch?kTkCo2fRiJ4&feature=related   He’s been extensively covered in several 

books and has sometimes been referred to as Corvette’s answer to Carroll Shelby.  But this man has been 

so much more than a successful American racer and inventor.  He last competed at age 88 when he drove a 

Mercedes SLS at more than 160 mph at Bonneville.  The New York Times obituary (www.NYTimes.com) 

lists only a few of the dozens of famous people who saw him as an interesting and loyal friend, faster than 

most and genuine to the core.  From royalty, actors, fellow racers and the kid down the block who just 

wanted an autograph, John Fitch was as fine and fast as anyone. 

 

Why I Do It - by Tom Wright 
Several weeks ago on a nice dry and clear day during the week, I put the top down on ‘old blue’ and 

decided to attach the U.S. flags to the top of the windshield and took a ride.  Later I pulled up at a light and 

a man in a pickup next to me asked if this a special flag flying day.  I told him, no, I just get a warm feeling 

when I fly old glory and I’m proud to be a veteran.  He smiled, shook his head, said he was a vet also and 

gave me the thumbs up sign.  If you’re like me, you probably get that good feeling in your gut when you 

see the symbol of our country and you also get that warm feeling. 



 

For Sale - 1996 Grand Sport - by Scott Baize 

17,000 miles, red interior. Reduced to $29,500. Anyone interested call 404-210-4845.  

Selling due to purchase of 63 split window a few months ago. Nowhere to park it --- Not a fire sale (ouch) hard 

to say that. 

 

For Sale - 2000 Corvette Car Cover - by Charles Hawkins 

I have a new car cover for a 2000 Corvette Convertible. with lock & key.  It was on my car one time and is one 

month old. I am asking $60.00.  

Home phone 770-939-7524 / Cell 770-630-4004 


