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This edition of the C-A-Review is dedicated to Michael Campsmith. Thanks for ALL the memories and a job well 

done!! 

 
 

October / November Birthdays 

Frank Boduch 15-Oct Pat Zrolka 7-Nov

Michael Campsmith 16-Oct Jack Filippone 11-Nov

Doug McSwain 24-Oct Marci Hill 14-Nov

Chris Murphy 24-Oct Jim Hutchinson 18-Nov

Tom Wright 24-Oct Charlotte Davis 19-Nov

Trent Brown 27-Oct Kent Valentino 20-Nov

Lisa DeKalb 30-Oct Ann Clark 23-Nov

Eric Roberts 4-Nov Yvonne Key 26-Nov

Future Corvette Owners Association (FCOA) Members

Brianna Barros 11-Nov

Happy Birthday Y'all !!!

 
 

Presidential Report - by Chris Murphy 

The last shop day at Jim Ellis proved to be very entertaining, to use an unlikely word.  I had my son, Matthew’s, car there 

because the oil pressure sending module needs to be replaced.  Everything began the normal way with people arriving and 

getting their cars into the shop area.  The lead mechanic David opened the hood of Matt’s car to let the engine cool down.  

At the time sure I would not want to work on a hot engine either.  Time progressed and then, visiting with friends and then 

I noticed David stretched across the fender, over the engine with a ratchet with extensions and a light on a flexible rod 

probing on the back side of the intake manifold.  Moving with precision and some contortions the defective part was soon 

removed.  With the same drill in reverse the new part was replaced and in less than 20 minutes the bay was ready for the 

next car.  Next there was to be a new exhaust installed and there was worry if we would have enough time.  The car was 

lifted and after a couple of spins of the air ratchet the sway bar was loose and part of the old exhaust was loose.  David 

pointed and gave some more instructions and the exhaust was soon in place.  

Once again I was reminded of the old saying.  You can make it look like you can walk on water when you know where the 

rocks are.  There is absolutely no substitute for knowledge coupled with experience.  We all go through life and are 

presented with life’s challenges and if we learn from experience sometime they become easier and easier.  But it is those 

times when we do not employ experience that makes little bumps real obstacles.  It is truly these moments like shop day to 

remind me not take the grey hair for granted, learn from the past and employ it in the future. 



I hope to see you all at the parade on Veterans Day.  Save the wave. 

 

NCM Ambassador - by Ed Clark 

There is going to be a new TV series beginning in January, 2013 and lasting for 13 weekly episodes. It is going to be 

called “Vetted, a Corvette Series” or something similar and will be shown on the SPEED channel on Wednesdays.  It will 

be presented twice each week, once in East Coast and once in West Coast prime time. The show will be hosted by two 

individuals, Drew Waters and Jeff Hamond.  They will be joined by a celebrity guest each week. 

The show will cover Corvette history, all generations will be presented, several Corvette clubs will be visited, and 

individual Corvette owners interviewed with their collections. Features of present and future Corvettes will be discussed.  

One show will be a visit and presentation on the Bowling Green Corvette Assembly Plant and the National Corvette 

Museum.  A featured presentation will be the rebuilding of an older Vette which may be covered over several episodes.  

There is a You Tube video presenting the shows concept currently available. 

The NCM recently announced that Rick Hendrick, a longtime friend of the Museum who has taken delivery of numerous 

Corvettes for himself and his NASCAR drivers at the Museum, has donated $100,000 toward the Motorsports Park. The 

NCM continues to look for donors like this but is actively welcoming donations of any amount. 

Additionally, the NCM now has a channel on You Tube with informative videos about the Museum and Corvettes.  It can 

be found at www.youtube.com/user/corvettemuseum . 

 

Upcoming Events  

Sunday, November 4—Caffeine and Octane. 

Saturday, November 10—Veterans' Day Parade 

Sunday, December 2—Caffeine and Octane.   

Saturday, December 8—Toys for Tots, Miller's Ale House, Alpharetta 

 

Shop Day Recap - by Dan Nugent 

We had another busy and productive Shop Day on Saturday, October 6, 2012 at the Jim Ellis Chevrolet Service Center.  

David Fulcher started with his amazing “quick change” oil pressure sensor replacement on Matt Murphy’s C-5.  His 

unique procedure looks a lot like laparoscopic surgery to me!  Using extended tools and a long, flexible LED flashlight to 

reach the recessed sensor location under the cowl area, he is able to make the replacement without removing several 

engine components normally done using conventional methods.  This saves considerable time (and customer expense if it 

was being done elsewhere).   

Bob Matt needed assistance in replacing rear spark plugs on his 1993 Anniversary Edition as well as doing an oil change.  

Having the right tools always makes a difference!  Jim Hudson and Frank Merrifield did their own oil changes. 

John Watkins started to install a new CORSA exhaust system on his C-5 with help and advice from several members who 

had done it before or thought they knew how.  David showed how it can be done with pneumatic wrenches and experience 

in a matter of minutes on one side while we struggled with the other side.  Another good learning experience!  John was 

anxious to test the new pipes as soon as it was off the lift and every agreed that he had made a good choice. 

Dave Brownell brought his “phantom” 1967 Convertible that has been in storage at a remote location for many years. He 

has been changing fluids and ignition parts after driving it back to Atlanta and was noticing rough acceleration.  David 

used a diagnostic ignition scope to determine that one of the new spark plugs was defective (how does that happen?).  

Once replace, all was well with no further carburetor adjustments needed. Dave now plans to replace his gas tank which 

has shown signs of slow leakage.  It is nice to see another classic Corvette being revealed and put back in service by a 

Corvette Atlanta member.   

Rob McLean needed David’s help to install a replacement console shifter boot and indicator assembly on his 1982 that 

required a variety of tools and modifications to complete the job.  Looks like new now! 

As usual, we had several members observing and socializing during the morning.  We especially enjoyed and appreciated 

the sausage biscuits provided by Jim Hudson.  And of course, the support from David Fulcher and Jim Ellis Chevrolet 

continues to be extraordinary! 

 

Veterans' Day Parade 2012 - by Dan Nugent 

Corvette Atlanta will lead the 31
th
 annual Veterans Day Parade through the downtown Atlanta streets on Saturday, November 10, 

2012. The assembly area and parade route will be essentially the same as last year and Corvettes will be lining-up on the side 

street at the end of West Peachtree Street facing Peachtree Street no later than 10:00 AM.   Final staging directions and parade 

route information will be provided at least a week before the event.   

Although convertibles are preferred, coupes with tops removed are welcome since we need at least 25 Corvettes to accommodate 

the various parade officials and dignitaries.  Fixed-roof coupes (mid-years & ZO6 ) could be used for carrying miscellaneous 

Veterans if you would like to be in the parade. We can always use extra Corvettes for the “Walk-Ons” or extra parade officials.  



Corvette Atlanta and Classic Glass Corvette Club have collaborated for many years on this event in order to provide the required 

number of Corvettes.  

The parade is always a great opportunity for club members to participate in this special event with their Corvettes on display 

while honoring our veterans. After delivering the dignitaries to the reviewing stand at the end of the parade we will go to 

Manuel’s Tavern at the intersection of North Ave. and Highland Ave. for a group lunch. If you have not already signed-up, you 

may do so at the Nov 6 (Election Day!!) meeting or send me an e-mail at danug@comcast.net. 

 

Competition Report - by Don Parks 

Past Competition Events: 

In the ever-continuing pursuit to get Corvette Atlanta in the top 15 NCCC club competition, the Parks attended  two 14 low speed 

autocross weekends in Grissom AFB, IN & Greenville, SC. The weekend in between those two events, Jack Filippone & 

Stephanie Strauss attended 3 rallyes in Dandridge, TN. Then the traveling trio (Jack & the Parks) attended 14 low speed 

autocrosses in Knoxville, TN. Over all weekends, courses were fun, fellowship was fulfilling... and points were accumulating!!  

Upcoming Competition Events: 

Nov 3-4 - Huntsville, AL: Nov 17-18 - Nashville, TN; Nov 23-25 - Roebling Road Raceway, GA; Dec 1-2 - Huntsville, AL  

Dec 8-9 - Brooksville, FL 

If you want to have fun driving your Corvette -- and helping the club earn points, come join us at some of these events. You can 

drive like the traveling trio OR work like Stephanie does. 

 

Membership Report - by Larry Vaitkus 

The club has increased to 98 members with the addition of 4 new additions at the October meeting - Mitch Anglin (friend 

of David Morgan), James & Marci Hill (found us from the web), & Charles Hawkins (welcome back!).  Help us make 

them feel welcome and  part of the family! 

Reminder -- dues for 2013 membership is payable no later than the November meeting. Do NOT be late please.... 

 

Greetings from the Pacific Northwest!! - by Michael Campsmith 

Let me bring you up to date on our relocation from Atlanta to Federal Way, WA.  My wife and I and three cats covered 

nearly 3,000 miles in 6 days of driving.  This sure is a big country, especially when you have to drive across it!  But 

luckily we have a great interstate highway system that can take you most anywhere you want to go.  During our trip we 

traveled through Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee, Arkansas, Oklahoma, Kansas, Colorado, Wyoming, Utah, 

Oregon, and finally Washington. 

We arrived on September 26 and our furniture showed up on the 29
th
, along with the two automobiles that I had shipped.  I 

had arranged for enclosed transport for my 1963 Thunderbird and my 1998 Corvette; as they are both convertibles I didn’t 

want to have them out in the weather for the cross-country journey.  The driver delivered them to my new place and they 

appeared to be as intact as when they were picked up—except that they were dusty as all get out.  The car hauling trailer is 

indeed enclosed, but it had fabric sides that seem to have let in 3,000 miles of dust.  So along with everything else to do 

with getting our house in order I had to clean up the two convertibles.  And while I was doing that I also washed my wife’s 

car, since that one had been exposed for the whole trip.   

Thankfully we were treated to two weeks of gorgeous weather after we arrived.  Likely you have heard stories about how 

it constantly rains in the Pacific Northwest.  Not true—it only constantly rains from October through April.  And really it 

doesn’t constantly rain; precipitation at lower elevations around the Puget Sound tends to be more drizzly than stormy.  

But the weather gods smiled on us, as we had sunshine and warm temps to help ease the transition. 

Unpacking boxes and arranging furniture is hard work, so one day I rewarded myself with a trip to the LeMay Car 

Museum in Tacoma (only about 15 miles from home).  It was sunny so I drove the Thunderbird (top down of course).  The 

museum opened in June 2012 and includes cars from the life-long collection of Harold LeMay, a car nut who made his 

fortune in trash hauling.  The building itself looks like a giant silver worm from the outside, but inside there are galleries 

on 5 levels throughout the building.  When I visited the displays were heavily weighted to cars with running boards from 

the 20’s, 30’s, and 40’s.  A lot of those vehicles are truly rolling works of art.  I looked at every car in the place and finally 

found a few Corvettes in the basement.  I had my picture taken in front of a 63 split window, which was next to a 1958.  

Likely there are other Corvettes and muscle cars at another storage facility where most of the collection is housed.  Check 

out the museum website at: http://www.lemaymuseum.org/ and the LeMay family collection at: 

http://www.lemaymarymount.org/. 

We are slowly settling in to our new place, but realistically it will be months before we get pictures on the wall and 

everything in its right place.  But if you find yourself in the Seattle area please do let me know—our new place is big 

enough for guests, and I promise I won’t make you unpack boxes. 

 

mailto:danug@comcast.net


 

View from Michael's deck 

 
Our Own "Flying Dentist" - by Dave Brownell 

Many Corvette Atlanta members who are of a certain age and don’t yet have a failing memory, will remember Dr. Dick 

Thompson, now in his early nineties.  A retired American racecar driver, a dentist by trade, Thompson became known as 

“The Flying Dentist”. He won numerous Sports Car Club of America championships and was inducted in the Corvette 

Hall of Fame.  Thompson brought early credibility to the Corvette as a world-class sports car competitor.
[
 Active from the 

late 1950s until the 1970s, Doctor Thompson raced for several notable racers, including the factory Corvette team. 

Now, Corvette Atlanta has its own dentist, while not exactly the flying kind, ours certainly could make his mark as the 

“Open Air Dentist”, the “Touring Dentist”, or the “Let’s See What We Can Do for Fun Dentist”.  Many of you might not 

connect the dentist part with Michael Campsmith, our recently departed Activities Chairman.  Like Dick Thompson, 

Michael, much younger but still alive and kicking, has packed up and moved to a less hectic lifestyle near Tacoma, 

Washington. 

I’d like to give you my behind the scenes description of a Michael Campsmith that many of you never knew when he 

walked and drove among us.  I met Michael at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, more commonly known as 

CDC, in the late nineties.  We are a sizable minority of the club’s membership; CDC once employed members of the 

Adcock, Blancato, Brownell, Campsmith and Todd families, making these CDC folks about ten percent of the club’s 

current membership.  At the time I was working for the director of CDC’s HIV/AIDS unit when I spotted a nice Triumph 

TR-6 on the parking lot.  Knowing who to ask, I quickly found out that a newly-assigned U.S. Public Health Service 

officer drove the car, so I made it a point to talk with him.  He quickly turned out to be a “car-centric” fellow with some 

unusual tastes in the cars he drove.  Michael had come to CDC to work in the AIDS Surveillance section from a career as a 

dentist with the Indian Health Service, having had assignments working with tribes in the reservation areas of Oklahoma, 

and both the Northwest and Southwest.  I would assume, given the lack of other fun things to do, his interests developed in 

strange ways, including a fascination with The Simpsons, motorcycles, travel and owning some uncommon cars.  His daily 

driver was a nice Ford Taurus SHO, but he soon added a monster of a Cadillac Eldorado convertible to go with the TR6.  

Michael’s wife-to-be, Myra, who also worked at CDC, must have known this upfront, because she married him several 

years later.  I have never actually heard her complain publicly, bless her heart. 

Michael seemed to think car club membership was required if you liked the car you were driving.  He was a member in the 

Atlanta Cadillac club (he got me to join because I had an STS), the Triumph Club, and possibly the SHO club.  He 

enjoyed the camaraderie of these car clubbers immensely, and it showed in the way they treated him.  He enjoyed their 

driving events, knew the proclivities of many of the members, and was an active participant in the events they sponsored.  



I was introduced to both the Triumph and the Cadillac crowds and the interaction between other car clubs in the metro 

area.  And if it was even a tolerable weather day, there would be Michael driving a small Triumph or a gigantic Eldorado, 

with the top almost always down.   

Although I had owned Corvettes for many years before meeting Michael, I take some responsibility for strong arming him 

into buying his.  But he must take credit for introducing me to Corvette Atlanta once he bought his C5 convertible.  His 

usual “come to a meeting and see if you like the folks” had already worked with me with the Cadillac Club, so I was an 

easy mark.  The rest is history.  I liked what I saw, and his knowing how to spice up events made it more fun for all of us.  

Once elected to the Activities post, he unapologetically borrowed the most fun events from what he had experienced with 

some of the other clubs and applied it to Corvettes, inviting others beyond our own club.  

What you may not know is how sharp he could look in a Public Health Service uniform, how dedicated he was to the 

disease surveillance efforts of people with AIDS, or how skillfully he organized the annual CDC tennis tournaments.  

Some of you may have seen his collection of Simpson artifacts, but did you know how much effort he put into annual 

Halloween costume events at work?  Everything he did, be it the color guard at CDC, to the division Christmas party, he 

paid attention to detail while still preserving an element of fun.  Lots of us who saw those other sides of Michael 

Campsmith will continue to treasure the memories, after he’s moved away.  Top down, with a serious look masking a 

twinkle in his eye, behind the wheel of an uncommon car, is the way I choose to remember my friend. 

 

Thanks, Michael - by Ed Clark 

Over the several years that Michael was our activities director, I made an effort to attend the functions he arranged and/or 

organize himself.  I did this for a number of reasons, the main ones being the understanding that he would have followed 

up on the details with the responsible parties and as a result they would be fun events and the announcements of where and 

when were always correct. 

As he often was the leader of the pack on cross country drives and with the top almost always down, you could see him 

reading the directions, looking at the GPS, and occasionally viewing the road while frequently looking in the mirrors to be 

sure he hadn’t lost anyone, a true multitasker. I don’t recall a wrong turn or loosing anyone on these outings. 

Michael, thanks for all your efforts.  We all benefited from your involvement and leadership and your pleasant personality, 

knowledgeable support and encouragement made our members want to participate.  You will be hard to replace. 

PS: Try as I may to keep the top down with you, I couldn’t take the heat, cold, or wet condition extremes you seemingly 

took with pleasure.  I will miss the challenge! 

 

Tribute to Michael - by Dan Nugent 

Michael Campsmith will become a legend in Corvette Atlanta “folklore” as he will be remembered as the guy that always 

drove his 1998 Red Convertible with the top down unless he was caught in a torrential rain.  He also raised the bar for 

anyone who follows in the position of Activities Director/VP.  I remember hoping that I could talk him into taking on that 

challenging position effective January 2010 when I was on the Nominating Committee.  He cut me short in my sales pitch 

by saying, “OK, I’ll do it!”.  And how well he did it for 3 years!! 

Michael brought a new dimension to Corvette Atlanta as he searched for new and unusual events and activities to offer our 

members every month.  He opened new dialogue with other local Corvette Clubs and collaborated with them to share the 

variety of activities available between the clubs.  He also recycled tours that his Triumph club had sponsored and has 

entrusted the route plans to us for future use in the years to come.  His enthusiasm and support for all Corvette Atlanta 

activities and events has been exemplary! 

We shared another common passion for motorcycles and long-distance riding. Although we only rode together once on a 

ride through the North Georgia wine country scouting out destinations for future CA tours, we did give each other advice 

and reports on our own long rides, most recently to Michigan this past summer. I hope that our future travels on 2 or 4 

wheel vehicles will allow us to ride together again.  Carolyn and I wish him and Myra great happiness in whatever 

endeavors they may pursue in the Pacific Northwest and are most grateful for Michael’s friendship and his many 

contributions to Corvette Atlanta! 

 

Much Appreciation, Michael! - by the Parks 

According to the club's By-Laws, as the VP-Activities, Michael was responsible for all non-competition events sponsored 

or hosted by the club and/or coordinated with any other organization pertaining directly to activities or functions as well as 

coordinating all social functions. In true fashion, those functions were handled in an outstanding and professional manner. 

Michael strived to host or coordinate a vast variety of activities. He even reached out to neighboring clubs to invite them 

to join us or we join them on their activities. He worked and drove in the local low speed autocrosses at Gwinnett 

Fairgrounds. Additionally he traveled to the NCCC Convention in Palm Beach, FL (with the top down of course) and 

participated in the low speed autocross! 



To say that you will be missed Michael is truly an understatement! You have left some huge shoes to fill but have shown 

by example how to make the position of VP-Activities a fun and rewarding job for the club. Best wishes to all your future 

endeavors. There is a NCCC club in Tacoma that's waiting for your talents!!  

 

Things that Michael made me do  - by Dave Brownell 

Now that Michael Campsmith may have left the Corvette Atlanta auditorium, I am remembering a few things that he made 

me do that I am unlikely to do again.  Almost all of them bring a smile to my face. 

Michael introduced me and several other club members to the Triumph Club’s annual Polar Bear Run that always is 

scheduled for the last day of the year.  Top down was his style, be it in a Corvette, a Triumph or an Eldorado.  If I had 

driven independently, I would have missed out on the thrill of a frostbitten face and a frozen smile.  This event is a 

tradition I hope to continue participating in, but mostly in the comfort of a car with a real roof option in late December. 

Michael liked unusual cars from the very small to the very large.  He introduced me to the Bubble Car Museum in 

Madison, Georgia.  He also introduced me to a rally, riding in his huge white Eldorado that ended up always wanting more 

fuel.  The car got an actual eight miles per gallon on a trip to the Chick-fil-A founder’s collection and needed more gas just 

to make it home.  But since it was with the Cadillac Club, he felt obligated to drive the brand that was called for.  I’m too 

cheap to drive a car like that. 

Shop Day with Michael always showed him to be prepared with the right parts and fluids for the task.  He was careful to 

show up in his Corvette, and not the Triumph, Harley or Thunderbird.  Recently I had the distinct honor of helping him 

with the hydraulic and electrical retrofitting of that Thunderbird’s roof system.  It was a very poignant reminder for me 

that the way Ford engineered things was not the way General Motors would.  My life’s loyalty to Chevrolet was reinforced 

by that experience. 

Michael proved hard to keep at home.  When he renewed his credentials as a motorcyclist by buying a new Harley 

Davidson, some of us cringed.  But he was already a safe driver, and he’s since used the bike on many a cross country trip, 

seeing the roads with old work friends.  Undoubtedly, that motorcycle would prove more reliable than forty year old Fords 

and Cadillacs he’s owned.  Michael has also seen the world, including trips to Vietnam, South Africa, Great Britain and 

Holland.  Each time, he’s made it a point to blend in car culture with these trips.  Most notably, on one trip with friends 

from the Triumph Club, they prowled junk yards in England for hard to find parts.  While one member brought home a TR 

transmission in his suitcase, Michael made do buying a Laycock overdrive unit to make his roadster more highway 

friendly.  I love to travel, too, but good museums win over muddy auto graveyard every trip. 

I’ve ridden with Michael on several extended road trips to the Corvette Museum and factory in Bowling Green, and one 

fine trip to Little Switzerland, NC.  Each time, his enthusiasm was contagious for imagining what might lie around the 

next turn.  It will be his legacy to see how much of it has rubbed off on the Corvette Atlanta members he leaves behind.  

Without him, many of us will just have to limiting our need for seeing strange and rare cars to the monthly Caffeine and 

Octane shows.  We’ll be thinking “That car might really appeal to a guy like Michael” and hope that his new home near 

Tacoma’s LeMay Collection will be enough to satisfy him.  But I like to think that the kid has just moved closer to the 

candy shop. 

 

For Sale - 1996 Grand Sport - by Scott Baize 

17,000 miles, red interior. asking $32,500. anyone interested call 404-210-4845.  

Selling due to purchase of 63 split window a few months ago. No where to park it --- Not a fire sale (ouch) hard to say 

that. 

 


