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September / October Birthdays 

Amy Parker 2-Sep Deve Rubin-Boduch 21-Sep

John Watkins 3-Sep Bob Sprock 23-Sep

Jane Narwold 4-Sep Frank Boduch 15-Oct

Sherri Roberts 4-Sep Michael Campsmith 16-Oct

Betty Parks 6-Sep Doug McSwain 24-Oct

Tony Williams 10-Sep Chris Murphy 24-Oct

Judy Adcock 16-Sep Tom Wright 24-Oct

Joel Forman 20-Sep Trent Brown 27-Oct

Don Hill 20-Sep Lisa DeKalb 30-Oct

Future Corvette Owners Association (FCOA) Members

Chase Delp 23-Sep

Happy Birthday Y'all !!!

 
 
Presidential Report - by Chris Murphy 

I am on my way to Memphis to put on a program to help sure up one of our retail dealers sales.  Individual retailers are 

feeling the crunch of this economy a bit harder than the big box stores.  However, Best Buy is feeling it a bit more than 

the rest.  They are in the same positions as our dealers.  Best Buy staffed its stores with extremely knowledgeable sales 

personnel and paid them a decent wage with no commissions needed.  When you shopped there you felt at ease and not 

pressured to make a buy and that you were being helped to the right product that fit your needs and budget.  Now enter 

the Internet into the picture.  The consumer would go to Best Buy get the advice on the best product to purchase and 

then go home, hop on the net, and shop the price and finalize the purchase with some other source.  The Internet source 

did not have the store expense to cover; the employees’ salary and burden to cover; local advertizing costs; etc.  

However, Best Buy did provide the showroom and the sales staff for the Internet dealer.  This scenario “crept up” on 

us.  Our retailers would stock our products, demonstrate the product to the potential customer and convince the 

customer that this was the product that was needed.  The potential customer agreed and would vow to come back 

tomorrow and purchase, all the while knowing they would begin searching the net with their smart phone on the way to 

their car.  We have attempted all sorts of ways to level the playing field with the normal pricing policies such as 

Minimum Advertising Pricing, etc.  But it is losing battle.  So we are changing our tack.  We only support customers 

who have purchased from local dealers, because the bricks and sticks dealers offer free training.  We only will give 

phone support to those who have been trained.  We are giving special pricing to bricks and sticks dealers who offer 

special events showcasing our products.  And for some they get me or maybe a me look-alike.  We can bring about 100 

people into a store for one of our events and this generates enthusiasm among the attendees and everyone reaps the 

benefit.  So the next time you may be considering a purchase from the net think about the value that can be added by a 

local purchase. 

 
NCM Ambassador - by Ed Clark 

First, a bit of further update on the NCM Motorsport Park following last month’s article.  The primary 

activity the Museum is spending its time on is fund raising.  A Motorsports Park Committee headed by 



Wendell Strode meets regularly to access progress and discuss the opportunities available.  The primary 

programs continue to be the “buy an acre”, corporate sponsors with the potential of a naming sponsor and 

general donations of any kind. The first major purchase was the initial 184 acres at a cost of $3 million and 

the option to purchase an additional 221 acres has a seven year expiration. 

A designer for the track complex has just been selected as well.  It is Steve Crawford, an architect and 

planner from the Seattle area, who has designed tracks for over 40 years with a recent design being the 

Thunderhill Motorsports Track in California.  DDS Engineers from the Bowling Green area is completing 

the surveying and topography work on the site for Steve Crawford to use.  The goal is to have the master 

plan and Phase One design completed for the MSP committee to review by January 2013, just a few 

months away. 

The next step will be to finalize the design and prepare the bid documents for contractor selection.  The 

documents are proposed to be complete by March 2013 however they will not be sent out to potential 

bidders until the NCM has secured additional funds from donations and sponsorships.  The MSP 

Committee and Wendell Strode are always welcoming leads or suggestions about potential funding sources 

and NCM representatives will visit with prospects as needed. 

Other news:  Upcoming NCM events in October include the R8C Reunion on October 4-6 for those who 

took the Museum Delivery option when purchasing their car and the 1 lap of Kentucky event on October 9-

13 (revised dates) in which the participants are lead through a part of Kentucky by a State Police vehicle 

and visit a number of sites.  In November, the Vets ‘n Vettes event honoring troops from Ft Campbell and 

Ft Knox takes place on Nov. 8-10 (also revised dates).  Additional information on these and other activities 

is available on the NCM web site.  If you are a member of the Museum please remember to renew your 

membership or if not a member, consider joining the Museum and helping support keeping a history of our 

favorite cars alive. 
 

Upcoming Events  - by Michael Campsmith 

Saturday, September 29—East Tennessee Corvette Club is sponsoring a Fun Rally/Poker Run.  Starting point is 

Dandridge, TN.  Entry fee is $25.00. Flyer is available on Regional calendar @ www.ncccsouth.com 

Saturday, October 6—Shop Day - Jim Ellis Chevrolet.  

Sunday, October 7—Caffeine and Octane car show.  Show is from 8-11 AM, but if you aren’t there by 7:15 you 

will be parking at the back of the lot.  Location is shopping center at Windward Parkway and Deerfield Parkway, 

just west of GA 400. 

October 17-20—Petit Lemans Road Race at Road Atlanta.  This is a chance to see world-class road racing right 

in your own back yard.  Check the Road Atlanta website for details and ticket packages. 

Sunday, November 4—Caffeine and Octane.  See info above.  Daylight savings time ends today, so you can 

sleep an hour later and still make the show. 

Saturday, November 10—Veterans' Day Parade. 

Corvette Atlanta is looking for someone to take on the roll of Activities Director.  Please consider volunteering 

for this role; it really doesn’t take that much effort and you will be helping out the club a lot. 
 

Shop Day 10/6/12 - by Dan Nugent 
Our next Shop Day is scheduled for 9 AM Saturday, October 6 at Jim Ellis Chevrolet’s Service Center.  For new 

members that may not have participated in Shop Day, this is an unique opportunity to bring your Corvette to the 

renown Corvette Technician , David Fulcher, to assist you in performing routine maintenance, trouble shooting 

problems, and inspecting your Corvette for potential safety or mechanical/electrical problems.   This extraordinary 

service is provided by our sponsor at no cost to you except for any parts or materials (fluids, filters, etc.,) required. 

Corvette Atlanta’s Shop Days are also intended to be a great learning opportunity for those who want to learn more 

about the technical aspects of Corvette from a true expert who is comfortable working on every model Corvette, 

regardless of age.  So even if you don’t need any work done on your car, come to the event and see what work is being 

done and learn more about your own Corvette. 

Jim Ellis Chevrolet has a policy (for insurance purposes) that requires all vehicles in the shop to have a Repair Order on 

file.  This also applies to employees working on their own cars and will apply to Corvette Atlanta members bringing 

their Corvettes to any Shop Day.  It will be a simple procedure of checking in with one of the service writers to register 

your project or diagnosis desired.  If there are any parts needed from the parts department (you are expected to provide 



your own fluids and known parts required in advance) they can be charged to the work order at the Corvette Atlanta 

special discount.   

As usual, in order to allow David and myself to plan and schedule the various projects to accommodate all the 

members, advance registration for Shop Day is required.   Please send me an e-mail at danug@comcast.net stating: 

name, year/model Corvette, work or diagnosis desired and any special requests.  There are no advance appointment 

times given so plan on spending the morning at the event and enjoy the opportunity to learn about Corvette technology 

and socialize with fellow members and Jim Ellis Chevrolet employees.  Please submit your registrations to me no later 

than Tuesday, Oct 2 (our next meeting date). 

 

Veterans' Day Parade 2012 - by Dan Nugent 

Corvette Atlanta will lead the 31
th
 annual Veterans Day Parade through the downtown Atlanta streets on Saturday, 

November 10, 2012. The assembly area and parade route will be essentially the same as last year and Corvettes will be 

lining-up on the side street at the end of West Peachtree Street facing Peachtree Street no later than 10:00 AM.   Final 

staging directions and parade route information will be provided at least a week before the event.  This year’s parade 

theme is “Welcome Home, Iraqi War Veterans”.  The Parade Grand Marshall will be Hollywood actor, producer and 

host of the “Grateful Nation”, Tim Abell.   

Although convertibles are preferred, coupes with tops removed are welcome since we need at least 25 Corvettes to 

accommodate the various parade officials and dignitaries.  Fixed-roof coupes (mid-years & ZO6 ) could be used for 

carrying miscellaneous Veterans if you would like to be in the parade.  We can always use extra Corvettes for the 

“Walk-Ons” or extra parade officials.  Corvette Atlanta and Classic Glass Corvette Club have collaborated for many 

years on this event in order to provide the required number of Corvettes.  

This year we will have car flags like Classic Glass has been displaying in past years.  Many of you have ordered these 

American flags that are designed to mount on specific model Corvettes that will be available for pick-up at the October 

meeting.  If you didn’t get a set, perhaps you can find some flags on your own that will fit on your car with tape/wire 

mounting to your windshield roof mount holes.  

The parade is always a great opportunity for club members to participate in this special event with their Corvettes on 

display while honoring our veterans.   After delivering the dignitaries to the reviewing stand at the end of the parade we 

will go to Manuel’s Tavern at the intersection of North Ave. and Highland Ave. for a group lunch. 

Please save the date and plan to participate in this Patriotic and enjoyable event.  If you have not already signed-up, you 

may do so at the Nov 6 (Election Day!!) meeting or send me an e-mail at danug@comcast.net. 

 

Competition Report - by Don Parks 

Past Competition Events: 

August 18-19 -- 14 Low Speed Autoxs - Grissom AFB, IN -- The Parks were the only CA participants. Good course, 

good friendship, great Saturday meal. Left the weekend with an ailing '89. Trip home via a brief repair stop at the 

Haskell (SC), then home to North GA Corvettes for further diagnostics & repair. Still there as this goes to print...  

August 25-26 -- 14 Low Speed Autoxs - Greenville, SC -- Again the Parks were the only CA participants. The '98 was 

promoted to the race vehicle. Fast course on a runway at the Michelin site -- lots of fun. 

September 1-3 -- 21 Low Speed Autoxs - Knoxville, TN - Southeast Region Events -- Jack & Steph joined the Parks 

for the fun-filled weekend. After much pressure, Betty agreed to drive Jack's car. The "race rocket" was so exciting to 

run that Jack insisted that Don drive it too on Sunday & Monday. Great events, lots of pool time, even watched Nascar 

race from Atlanta. Thanks for the added fun time, Jack.  

Upcoming Competition Events: 

September 22-23 -- 14 Low Speed Autoxs - Grissom AFB, IN 

September 29 -- 3 Rallyes - Dandridge, TN - Southeast Region Events 

September 29-30 -- 14 Low Speed Autoxs - Greenville, SC 

October 13-14 -- 14 Low Speed Autoxs - Knoxville, TN - Southeast Region Events 

Remaining Southeast Region Events for 2012: 

Nov 3-4 - Huntsville, AL: Nov 17-18 - Nashville, TN; Nov 23-25 - Roebling Road Raceway, GA; Dec 1-2 - Huntsville, 

AL  

Reminder: The complete NCCC sanctioned schedule is available on the web @ 

www.corvettesnccc.org/competition.html 

Come out and join the fun!! 

 



Membership Report - by Larry Vaitkus 

The club is holding at 94 members. We had three guests at the September meeting - Scott & Carla Moore (from 

the Caffeine and Octane gatherings) and Mitch Anglin (friend of David Morgan). Hopefully we made them feel 

welcome and want to become part of the family! 

Reminder -- invoices for 2013 membership for current members will be distributed at the club's October meeting. 

Hope to see you at the meeting. 

 
2012 Corvettes at Carlisle - by Joel Forman 

On Wednesday morning, August 22, David Morgan and I loaded up the Grand Sport trunk and headed for Carlisle 

Pennsylvania, some 700 miles away. We stayed over one night in Staunton VA and finished up the last hours Thursday 

morning. We got to the fairgrounds around noonish and hooked up with two Boston guys who have a vendors spot near 

the grandstand.  They specialize in AC Delco parts for the older cars and sell items that GM hasn’t made for 20 years.  

Spark plugs, rotors, condensors, flashers, are the order of the day. Plugs that used to go for $10 for a sleeve of eight 

now sell for $50 to $150 a sleeve. 

Thursday is primarily for vendors to set up and get first dibs at other vendors’ items for sale.  There are over 500 

vendors plus the car corral which has some 200+ cars for sale.  You can see the 2013 models at the Kerbeck Chevrolet 

tent.  We saw the 427 convertible there with its $90,000+ price tag. 

The real fun starts Friday morning with the first traffic jam on Route 11. Imagine 4,000 Corvettes trying to get to the 

fairgrounds at the same time.  By 7:30 am, it is bumper to bumper....everybody is courteous and the wave is repeated 

often. 

You can register (for a fee) to put your car on the show field which is loaded with the “show and shine” cars.  Probably 

300-400 cars there of all vintages.  There was a special tent for 50 year old 1962 cars only and there were several fine 

specimens there. On Manufacturer’s Row, all the big vendors had a spot...including GM, Meguiar’s, Adam’s Polishes, 

all the exhaust companies, Callaway, etc.  With an appointment you can buy an exhaust system and then watch the 

techs install on your car.  The exhaust folks had 4 portable lifts and they went non-stop Friday and Saturday. There are 

several tech seminars on both days with mostly 4th, 5th, and 6th generation lectures and Q&A periods. 

Saturday was a repeat of Friday....lots of walking around to see the cars and the vendors.  Lots of locals attend on 

Saturday.  On Saturday there is a burnout contest and a beauty contest where Miss Carlisle 2012 was selected. David 

and I headed back to ATL at 5:00am Sunday morning.  700+ miles and 12 hours later we arrived in ATL tired but glad 

we went. 

If you are a Corvette enthusiast, then at least one visit to Carlisle is mandatory. Always the weekend before Labor Day 

weekend. Best bet is to make hotel reservations early and wear comfortable walking shoes or sneakers and, of course, 

bring money or plastic to buy that missing part or accessory for your car. 

 
Forty-five Years and Counting  - by Dave Brownell 

It took me two attempts and 450 miles of back and forth driving to get my 1967 Corvette coupe back home, but the 

effort was worth it.  I’ve had it lovingly looked after in a friend’s garage/barn in Middle Georgia for slightly more than 

three years.  I also keep three other cars there, but the 67 is the least driven, showing only slightly more than 84 

thousand on the odometer in the 33 years I’ve owned it.  It still is the most valuable and most troublesome of my four 

Corvettes, and that might be some of the reason why I like it so much.  My host for the car storage is a guy who 

methodically checks the tire pressures on the more than twenty cars he keeps, and he also puts a charge on each car’s 

battery, then logs the date and results.  I would never be that orderly but he enjoys it.  

 On the first trip, I brought a few things like spark plugs and battery cables to bring her back to life, but had to drive 

home empty-handed when she did not want to crank.  The gas tank was filled with much cheaper fuel from 2008-9, 

when she was put up, but the tank appeared to be only about a third filled, and the color of the fuel was like bourbon.  

My only real concern had been the 28 year old Michelin white walls that still looked good from the outside, but I was 

reluctant to drive very far at expressway speeds.  Not to worry about that if the darn thing would not start at all.  On the 

next attempt, a week later, I planned to return with a fresh battery, a gas can for fresh fuel, and a whole lot of AC Delco 

ignition parts, plus a fire extinguisher. 

On the second visit, it wouldn’t crank at all again, so I was just getting ready to pull and test the starter and solenoid 

when my host mentioned one anomaly he found when checking the battery in the car.  It consistently tested at 13.8 

across the poles, but his sophisticated battery analyzer said that there was a probable problem with a shorted cell.  I had 

brought a new battery with me, just in case.  I put it in and it then cranked quite nicely.  Adding fresh fuel, I was ready 

to see if I could make the 135 mile trip back home without using major highways.  I had my triple A Plus card ready, 

along with my Corvette Museum towing certificate, but the car rolled home without incident.  My biggest problem was 

remembering what un-powered steering, brakes and windows felt like, along with a 100 degree air blowing in and no 

air conditioning.  My back to basics drive still proved enjoyable, and no towing was necessary.  Back home safely, the 

odometer showed 84200.  



In the few weeks since she’s been back at the house, I have had much more time to tinker with it.  I replaced all of the 

interior screws and bolts with correct new ones for a 1964-67, and they look great.  I also pulled both rocker panel 

covers (replaced in 1991) to check on the outer frame, and all looks well, so another coat of Rustoleum will stop outer 

rust, and some oil spray on the inner troublesome areas will slow the rust worm.  The bottom fiberglass panels cleaned 

up nicely with soap and water and the metal bracing looks good.  The spare tire enclosure will have to be replaced, but 

all else is there and ready for a mild cleaning.  In 1998, I removed the “tank sticker” from the top of the gas tank and 

photocopied it, although the original looked just like a thirty year old potato chip.  At that point, I knew how the car 

came from the factory.  Today, the bottom of the tank shows that it probably could stand replacing from the surface rust 

forming, although looking through the large filler hole, the tank still looks pretty good on the inside.  I have also 

replaced all of the dual exhaust system with new pipes and mufflers/hangers.  In the 33 years I have owned the car, I 

have not replaced any of the pipes or mufflers, so it was time.  I was surprised how porous they’d become. .  The return 

of nice Corvette sounds was music to my ears.  

My final big item is to replace those 28 year old Michelins.  They were showing cracks close to the rim but still may 

have some really slow driving left in them.  I might try to find a Corvette enthusiast who wants to replace their six to 

eight year old tires for some that are fresher.  Considering that I got almost three decades out of these, putting correct 

tires that are one third the age is really a step forward.  If anyone knows of a situation like that, please let me know.  

I’m willing to pay a fair price for older tires because I’d rather have a nice original looking (radial) tire than a brand 

new one with all of that gee-whiz styling on the sidewalls. 

My plan is to have David Fulcher lay-on his Corvette Magic hands at the October Shop Day, if those old tires will just 

get me there.  Love and Experience is all I think it will need and he’s the guy with both. 

 

How I Came to Have My Corvette - by Michael Campsmith 

I may have told you this story already, either in person or in a previous newsletter.  But it bears repeating, 

since it is one of those life moments when circumstances converge to make you luckier than you deserve to 

be. 

Like many of you reading this I have been enamored with automobiles as long as I can remember.  I grew 

up in Michigan and my father worked for General Motors, but I don’t think that was the cause of my 

affliction.  There is just something about the form and function of motor vehicles that make me excited.  

That is the simplest explanation I can come up with.  Growing up in the 1960’s and early 70’s there were 

plenty of note-worthy cars on the road for me to lust after—and later on plenty of regrettable offerings as 

well.  To show my age I can remember when I could tell the difference between a Buick and an Oldsmobile 

as they travelled by in the opposite direction on the highway.  Today I have trouble telling the everyday 

Korean cars from the German cars from the American cars when they are standing still.  Things change 

whether we want them to or not; but change is not always for the better.  But I digress. 

Like any red-blooded American I have desired Corvettes for as long as I knew what they were.  After all, 

who wouldn’t be attracted to the knock-out styling of a C2; or the sinuous shape of a C3?  But by the time I 

was old enough to drive I was also smart enough to know that nice cars (like Corvettes) cost more than 

crappy cars (like Pintos).  Given the reality of my meager bank account I was only able to afford the later, 

but still lusted after the former.  Even after I finished college and was employed in my chosen profession I 

still had constraints on my budget that precluded even a used C4.  At the time I used to tell myself: “Sure 

you can buy a Corvette; unfortunately you would also have to live in it!” 

Fast-forward to the late 1990’s.  I was lucky enough to land a job at the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC) in Atlanta.  At the time I started at CDC my only means of motorized transportation was 

a 1974 TR6, a fun little car but not very practical for city driving.  My car did attract attention every now 

and then, in large part because few people in Atlanta had ever heard of Triumphs.  But someone in my 

office complex did know about them (and lots of other oddball cars) and that someone is Dave Brownell.  I 

don’t think it is too much of a stretch to describe Dave as a true car-nut.  Dave’s history of vehicle 

ownership is way too extensive for me to recount, but I believe at this very moment he owns more vehicles 

than I have in my entire life.  At the time of our meeting he had 2 Corvettes—a 67 and an 85, which he still 

owns (and has since expanded his holdings to 4 Corvettes).  In many ways Dave has been a mentor and 

source of inspiration in my Corvette ownership, as will be revealed later. 

I joined the Georgia Triumph Association and participated in many events over the years, such as drives, 

car shows, and cook-outs.  At one such cook-out in 2006 a neighbor wandered over and commented on 

how nice my 1975 Cadillac Eldorado convertible looked (that is another long story as to why I was driving 

a Cadillac to a Triumph club event).  To which I said: “It can be yours; all it takes is money.”  He said that 



if he had the money he would buy his widowed mother-in-law’s car, which was a Corvette convertible she 

was looking to sell.  This piqued my interest so I asked what year it was.  He wasn’t sure but guessed late 

1990s.  “What color?” was my next question and the response was fateful: “Red.”  Only thing left to set the 

hook was transmission and he knew it was a manual.  By now the hairs were standing up on the back of my 

neck, but I tried to play it cool.  He said we could take a look at it if I wanted—and yes, I definitely did 

want—so we drove the short distance to his mother-in-law’s house.  She met us there and answered my 

questions as best she could:  The car was a 1998 that her late husband had bought for her.  When I looked it 

over it was in great shape and only had40,000 miles on the odometer.  She said I could take it for a spin, 

and with her son-in-law as a passenger I set off on my first drive behind the wheel of a Corvette.  The 

sensation of power was evident even on suburban streets, but I really wanted to put my foot down to see 

what it would do.  However, the fuel gauge was hovering on Empty, so first I needed some gas.  Pulling up 

to the pump there was a brief moment of panic as neither myself nor the son-in-law knew where the gas 

door release was located.  It took a while but finally I found the release under the center console lid and put 

in a few bucks of premium (as this was 6 years ago I got a lot more volume for money than I do today).  

My passenger directed me to a freeway onramp and I did what anyone on a test drive would do: I floored 

the accelerator through third gear, at which point my passenger said: “You might want to slow down some; 

you are doing 90!!!”  We returned the car and I found out it was selling for the bargain price of $20,000.  

She had just put the car up for sale and I was the first person to look at it, so if I wanted the car she said it 

could be mine. 

You might think the story ends there with me riding off into the sunset in my new (gently used) Corvette; 

but alas my conscience was holding me back.  I already had two convertibles filling my garage and adding 

another wasn’t going to make married life any easier.  I agonized over buying the car, but a few days later I 

called to say that although the car was very nice and the price was reasonable I just couldn’t justify having 

another convertible.  I emailed Dave Brownell to give him the news, and he responded with what I can only 

describe as the best advice I ever received: “Are you CRAZY?!?!  You HAVE to buy that car!!!” 

And the rest, as they say, is history.  I have owned that car for 6 years now and I marvel every time I drive 

it.  The comfort and performance of my C5 are beyond any other car experiences I have ever had.  Maybe 

someday I’ll own another Corvette, but nothing can replace the memories I have had through buying and 

enjoying this wonderful automobile. 

So to all the members of Corvette Atlanta—and especially Dave Brownell—thanks for the great times 

together, and I look forward to seeing you again somewhere down the road.  

 

Not Really Goodbye... - by Michael Campsmith 

...but “So long until we meet again” 

Michael and Myra are moving across the country to Federal Way, Washington.  Although there will be a whole 

country between us, I will keep Corvette Atlanta in my thoughts.  If you ever find yourself in the Seattle area 

please be sure to contact me; our new place has plenty of room for guests and abundant parking for Corvettes. 

New address is: 

29825 24
th
 Ave SW 

Federal Way, WA 98023 

cell phone: 404-932-8057 

email: mcampsmith2640@comcast.net 
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