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Picture from the drive to DeSoto Falls (see related article in this newsletter). 

 
 

June / July Birthdays 

Bill Cowan 4-Jun James Anderson 26-Jun

Tricia Dooley 5-Jun Jim Gowin 29-Jun

Ed Clark 6-Jun Martha Murphy 6-Jul

Lanie Bevan-Sprock 8-Jun Hermin Pasternacak 6-Jul

Bill Haas 12-Jun David Morgan 8-Jul

Orlando Blancato 17-Jun Scott Baize 22-Jul

Judy Hill 18-Jun Matthew Murphy 26-Jul

Marvin Payne 19-Jun Larry Vaitkus 29-Jul

Dan Nugent 24-Jun Liz Baxter 30-Jul

Druce Dooley 25-Jun Larry Narwold 31-Jul

Future Corvette Owners Association (FCOA) Members

Drew Hutchinson 16-Jul (Happy #16th!)

Happy Birthday Y'all !!!

 
 
Presidential Report - by Chris Murphy 

We are working on a new product here in the office and we plan to launch it mid July.  As I look at this product 

as compared with the first product we launched in 1992 I cannot help to wonder at the difference at the price, 

performance, and functionality of 1992 versus today.  This product will sell for one half of 1% of what the 1992 

product sold for is based on much of the same engineering.  Our target market has grown considerably and there 

is much reusable engineering that can be used so that time to market is short and return is ( or we hope is ) much 

larger than before.  All things are relative in this world and these times.  My 1972 was optioned fairly well for 

1972, tilt/tele steering wheel, burglar alarm, etc. but with roll down windows.  Buy a car today without power 

windows.  The engineers who sent people into outer space used slide rules to do calculations. Today we have 100 

times the computing power in our pocket than they had on the Apollo crafts.  Yet all of this is taken as the norm 

today.  So it is with everything.  The more anything becomes standard or expected the more that is expected of it. 

Corvette Atlanta is no different.  We are looking at redesigning the Corvette Atlanta web site.  When the site was 

initially launched the site was good but the site did not keep up with the expectations of the times.  We have 

several new tools that can be employed to refresh the site, make it more appealing and more functional.  We can 

use creative eyes to make the site “pop” when viewed.  We can embed video, interactive screens and a whole 

host of spiffy technologies to our site.  The thing that is missing will be life cycle support.  Because after one 

views the embedded video, interacted with the screen or was amazed by the spiffy technology all of the above 

become old hat and must be updated. 

This is my request.  Once the new site is designed and implemented and the shell is there, we will need a web site 

“care giver”, one who can put the new into the web site, keep the site interesting, and do away with the old.  This 

person does not have be a technological genius, just a little computer savvy and have the desire to do the work 

necessary.  If you think you would like to be that person, let me know.  We will give you all the support you will 



need to get started.  This will not be an easy job and will require commitment but I am sure the rewards will be 

there and you will have my sincerest thanks along with the club’s. 

Save the wave! 

 

Competition Report - by Don Parks 

Past Competition Events: 

May 26-28 -- 21 Low Speed Autoxs - Knoxville, TN -- Southeast Region Events 

Jack & Stephanie and Don & Betty enjoyed three days of sutocrossing at the Pellissippi Community Collegge -- 

and late afternoons at the hotel pool! Also, walking next door to Ruby Tuesday's made life easy. 

We saw some 'old'-former autocrossers from the East Tn CC, so maybe there will be more entries at other events 

in the future! 

June 2 - 3 -- 7 High Speed & 7 Low Speed Autoxs - Putnam Park Road Course - Cloverdale, IN 

Good  turn-out, so maybe we will get to retrun next year. A well run event-weekend on a really nice (tidy) road 

course & facility 

Upcoming Competition Events: 

June 23-30 -- NCCC Convention - Topeka, KS 

Reminder: The complete NCCC sanctioned schedule is available on the web @ 

www.corvettesnccc.org/competition.html 

 

Membership Report - by Larry Vaitkus 

The club is holding at 94 members. Millard and Charlotte Davis, our newest members, attended their first 

meeting in June - hope you had a chance to meet them. 

 

NCM Ambassador - by Ed Clark 

Continuing the presentation of the individuals who have been inducted into the National Corvette Museum brings us to 

1999, the second year in which three nominees were added to the initial list of six.  These are all familiar names that 

Corvette fans have heard of and are Dick Guldstrand, Dave McLellan and Jim Perkins.   

Dick Guldstrand started racing as a driver and car builder in the late 1950s.  As a driver he won numerous races and 

championships throughout the 60’s and 70’s and Corvettes were a part of these campaigns including a few drives in the 

original Grand Sport cars. He started Guldstrand Engineering that engineered and fabricated race cars some of which he 

drove setting records into the 80’s. During this time he became well known for developing high performance 

suspension systems for Corvettes. He also heavily modified production Corvettes with revised bodies and suspension 

systems  and selling them as Guldstrand GS-80 and GS-90 models.  His long and successful relationship with Corvettes 

made him a clear nominee for the NCM Hall of Fame. 

Dave McLellan was the second Corvette Chief Engineer and had the tough job of following Zora Arkus-Duntov in that 

role beginning in 1975. Dave was at the helm during the development and introduction of the C4 Corvette in 1984 

which was a significant step forward for the car. He led Corvettes into successful racing programs including the 

Corvette Challenge Series in 1988.  From a low performance point in the mid 1980s, he took Corvettes to the “King of 

the Hill” status with the introduction of the ZR-1 in 1989. During the last of his career, he was involved in the 

development of the concept phase of the C5 model. Following his career at GM, he wrote a book titled “Corvette From 

The Inside” which provided lots of information about the first 50 years of Corvette production. 

Jim Perkins began his career in a Corvette parts warehouse and eventually became the Chevrolet General Manager in 

1989. He was responsible for keeping funding alive for the Corvette programs during some rough financial times at 

GM and was a strong supporter of the continuation of the marque.  He also used some of the resources of Chevrolet to 

help support the National Corvette Museum in its early days. 

All these men contributed to us enjoying Corvettes today and the reputation that the cars have developed through racing 

and design.  You can learn more about them at the NCM website. 

 

Lights! Camera! Action! - Jim Ellis Gone Rogue 

So, Jim Ellis Chevrolet and Jim Ellis Buick GMC sell some of the coolest cars, trucks and SUVs on the planet, right? 

(And a good number with outstanding performance statistics.) Well, a group of rogue employees decided to have some 

fun and the “Jim Ellis Gone Rogue” video series was born. 

The premise of the videos is a group of rogue employees take some of Mr. Ellis’ cars on the weekends and verifies the 

performance claims of the cars as well as other attributes. Well, not all things are as they appear when you watch the 

videos (or are they?) because no Jim Ellis employee would be so irresponsible as to do anything truly crazy with any of 

http://www.corvettesnccc.org/competition.html


Mr. Ellis’ cars. So, truly, the idea of the project is to highlight the really cool Chevrolet, Buick and GMC vehicles that 

we have the pleasure to offer to our customers. 

The first one is called “Jim Ellis Gone Rogue: Atlanta to Buford Rally” featuring the 2012 Buick Regal Turbo GS. And 

the follow up disclaimer film the “Making Of.” Just posted is “Jim Ellis Gone Rogue: Romp In Pahrump” featuring the 

2012 ZL1 Camaro with the accompanying “Underbelly Of The Beast.” Whether it is 155 mph or 1.44 lateral G’s, the 

videos were a lot of fun to make! And with cameos with automotive legends such as Ron Fellows and Harlan Charles, 

the videos have some star power too! 

Other videos in the works: “Jim Ellis Gone Rogue: Brazilian Crazy with Helio Castroneves” featuring the 2012 ZL1 

Camaro (shot at the road course at the Milford proving grounds in early May) & “Eat, Pray, Prius.” Yes, Team Rogue 

is planning to do not-so-nice things to a Prius. It involves conversation about the Volt’s superior technology over the 

Prius & a monster truck. 

To view the “Jim Ellis Gone Rogue” videos, go to either jimellischevy.com, 

jimellisbuickgmcatl.com or jimellisbuickgmcmog.com. And make sure to check back from time to time for the latest 

Team Rogue fun! 

 

DeSoto Falls Trip - by Sondra Wright 

Corvette enthusiasts - at least in our club - never miss a chance to go somewhere for a meal!  On May 19, 

Ed Clark, Jack Filippone and Stephanie Strauss, Dan and Carolyn Nugent, Mike Campsmith, Joe 

McCusker, and Tom and Sondra Wright met at the Northlake Old Hickory House for breakfast (of course!) 

and then a group ride to Mentone, Alabama (via the oh-so-boring Interstate 20 to Exit 5, GA Highway 100 

up to Summerville, GA and then on to Mentone) and the nearby DeSoto Falls.   

Arriving in Mentone (famous for its annual Contra Dance extravaganza), the group claimed its lunch (here 

we go again!) reservation at the soon-to-be-world-famous Wildflower Cafe, famous for its Tomato Pie 

(truly delicious).  While our group waited for the table to be ready, we were part of an impromptu sing-

along with a strolling guitarist.  Once inside and having ordered, the guitarist continued his stroll around the 

cafe, serenading the folks and taking requests.  Seeing us - and who could forget this group? - he came over 

and began a sing-along with Johnny Cash tunes, show tunes, and other favorites for the crowd.  But, when 

lunch was served, he moseyed on and sang for others.  What else could he do?  We love our food! 

After lunch, and couple of false starts to find the right highway (Alabama needs to work on its highway 

signage!), we took our little group over to DeSoto Falls.  Finding parking for our beloved toys was a bit of 

a challenge since the weather was fabulous and the parking lot was jammed.  Once on foot, we scrambled 

over the rocks and down to the view.  We were not disappointed!  Beautiful falls and plentiful plant life 

made a perfect setting for pictures.   

Leaving DeSoto Falls, the group traveled to nearby Little River State Park and the many beautiful 

overlooks along the way.  The scenery was spectacular and we stopped often to enjoy it.  At the end of that 

part of the trip, most of the group went home via their own routes, but Jack and Stephanie and Tom and 

Sondra traveled back together.  And therein lies another tale... 

Tom and Jack were driving on highway 411 headed towards Rome, GA on the way home.  All of sudden a 

police car pulls out behind Tom and signaled him over to the side.  Jack, knowing not to implicate himself 

if not absolutely necessary, traveled on down the road and hid - er, waited - for Tom to come by.  By the 

time the officer had reached Tom’s window, Tom had positioned  his Navy veteran’s ball cap prominently 

so the officer couldn’t miss it.  The officer, after the usual pleasantries, asked Tom if he and a “little white 

car” had been traveling together through some of the curving roads.  “Yes sir,” Tom said.  “Well, I had a 

complaint that a blue Corvette and a white car were speeding recklessly down the road,” said the officer.  

“Were you traveling at excessive speeds, sir?” he asked.  “No sir,” replied Tom.  “Well, you weren’t 

speeding when you came by me.  Thank you, you can go.”  

Pulling off from the traffic stop at a reasonable pace, Tom proceeded down the road.  As the distance from 

the officer increased, so did the speed.  Tom was looking for Jack, but didn’t see him, so he kept going.  

After a while, Tom said he thought Jack might have just gone on ahead and we’d talk to him later.  Several 

miles later, Jack pulled up beside Tom at a traffic light.  Rolling down the windows, we heard Jack say 

something about driving well beyond the speed limit to catch up with Tom! 



Crossing into Georgia we hit rain.  Everyone knows in a ‘vette you can drive fast enough that the rain will 

go over.  However, we had to slow down and pulled into a station to put the top up.  Jack, Stephanie, 

Sondra and Tom headed south on I-75  home. 

It seems like everyone had fun and we certainly recommend the Wildflower Cafe. 

 

DON'T FORGET... 

Change in June & July Meetings 

As a reminder, the June meeting that normally would have been the picnic dinner at Stone Mountain Park 

was changed to a business meeting at O'Charley's.  So, with the July meeting falling on July 3 - the decision 

was made to shift that meeting to Stone Mountain and have it on July 17.  The club will provide fire and 

paper products (plates, napkins, forks, etc.).  Bring a dish to share and something to burn on the grill. 

 

Wish I was this lucky with lottery numbers!! - by Michael Campsmith 

Normally I only drive my Corvette during daylight hours, and consequently I don’t really notice how the 

exterior lights are shining.  So I got a surprise on the club trip to Bowling Green when we were driving 

back from dinner after dark.  Someone in the group said: “Did you know your headlights are flickering?”  

Well, I didn’t know that, and checked it out in the hotel parking lot.  Turns out when I stepped on the brake 

pedal the headlights dimmed for a second and then came back bright; same thing was happening with the 

dash lights.  I had previously noticed that the headlight switch wouldn’t always work—sometimes I had to 

cycle it on and off multiple times before the headlights popped up.  All those things together pointed to an 

electrical problem, so I called David Fulcher and arranged to drop off my car for service.   

Driving over to Jim Ellis Chevrolet another strange electrical gremlin showed up: Sitting at a stop light 

with the left turn signal on there was an extra beat in the cadence.  Instead of “ tic, tic, tic, tic” it now went 

“tic, ta-tic, tic”.  About this time I figured the car was due for an exorcism! 

While I was spending money I decided I would have the air conditioning fixed as well.  I don’t remember 

the AC blowing cold since I bought the car in 2006, but as I almost always drive with the top down I never 

use the AC anyway.  (I know the heat and defroster work because I have driven with the top down in the 

winter, but that is another story.)  But perhaps my wife would come on more driving events if she didn’t 

have to swelter and sweat, so I added that repair to the service list.  My car has the automatic climate 

control system, which I supposed is super-complicated with all the sensors and controls.  As we left the 

dealership visions of big dollars leaving my wallet flashed through my mind.   

The next day the dealership called to say my car was ready, total charge $105.00.  After I picked my jaw 

off the floor I asked for clarification: “Is that for everything?”  “Yes” was the answer.  “Even the AC 

repair?”  Again, “Yes.”  As we went to pick up the car I wracked my brain thinking of what cheap and easy 

fix would have solved all those problems, including the air conditioning.  Looking over the service invoice 

I found this brief explanation:  “Tightened loose ground cable. Road tested car, everything checks out.”  I 

can understand a loose ground causing problems with the lights and turn signal, but the air conditioning?!?!  

Still not quite understanding it all I paid the bill, got my keys and headed home.  I couldn’t wait to try the 

AC and sure enough it now blows cold just as it was designed to.   

Two weeks later I’m still scratching my head over how such a simple fix solved multiple problems.  

Sometimes you get luckier than you deserve, and this is one of those times.  My only complaint is in the 

title of this article: Wish I was this lucky with lottery numbers!! 

 

Support Our Troops - by Martha Murphy 
At the request of the Corvette Museum last fall, Corvette clubs across the country were asked to take on the 

project of collecting items and mailing them to our troops over seas.   When Ed Clark brought this to our 

attention at a board meeting the officers were eager to participate in this project.  What made this project so easy 

was Chris and I knew we could join our efforts with a ministry at our church and help each other.  I thought you 

would like to know what happens with your donations, so I asked a member of the Troop Support ministry to 

share some information with us. 

“The Holy Cross Catholic Church established a Troop Support ministry in  October 2008 to bring a touch of 

home to our men and women deployed to Iraq, Afghanistan, and Kuwait.  Care packages are sent January 

through November. Because of the heavy mail load in December, no packages are sent at the recommendation of 



the Postal Service.  In December 2011, a collection was taken and proceeds were divided between ArtReach 

Foundation and the Wounded Warrior Project.  In 40 months, 1504 care packages have been sent, an average of 

37 boxes per month.  More than $19,000 has been spent for postage. Because of the generosity of the Holy Cross 

family, the Snellville VFW, the USO and the Corvette Atlanta Club, additional products are purchased, in 

addition to those collected, to provide personal amenities and snacks, sometimes games, and flashlights, to fill 

the boxes. From October through March, handmade hats and scarves made by the Holy Cross Women’s Club, 

and toe and hand warmers are included in the boxes because of the extreme cold in Afghanistan.” 

The ministry has received many thank you notes from the soldiers, letters of thanks from unit leaders and flags 

that have flown at their bases.  If you have the name and address of a soldier that you think would like to receive 

one of the packages, please let me know and I will forward it to this group.  

 I also have a list of the items that they need for us to donate.  It is really simple to pick up a few items while 

shopping for yourself.  Bring your items or cash donation to our monthly meetings and Chris and I will take them 

to the Troop Support ministry. 

 

2012 Corvette Model Year - by Ed Clark 
The 2012 Corvette Model Year has closed out and the result of the year’s production has been made available by the 

Assembly Plant and the NCM. A total of 11,647 Corvettes were produced; base coupes 2820 or 24.2%, GS coupes 

5056 or 43.4%, base convertibles 621 or 5.3%, GS convertibles 2268 or 19.5%, Z06 478 or 4.1% and ZR1 404 or 3.5%.  

The Grand Sport models are obviously popular with the buyers compared to the base cars even though they carry a 

reasonable premium in cost.  Total numbers are still quite low, possibly due to any number of reasons including the 

economy and the pending C7 model release. 

The most popular exterior color was Torch Red (2266 or 19.5%) and the second was Carbon Flash Metallic (2201 or 

18.9%). Least popular was Inferno Orange Metallic (471 or 4.0%).  Ebony leather was by far the most in demand 

interior color with 8579 or 73.6% of production. Black was followed by Titanium, Cashmere and Red. The 3LT interior 

package was the most popular in the base and GS models and the higher 3LZ and 3ZR most ordered on the ZO6 and 

ZR1 models.  A popular option was the navigation radio which was included on about 78% of all production. 

Automatic transmissions with paddle shifters were installed on 65% of production and dual mode exhaust on 57%.  On 

the low end of orders were the engine build experience with 12 takers and customer selectable VIN with 6 takers.  The 

Centennial Edition Package was selected by 2201 buyers or 18.9% of production. 

There are about 80 lines of production data in the 2012 Corvette Stats spread sheet with ten columns of numbers and 

ten of percentages for a lot of information. You can access the information at this web site:  

http://corvettemuseum.org/2012CorvetteStats.pdf  and see it all for yourself. 

 

Time to Re-Tire, again?  - by Dave Brownell 

I’m not quite sure who defined “insanity” as doing the same thing, over and over, while expecting another 

outcome, but I do know that the philosopher George Santayana said something about not knowing history 

condemns you to repeat it.  I did just this same thing this past week, and time will tell how long it takes me to 

catch up with myself in the long run. 

What I did was buy another set of tires, this time for the C6.  It currently has about 22,000 miles on the odometer 

while still running the original Goodyear Supercar run-flats that it left Bowling Green almost six years ago.  For 

several years, I have been dreading the cost of a new set, knowing that some drivers considered themselves lucky 

to go eight to ten thousand miles before wearing out these tires.  The fact that I was doing more than three times 

that must have set off some sort of alarm in my car subconscious.  This, combined with a somewhat irrational 

fear of tire failure and inconvenience, made me ever more watchful of my driving habits, tire inflation, checks for 

sidewall cracking and frequent watching of the wear indicators on these wide Z51 monsters.  So, far, nothing 

much out of the ordinary was leaping out at me, but the day was coming, and all of the Corvette forums seemed 

to say that I, and my tires, are on borrowed time. 

In my half century of driving all sorts of cars, perhaps several million miles if added up, I have been rather lucky 

when it comes to tires.  I cannot recall ever having a blow out, and nails and screws have been my biggest 

enemies, while never leaving me completely flat.  But likewise, I have never run a slick or bald tire, although I 

came close last year with the old BMW which had plenty of tread on the outside edge of its German-made 

Goodyears, but was down to the steel belts on the inside of the rears.  I noticed this almost by accident while 

fixing something else before a trip where I’d expect to be at speed for several hours.  I quickly decided to have a 

new set of Continentals put on it, after the alignment checked okay, front and rear.  That was a close call.  

Corvette-wise, I know the value of keeping the tires in good shape with my two C4s, both with relatively recent 

sets of Dunlops and Kumhos.  But irrationally, my most valuable Corvette, the ‘67 coupe, still has a set of 

Michelins that I bought in 1985 and they have less than 15,000 on them.  Although they look great and have no 



indication of cracks or damage (the car is covered, in an environmentally controlled garage), they are still old 

tires and I won’t trust them at highway speeds, anymore.  They’ll be replaced again, once I get the car back in 

semi-frequent driving status.  But if I’m not driving it, why replace them if they’re still holding up the car?  

Likewise, the Michelins that I put on the 1966 Corvair at about the same time are still holding air well-enough, 

with even fewer miles on them, but they’ve been sitting outside for more than 20 years.  Those I will not trust, in 

any event.   

Back to the C6 tires.  Michelin has been recently running a seventy Dollar rebate, and I found their price on 

PZero (run flats) to be only a few hundred more than Firestones and non-run-flat Continentals.  So I bought 

them.  Then the cheapskate tendencies related to buyer’s remorse started taking over my logic process.  I went 

out and examined the tires that are still on the car, determining that they still had some life left in them.  Maybe 

hitting 25,000 wasn’t out of the question, if I took it easy.  Still with the new Michelins sitting stacked in the 

basement, would I venture out on a trip with older tires, or take a chance on a tire failing hundreds of miles from 

home, knowing that a new set awaits me at home?  Right now, since the date code on these new ones shows that 

they were made only a few months ago, I am convinced that I can trust the old ones through the summer, and 

perhaps to next spring.  I wonder what Freud would say about that, or maybe Charles Goodyear?  My history and 

George Santayana would say to chance it. 

 


