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Picture from the club's Car Show at Jim Ellis Chevrolet (see related articles in this newsletter). 

 
 

May / June Birthdays 

Bonnie Lass 4-May Ed Clark 6-Jun

Jan Warren 9-May Lanie Bevan-Sprock 8-Jun

Anna Lee Blancato 10-May Bill Haas 12-Jun

Nancy Morgan 16-May Orlando Blancato 17-Jun

Ann Baize 17-May Judy Hill 18-Jun

Dee Gowin 24-May Marvin Payne 19-Jun

Roxanne Roseberry 25-May Dan Nugent 24-Jun

Jim Hudson 31-May Druce Dooley 25-Jun

Bill Cowan 4-Jun James Anderson 26-Jun

Tricia Dooley 5-Jun Jim Gowin 29-Jun

Future Corvette Owners Association (FCOA) Members

Travis Delp 23-May

Happy Birthday Y'all !!!

 
 
Presidential Report - by Chris Murphy 

The start of Saturday morning was not very promising.  I loaded the Big Black Truck at my office with all 

the supplies required for the show at Jim Ellis Chevrolet.  From raffle tickets, to printer supplies were in the 

truck as I left my office with the feeling I had left something behind.  On the way to Jim Ellis there were 

some sprinkles of rain hitting my windshield and my heart sank.  All the work so many of the club 

members and the people at Jim Ellis had already had done may be for naught.  When I arrived at Jim Ellis 

there were many eager faces to meet me and hands were reaching in the truck to unload and distribute my 

cargo.  My spirits were lifted with enthusiasm and my outlook changed especially when we had our first 

registrant at 8:00.  If we have it, they will come and they did in spite of the “iffy” weather.  We had around 

75 cars entered in the show and the lot was full.  The rain did come and coated the cars with a layer of 

beaded water.  Chamois, towels and instant detailer were out as soon as the rain lifted.  There were also 

personnel from Jim Ellis armed with buckets and towels ready to lend a hand to clear the water droplets 

from the show cars.  During this time the band, Odd Man Out, played on.  The grills were moved under the 

eaves of the service building and the serving tables were under a canopy and food was being served.  The 

huge Michelin Man beckoned to the passers-by to come in and look at the years of Corvettes and they did.  

This is the first year I noticed so many spectators, especially with younger kids.  Mark Frost introduced 

Russ Clark who made himself available for questions during the days.  The day passed, the sky broke, the 

sun came out, Hot dogs were eaten and the band played on.  Award time was especially good.  The tires 

went to a recent purchaser of a Corvette from Jim Ellis.  Classic Glass won the club participation award and 

in true “Classic Class” the President gave the award back so that the money could be used for the Wounded 

Warrior project.  The 50/50 ticket was pulled and the President of Classic Glass, who just returned to club 

participation award won, true Karma in action.  The class winners and best of show were announced.  The 

final punctuation to the day was the magnificent line of Corvettes leaving the lot.  The line seemed to go on 



forever on to Peachtree Industrial then it disbursed in all directions.  All in all the show was great.  The 

numbers were not available to me at the time of this article but I feel there should be a good donation to the 

Wounded Warrior Project. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who brought cars to the show.  A giant thank you 

goes out to all the people who worked so hard with the planning, all those who worked at the show.  

Everyone from Corvette Atlanta had some hand in making this show the success it was.  I am proud to be a 

member of such an organization. 

Save the wave! 

 

Change in June & July Meetings 

Our June meeting is normally the picnic dinner at Stone Mountain Park.  This is a good time but there is no 

business conducted there.  Also, the July meeting falls on July 3.  After discussion at the board meeting it 

was decided to have the June meeting at O’Charley’s so we can conduct some business and shift the July 

meeting to Stone Mountain and have it on July 17.  The club will provide fire and paper products (plates, 

napkins, forks, etc.).  Bring a dish to share and something to burn on the grill.  We will talk some more 

about this at the June meeting. 

 

Competition Report - by Don Parks 

Upcoming Competition Events: 

May 26-28 -- 21 Low Speed Autoxs - Knoxville, TN -- Southeast Region Events 

June 2 - 3 -- 7 High Speed & 7 Low Speed Autoxs - Putnam Park - Cloverdale, IN 

June 23-30 -- NCCC Convention - Topeka, KS 

Reminder: The complete NCCC sanctioned schedule is available on the web @ 

www.corvettesnccc.org/competition.html 

 

Membership Report - by Larry Vaitkus 

At the Jim Ellis Car Show, the club grew by 2 new members -- now 94 members! Millard and Charlotte 

Davis live in Atlanta and join us with their 1992 Corvette. Please help us welcome them into the club. 

 

NCM Ambassador - by Ed Clark with Dave Brownell 

On the April 21-23, 2012 weekend Michael Campsmith, Dave and Judy Adcock, Bob and Lanie Sprock, Frank 

and Deve Boduch, Dave Brownell and Ed Clark took a trip to the National Corvette Museum to see what new 

things were available in the displays and to take a tour of the Corvette Assembly plant.  Some of the group went 

up early with the intent of also volunteering to help the Museum with whatever tasks the NCM might have. The 

trip began for the Saturday volunteer group with a call from the Adcocks that their 2010 Corvette was running so 

rough that they were going to Jim Ellis to see if it could be repaired so they didn’t have to drive a 10 mph tractor 

to Bowling Green.  They found that another spark plug wire had failed and once replaced were able to drive 

successfully to Bowling Green while setting a new land speed record and still being passed by a Honda! 

The volunteer group met with Bob Hellmann, the Facilities & Displays Manager for the NCM to get our 

assignment. We started by helping him dispose of some old electronic equipment then went to the onsite 

warehouse to help sort several pallets of 1983 Corvette Brochures. We learned that there were four printings of 

the ’83 brochure and collectors were interested in obtaining various versions of them for the car that was 

officially not built. This was just the beginning of learning about all kinds of things the Museum has stored in 

huge stacks and shelves including brochures, special printings of various Corvette documents, assorted display 

engines, bricks from the Flint factory, various car parts, and goodness knows what else.  Apparently 

GM/Chevrolet will call the Museum and say they are going to dispose of no longer needed materials and the 

Museum can have them.  They generally accept these offers and store what arrives for either historic or potential 

fund raising opportunities. 

Sunday morning our volunteers were asked to sand and paint wood chair moldings for the conference room.  The 

whole Corvette Atlanta group met in the afternoon for a tour of the Museum, shopping in the Museum store and 

then split up for either antique store visits or a drive through the area surrounding Bowling Green.  We were all 

impressed by the display of Calloway modified Corvettes in the museum, the antique hunters were successful in 

finding some unique items and the tour group experience some nice countryside scenes. 

http://www.corvettesnccc.org/competition.html


Monday morning was started with an early tour of the Assembly plant. The 2012 models are still in production 

however we were lucky to see several 2013 427 cu in convertible models mixed in with a couple of the 60
th
 

Anniversary versions included.  We learned that the blue stripe package is apparently a decal applied by the 

dealer.  Observing the cars in production indicated to us that either the special hood of the 427 convertible isn’t 

going to have the normal liner material or the early production models just didn’t have any available.  The paint 

on the interior of the hood was a gloss black rather than the satin/flat black normally used. The special wheels 

used on these cars looked nice and we weren’t sure if all 2013 models would have them or just the 427 

convertibles. 

The “sample” Corvettes had apparently been given out by the assembly plant before our visit so we didn’t come 

back with a new one.  Lanie Sprock however was selected out of our group to start a car at the end of the tour 

and received an official Corvette birth certificate for her efforts.   

The Adcocks, speaking with the Museum staff about their spark plug issues after the assembly plant tour, had 

their car picked up by the assembly plant to be worked on.  Maybe their problems are now fixed and a rough 

running engine will soon be forgotten. 

A few people stopped at the Lane Car Museum in Nashville on the way back.  This collection contains quite a 

variety of race, used and restored cars  of mostly European lineage with a number of them being brands I had 

never seen before. 

A good time seemed to be had by all on this trip with several parallel activities being enjoyed. Consider going the 

next time or make the trip on your own. 

 

It was "Show Time" - by Dave Brownell 

The day that Corvette Atlanta selected for its annual car show did not come off quite as advertized or 

envisioned.  First of all, the beautiful weather we had planned turned out to be a cloudy, slightly rainy day, 

promising a less-than-good turnout of classic Corvettes that are never driven in the rain.  It was also just a 

few miles away from the PDK Good Neighbor annual airshow.  That might be like going up to bat with two 

strikes already against you. 

But luckily, it did not turn out to be a bad show day, after all.  That’s mostly because of some terrific club 

participation, planning and hard work of the members and our sponsor.  Many of us were there by seven-

thirty in the morning, ready to figure out how some last minute changes in plans would be accommodated. 

We were happy to have heard the WSB Radio announcements, in the voice of Scott Slade, that enticed 

Atlanta Corvette enthusiasts to come to the Jim Ellis Chevrolet events (they also sponsored the airshow).  

We had GM’s executive talent (Mr. Russ Clark) on hand to talk to about our favorite plastic cars, and what 

the future might hold, so the curious came from several other local Corvette clubs, ready to hear about 

secrets.  Finally, the dealership would be counted on to bend over backwards to not only host the event, but 

provide some mighty nice prizes to those who registered.  All of this added up to a pretty good event, no 

matter the impending weather. 

Michael Campsmith and I formed the team in charge of collecting the money, getting waivers signed and 

providing directions to where others would place the show cars.  The other parking team members did 

excellent work in directing traffic to either the spectator parking or back to us in the registration corner.  

This is largely conjecture on our part because Michael and I could not see them exercise their people skill 

talents.  After us, the guys who “placed” the show cars also did a masterful job because the parked cars 

were positioned for maximum effect, and better yet, none of the fastidious owners seemed to complain.  

This was my first show experience where I did not hear one complaint about how the cars were received or 

displayed, so that sets a high standard for next year. 

The contracted Chamblee police officers promised to protect and serve us money-takers, and take our side 

if rioting took place.  Neither happened, and all of us in the back corner behaved well, had a good time, and 

took no money out of the proceeds.  The ever-present reminder to registrants that all proceeds would go to 

the Wounded Warriors made a real difference as they forked over their registration fees.  More than once, a 

wife/girlfriend in the passenger seat (who obviously was the Chief Financial Officer at home) immediately 

softened and okayed the expenditure, once we reminded them of the deserving charity.  One younger man 

in a new Z06 even declined to wait for change from two twenty Dollar bills, saying that the warriors 

deserved the extra money.  This act made a believer out of me for Good Karma; he was the one who won 

the first prize set of Michelin tires for his car! 



All things considered, for me, this was the best Corvette Atlanta car show yet.  Thanks to the planning and 

hard work of club members and our sponsor, I know that next year will be even better.  The timing of the 

rains insured that all of us got that last minute car wash that we had initially dreaded.  The rain had waited 

until most of the cars were safely in place, tops were raised and some of the “parkers” volunteered to towel 

off the cars, once the rain stopped.  It doesn’t get better than that. 

 

Classic Glass Car Show- by Ed Clark 

On May 5, 2012 the Classic Glass Corvette Club had their annual car show.  As Corvette Atlanta has asked them 

to support our show, Joel Forman, Dan Nugent and Ed Clark went to theirs to give them our club’s support.  

Their show was attended by approximately 110 Corvettes and all Corvette generations were represented with a 

good showing of C1s, 2s and 3s.  The show began at 10 am and was over by about 4 pm at the completion of the 

awards presentations.  Each participant was given a shirt with a collar and a bag with assorted catalogs, discount 

offers, key fobs, pens and other items.  They had a number of door prizes, a silent auction and a temporary NCM 

store as well as a food table with BBQ and hot dogs, drinks and an assortment of chips and cookies. 

All three Corvette Atlanta attendees were winners.  Joel got a 1
st
 place award for C6s, Dan a second place for 

C2s, and Ed won the 50/50 drawing.  We unfortunately did not get the club participation award as we were out 

attended by a Chattanooga club. The whole show was well run and on time.  Contacts were made with a number 

of people who are not a current member of any club and several indicated an interest in Corvette Atlanta and also 

indicated they would try to attend our show on the 12
th
. 

 

Website Makeover- by Dan Nugent 

At the last Board of Director’s meeting it was decided that it was time to do a major Corvette Atlanta website 

“makeover” to make it more relevant, attractive, and productive for membership recruiting and as a club 

information resource.  A committee has been formed and I am coordinating the project with the initial support of 

Ed Clark, Dave Brownell, and Michael Campsmith.  None of us are qualified or experienced in website design or 

technical support but share a common interest in improving Corvette Atlanta’s public image which is often 

judged by an organization’s website appearance, style, and content.  A Google search of Corvette clubs in 

Georgia and Atlanta developed numerous choices for the Corvette owner seeking a club.  Although Corvette 

Atlanta does show up on the first page of the Atlanta search, it is not alone! 

Many businesses have full-time staff (or contractors) that do nothing but update and refresh content on their 

corporate website to serve their customers and attract new ones.  We need to find internal and/or external 

personnel that have the basic knowledge and interest in developing and supporting the “new” CA website.  It 

may be desirable to find a new hosting service that can provide a different platform if our current provider is not 

suitable for quick and easy upgrade and updates.  Cost and features of other hosting services are being researched 

now with several low cost options already identified.  Mark Frost at Jim Ellis Chevrolet is also checking with his 

IT and website people for recommendations for formatting and architecture.  

Some Corvette clubs have expanded their public image beyond their websites to social networks such as 

Facebook.  Corvette Atlanta is already experimenting with an unofficial Facebook page that Tricia Dooley is 

hosting and using as a communications channel amongst the Corvette community.  Although Facebook 

participation is considered a good supplement to a vibrant club website, it is not the focus of our committee at 

this time.   

We are seeking club members that are willing and able to support the website makeover, on-going maintenance, 

and updating to keep it current and attractive.  Please let me know if you would like to be part of our committee.  

Or, perhaps you know someone outside of the club who has professional experience with website development 

and management that could assist us short-time in getting the new website up and running.  There could be a paid 

consultant fee, if necessary.  Any associated costs should be considered an investment in the future of Corvette 

Atlanta! 

 

Corvette Racing Drivers - by Ed Clark 

The Corvette Racing Team has announced their driver lineup for the year 2012 and there are both familiar 

and yet to be familiar names in the group. Jan Magnussen and Oliver Gavin have been drivers for several 

years with Tommy Milner, Richard Westbrook and Antonio Garcia being more recent additions.  New this 

year will be Jordan Taylor who will participate in the lengthy races at Sebring, Le Mans and Petit Le Mans. 

The driver parings in the cars have also been adjusted for several reasons.  The first is their experience with 

younger drivers being paired with more experience ones.  Second is their physical size which comes into 

play when changing drivers during a race so they more easily fit into the seating and driving positions in 



the cars.  At the recent Daytona 24 hr. race, we watched several of the race teams spent a lot of time 

practicing driver changes which is not easy with all the safety gear, roll cages, electrical and cooling 

hookups without having to also put in some form of seat adjustment for a significantly different sized 

driver. The next thing is trying to match drivers who like similar car setups so the team doesn’t have to 

compromise too much and thus give the drivers more confidence. 

The Corvette team considered these things and probably numerous others in establishing the lineups for the 

year which are as follows: 

Car 3: 

1. Jan Magnussen. 38, full time 

2. Antonio Garcia, 31, full time 

3. Jordan Taylor, 20, endurance 

Car 4: 

1. Oliver Gavin, 39, full time 

2. Tommy Milner, 25, full time 

3. Richard Westbrook, 36, endurance 

This lineup of drivers has done well so far this year.  At Sebring the #3 car finished second and the #4 was 

fourth.  The next race at Long Beach had the #4 car winning and the #3 finishing fourth.  The best result to 

date was the third race at Monterey where #4 won and #3 finished second.   LeMans is the next race and the 

team seems upbeat about their chances for another good showing there.  

Information about the teams and drivers, past history and a lot of other good stuff including free downloads 

is available at the official web site www.corvetteracing.com . 

 

Stupid Corvette Tricks  - by Dave Brownell 

I have already written a piece about the times you shouldn’t drive a Corvette, but that only touched on the topic 

of stupid things you should not do in a Corvette, unless your aim is to end up on YouTube while leaving your 

mark in video history.  In my younger days, I have been guilty of a few venial sins while  driving a Corvette, but 

so far, I have left the mortal sins to others.  The most recent example I have seen was the Corvette driver, 

obviously too drunk to think or drive, who collided with and took out a row of new 2012 Corvettes at a Texas 

dealership.  Six of them, plus his own car!  Here is a man who will never get a cheap rate with another insurance 

company or end up as president of his local car club. 

Thinking back, perhaps the most common stupid thing I did, when I was far younger, was to take a few of my 

kids out in the 1967 coupe with several more kids more than the one passenger seat belt.  That carpeted luggage 

area behind the seats, where they could look straight up through the sloping glass, seemed like the perfect place 

to plop a few kids, just as long as nothing sudden happened.  Now that we have grandchildren of that age, their 

parents, the very same kids that survived my stupidity in the first place, would not even think of letting this 

happen.  Neither would the law, but the fact that we have raised better and smarter kids than we were, is a bit 

gratifying.  Darwin should take note. 

I have also hauled lumber from Home Depot that extended from the passenger footwell of a C4 coupe through 

the open hatch and ended feet behind the end of the car.  Granted, there were extenuating circumstances when a 

truck, van, SUV or trailer was not available and I had to have the lumber right away and the Corvette was my 

only recourse.  Still, in the days before YouTube, I did feel the judgment of others who wondered about my 

sanity or parentage or both.  Nowadays, nothing that won’t fit inside the car gets moved, and that doesn’t include 

gas or fuel cans, either.  Just last summer, I did another careless stunt when I failed to remove a plastic bottle of 

Chevron Techron from the newest C6 and it exploded in the hot sun on a 110 degree day in the closed car.  The 

rear carpet was soaked and volatile effects lingered, causing us to drive home with the hatch raised just to make it 

home alive.  You don’t see many C6s with two adults driving along at 45 miles an hour with the hatch wide 

open, but there we were. 

In our Minnesota days, we lived near a fine suburban lake that was five miles long and three wide.  It was a 

fabled ice fishing spot after about a month’s worth of subfreezing temperatures.  After two months, boredom 



caused people to resurrect a favorite sport of ice driving, using either cars or snowmobiles.  With studded rear 

tires, almost any car could achieve more than a mile a minute if nothing was in the way or required a sudden 

change of direction.  But not many Corvettes went out at all in winter on the snowy streets, let alone the lake “ice 

highway.”  But I did try it once, after church, one Sunday morning. I think that the temperature was about minus 

twenty. Our little church was located right on the edge of that lake, and with the unmistakable sound of cars 

having fun, I don’t think I devoted complete attention to the sermon that day.  Once home, I uncovered the 

Corvette, disconnected the battery tender and headed slowly towards the lake, probably with a few kids along to 

witness the event.  The boat ramp allowed the car to nicely slide onto the ice, and then build up a bit of speed so 

that I might consider joining the others.  Just as we got close to the main action, two other cars collided, causing 

raucous laughter from the folks on the sidelines.  Thinking better of my plan, my precious car and the kids with 

me, we turned around and headed for shore.  But a Corvette and an icy uphill boat ramp is not a happy 

combination.  We had to be winched up by a friendly truck before heading home.  We moved to Georgia the 

following Spring, so that was the last time I attempted joining Corvettes On Ice.  Those same adult children, who 

won’t let their kids ride with Grandpa unbelted, remember that cold day very clearly, even without a YouTube 

video to remind them. 

 


