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Picture from the trip to the National Corvette Musuem (see related article on Page 4). 

 

April / May Birthdays 

Paul Barros 1-Apr Bonnie Lass 4-May

Carolyn Nugent 1-Apr Jan Warren 9-May

David Adcock 3-Apr Anna Lee Blancato 10-May

Rob McLean 4-Apr Nancy Morgan 16-May

Deana Newton 16-Apr Ann Baize 17-May

Sondra Wright 19-Apr Dee Gowin 24-May

Don Parks 25-Apr Roxanne Roseberry 25-May

Dan Todd 30-Apr Jim Hudson 31-May

Future Corvette Owners Association (FCOA) Members

Travis Delp 23-May

Happy Birthday Y'all !!!

 
 
Presidential Report - by Chris Murphy 

Two and one half weeks to the car show.  I hope all that are reading this newsletter are planning to attend 

the show this year.  This promises to be a very entertaining and enjoyable event.  Cars, food, live music, the 

Director of Product and Marketing for Midsize and Performance Cars and GM Racing, a chance to win a 

set of tires and many other prizes are all there for your enjoyment.  Also David Morgan has volunteered to 

arrange for great weather.  You cannot ask for anything more.  Wash and shine the Vette and come out and 

spend part of the Saturday with other owners.  Talk cars and experiences, look and admire, meet new 

people and just enjoy day.   

Maybe look at the older cars and remember simpler times.  On Easter Sunday we were returning home after 

enjoying Sunday brunch (whatever that is) and the 50
th
 began to present every error message and warning it 

had stored.  Tires had no pressure or were falling off the car, all the doors were open, traction control was 

off, active handing was disabled, the engine was about to fall out, and we were out of gas.  After the no fuel 

message was presented I quickly pulled into a gas station because I knew I could correct this problem.  I 

thought I had plenty of gas beforehand but I have a hard time now recognizing the middle of the month for 

my newsletter article.  The pump quickly shut off after 4 gallons, what the …. Got back in the car, started it 

and after the normal start-up diagnostics everything was a-okay.  No problems.  I will probably never see 

that problem again because I will never the exact alignment of all the sensors that caused the fault, division 

by zero perhaps, and sent all sorts of mayhem throughout the computer system.  Ah yes, we need more 

controls and sensors in our lives, more warning signs that we may be doing something that could harm us, 

only to find that the warnings may have been wrong. 

So put the top down, turn the music up, and let the breeze in because the simple treats are the best. Save the 

wave! 

 

4th Annual Jim Ellis Car Show- by Betty Parks 

We still have flyers and posters for the show. Registrations have been coming in - got 12 so far but really 

need lots more! Do I have your form yet? 

Please remember these key facts about the show: 

• Registration opens: 9 - 11am; Show hours - 10am - 2pm 

• Pre-registration fee $25, Day of Show Registration $30 

• Awards for Dealer's Choices and People's Choices for Class & Best of Show Winners 

• A set of tires donated by Jim Ellis will be awarded to one participant (got to enter to be eligible) 

• The Mystery Guest from GM is Russ Clark, Director of Product & Marketing for Chevrolet Midsize & 

Performance Cars and GM Racing 

• Special Entertainment with a Live Band - Odd Man Out 



• Concessions,  Door Prizes, 50/50 Raffle 

The proceeds will go to the Wounded Warriors Project.. 

Can we count on your support?? Please let me or one of the chairperson know what you can do for the club 

and the show. 

 

NCM Ambassador - by Ed Clark 

In 1998, the National Corvette Museum created their Corvette Hall of Fame which has the purpose of 

recognizing and honoring the most influential people who have been responsible for the success of the 

Corvette.  They are individuals who have made significant contributions in their field and have reached the 

highest level of accomplishment. Each person must be nominated by members of the Museum and 

significant information provided to support the nomination which demonstrates their accomplishments, 

integrity and character. 

In 1998, six individuals were selected to be included in the first group inducted and all of them are well 

known in the Corvette community.  They were; 

 Ed Cole: Chief Chevrolet Engineer and later GM President who was instrumental in the development 

of the small block V8 and was a supporter of racing programs 

 Zora Duntov: As the first Chief corvette Engineer, he continuously strived to improve the Corvette’s 

capabilities and was a strong believer of racing improving the breed. 

 Harley Earl: He is considered the Father of the Corvette as he convinced GM to build a sports car and 

design of the initial car was under his leadership. 

 Bill Mitchell: He followed Earl as the GM Design chief and had a special interest in Corvettes. The 

1963 Split Window coupe resulted from his leadership. 

 Joe Pike: As the National Sales Promotion Manager for Chevrolet he took a special interest in 

Corvettes.  He was the Editor of Corvette News and is responsible for getting the NCCC started and 

designing its logo. 

 Larry Shinoda: As a car designer under Bill Mitchell, he gets much of the credit for the C2 design. 

There is much more information on all these Hall of Fame members as well as other inductees on the NCM 

web site if you would like to learn more about them.  If you know of someone who is not currently 

inducted that you feel should be, you can find all the information and forms on the web site to nominate a 

person. 

Upcoming Activities - by Michael Campsmith 

Saturday, May 12—Corvette Atlanta Car Show at Jim Ellis Chevrolet.  This is our annual car show with our 

sponsor, Jim Ellis.  So we want as much participation as possible to support our charity this year—the Wounded 

Warriors Program that assists veterans of military service.  We need club members to register for the show, and 

also solicit donations for door prizes.  And there is a big need for volunteers to assist the day of the show with 

various activities:  refreshments, parking, registration, etc. 

This is the time for our club to shine, so please consider supporting the show in whatever way is possible for you. 

The following event is not sponsored by Corvette Atlanta, but please consider participating/supporting our sister 

Corvette club. 

Saturday, May 5—Classic Glass car show.  SuperVette Saturday at Days Chevrolet in Acworth, GA. More info 

at www.cgcorvetteclub.com. 

 

Membership Report - by Larry Vaitkus 

Corvette Atlanta is holding at 92 members. If you know anyone who is interested in the club, please let me 

know. 

Competition Report - by Don Parks 

Past Competition Events: 

March 24 -25 -- 14 Low Speed Autoxs - Brooksville, FL 

http://www.cgcorvetteclub.com/


 Betty & I, but we met up with friends! Good autocross course on an old concrete airport runway. Two days of driving 

as fast as you can! Two days of tailgating, one long drive home!! 

March 31 - April 1 -- 14 Low Speed Autoxs - Huntsville, AL -- Southeast Region Events   

Jack F & Steph S joined the Parks' for good times at the two airports -- the old one for autocrossing and the new one for 

hotel/food accomodations. And the SE Region's awards banquet! 

April 7 -- 6 Low Speed Autoxs - St. Augustine, FL  

Paul & Angela B went to the beach (very windy day) before joining the Parks Team for autocrossing!!! 

April 21-22  -- 14 Low Speed Autoxs - Nashville, TN -- Southeast Region Events 

BP, DP, JF - up to Nashville / Gallatin, TN for autoxing.  Good fun for all, plus an exciting 

April 28 -- 6 Low Speed Autoxs - St. Augustine, FL 

The Parks Team goes back to St. Aug for more fun in the sun!  

Upcoming Competition Events: 

May 26-28 -- 21 Low Speed Autoxs - Knoxville, TN -- Southeast Region Events 

June 2 - 3 -- 7 High Speed & 7 Low Speed Autoxs - Putnam Park - Cloverdale, IN 

June 23-30 -- NCCC Convention - Topeka, KS 

Reminder: The complete NCCC sanctioned schedule is available on the web @ 

www.corvettesnccc.org/competition.html 

 

Easter Car Parade in Avondale Estates- by Michael Campsmith 

Easter Sunday was an opportunity for old cars and their owners to get together for a parade through the 

charming neighborhood of Avondale Estates.   

Michael Campsmith and Frank Merrifield from Corvette Atlanta drove cars in the parade, but neither 

brought Corvettes—Michael had his 1963 Thunderbird convertible and Frank drove his AMC Hornet.  In 

fact there were no Corvettes in attendance at the parade.  Hopefully that will change in the future, as it was 

great fun to slowly drive through Avondale Estates and wave to the people sitting on their lawns to watch 

all the cool cars drive by.  The more experienced parade participants throw candy to the kids lining the 

route—but I had enough to keep me busy without running into the car in front of me (or running over 

anyone who thought a piece of candy was worth more than their life). 

The organizers did not put an age restriction on the cars (or the humans, for that matter), but there certainly 

was a leaning toward older Cadillac and Ford models.  Newest car was probably an early 1990s Fox body 

Mustang.  Some of the rarer cars spotted were an unrestored Hudson Hornet, a Sunbeam Tiger, and a 

cherry 1954 Eldorado convertible. 

The parade ended at a park with refreshments.  All in all it was a great way to spend a sunny Easter Sunday 

afternoon.  Please consider driving in the Avondale Estates Easter Car Parade next year; and if you don’t 

want to participate at least come out and look at the eclectic mix of cars in the parade. 

 

It's the People - by Dave & Judy Adcock 

In July, 2010, David accomplished every man’s dream, he bought a brand new Corvette—a 2010, black 

inside and out, shiny, fast, 6-speed.  It wasn’t driven all that much, so when it seemed a little rough, engine-

wise, good friend, Dave Brownell advised, “Just drive it!!  This car needs to be driven.”  When it WAS 

driven, sometimes something would go wrong—first, a spark plug wire, repaired by expert David Fulcher 

at Jim Ellis; next a fuel level sensor, again repaired by David.   

Fast-forward—April, 2012.  Club going on a trip to Bowling Green.  We think we’ll go, volunteer at the 

museum, as Ed Clark set up.  It’s meeting time, 8:30 Saturday morning and where are we?  At Jim Ellis—

car is not running well, vibrations and lights on dash lit up like a Christmas tree.  This car has 4,628 miles 

on it.  What’s wrong THIS time?  First, Bruce Vernon at the service desk hears our tale of woe—we’re 

supposed to be meeting Ed and Michael Campsmith right NOW, so Bruce moves us up ahead of all the 

other customers, and calls in a great technician, Steve Olson, who got us on the road quickly.  The problem 

this time?  Spark plug wire.  Mark Frost calls after we are on the road to be sure things were taken care of.  

We didn’t quite catch up to Ed and Michael, but we did make it in time to volunteer.  The car ran well over 

the weekend. 

http://www.corvettesnccc.org/competition.html


Monday, the group (Ed Clark, Michael Campsmith, Dave Brownell, Bob and Lanie Sprock, Frank and 

Deve Boduch and the Adcocks) toured the assembly plant, going back to the museum after the tour.  

Brownell suggests going to the insurance office to discuss coverage.  We trail along and when it’s our turn, 

Adam Boca, the NCM Insurance Agent, asked about mileage and is curious about why we don’t drive it.  

“Scared to, nervous about getting too far away.”  He says, “That’s not right.  Let me make a call.”  He 

accidentally dialed Dave Tatman, the Corvette Plant Manager, who turned the call over to Stephen Grilli, 

the Corvette Plant Quality Director.   

Next thing we know, Steve is meeting us in the museum parking lot, hearing the story about spark plug 

wires, looking under the hood, and taking down the VIN number.  Steve said he’d check it out and he went 

back to the plant.  We headed home.   

Fifteen minutes later, Steve called David and asked, “Where are you?  Can you come back to the 

museum?”  Well, of course, we could do that.  We turned around and headed back, this time meeting Todd 

Shaffer, who is an ace mechanical engineer at the assembly plant.   He took the Vette back to the plant 

where he changed out all eight spark plug wires in just 30 minutes, while we had an ice cream at the 

Corvette Café.   

When he brought the car back, we thanked him profusely, hardly able to fathom the great service and 

interest these folks at the plant exhibited.  Turning on the ignition, David looked at me and said, “This is a 

different car!”  It ran great, more smoothly than ever before, with much better acceleration and without the 

engine vibration that we thought was normal.  An additional benefit—we got 24.6 mpg going to Bowling 

Green and 29.3 mpg coming home—the difference being new spark plug wires. 

To go back to the beginning, we appreciate the great service and care provided by Mark Frost and David 

Fulcher at Jim Ellis—always promised and always delivered.  Then on Saturday morning, Bruce Vernon 

and Steve Olson at Jim Ellis, who worked to get us on our way. We appreciate Adam Boca, the NCM 

insurance agent who made that call on Monday; Dave Tatman, Plant Manager; Stephen Grilli, Plant Quality 

Director; and Todd Shaffer, the engineer who replaced all the spark plugs.  We are so grateful to now have 

a great Corvette that runs like it’s meant to run—because of the amazing people.  We truly thank you all. 

 

Bucket List Check Off - by John Watkins & Ed Clark 

Many of us have developed some form of “Bucket List” of things we want to do while we still can.  The two of us were 

discussing some of the things on our lists and discovered the item of attending a 24 hour car race was an interest we 

both shared.  As Le Mans was a bit of a stretch, we decided to try a trip to Daytona for the Rolex 24 and started the 

planning.  The 2012 race at Daytona was being celebrated as “50 Years of North America’s Most Prestigious Sports 

Car Race” and was offering as a part of the celebration a reunion of over 30 of the prior winning sports cars in a special 

display, parade lap and short race.  It also offered the new “Corvette” Daytona Prototype cars.  This helped us make the 

decision to go this year. 

We headed out on Thursday morning in a motor home slightly smaller than a cruise ship with a couple of other friends 

for the 460 mile trip with enough food and beverages for several days in the infield arriving and getting set up in the 

Gecko Shores campground adjacent to the big lake in the infield.  We were parked in the midst of even larger motor 

homes almost directly across the infield from the start/finish line giving us good access to the entire infield along with a 

huge crowd of other race fans and race participants.  Thursday afternoon was practice and qualifying for both the GT 

and DP classes of the Rolex Series as well as the Continental Tire Challenge classes for their race on Friday.  We had 

purchased tickets which allowed us access to just about everything and toured the pits to get familiar with the layout 

and to pick several locations to watch the races. 

On Friday, we watched a parade lap of Corvettes from the Corvette Corral, several additional practice secessions and 

spent more times in the pits which provided very close access to the cars being prepared.  The display and short race of 

the past winners gave us the opportunity to see and listen to numerous older race cars including the 2001 Corvette C5-R 

No. 2 that was the overall winner of that year’s race. The weather was not the best as a result of wind and light rain but 

a slick track allowed us to see several spins and off track excursions, none of which resulted in apparent damage.  The 

day finished with the Grand Am race which had good competition and was won by the Roush Performance Mustang 

Boss 302R with a 1 sec margin over a BMW M3.  

The sports car layout at the Daytona track is about 3.56 miles in length and utilizes all but about 100 yards or so of the 

oval banked track plus an infield circuit with lots of curves and short straights so cars must be set up well to be 

competitive.  The Rolex race started Saturday afternoon with 59 cars taking the green flag, 14 in the DP class and the 

rest in GT.  There were five Corvette DP cars and one lonesome C6 Corvette in GT.  There was close competition in 

both classes throughout the race with the outcome not clear right up to the last few laps.  The race was won by a 



Ford/Riley that completed a near record 761 laps with NASCAR driver AJ Allmendinger one of the drivers. The front 

row qualifying SunTrust Racing Chevrolet Corvette lost its engine early.  The DP Corvette of Action Express Racing 

was only able to come in 5
th
, 3 laps down, but we were cheering for them anyway.   

The Magnus Racing Porsche GT3 won the GT class while the Michael Baughman Racing C6 Corvette finished near the 

back of the pack and never seemed to be up to the pace from the start. We were surprised that the Ferraris running in 

GT were disappointingly quieter than a normal street car and were the only cars that were at all quiet.  After the race we 

spoke with several Ferrari team members who indicated they had added mufflers due to failing a noise test during an 

early practice and had gone too far with the sound deadening which hurt their performance as well. 

Our experience at the track was overall very positive with friendly staff, clean facilities, good access to seating and the 

pits, and several tram and shuttle routes to help reduce the amount of walking required.  If you haven’t attended a race 

like this or if it is on your bucket list, we recommend you give it a try.  Staying in the infield added a lot to the 

experience and we recommend doing that as well.  Be sure to take some type of hearing protection with you as the 

Ferraris were the exception. 

 

Clean + Undriven=Un-enjoyed?  - by Dave Brownell 

With the car show season upon us, and the record-breaking Georgia pollen season fading into the distance, it is now my 

time of year to re-examine my various fetishes about cars: I seem to have been made into a clean car fanatic by forces 

unknown to me.  The fact that my father often had some perfectly nice Chevies and Buicks, but only would wash them 

once or twice a year, was a subject that was a perennial favorite with my uncle, his baby brother.  Uncle Dick was a 

good looking ladies man, never married but also never without a good-looking “lady companion”.   He was also a sharp 

dresser, and was the one in the family who really seemed to care about the way things appeared.  To my knowledge, he 

might have been the one who instilled in me the value of a nice car, impeccably clean and shiny.  His comments about 

my father’s philosophy that the “rain will wash the car when it’s needed” may have led to my uncle teaching me to 

wash a car correctly when I was only about ten.  I started washing Dick’s latest Buick, with him as my hands on 

instructor, and remember standing back, looking at the beautiful red and white Buick Century hardtop, both of us 

congratulating each other about how we had improved the world with only a bucket and hose.  Then Dick suggested 

that I could surprise my father by doing the same to his car, the 55 blue and white Bel Air sedan.  So I did, and 

strangely enough, Pop made no mention of seeing anything different about it when I was through.  With a prompt from 

my mother, and maybe a sharp elbow, he did later tell me that it was appreciated and handed me a dollar for my effort.  

Frankly speaking, the bigger reward for me was seeing how nice the Chevy looked, especially when the paint reflected 

light back.  Later, by the time when the 57 Bel Air hardtop, and the 58 Rambler came upon our family, I was fully 

engaged with keeping the cars clean and presentable.  Dick taught me the finer points of using Simonize polish, and 

how to use a whisk broom on the interiors.   

The forty year war between my father and his brother had reached some sort of truce because of my newly-found 

appreciation for clean cars.  I even took to waxing my Schwinn, perhaps the only kid in my gang whose bike paint 

beaded up in the rain. 

A fateful event happened when I was sixteen or seventeen when a friend invited me to attend something he called a 

Concours de Elegance show, put on by our city’s foreign sports car club.  He had a girlfriend whose father was 

showing their family’s Jaguar and MG roadster.  When we arrived, both mother and father were busy with detail 

brushes, polishing cloths and all sorts of cleaning products,  They were even “painting” their black wall tires with 

Coca-Cola to make the rubber look new.  I began asking them for tips, careful not to let them see my beat up Volvo 

sedan that I had driven, and they were full of suggestions on how to show a very, very clean car.  I was receptive and 

when we got home, tried out the painting of the tires on my father’s car.  He thought I was crazy and said it must be a 

fine way to attract ants to the tires.  But still, the car looked better than it had ever been.  He did draw the line on my 

removing the chrome trim so that I could wax under it.  He really put his foot down when I used lemon Pledge on the 

car’s clear plastic seat covers and people started mysteriously sliding around on turns.  This was a few years before seat 

belts, so it was a fine excuse to prepare the folks for the necessity of using restraints when the time came.   

Still, for years later, neither of my parents had to wait long to drive a very clean car if I was around.  And when I 

bought my own brand new VW when I was eighteen, we undoubtedly had the cleanest family car collection in the 

neighborhood.  My room, however, was a different story. 

Fifty six years after my uncle taught me how to clean a car, I am still doing it.  It must be a “skipped generation” thing 

because none of my adult children seem to have picked it up, preferring to let Dad have a go at it.  They also don’t 

dread having to drive a freshly cleaned car in the rain or on sloppy streets like their father does.  I purposely keep my 

pickup truck for such occasions, although that truck is also kept reasonably clean.  As far as I know, the woman I 

married 41 years ago has never washed a car since I’ve been around, and has been known to tell me how much of the 

better things in life I may have missed because it would get the car dirty.  She’s probably right.  I maintain that having a 

very clean car in the garage on a nasty day outside, can keep all sorts of bad things from happening.  Still, my group of 

nice older Corvettes in the garage or barn would make Uncle Dick very happy, should he be looking down on us.  

Maybe that’s my motivation. 



 


