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Picture from the St. Patrick's Day drive to Helen (see related article on Page 7). 

 
 
March / April Birthdays 

Bob Warren 1-Mar Paul Barros 1-Apr

Barbara Rotondi 4-Mar Carolyn Nugent 1-Apr

Ron Michael 8-Mar David Adcock 3-Apr

Corky Key 13-Mar Rob McLean 4-Apr

Ron Rotondi 19-Mar Deana Newton 16-Apr

Susan Anderson 27-Mar Sondra Wright 19-Apr

Bob Mossey 28-Mar Don Parks 25-Apr

Stephanie Strauss 30-Mar Dan Todd 30-Apr

Future Corvette Owners Association (FCOA) Members

Hailey Barros 3-Mar

Happy Birthday Y'all !!!

 
 
Presidential Report - by Chris Murphy 

Spring time is here and with it brings all sorts of activities.  Pollen, Spring break, opening day of baseball 

and our annual car show.  This year’s event has the possibility being the best yet.  There are three major 

attractions:  live music being delivered by the group Odd Man Out, GM representative Russ Clark and a set 

of tires to some lucky registrant.  Each car registered will be eligible to be in the drawing for a set of 

Corvette tires.  This is one fantastic prize for just registering and being a part of the show.  The chances to 

win are great.  We have this event well planned incorporating all that we have learned throughout the past 

years.  We have given enough notice so that you can plan and mark your calendar for May 12 to spend 4 

hours at Jim Ellis Chevrolet and your Corvette Atlanta family. 



Working at these events produces even more rewards.  You get a real sense of accomplishment, you get to 

meet new people and you get to see how the show works.  Overall you become a real part of the event.  

There will be more than enough jobs to be done and you do have to work the entire time.  There will be 

several opportunities to view and the cars and meet the owners.  Let us know what you would like to do. 

The day promises to be a great day.  Clean the pollen from the Vette, and do not worry if you do not have a 

Big Block ’67 show car.  Bring YOURS and share your enthusiasm with the rest of us.  I hope to see a 

large turnout of the club members. 

Save the wave! 

 

4th Annual Jim Ellis Car Show- by Betty Parks 

Plans are well underway for the upcoming car show at Jim Ellis. Mark your calendars for May 12th and 

make arrangements to be at the show.  

Flyers and posters are available at the meetings (and hopefully soon on the web) - but the key points for 

now are:  

• Registration opens: 9 - 11am; Show hours - 10am - 2pm 

• Pre-registration fee $25, Day of Show Registration $30 

• Awards for Dealer's Choices and People's Choices for Class & Best of Show Winners 

• The Mystery Guest from GM is Russ Clark, Director of Product & Marketing for Chevrolet Midsize & 

Performance Cars and GM Racing 

• Special Entertainment with a Live Band - Odd Man Out 

• Concessions, Door Prizes, 50/50 Raffle 

The proceeds will go to the Wounded Warriors Project. 

There are 92 members in the club. It would be awesome if every member would participate in the show. It 

could be as simple as providing a nice door prize (Amy Parker can help select it if you want to send 

money), assisting with parking (Dave Brownell), registration/scoring (Chris Murphy/Betty Parks), 

concessions (Carolyn Nugent), and/or entering your car in the show. Can we count on your support?? 

Please let me or one of the chairperson (show above) know what you can do for the club and the show. 

 

NCM Ambassador - by Ed Clark 

The NCM is a non-profit organization with education being one of its primary focuses.  As a non-profit it 

benefits from tax savings but must adhere to IRS rules to keep the status.  Raising money is a necessity as it 

is expensive to maintain and operate a museum with utilities, employees, insurance and numerous other 

operating costs. I believe we all want the NCM to be a successful entity for a long time which requires 

management to carefully watch cash flow, budget carefully and plan future improvements only when 

revenues permit. 

In the Jan/Feb 2012 issue of America’s Sports Car, which is published by the Museum, is an article titled 

NCM Annual Report in which Wendell Strode discusses the operation of the NCM.  A part of the operation 

is obviously income and expenses which I had really little understanding of prior to reading this article.  

Those of you who are NCM members might want to look at the article if you missed reading it when it 

arrived.   

This article shows their income divided into ten categories from admissions, membership, and raffle tickets 

to donations and other.  I was a bit surprised that membership was a distant third as a revenue source and 

only exceeding admissions by a small amount.  The largest source of revenue by far was the raffle tickets 

for the cars and the second largest was the Corvette store.  There wasn’t information provided to indicate 

what the expenses were for these same categories so your guess is as good as mine on where net revenues 

are the best.  Overall expenses have continued to rise but the charts indicate revenues are rising at a similar 

or greater pace. 



I was pleased to see that the NCM had apparently paid of a significant part of its original debt prior to 

borrowing $7.5 million for the 2009 expansion.  Over the period of 2009-2011, the information indicates a 

reduction of the total debt by approximately one million per year which in this economy looks quite good.  

The Motorsports Park is a major future project which is continuing to progress with finding a major 

sponsor and other fund raising an ongoing significant effort. 

Keep the NCM in mind when considering charitable contributions or even when constructing your will as 

every contribution helps insure its success.  If you are not a member, consider becoming one and also be 

sure to renew membership when it comes up.  

I am glad to see the Museum seems to be on sound financial grounds and that management and the Board 

of Directors are doing of good job of keeping it that way.  I hope when I hit 100 (big time wishful thinking) 

that I will be able to drive there and have fun reminiscing about the good old days of 2010 and then take a 

few quick laps at the motorsport park in my new C11 with full computer control options. 

 

Competition Report - by Don Parks 

Upcoming Competition Events: 

March 24 - 25 -- 14 Low Speed Autoxs - Brooksville,  FL 

March 31 - April 1 -- 14 Low Speed Autoxs - Huntsville, AL -- Southeast Region Events 

April 7 -- 6 Low Speed Autoxs - St. Augustine, FL 

April 21-22  -- 14 Low Speed Autoxs - Nashville, TN -- Southeast Region Events 

April 28 -- 6 Low Speed Autoxs - St. Augustine, FL 

May 26-28 -- 21 Low Speed Autoxs - Knoxville, TN -- Southeast Region Events 

June 23-30 -- NCCC Convention - Topeka, KS 

Reminder: The complete NCCC sanctioned schedule is available on the web @ 

www.corvettesnccc.org/competition.html 

 

Upcoming Activities - by Michael Campsmith 

Sunday, April 1—monthly Caffeine and Octane car show.  This eclectic car show takes place the first Sunday of 

every month.  The show is held from 8:00am – 11:00am on the first Sunday of every month off Windward 

Parkway in Alpharetta GA. Go west of 400 on Windward Parkway to Deerfield Parkway.  Plan to get there early, 

as the parking lot fills up fast, particularly if the weather is nice. 

 Saturday, April 7—Drive to Alabama.  Tom Wright has laid out a route that will go west on I-20 and then 

meander through the back roads of Alabama.  Details on a meeting time and place will be forthcoming. 

 Saturday, April 21 through Monday, April 23—Trip to Bowling Green.  There are two options for this trip: drive 

up on Saturday morning and volunteer at the Corvette Museum Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning.  Or else 

drive up Sunday; we will all go through the Assembly Plant tour on Monday morning and then drive back to 

Atlanta.  Distance from Perimeter Mall is around 310 miles/4.5 hours (add any stops to that time).  There may be 

an option for a diversion on the way back to tour the Lane Motor Museum in Nashville 

(http://lanemotormuseum.org/) 

 A block of rooms has been reserved at the Country Hearth Inn, 395 Corvette Drive (exit 26 off I-65).  Special 

rate is $45 for king bed/ $55 for two queen beds (tax not included).  Reserve your room by calling 270-783-4443 

and mention Corvette Atlanta; make your reservations before April 7. 

Ed Clark is the contact for this trip; eclark64@comcast.net or 404-274-6920.  Please RSVP to him by April 11 so 

he can inform the museum how many volunteers they can expect. 

Friday, April 27 through Sunday, April 29—Trip to the Blue Ridge Parkway.  Tom Wright is the lead for this trip 

to overnight at the Little Switzerland Inn on the Blue Ridge Parkway in North Carolina.  There will be a pleasant 

route up and then return the next day.  A block of rooms is reserved; call the hotel at 800-654-4026 for the club 

rate.  Tom will be the contact for this trip—details on departure place and time will be forthcoming. 

 Make your reservations ASAP and then contact Tom at wrights02@bellsouth.net or 770-493-7772. 

 Saturday, May 12—Corvette Atlanta Car Show at Jim Ellis Chevrolet.  This is our annual car show with our 

sponsor, Jim Ellis.  So we want as much participation as possible to support our charity this year—the Wounded 

Warriors Program that assists veterans of military service.  We need club members to register for the show, and 

http://www.corvettesnccc.org/competition.html


also solicit donations for door prizes.  And there is a big need for volunteers to assist the day of the show with 

various activities:  refreshments, parking, registration, etc. 

This is the time for our club to shine, so please consider supporting the show in whatever way is possible for you. 

The following events are not sponsored by Corvette Atlanta, but please consider participating/supporting our 

sister Corvette clubs: 

Saturday, April 7—Corvette Cruisers fundraiser at Maxie Price Chevrolet.  Show is from 9 AM-2 PM.  Info at 

www.corvettecruisersofatlanta.com. 

Saturday, April 14—Classic Glass Poker Run for Autism.  Meet at Olde Towne Tavern & Grille 2500 Cobb 

Parkway Northwest, Kennesaw, GA 30152 @ 10AM for staggered starts.  More info at 

www.cgcorvetteclub.com. 

Saturday, May 5—Classic Glass car show.  SuperVette Saturday at Days Chevrolet in Acworth, GA. More info 

at www.cgcorvetteclub.com. 

 

Membership Report - by Larry Vaitkus 

Corvette Atlanta is holding at 92 members. If you know anyone who is interested in the club, please let me 

know. 
 

Horssepower Golden Age? - by Ed Clark 

I remember the horsepower wars of the 60’s and early 70’s with fondness as most all the manufacturers tried to 

outdo each other with bigger claims for their newest GTO, Mustang, Charger, Corvette etc.  Numbers in the high 

300s to well into the 400s were common with some exotics and tuners going above those numbers.  Then the re-

rating systems, insurance companies, smog regulations and unleaded gas brought it all to a halt for quite a few 

years. 

Well, all those old horsepower challenges seems to pale in light of the last 10 years or so when horsepower and 

torque numbers usually associated with large military tanks and bulldozers can show up in the day to day grocery 

getter over in the neighbor’s garage.  My 1970 Corvette with 370 hp seemed to be nearly too much when I first 

got it and unintentionally drove it sideways in the rain a few times.  The power was emphasized even more when 

the original tires, even with several rotations, became Goodyear “Bald Eagles” in about 5000 miles. 

In the last month or two a couple of new American challengers in the horsepower race have surfaced, the 2013 

Ford Mustang GT500 at 650 hp and the 2013 Viper with 660 hp, both of which exceed the 638 hp in the Corvette 

ZR1 and the now somewhat pedestrian 580 hp in the soon to be released Camaro ZL1. I don’t think 

manufacturers are underrating power numbers as they occasionally did in the previous horsepower wars as 

insurers and regulators aren’t raising concerns as they did then.  Plus, based on the ads in the evening news, 

attorneys are apparently at every corner these days looking for someone to sue, thus the horsepower numbers are 

probably not inflated either. With real numbers like these continuing to climb, a quick count looking at several 

sources indicating at least eight cars from manufactures are rated over 600 hp and a whole bunch more from 

tuners like AMG and Callaway also are, I am wondering when or if it will stop any time soon?  

With assorted Federal and state regulations now in force, you could believe we may be approaching a plateau or 

even a decline in horsepower numbers as fuel mileage will be continuing to squeeze them as horsepower requires 

energy and global warming will become even more of a public issue making big numbers more politically 

incorrect. 

We are fortunate however that with the electronic engine and vehicle controls available today plus turbos and 

superchargers, direct injection, variable valve timing and other technologies, we can achieve large numbers like 

these with gas mileage and high quality exhaust emissions that twenty years would not have been possible. We 

can also drive these high performance vehicles with less concern for loosing traction or control than ever before.  

The possibilities are also apparently nearly endless for alternate power systems to be developed that will still 

provide the auto enthusiast with powerful drive systems with less greenhouse gas emissions issues but may not 

have the sounds of a Chevy big block or Ferrari V12 short of using recordings with big speakers in the trunk. 

I am glad all this is happening as it is still fun to see some of these new vehicles being brought to events like the 

Caffeine and Octane gatherings while still seeing the older high performance vehicles from the past to compare 

them with.  All this makes for interesting conversations about what is or was the best. Maybe this is the golden 

age for cars! 

Some examples, Wow!: 

   Caterpillar D9   410 hp    Ferrari 599 GTB   612 hp 

http://www.cgcorvetteclub.com/


   Porsche 911 GT2 RS  620 hp    Corvette ZR1  638 hp 

   2013 Ford Shelby 500  650 hp    2013 Viper  660 hp  

   M-B SL65 AMG Black Series 661 hp    Lamborghini Aventador 691 hp 

   Ferrari F620  (projected)             700+ hp     Aston Martin One-77 750 hp 

   Ferrari Enzo successor (estimate) 920 hp    Bugatti Veyron   1,184 hp 

  Nancy Morgan’s Red C6              ?,??? hp 

 

Automotive Dynasties You Might Have Missed - by Dave Brownell 

This morning, my newspaper carrier gave me the wrong paper, leading to a set of newly-found car discoveries.  

Instead of my usual New York Times, I got the Wall Street Journal.  In it were two separate articles, one on the 

moderately profitable (about 9%) BMW empire and the other about the rapidly expanding Volkswagen Group, 

about to take over the majority (they already owned 49.9 percent) of Porsche.  Reading both articles gives more 

than a glimpse of how big a role family dynasties play in today’s automotive mega-businesses. 

In the early 1960’s, the struggling Bavarian Motor Werke was about to go under and sold for financial scrap to 

Mercedes-Benz when Germany’s Quandt Family stepped in and bought it.  Today, the family still owns a 

majority of the company stock.  Similarly, the much more complicated family structure that descended from 

Ferdinand Porsche now controls Porsche, the most profitable (18% last year) car company in the world, and is 

about to be joined to VW, where the same family members already run the VW Group.  There’s lots of family in-

fighting and intrigue in that union, but VW is now the second largest car company in the world, having displaced 

Toyota last year. 

Oh for the good old days of Henry Ford and Walter Chrysler!  Since you probably already know enough about 

the Ford family, let’s spend a few words on Walter, who founded his Chrysler Corporation in the early twenties.  

Walter had been a GM-man for several decades, having risen to head its Buick Motor Division.  His forte had 

been innovative and quality mechanical engineering.  He decided that he had the know-how and financial 

backing to introduce his 1924 Chrysler, a fine car and the first American car with four wheel hydraulic brakes.  

Just a few years later, after absorbing Dodge, he built the world’s tallest building in New York.  That honor 

lasted only a few months, until the Empire State Building was finished.  But we still have the building the world 

refers to as his legacy, although Mitsubishi used to own it.  Another former president of Buick, Charles Nash, 

also went on to form his own company, and way down the line Mitt Romney may still benefit from some family 

stock effect that came from that.  Back to Chrysler (which absorbed Charles’ company and Henry Kaiser’s Jeep 

brands in the late 1970s), and today Walter’s company has an Italian owner (FIAT), itself still controlled by the 

Agnelli family since the late 19
th
 century.  They also have Ferrari, Alfa-Romero and Maserati in their collection.  

That’s a pretty good reason why the newly introduced Dodge Dart has a whole lot of Alfa-Romero under its skin. 

Finally, what does all of this family car stuff have to do with Chevrolet and more particularly, Corvettes?  Well, 

that changed, too, just last month.  General Motors (largely the creation of Billy Durant with financial help from 

the DuPont family) purchased 23% of the Peugeot-Citroen group.  The noble Peugeot family of France, which 

was long famous for their production innovations and attention to industrial quality control, still holds a 

controlling interest in that side of the deal.  Meanwhile, Andre Citroen’s company was the automotive innovator 

of the mix, having popularized front wheel drive in the 1930s, radial tires (with Michelin) in the 1940s, and 

hydro-pneumatic suspension in the fifties.  Family talent runs deep.  Now GM expects to pair-up with these folks 

in sharing talent to produce profitable small cars for the world, beginning in Europe.   

To answer my question at the beginning of the last paragraph, feel good because, if you are a U.S. taxpayer, you 

still have a 28% share in General Motors.  So, in your own small way, you’re now a family/member owner of the 

world’s largest car company.  You’re also part of the family that includes distant relatives of Louis Chevrolet, 

Ransom E. Olds and David Buick.  Now, do you feel any better? 

St. Patrick's Day Drive to Helen  - by Michael Campsmith 

Six cars and 10 people made the tour to Helen on a rainy St. Patrick’s Day.  Michael Campsmith and Ed Clark 

started out with the tops down, but just north of Dawsonville the group pulled over so all the cars could get 

buttoned up against the weather.  So this answers everyone’s question: Yes, Michael’s top DOES go up!!  But 

only under protest. 

The route retraced the Polar Bear Drive held at the end of last year.  We ended up in Helen, where the traffic was 

thankfully not too crazed.  After a group lunch by the river several people spent some time wandering the tourist 

traps in Helen.  If you haven’t been there in a while you will be relieved (?) to know the town hasn’t changed 

much over time.  At least the mountain roads are fun to run in America’s greatest sports car. 



The sun came out after lunch so I headed for home with the top down. Along the way I took a few diversions, 

running some roads I never have before.  All in all it was another great day on the road with Corvette Atlanta (in 

spite of having to put my top up for a while). 

The club has several driving events coming up in April—Tom Wright’s drive to Alabama on April 7; Bowling 

Green trip April 21-23 (Ed Clark is the contact); and Tom Wright again leading a drive to Little Switzerland on 

the Blue Ridge Parkway.  So make your reservations now and get on board with these trips.   

 

MTI Racing Open House - by Michael Campsmith 

On Saturday, March 3 the MTI Racing shop in Marietta held an open house to show off their facilities.  Along 

with an engine shop, machining and fabrication shop, and installation services MTI also has a chassis dyno that 

was put to constant use during the open house.  For $50 cars were hooked up and put through three runs to 

determine just how much horse power is getting to the rear wheels. 

Four members of Corvette Atlanta were in attendance among the 50-plus people who made it out to the shop.  

Rob McLean, Michael Campsmith and Larry Vaitkus all ran their cars on the dyno, while Roy Oppedisano was 

there gathering information on available services for his Alfa race car. 

The dyno procedure first involves strapping down the car securely with the drive wheels over a pair of rolling 

drums.  You can imagine how important the straps are—don’t want a car to get launched at full throttle should it 

come in contact with the ground!  A fan is set up in front to help with airflow to the radiator, since the car has to 

remain stationary during the procedure. Some information is entered into a computer and finally a technician 

engages the throttle in whatever gear is a 1:1 ratio (typically Drive for an automatic transmission, 4
th
 gear on a 

manual).  After a brief period to make sure everything is running smoothly they accelerate up to the redline to get 

readings for maximum horse power and torque. 

It is interesting to stand outside your car while it is run on the dyno, as it is otherwise unlikely you will ever hear 

the sound of the exhaust at maximum throttle with the drive wheels turning.  Let’s just say some of the vehicles 

were really, REALLY loud! 

My 1998 convertible with the LS1 engine is essentially stock; the only modifications are a K&N air filter and 

Z06 mufflers.  I was pleasantly surprised and gratified to lean that my car put out 308 horse power and 320 lb/ft 

torque to the rear wheels.  With the engine rated at 345 HP that means only about 37 HP were lost due to the 

drive train and accessories. 

Compared to C6 engines my car is a relative light-weight.  But over 300 HP to the rear wheels is just fine with 

me.  To find out just how much power your car can deliver I highly recommend the objective analysis of the 

dyno. 

 

 


