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Picture from the Polar Bear Run (see related article on Page 8). 

 

 
 

January / February Birthdays 

Rosie Todd 4-Jan Mickey Hutchinson 8-Feb

Bob Zrolka 8-Jan Dorothy Merrifield 12-Feb

Angela Barros 14-Jan Phyllis Cowan 19-Feb

Lynda Matt 19-Jan Tommy Hammond 21-Feb

Bill Davidson 25-Jan Laura Oppedisano 22-Feb

Future Corvette Owners Association (FCOA) Members

Eli Hutchinson 16-Feb

Happy Birthday Y'all !!!

 

 

Editor Begs... 

Wanted: 

 • Articles to help fill this newsletter. 

  • Recipes to help fill this newsletter. 

   • Can be about ... anything! 

    • Good digital photos of your Corvette !!! 

 

Presidential Report - by Chris Murphy 

It seems surreal that 2012 is here.  It is here, and so are we, so I guess everything is well.  So far the year is off to a 

great start with the Awards Banquet.  The restaurant did a great job and a very large thank you goes out to Nancy 

Morgan who did a yeoman’s job in organizing the event.  The food delivery went off without a hitch and from what 

I saw everyone enjoyed their dinner.  Again, thank you Nancy. 

Also, thanks to Don and Betty for the excellent work in tabulating the awards data.  It is always very interesting to 

hear the results data collected, organized and tabulated.  But moreover, the work involved in doing these collections 

and calculations.  Again, thanks to all that made the event such a success showing again that “We are Corvette 

Atlanta and we like to eat…” 



The year seems promising once again.  The Super Bowl Party at the Baise’s house is next on the horizon.  Again, a 

tremendous thanks to Scott and Ann. Not only are they doing cooking and serving, they are opening their house for 

the club.  A hardy thank you is extended to the Baise family.   

Next, we have a date for the car show and plenty of time to work organizing the show so we can make the event the 

best one ever.  

And I am positive that Michael will come up with more weekend activities throughout the year. 

This will begin my second year as President of the club.  The job of President is made very easy by the work of the 

people in Corvette Atlanta.  When there is a job to do someone in the club steps up, gets it done and does a 

remarkable job of it.  Corvette Atlanta is a great organization and I am going to fulfill my year in the tradition of 

those in the club.  It is truly an honor to be in this position and I look forward to 2012. 

Save the wave! 

 

Upcoming Activities 

February 5 -- Super Bowl Party - Scott & Ann Baize -4090 Salem Road, Covington 

February 11 -- Shop Day, Jim Ellis Chevrolet 

Febraury 25-26 -- Driving Event at Road Atlanta 

Potential Activities on the horizon but not firm yet: 

  March - Drive to Helen, GA 

  April - Drive to Bowling Green 

 

2011 Corvette Atlanta Club Points 

During 2011, the club participated in 43 activities, including meetings, regional events, drives, parties, car shows, 

shop days, & parade. Points were tabulated based on each member's participation. As a result of those points, the 

following club awards were presented at the Holiday Banquet: 

Top Participants in the club's 2011 Activities 

1. Jack Filippone; 2. Ed Clark; 3. David Morgan; 4. Dan Nugent; 5. Nancy Morgan 

Additional, the Member of the Year Award was presented to Ed Clark (based on the members' voting for the 

individual that contributed the most for the club during 2011 from the December meeting). 

 

NCM Ambassador - by Ed Clark 

We all have had memorable occurrences in our lives as Corvette enthusiasts. I have had a lot of them but one that 

stands out occurred in 1968.  An Army friend and I had swapped cars for a week in late 1968, he taking my ’67 

GTO and I his new ’68 Corvette convertible.  This was my first real experience driving a Corvette for several days 

in a row and I was having a good time impressing several friends.  While using his car, I found a magazine in the 

back with the title of “Corvette News” and was impressed by the print quality of the magazine and its content.  I 

asked my friend where he had purchased the magazine and was told it showed up in the mail after he bought the car. 

The week driving the Corvette really boosted my enthusiasm to have one for my own and plotting to do that got 

started. 

I couldn’t find a whole lot of printed materials about Corvettes other that a few articles in car magazines and the 

local dealer in my home town wasn’t of much help either.  I borrowed the copy of Corvette News from my friend 

and found the name Joe Pike and a mailing address for him in it.  I wrote a letter to Mr Pike asking what I might do 

to get a subscription to Corvette News as I was interested in buying a new Corvette and needed information about 

them.  Shortly after I received a letter back from him saying a subscription comes with ownership for a year or more 

but he would add me to the list for a year as I was considering buying one.  He instantly became the best friend a 

guy could have and I have appreciated what he did for 40+ years.  It was not until later that I learned who he was 

and his significant role in promoting Corvettes including helping to get NCCC of the ground as an organization. 

Joe Pike is one of numerous “Corvette People” who have been inducted into the NCM’s Corvette Hall of Fame and 

his likeness is on display in the dome area of the Museum.  Descriptions and pictures of all the Hall of Fame 

members can be found on the NCM web site home page under History/Tributes and Corvette Hall of Fame.  Take 



some time to read about those individuals you have heard about over the history of the Corvette which will expand 

your knowledge of their involvement in the Corvette’s evolution through the years.  There are over 45 individuals in 

the Hall of Fame at this time from Zora Duntov, the first Corvette Engineer, to this year’s inductees including Ron 

Fellows of Corvette Racing fame. 

What impact has one of these individuals had on you?  Tell us about it in an article! 

FYI: The NCM has 36,301 members now, are you one?  If not, why not?  If you have questions about the 

NCM, ask me and I will get an answer for you.  

 

Competition Report - by Don Parks 

Upcoming Competition Events 

February 18 -- 5 Low Speed Autoxs - St. Augustine, FL 

March 31 - April 1 -- 14 Low Speed Autoxs - Huntsville, AL -- Southeast Region Events 

April 21-22  -- 14 Low Speed Autoxs - Nashville, TN -- Southeast Region Events 

 

NKF Raffle Ticket Update - by Betty Parks 

At this time, we still need to sell another 11 NKF raffle tickets for the club to be eligible for the 100% Club status. If 

you are interested in helping the club, please let me know. I will be taking our ticket sales to the National NCCC 

meeting in St. Louis on Feb. 24th. 

 

It'll Cost You Extra - by Dave Brownell 

Thinking about those delightful days, before I could legally drive (I started driving at twelve in my cousin’s 1948 

Jeep CJ on a large piece of private property), my thoughts returned to the family 1957 Bel Air hardtop.  It was a nice 

car, and unlike any of the previous Chevies, this one had Powerglide and a 283 V8 and a radio.  What possessed my 

father to buy it after a series of blue Bel Air sedans with the six and the three speed manual and no radio was 

something I dared not ask.  His usual reason was that he “liked the color and the lines” better than the 1955 he had 

been driving.  Secretly, I think that he liked the way this one went after shifting gears for the previous fifty years.  

We kept the 55 sedan for my mother while he flew around in the new hardtop with a smile on his face.  My mother 

had just returned to teaching and therefore the 55 was her own sense of freedom to go wherever or whenever 

without having to take “his” new car.  But the St. Louis winter of 1957-58 was a cold and snowy one, and neither 

Chevy would fit inside our garage.  My mother wanted a car that she could park under cover, so it was time for her 

to get her first new car in decades.  She thought that the new compact 1958 Rambler sedans would do nicely.  My 

father, after a lifetime of Buicks and Chevies was not so sure. 

Reluctantly, he called the dealer and asked them to bring by a Rambler, just to see if it would fit the garage.  An 

eager salesman (and I can still remember his name!) came by and got the Rambler four door sedan in, with an inch 

to spare.  Since I was home to watch this spectacle, I stayed around as he demonstrated all of the neat features the 

Rambler had that the 55 Bel Air didn’t.  Seats that could fold down so you could save money on hotels.  Coil springs 

at each wheel, unit construction, four headlights instead of the old fashioned two.  My mother liked the pushbutton 

transmission.  Then the dealing began.  That was my father’s job in life.  While the car the salesman had brought 

was a Custom, my father asked how inexpensive a Rambler could be.  The cheapest was the Deluxe, and in between 

was the Super.  My father said that the Deluxe sounded like a fine choice for my mother.  Then the salesman started 

listing the options he thought would be suitable for a school teacher like my mother.  “Of course you’ll want the 

second windshield wiper, and perhaps two armrests for the front doors.  And finding a Deluxe with the pushbutton 

transmission will be hard, so that will cost extra to locate one.  And do you want a spare tire and jack?”  By the time 

they added up all of the features, the cost of the Deluxe Rambler was a hundred more than the Super that supposedly 

had all of this standard.  Frustrated, my father said that she’d have to do without the usual whitewall tires and radio, 

just to fit inside his budget.  That was fine with Mom, so the deal was struck, and the right car in the right color got 

parked in the garage the next evening.  The much nicer Chevy hardtop stayed outside.  The 55 was traded in, and we 

were no longer the GM family that had always been.  I had just witnessed my first car salesman get put up against 

my father, and I’m not sure who actually won that fight.  Mom loved her pushbutton Rambler as much as he loved 

his Powerglide hardtop.  As a twelve year old, I knew which one I liked, and that one had a radio.  I just wish that 

Pop had held out for a one wiper, no spare tire car, just to see what the salesman would have done. 



Fifty five years later, if you were to buy a stripper Corvette, you’d still get more than 400 horsepower, electric 

windows, a nice radio and power steering and brakes.  I’d love to have Pop around to see what he could do to make 

it fit his budget. 

 

Membership Report - by Larry Vaitkus 

Corvette Atlanta is holding at 92 members.  

If you know anyone who is interested in the club, please let me know. 

 

January in Arizona - by Joel Forman 

January is car auction month in Scottsdale/Phoenix Arizona.  This year there were 6 separate auctions and each has 

its own specialty.   

The oldest of all the auctions is the Barrett-Jackson Collector Car Auction held at West World in Scottsdale. 2012 

marked the 41st anniversary of this auction and they booked in over 1300 cars most of which were sold “no reserve” 

which means that high bid buys each car regardless of the price. There is a 10% buyer’s premium and 5% seller’s 

fee.  For the past several years, the Barrett-Jackson event was promoted as an extravaganza and the place to see or 

be seen in the Phoenix area.  This was my 13th annual visit to the auction and I have seen it grow from a three or 

four day event to a seven day event.  The car quality was strong until the recession hit and quality and prices 

suffered for a few years but came back in 2012.   In total, the auctions grossed $176M with Barrett-Jackson 

reporting $92M in sales and 270,000 attendees. Nine cars sold for $1M or more. Several cars were consigned from 

notable collections. The auction runs from Tuesday thru Sunday and there are always a few cars on Tuesday, 

Wednesday and Sunday which can be “well bought” to quote the SPEED TV announcers.  Friday and Saturday 

afternoons and nights are reserved for the higher end or exotic cars so that they show up live on SPEED TV in prime 

time. 

The Scottsdale event was so well attended that Barrett-Jackson expanded to Las Vegas (October), West Palm Beach 

(April) and Orange County (June) over the past six years or so. 

Below is a list of what some of the 120+ Corvettes sold for: 

2003 Convertible with 50
th
 anniv package and 9 miles on the clock $41,000. 

1968  with L88 $687,500. 

1996 coupe with a 6.3L 568HP engine 26,000 miles $21,000 

1978 coupe $18,000. 

1961 convertible $30,000. 

1954 convertible with /C4 running gear $100,000. 

2010 ZR-1, VIN #00001 with 3,600 miles $185,000. 

These non-Corvette cars sparked interest and some good prices: 

1954 MB 300SL Gullwing $2,000,000. 

1955 MB 300SL Gullwing with aluminum body $4,200,000. 

1948 Tucker Torpedo $2,900,000. 

1964 Cadillac hearse used to transport JFK’s body to Air Force #1 $160,000. 

1967 Shelby GT350 Fastback $150,000. 

1969 Camaro Z28 RS coupe $102,000. 

If you are looking for a vacation of fun in the sun, dry, warm, cloudless skies, the auctions are the place to be. 

 

Hoarder? - by Ed Clark 



Most of us have managed to accumulate a bit of “stuff” over our lives that mean something to us. You may consider yourself to 

be a “collector” while others may consider you to be a candidate for a TV show on hoarding.  Your collections may range from 

vehicles to Great Aunt Leoria’s war letters to old tax files with some collections having only one or two items and others running 

into the hundreds or more. The collections may have real value to others but some are potentially only valuable to you. I certainly 

have a lot of stuff in categories ranging from Automotive to Yellow Jackets (no Z’s that I can think of). 

Within my Automotive category are numerous parts removed from vehicles when replacement or modification parts were 

installed although the original cars are for the most part gone.  This includes things as simple as old license plates to used 

camshafts, sway bars and shocks, old wheels and tires and similar items. Little of this has any potential use except for the rare 

occasion when you have a nostalgic moment and repurchase an old 70’s Cutlass and need a spare tire for it.  Another collection in 

my automotive category is copies of old car magazines, some going back into the 70’s, which fill many unorganized boxes on 

basement shelves. Both of these groups of collectables seem to be shared with numerous other car nuts. 

To go with the magazines, but maybe a bit higher on my collection order of importance, are Corvette and other car books from 

shop manuals to every sort of interesting book I have run across going back to an original “Corvette-Americas Star-Spangled 

Sports Car” purchased by my then nearly new bride back in 1973 (I use this as an excuse of her getting me started when my 

collection spills over into her space).  I have kept up over the years a log of the books in a spreadsheet which I can use to search 

for titles and authors but I might not be able to find the real thing in my unorganized stuff without great effort.   

Now comes the items which occupy lots of storage space for me which is Corvette models.  This kind of got started when I built 

my first plastic kit Corvette in 1958 which for some reason didn’t get burned in a set up “driveway wreck” when lots of other 

models met that fate and it now resides in a cabinet.  My model stuff ranges from un-built plastic kits, to promo models, to nice 

Franklin/Danbury Mint cars to lots of Matchbox and Hot Wheels cars. I am not sure how many of these I have but it is more than 

the number of books, which is a lot.  How about pictures?  They fortunately no longer take up much space but I tend to take snap 

shots of cars and other things all the time and the computer hard drive is filling up. Then there are the tools and the trophies and 

the ……………., well you get the idea. 

You are probably asking yourself what is the point of all this?  Well, I am starting to think about what to do with most of these 

“collection” items as I get older.  While you probably have not reached that point in your life, most of us have accumulated 

something which has been important to us but may not be of much interest to our kids or extended family or maybe anyone else.  

As another birthday is looming for me with a zero in the number and several of my childhood friends have had funerals lately, I 

have decided to try to put some kind of plan in place for these things even if it involves calling Waste Management for a 

container.   

The National Corvette Museum is always looking for historic Corvette items but I am not sure if anything that I have fits their 

needs or interest list but I intend to check that out some more.  Internet auction sites seem to be a bit too much effort for the value 

of the individual items someone may have an interest in and looking at “for sale” lists in car magazines indicates lots of other 

people going that route with their “stuff”. 

I am looking for ideas that you might offer as I would prefer to not do the dumpster route, revert back to childhood and have a 

driveway burning or leaving it for the kids to figure out.  Ann is talking about moving for the first time in 35 years which will 

force the issue on some items.  What do you plan to do with your “stuff”? (George Carlin’s definition of what is “stuff” to you is 

“s#@*” to someone else doesn’t apply!) 

PS: I want to thank all of you for my selection as “Member of the Year” for 2011 which was totally unexpected by me.  I have 

really enjoyed getting back into the active Corvette world and making new friends while renewing friendships with longtime 

ones. 

 

Super Bowl Party  - by Michael Campsmith 

The next club event is the Super Bowl Party on Saturday, February 5.  Again this year our hosts will be Ann and Scott Baize, 

located at 4090 Salem Road, Covington, GA 30016; telephone 770-787-0220. 

Festivities are set to start around 4 PM.  Our hosts will provide meat for the party, and attendees are requested to bring a dish to 

pass—salads, vegetables, desserts, etc.  Also bring your own adult beverages should you so desire. 

Please RSVP to me with the number of attendees and your dish to pass—I will relay the running total to the Baize’s and keep 

track of the side dishes.  Email is best, but you can also call me at 404-932-8057. 

We look forward to another great gathering of the Corvette Atlanta family on Saturday, February 5.  And who knows—the game 

may even be interesting 

 

Shop Day 

Our next Shop Day is scheduled for 9 AM Saturday, February 11 at Jim Ellis Chevrolet’s Service Center. For new members that 

may not have participated in Shop Day, this is an unique opportunity to bring your Corvette to the renown Corvette Technician , 

David Fulcher, to assist you in performing routine maintenance, trouble shooting problems, and inspecting your Corvette for 

potential safety or mechanical/electrical problems.   This extraordinary service is provided by our sponsor at no cost to you 

except for any parts or materials (fluids, filters, etc,) required. 



Jim Ellis Chevrolet has a policy (for insurance purposes) that requires all vehicles in the shop to have a Repair Order on file.  

This also applies to employees working on their own cars and will apply to Corvette Atlanta members bringing their Corvettes to 

any Shop Day.  It will be a simple procedure of checking in with one of the service writers to register your project or diagnosis 

desired.  If there are any parts needed from the parts department (you are expected to provide your own fluids and known parts 

required in advance) they can be charged to the work order at the Corvette Atlanta special discount.   

As usual, in order to allow to plan and schedule the various projects to accommodate all the members, advance registration for 

Shop Day is required.   Please use the registration form to be posted on the club website.  If it is not posted due to website 

technical difficulties, as experienced before, please send an e-mail at danug@comcast.net stating: name, year/model Corvette, 

work or diagnosis desired and any special requests.  There are no advance appointment times given so plan on spending the 

morning at the event and enjoy the opportunity to learn about Corvette technology and socialize with fellow members and Jim 

Ellis Chevrolet employees.  Please submit your registrations no later than Tuesday, February 7. 

 

Road Atlanta Event  - by Michael Campsmith 

Robert Turnage has provided the following information on the driving event to be held at Road Atlanta on February 25 and 26.  If 

you are interested I suggest you go to the website: www.pbocflorida.com and check it out.  Registration is likely to fill up 

quickly, so don’t delay.  

Unfortunately I can’t run my car on the track without a roll bar.  But I do plan to participate in the autocross at least one day of 

the weekend. This group has made a generous offer to us; let’s get out there & take advantage of it: 

  * $430 for drivers ed at Road Atlanta for two days - includes 2 hours on the autocross for novice drivers, class room education, 

and 4 sessions on the track with an instructor 

  * A race group and a Super Solo ™ group - passing anywhere on the track under controlled conditions 

  * Waive the PBOC membership requirement 

  * Licensed drivers 16 years and older and most cars are acceptable, except SUV’s, pick up trucks, and convertibles without roll 

over protection 

  * Run an autocross on Road Atlanta’s autocross course - actual course out by turn 7, not a parking lot.  Charge for the 

autocross will be something like $25 a day.  The autocross will be run by the Georgia region of SCCA solo group. 

 

Polar Bear Run  - by Michael Campsmith 

New Year’s Eve 2011 saw the 12
th
 annual Polar Bear Run, an end-of-year gathering of car enthusiasts in the Atlanta area. 

The route is laid out by George Forster from the Georgia Triumph Association, assisted by other members of the club.  Thus 

there is a distinct representation of British cars on the drive, but all comers are welcome.  I didn’t get a count on total 

participation, but my uneducated guess was around 90 vehicles at the start. 

Weather on the day of the drive was clear and warm—perfect for a drive in the north Georgia countryside.  For the second year in 

a row Corvette Atlanta was represented in the event.  Dave Brownell and Ed Clark made the drive in their late model Corvettes, 

but Michael Campsmith brought out his latest acquisition—a 1963 Thunderbird convertible.  And it was a good thing the weather 

was nice, as the top is not very reliable with trying to “get up”, shall we say (insert your favorite joke about old cars/old men 

here). 

The drive started across from the Mall of Georgia and wound over Buford Dam and parts north for around 100 miles to end in 

Helen.  Along the way there were some unidentified smells coming from the Thunderbird on the long downhill sections (insert 

your second favorite joke about old cars/old men here)—hopefully it was just the 4 drum brakes protesting. 

At our destination Dave headed back to Atlanta for a family gathering, while Ed and Michael sought out lunch.  For some 

reason—perhaps the nice weather?—Helen was full of tourists on New Year’s Eve; but Ed found a nice place to eat down by the 

river.  After lunch Ed and Michael headed back home, with Ed keeping Michael’s car in sight.  Luckily there were no break-

downs, but it is always nice to have a lifeline just in case. 

Polar Bear XIII will be held the last Saturday of 2012, and I’m confident George and friends will plan out another memorable 

event.  Please consider joining the group next year—it is a wonderful way meet fellow car nuts and put an exclamation point on 

the driving season. 

 

The end!!! 
 

 


